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May it pletſe your Lordſoup, 


' Or lo meana thing as] am to 
Je addreſs my felt to-a Perſo- 
; nage of your Honour and: 
Ouality,may cauſe wonder in others, 
and abaſhment in my elf: Bur for 
: xlome Confiderations, which da 1 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


give them ſatisfaQtion, and me bold- 
nah 3, and cncquragement. 

Whar..I now : preſent ypur Ho- 
_ isa poor Widows mite , ſuch 
as, being caſt into the Treaſury of || 
Gods Temple, may contribute 
ſomething - repair the breaches of 
collapſed Piety, and ſuchas, I hope, 
the Lord of Lords will not de- 
fpiſe, 

Do I call it Mine? (I muſt COT - 
re& my ſelf) it is indeed your 
Honours,and my tendring it to your 
acceptance, is but my paying you" 
your own - It is a Legacy left you by 
my dear deceaſed Husband, who 
commanded” me on his death-bed 
in all humble wiſe to preſent it to 
your Honour, and publith it under 
your Protetion: So that although 
wwas left with me, it was left by 
bim for your Honour. 


Do 


OY 


 exerciſea generous bougty towards: 


ed by us, and ſhall be undoubtedly 


. veto return? except theſe geaninigs 


The Epiſile Dedicatory, 
Do I call ita Legacy 2 (| muſt 
again corre, and confeſs ) It is a 
due Debt : For our poor Family 
ſtands moſt deeply obliged to your 
Honour, who have been pleaſed to: 


us, and ſuch as 4s ſuitable to none 
þut a noble mind. | 
The Debt is humbly acknowledo- 


repaid by the Lord, to whom it an 
lent : Your Lordihip. 'may- with we 
comfort read the Specialty in Gods Pron "I 

own Word, which is very good ſecus''T 
rity. But as for us, alas ! what have 


of the Fruits of my deat Husbands 
Labours, even ſome of thoſe,, which" - '_ 
vere brought forth, when he aft | 
laboured inthe Lords Vineyard. ”: 

14 defire for ever ts adore the 
poodrils of- God towards me, whole 
A3 -* welt. 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
weak condition ſeemed to cry like 
that woman of the wives of the Sons 
of the 'Prophets , unto Eliſha , ſay- 
ing, {by Servant my Hughand js 

_ dead, ond thou knoweſt , that thy 
Serwant, dig. fear the Lord, &c. 
2. ings +4 Jo which Cry, your 
Lordſhips overflowing munificencg 
hath an{yered very like the Man of - 
God,:4eſ..7, Go, and ſell the Ol, 
ans þ9y thy Debt, and\live thou, and 
, thy Children, of; thereft: ; nl 
As far, the matter of this Dj- 
-{counſes.it 13 not proper for me. to 
refleft thereon, Only I have a good. | 
confidence, That, as your Honoyyr 
bath been pleaſed; to-:caſk a favou- 
_- ableFysen'other of my Husbands 
+ Works, ;profeſling profit and pleas 
-Jure in chexeading of them ; £0. theſe 
— words;gt;yeur Ginn: ervant will 
b + 4 29% bp. palucceſstul, Dux: have the 
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King requeſted to ndcmnngt 
this \Freatiſe t0-vhy | accep- 


4 

6 tance , '1 readily complyed 
r with. the motion, induced thereunts 
g -| partly by my reſpaitro'the Author 


Mr. Ca danodk, a Name well known 
L, to mo ſeriodsObriſtians, by his for- 
4 | mer favouryand-uſcfal Works, pub- 
\ } lifed for the good 'of the Church , 
I before. oneof which 1 bave exp a 
© my juft ber f-bis Gifts aud Gra 
d ces in an Epiſtle prefixed, andthere- 
vr | fore: commendation is not my buſt- 
is | neſs now ( it-needeth not Y:,-but at- 
ds reftacion 3 and" to' aſſure thee, that 
Ay 

1 
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this piece is bis, delivered by bisown 
hand, to his Sn, a little before bis; * *« tid * 
to:him bleſſed; but Calas ) to us un- 1973, in I 


_ death,* and accordingly thou yew 2 4 
F wile "Es 


To the Readet. 
wilt find the one ſpirit of the Author 
in it, and the ſame holy, lively way 
of diſcourſing, which is ſo remark- 
able in bjs other Writings, party 
with reſpe& to the matter, which is 
about the eternal recompences, as 
tbey are repreſented byour Lord in a 
Scheme of Draught of the laſt Judg- 
ment. * We are __ within the 
compaſs of our Duty both on the right 


hand, and on the left ; on the right f 


band, with tbe hopes of a.moſt bleſ- = 
{ed everlaſting Eſtate; on the left, 
with the tears of endleſs and never- 
cealing Torments: Refleftions on 
the.former are comfortable ; what 
bs ſweeter than to live in the ex+ 
| pettation. and fore-fight of endleſs 
Glory? But the conſidetation of the, 
latter. is alſo profitable. We need 
many Sermons about Hell, to keep us' 
out of Hell ; therefore in'this __ 
| tiſe 


+ v nd 


' To the Reader.” 


| tiſe the worthy Author. infifleth' on 
| the dreadful Ddom and Sentence 


that ſhall paſs on the Wicked at the 
laft day. ' 

There is alſo another thing large- 
hy repreſented which is of great uſe, 


- the hainouſneſs of Sins of Omiſſion; 


Sin inthe general js a\tranſgreffion 


of the Law, 1 oh. 3:4. Now the 


Law may be tranſgreſſed either by 


omitting what is commanded as 4 


Duty to God, or by committing what 
is forbidden, when we direfly tranſ- 
greſs an affirmative Precept , that 


45 a fin of Omiſſion ; but when we dg 


any thing againſt a negativePr 
nr is ws of as ym ; inboth 
there is Diſobedience, and ſo by cou» 
ſequence contewpt of Gods Autho» 
rity. When Saul h done what 
God bids him to do, be telleth hint, 
That Rebellion is as a fin of "I 
| crafr, 


To-the Reader,” 

craft, ad itnbbortneſs as Idolarry; 
4 Sam.15.13. tmplying.that Omil- 
fron to be Rebellion: ax Stubborn- 
nels, for which God would rend the 
Kingdom from him : $0 for a fin of 
Omuſſion : he put by: Eli's Family 

the Prieftboo, 1 Sam. 4-134 
i will judge his Houſe for ever, be- 
cauſe his Sons had madethemfetves 
vile, and he reſtrained chem nor, 
Now the more necelfary the Dates 
omitted are, the preater is the fin 
# Heb. 2. 3. eſpecially if the Omiſ- 
fron be total, Plal. 14. 3. Jer. 2. 32; 
Or when the Duty is moſt ſeaſonable; 
Prov. 17. 16. Or the performance 
. eaſie; for this is to ſtand with God for 
a trifle,be is denied a drop that would 
not give 4 crum, Luke 16, 24. Or 
when we _ ly convinced that it 
is our Duty, James 4. 17, Bri 
theſe ſins 4 miſſion af the "_ 

5, 


kl 


T of moſt people in the World; yea, the 
” Children of God oftner offend in 
rn- || theſe kind of Sins , than in fowler 


excefles, 0h bow many of them gs * 
of || out of the World bewailing their neg- 

lp || lefts and omiffions; the beſt might 

e292 | have done much more for God t 

bes || ever they bave yet done. But T1 de- 

ves | tain thee too long from the Book its 

or; | ſelf; read and peruſe it.and the Lord 

es give * thee underſtanding in all 

bn; things, I am 


Thine ig all Chriſtian Obſervation, 


Tho. Manton.D.D. 
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MAT TH. 25. 41, 42. 


Then ſhall he ſay alſo unto them on 
the left hand, Depart from me, ye 
curſed, into everlaſting fire, pre- 
pared for the Devil and bis _ 
gels. For Iwasan hungred, and 
ye gave me no meat : I was thirſty, 
and ye gave me no drink, 


CHAP. L 


The Preface and IntroduGion to the Text. 


Hough the Wiſe God is pleaſed | 
now and then to keep a Pet», - 
Seffions at this day, and LES ; 


execute Vengeance on ſome * =1 
Sinners , leſt men ſhould queſtion his 
Providence, and but on ſome, leſt they 


ſhould queſtion his Patjence 3 /Yet the, 
B Great 
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The Preface or IntroduGion. 


Great Aſiize, when Juſtice ſhall have a 
ſolemn, publick and general Triumph, 
will bethe lalt Day. This World is the 
Theatre whereon Mercy is aCting its part 
every moment ; if Juſtice peep out a lit- 
tle, as the Sun out of a Cloud, it 1s 
quickly recall'd and hidden again , it 
will not appear in its full beauty, and 


glory, and brightneſs, till all Nations | 


appear in the other World. Here al/ 
things come alike to all, there is one event 
to the Kighteows and to the Wicked, to 
the Clean and to the Unclean, to him that 
fweareth, and to him that feareth an Oath, 
Eccleſ. 9. 2. The Sun of Proſperity 
ſbineth, and the Showers of Adverſity 
fall on both promiſcuoutly. If there be 
any difference for the better, it is com- 
monly on the worſer fide, Pſal. 73. 3. 
;to the 8, verſ. But there whea the laſt 
Frump ſhall ſound , the living be 
changed, the dead raiſed, and all ſhall 
appear before the Judgment-Seat of 
Chriſt, when the Saints ſhall be called, 
honoured, acquitted, and rewarded ; 
when the Sinner ſhall be arraigned, ac- 
cuſed, condemned, and executed, when 
the Judge ſhall fay to the Saints on his 
x right 
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The Preface or IntroduFion. 


right hand, Come ze bleſſed of my Father, 
inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from 
the Foundation of the World : And to 
the Sinners on his left hand, Depart fron 
me ye curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared 
for the Devil and his Angels. Then men 
will ſee and ſay, Verily there is a reward 
for the Righteows, Surely there is a God that 
judgeth in the World. Then men ſhall re- 
turn and diſcern a difference between the 
Righteous and the Wicked, between hine 
that ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth hi 
nor. 

In relation to this great and general 
Judgment, we may conſider : 

1. The Efficient or Judge,ver/ſ.31. The 
Son of man ſhall come in his glory, with 
all his boly Angels, and ſhall ſit on the 
Throne of his Glory. Hethat was judged 
by man, ſhall be Judge of men. 

2. The Subject or Perſons to be judg- 


-ed, all the World; werſ. 32. And before 


him ſhall be gathered all Nations. The 
Congregation of the whole World toge= 
ther (hall follow upon the found of the 
Trumpet. Ina moment,in the twinkli 
of an eye, at the laſt Trumpet, ( for # 


Trumpet ſhall ſound) the dead (indefis 7 723d 
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The Preface or Introdu@ion. 


nitely ) fball be raiſed, 1 Cor. 15, 52- 
Some underſtand the ſound of the Trum- 
pet Metaphorically, for the Virtue and 
Power of Chriſt, whereby he ſhall cite 
and cauſe all the World to appear before 
him. Others take it literally and pro- 
perly, as God appeared on Mount Sinaz, 
when he gave the Law with the Ion 
and loud ſound of a I rumpet, Fs | 
I9. 19. ' So he wil appear at the great 
Day with the ſound of a Trump, when 
he comes to reckon with men for the 
breach of the Law, Matth. 24.31. And 
Be ball ſend bis Angels with a great ſound 
of 4 Trumpet. The Jews gathered their 

lema Aſſemblies together with the 
found of a Trumpet. 

And God will gather the greatelt af- 
ſembly of men that ever was with the 
ſound of a Trumpet. Adam ſhall then 
{ee all his Children to the hundredth, and 
thouſandth, and hundred thouſand Ge- 
neration, 

3- The Form or Proceeding at that 
day, from verſ. 32. to theend. 

4. The Event or Execution of the 
Sentence, werſ, 1. And theſe ſhall go into 
everlaiting puniſhment, (as Hamans face 

| was 


The Preface or IntroduGion. 


was covered when the Sentence was gi- 
ven, and preſently led forth to Executi- 
on ) and the Righteows into life eter» 
nal. 

About the Form or Proceſs of this 
Day, wherein the Text lieth, theſe four 
particulars are obſervable: 

1. The (ſeparation of Perſons. ' 

2. The ſetting them in their pla» 
Ces. 

3. The manifeſtation of perſons and 
things. 

4- The pronunciation of the Sen- 
tence. 

1. The ſeparation of Perſons. Now 


the Tares and Wheat grow together, 


but then they ſhall be parted aſunder, 
verſ. 32. And before him ſhall be gathered 
all Nations, and he ſhall ſeparate them one 


from another , as a Shepheard ſeparateth 


his ſheep from the goats. Here they min- 
gle together in the ſame Houſe and Fa- 
mily, and Society, but there the Devils 
Herd of Goats ſhall be by themſelves, 
and Chriſts Flock by themſelves. The 
Wicked ſhall be gathered together, and 
he ſhall bind them in bundles, AMatth.13, 
41, and the Godly gathered together. 

y gubrnloageey 


The Preface or IntroduGion. 
The Sinner ſhall have his defire, not to 


7 
be troubled with Admonitions or Singu- 
larity of the Preciſe; and the Saint ſhall IF 7; 
have his Prayer, notto be vexed with c 
the filthy Converſation of the Pro- IF $ 
phane, Pal. 26. 4,5, 6,7. I have not v 
fate with vain perſons, neither will Tgoin Y} 4 
with Diſſemblers : T have hated the Congre- Þ le 
getion of. evil doers, and will not (it with | b 


the Wicked, &c. O 
2. The ſetting them 1n their places. I tc 
Now the vileſt men are exalted, and the B at 
molt virtuous debaſed, but then it ſhall F C 
be otherwiſe, And ther he ſhall ſet the 
Sheep on his right hand, and the Goats on | th 
his left. verl. 33. Here the Godly are 
ſet in low places on foot-ſtools, the 
Wicked in high places, on Thrones: But Y pe 
there the Godly ſhall be honoured, and BB 
the Wicked diſgraced. The right hand I 2« 
1s a place of the greateſt honour. To | fo, 
fit at a Kings right hand, is the higheſt Y T 
Seat next him. Tofit on King Solomon's Y ne 
right hand, was the honour he gave his Þ fel 
Mother, 1 King. 2.19. To (it at the Þ ſee 
right hand of God, is peculiar to Chriſt, Y the 
whom he hath honoured and exalted & ma 
above Principalitics and Powers. To 
which 
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The Preface or IntroduFion. 


which of the Angels ſaid he at any time, 
ſit thou on my right hand, Ephel. 20. 21. 
Heb. 1.13. Andto fit onthe right hand 
of Chriſt will be the honour of his 
Spouſe, his Queen. Art thy right hand 
was the Queen ia Gold of Ophir, Pſal. 
45-9. They whoare now placed at the 
left hand of earthly Princes, will then 
be placed at the right hand of the King 
of Kings, of the bleſſed and glorious Po- 
tentatez and they who are now placed 
at Kings right hands, will be placed at 
Chriſts left hand. 

3. The manifeſtation of Perſons and 
things : 

1. Of Perſons. 

1. Of Men. All men ſhall then be 
pellucid and tranſparent as Chriſtal. We 
muſt all appear , wit 1 mirc iugie vangytinm His 
2 Cor. 5.10. For we muſt all appear be- 
fore the Judgment Seat of Chriſt, $209 Frm 
The word fignifieth a clear and a perma- 
nent manifeltation, Such aclear mani- 
feſtation of men, that every one may 
ſee intothem, what they are, and what 
they have been; and ſuch a permanent 
manifeſtation as will laſt for ever, ac- 
cording to the Greek S8choliai#, 'on 

B 4 1 Tits, , 
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1 Tin. 3.18. Good men ſhall then be 
manifeſted , their Principles, their Pra- 
ices, their Deſigns and Purpoſes, and 
their uprightneſs in all to their glory and 
praiſe. They who are now accuſed 
of Hypocriſie,and Obſtinacy,and Pride, 
and Peeviſhneſs; becauſe they could 
_ not ſwim with the ſtream, nor run with 
others to the ſame excels of riot, wall 
then be manifeſted to be men of Integri- 
ty and Humility, and to have declined 
the prophane courles of others, not out 
of fooliſh preciſeneſs, or needleſs ſcru- 
puloſity, or humourſomeneſs, but out 
of Conſcience to the Commands of 
* God. Their Faith, and Love, and Sin- 
cerity, will be found to their praiſe,and 
honour, and glory, at the appearing of 
Jeſus; When Chriſt who is our Life ſhall 
appear, then ſhall ye appear with him ie 
Glory, 1 Pet. 1.7. They whoare now 
deſpiſed, and reproached, and trampled 
on as the dirt and dung, and filth of the 
Earth, will then be manifeſted to be 
Gods Jewels, Chriſts Glory, and the 
Temples of the Holy Gholt, when Chriſt 
who is our Life ſhall appear, we ſhall ap- 
Bear with bimin Glory, Col. 3.4. They 
_ .... | _ there 
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The Preface or IntroduGion: 


there will be a wanifeſtation of the Sons 
of God, Rom. 8. 19. 

Bad men will then be manifeſted to 
be the Servants 6f Unrighteouſneſs, the 
Children of the Devil, the Slaves and 
Vaſlals of Corruption, and notwith- 
ſtanding all their glorious Profeſſion, 
and ſpecious Pretences, to have been but . 
as a painted Sepulchre, gaudy without, 
and rottenneſs within 3 or as a .curious 
Chimney-piece, without white and 
ſhining , but within full of ſoot and 
blackneſs: He will bring to light the hid- 
den things of darkneſs, and make manifeſt 
the thoughts of the heart. 

2. Otthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Weread . 
of the appearing of Chrilt at that day, 
1 Pet. 1. 7. Col. 3. 4. He was vaild, 
and hid, and-obſcured, when on Earth, 


 butthen he ſhall be reveal'd and diſco- 


ver'd to the whole World. When the 
Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heaven, 
2 Thetl.1.7. And it will be a glorious 
Revelation. Looking for the glorious ap» 
pearing of the great God, and our Saviour 
Jeſws Chrit, Tit. 2. 13. w 
In this World he appeared as the Son 
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mthe form of a Servant ; but then he 
ſhall appear as the Son of God, as the 
only begotten of the Father, and as the 
Head of Principalities and Powers, and 
as the Heir of all things, Aatth. 16. 27. 
For the Son of Man ſhall come in the Glory 
of his Father, with his Angels : and then 
he ſhall reward every man according to his 
works. He ſhall come in the Glory of his 
Father; 1.e. inthat Glory and Honour 
which 1s proper and peculiar to the Di- 
vine Nature. 

At his firſt appearing a vieak mortal 
man was his Harbinger, to prepare his 
way before him; But at his ſecond ap- 
pearing, a mighty immortal Arch-Angel 
ſhall be his fore-runner, and go before 
him. ,For the Lord himſelf ſhall deſcend 
with 4 ſhout, with the voice of the Arch- 
Angel, and with the Trump of God, 1 Theſſ. 
4. 16. At his firſt appearing he was ac- 
companied with a few poor mean Fiſher- 
men , but at his ſecond appearing he 
ſhall be attended with bis mighty An- 
gels, 2 Theſl. 1. 7. With all bis holy 4n- 
gels, Matth. 6.27. With the thouſand 
thouſand that are before him,and the ten 
thouſand times ten thouſand that mini- 
fter to him, At 
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The Preface or IntroduTion. 
At his firlt appearing he came as a 


Servant to miniſter unto others, and to 
be abaſed 3 He came riding upon an Aſſe, 
Matth. 20. 5. & 28, But at his ſecond 
appearing he ſhall come in the Clouds 
of Heaven as his Chariot, Matth. 26.61. 
To be glorified in his Saints, and admired 
in all them that believe. And then he 
ſhall appear as a Lord; ſome think it's 
therefore called the Lords-day, 2 Pet. 3, 
IO. 

At his firſt appearing he appeared 
wholly as a Saviour and Redeemer. 
When he appeared to the World, the 
Philanthropy , or kindneſs of God ta 
man appeared, Tituts 3. 4+ And the Grace 
of God that bringeth Salvation appeared, 
Tit#s2.11. But then he ſhall appearas a 
Judge, full of Fire, and Fury,and Wrath 
againſt his Enemies. The Kings, and 
Captains, and Nobles will call to the 
Rocks to fall on them, and to the Moun- 
tains to cover them fromthe wrath of 
the Lamb, when that great day of his 
Wrath is come, Rev. 6. 16, 17. 

At firſt he appeared as aSinner ; I» 
the likeneſs of ſunfal fleſh, Rom. 8. 3. He 
was numbred among the ranſerefſrs : 
The 
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The Lord laid on him the inquity of us all, 
Ifa.53.12. He was called a Samaritan, 
and one that had a Devil, Joh.1o. A Wine- 
bibber, and a Glutton, a Friend of Publi- 
cans and Sinners, Joh. 8.48. Matth. 11. 
19. A Traytour againſt Ceſar, Joh. 19. 
12, One guilty of Blaſphemy againſt 
God, Matth. 26. 65. A Conjurer, and 
one in Compact and Covenant with the 
Devil, AMatth. 12.24. But his ſecond 
appearing will be without any ſuch 
likeneſs of ſinful Fleſh, or imputation of 
fia by God, or reputation of a Sinner 
among men. But unto them that look for 
him, ſhall he appear the ſecond time with- 
out ſin unto Salvation, Heb. 9. ult. 

2, There will be at that day a mani- 
feltation of things. The Books that 
are now ſealed up, will then be opened, 
Rev. 20. 12. | 

The Book of the Divine Decrees will 
then be unclaſped, and the Names writ- 
ten in the Lambs Book of Life will then 
be vilible and legible toall. And 1 jaw 
the dead ſmall and great ſtand before God, 
and the Books were opened, and another 
Book was opened, which is the Book of Life, 
Rev. 20. 12, All the Divine Provis 
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dences in time will be manifeſt, theg will 
the Divine Purpoſe from eternity , as 
now the Divine Purpoſe is manifeſt by 
the Divine Providence. 

The Book of Divine Providences will 


then be opened, and all the rare curious 


Contrivances thereof unfolded ; the 
agreement of Providence with the Pro- 
miſes (as well as with the eternal Pur- 
poſe) will then be apparent. The Hiſto- 
ry of the whole World will then be read 
by the Saints in one entire Volume. Now 
we ſee a little of Gods Wiſdom, and 
Power, and Faithfulneſs in one Provi- 
dence, and a little in another, and a lit- 
tle ina third ; yea, weare ſo blind, and 


Providences often ſo dark, that through , 
our ignorance and unbelieft, God loſeth © 


much of the Glory due to him for them, 
and we much of the comfort we might 
receive by them ; but then we ſhall with 
ſtrengthened and enlarged Underftand- 
ings diſcera the whole Series, Method, 
and Contexture of Divine Providences 
together, and how by a powerful, wie; 
gracious Government, all things con- 
ſpired, and confbin'd, and wrought to- 


gether for our everlaſting good, Rom.8. 
28, 


13 


© "The Preface or Introdufion. 
28. It's one thing to ſee arich piece of 
| Arras, with a curious ſtory wrought 1n 
it, by parcels and pieces, and another 
thing to ſee it all together, hung up, and 
to be ſeen all at once with one view. 
The Book of Conſcience will then be 
opened. Though now wicked men 
blot and blur this Rook by their wilful 
Preſumptuous fins, that they cannot read 
itz though they darken their Eyes, 
and ſtiffen their Wills; and harden 
their Hearts, and will not read it, 
yet then they ſhall have the Book of 
Conſcience repreſenting to them in 
large, though black, yea bloody Cha- 
' raters, all their atheiſtical Impieties, E- 
normities, Drunkenneſs, Revellings, De- 
baucheries, Hypocriſies, Blaſphemies, 
and they ſhall be forced to read them 
with forrow and terror, whether they 


», 4. will orno. 
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A brief Explication of 
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The diviſion and brief Explication of 


e 
2 4 He Pronunciation of the Sen- 
F tence, verſ. 41, 42, 43, &c. 


al In which we may take notice: 
1, Of the Perſons ſentenced ; theſe 
n Y are deſcribed : | 

1. By their ſtation, onthe left hand ; 
Cl Then ſhall be ſay to them on the leſt 


n han 


2 2. By their condition, curſed ones, 
_ i Depart ye curſed, 

.. 2- Of their puniſhment, - In which 
. EY there is: 

he 1. Painof loſs, Depart from me. 


2. Pain of ſenſe , which puniſhment 
is aggravated, 

I. By itsextremity, Fire. This is am- "8 
plified : 7" 

1. By their Companions in thoſe 
— | flames, The Devil and his Angels. 

2. By the Divine Ordination of it 
for them, Prepared for the Devil and his 
Angels. 


2. By 


A brief Explication of 
2. By its eternity, Everlaſting Fire. 
3. Of thereaſon of this puniſhment ; 
For Iwas bungry, and je gave me no meat : hi 
I was thirſty, and ye gave me no drink, tc 
verl. 42, 43. P 
I ſhall begin with the Sentence, where- 
inevery word ſpeaks Woe and Wrath, 
Fire and Fury, Death and Damnation ; 
and every ſyllable ſpeaks the deepelt 
Sorrow and dreadfuleſt Sufferingg... It is 
like Ezekiel's Roll, written within an 
without ; and within is written Lamenta- 
tion, Weeping and Woe, Erzek. 2.10: 4, 
The Lord Chief Juſtice of the World, 
the Judge of the Quick and Dead is 
now inall his Robes and Royalty, with 
millions of glorious Attendants, in the 
Glory of his Father, with all his holy 
Angels; ſet on the Bench. The poor 
Pritoner, whoſe trembling Soul is newly 
reunited to the loathſome Carkaſle © 
his Body, is drag'd tothe Bar, awaiting 
and expecting ſome doleful doom. He 
is lately come from Hell, to give an ac- 
count of his Life on Earth, and tore- 
ceive his Sentence z and loath he is to 
go back to that place of torments, as 
nowing that the pain of his Body will 


Py 


the promunciation of the Shntence, 
be a new and grievous addition to' his 
miſery, when that ſhall burn in flames as 
t : MW his Soul doth already in fury, There- 
kl fore he pleads, 

Priſoner. Lordlet me ſtay here (though 
re- pore wretch he hath his Hell about 
th, him in his accuſing, atfrighting Con- 
n;F ſcience))rather than go to that Dun- 
elt eon of darkneſs. A fight of thy 
is eautiful Face may poſhbly abate my 
-dl Sorrows, and thy Preſence may mut- , 
te} . tigate my Sufferings. . ; 

0, Judge. No, fajth Chriſt, here 1s no a- 
d, biding for thee, be gone hence. Thou- 
mayſt remember when my Preſence 
tl was thy Torment, when thou didſt 
hell bid me depart from thee, chooſing 
lvl my room before my company. , Now 

my abſence ſhall be thy Terror, I like 


ly thee not ſo well to have thee nigh me. 
offs . Depart, I ſay, from me. _ | 
ng Priffger. Lord, if I muſt undergo ,{& 


1ell dreadful a doom, as to depart from 
thee, the Father of Lights, and Foyn- 
tain of Life, yet blels me before go z 
One good wiſh of thy Heart , ,ope 
good word of thy Mouth will make 
me blefled where everI go, Thoſe 

C whom 
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A brief Explicetion of 


"  id{hom thon blefſeſt, are bleſſed in- 


deed; Bleſs me, even me, O'my Father : 
At this parting grant me thy bleſſing. 
Judge. Sinner, be gone, and my curſe go- 
along with thee, Thou haſt many a 
time defpiſed my Blefiing when it 
hath been offer'd to thee, though I 
was made a Carſe to purchaſe it for 
thee; therefore, I ſay, depart from 
me, and the Curſe of an angry Lord, 
and of a righteous Law accompany 
thee for cyer, Depart , I ſay, thou 
" earſed, 

Priſoner. Lord, if I muſt go, and thy 
Curſe with me, ſend me to fome good 
' place, where I may find ſomewhar ro 
refreſh me under thy lofs and curſe. 
It's mfcry enough to loſe thy pre- 
ſence, Gopd Lord, command me to 
fome good place. 

Judge: No, Sinner, be gone with my 
. Curſe to that place which will tor- 
ture and rack thee with extremity 
and univerſality of pains. The time 
hath been that thou haſt wallowed in 
ſenſual Pleaſures, now thou muſt fry 
in 1intollerable flames. Depart thou 
- curſed into fire. 
| Priſoner. 
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the pronunciation of the Sentence. 


Priſoner. Ah Lotd, ifT muſt go with thy. 
a 


place as 


Curſe, and to ſo wofu 
fire, I beſeech thee, let me not (thy 
there long, Alas, who can abide de- 
vouring flames one moment ? matertal 
fires of mans kindling are ternbſe, 
but how intollerable are thoſe flames 
which thy breath, like a ſtream of 
brimſtone , hath kindled ? I beſeech 
thee, if I muſt go to it, let me paſs 
friftly through 1t, and not ſayin. 


Judge. No, Sinner, depart,and my Cutſe 


with thee, to thoſe extream Torments 
that admit of no eaſe, and no end, 
where the worm never dieth , and the 
fire never goeth out > to the Lake that 
burneth with fire and brimſtone for 


ever. Depart thou curſed into ever« 
laſting fire. x 


Priſoner. Lord, this is diſmal and dreads 


ful indeed to go from thee, who art 
all good, and to go to hre which hath 
in'it extremity of all evil, and to loſe 
thee, and fry in flames for ever, ever, 


ever; yet, Lord, if it is thy Will it 


ſhould be fo, hear me yet m one de- 
fife, tet me have ſuch ſociety as may 
mitigate, at leaſt fuch as may not ag- 


{ pravatemy miſery, C2 Fridge, 
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them. 


A brief Explication of 
Judge. No,Sinner,thy Company muſt be 
ſuch for ever as thou didſt chooſe in 
. thy life time. He who was thy Temp- 
_ ter, ſhall be thy ,Tormentor. And 
. they who led thee captive at their 

. will, ſhall be bound with thee in 

\ Chains of everlaſting darkneſs, and 
| faggotted up with thee together for 
,'unquenchable fire. -. Such fiery Ser- 
 pents, gnawing, Worms, ſtinging Ad- 
ders, poiſonous Toads , roaring and 
- devouring Lions, hideous Monlters, 
..frightful Ficnds muſt be thy eternal 
- Companions. Depart frow me thou 
* enrſed, into nds 1 fire prepared for 
. the Devil and his Angels. 


_ 1 ſhall now ſpeak particularly to the 
puniſhment of theſe wicked ones, and 
explainthe words asI come to ſpeak to 
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the pronunciation of the Sentence. 
death, Lzk.13. ' The eternal death of 
the damned: will confilt- partly , if not 


principally in-their departure from the 


Lord of Life. - Jo 

But it may be Obje&ed, Who can de- 
part from him who is every where? 
Chriſt is God, . Joh. 1.1. 1 Joh. 5. 20. 
And God is Omnipreſent ; Whither ſhall 
T fly from thy preſence £ Plal. 139. 7. 

erefore we muſt know there is a 
three-fold preſence of God or Chrilt : 

I. There is the eſſential preſence of 
God, as he is infinite in his Being, in- 
cluded in no place, and excluded out 
of none, ſo none can depart from him, 
Pſal. 139. 6. to 10. Jer. 23+ 24. Amos 9. 
2, 3. | 

2. 'There is the favourable preſence 
of God, as he is the Fountain of Life and 
Love, and the Father of Mercy, and 
kindneſs, and all good. The former is 
the preſence of .his Being , this of his 
Bounty. This is as the preſence of-the 
Sun by his heat chearing,and by his light 
delighting the Creature. His preſence 
in this ſenſe is the ſubſtagce of his Prq- 
miſesz Fear not, I will he with thee, 
Iſa. 43+ 2,3, 5- Jers 1:8. Jer. 15.20. 
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22 "if brief Exylication of 
Zak. 1. 28. 48. 18. 10. His preſence 
in this ſenſe is ogy Redeemers er 
He ſuffered, the or the Unjuſt, to bring | 1: 

* 4 es : <q 18, Thence the MW 71 

Name of the Redeemer is Izrmannel, B 

God with ws, Matth. 1. 23. Againſt his I at 

1 departure in this ſenſe, . Jer. 14.8. 8 Y 

he Churches earneſt Prayer, Leave 4s 8 re 

not, And the fear of it doth ſo affect Ill #5 

Aoſes, that he is ready tothrow up all, I di 

Exod. 33. 15. If thy preſence go not with 
#s, carry us not hence. 


. His preſence in this ſenſe 1s Heaven it 
ſelf, P/al. 16. lt. In thy preſence is fulneſs 
of joy, at thy right. hand are ne 2 
evermore, Luk. 22. 1 Thefſ. 4. 17. 
we which are alive aud remain, ſhall be 
caught up together with them in the Clouds, 
#0 meet the Lord in the Air : and ſo ſhall 
we-ever be with the Lord. ; This ts that 
pes of Chriſt which the wicked 

want for ever; This is included in, 
Depart from me. _. Eg 
5. 3- There is the afflidting puniſhing 
E «preſence of God. Thereis the preſence 
of his Fury, as well as of his Favour. In 
this ſenſe Job - prayeth tor God's ab- 
ſence; - How -long wilt. thou not depart 
Py. SL 3%. of þ } , from 
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the pronunciation of the goutence. 


from me? Job 7. 19. Which Junizs 


gloſſeth, Turn thine auger away from 
me, In this ſenſe God tells men, 
That he will viſit them, 1. e. with Judg- 
ments. As a Father beholding his Child 
about ſome naughty Attion, tells him, 
Il'e be with you preſently, meaning to cor- 
ret him: 1/a. 23. 17. Jer. 6.15: At the 
time that 1 viſit them, they ſhall be cait 
down, ſaith the Lord. In this ſenſe 
wicked men ſhall have the preſence of 
God tor ever. His tormenting preſence, 
as well as the abſence of his Grace and 
Favour, will be their eternal portion. 


. And certainly if his affliting preſence 


in this Warld, which hath love for its 
Original., and their + good for 'its 
end, be ſo grievous to his own people, 
that they cry out, Let him turn from me, 
Job 14.6, Lethim depart away ; what 
will his tormenting preſence be to: the 
wicked in the other World , of which 


wrath, pure wrath is the Qriginal, and 
ſatisfaction to juſtice his end, er 1 
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24 The Privation of the Puniſhment. 


CHAP. IIL 


Concerning the privative part of the Sin (t: 
ners Puniſhment. 


"THis part of the Verſe will afford 

this Doctrine, 
DoF. That a great part of wicked 
mens puniſhment 1n the other World, 
will conſiſt in their departure from the 
preſence of Chriſt 3 Then ſhall he ſay bo 
/ them on his left hand , Depart from me. © 
A They now bid God depart from them ,ſ8 ' 
: They ſay unto God, Depart from us, Job 21. 
14, But that which is their wiſh here, 
{ſhall be their woe for ever. | And he 
ſhall ſay unto' them , depart from me ye 
workers of Inquity, 1 know you not, 
Matth: 7. 23. ' - The preſence of Chriſt 
- ts now their Trouble, but his abſence 
"will then be their Torment; Hence thg 
ſtate of the wicked in the other World 
ealvis in 1s called atter-darkreſs, - Matth. 8. 12, 
Marth. 8. Aud blackneſs of darkneſs - ever, Jude, 
wa. verſ. 13. Becauſe of its ſeparation from 
Chrift, who is the Light of the World, 
"and tie Sr of Righteouſneſs, Joh. 1. 9. 
a | 7 Mal, 


The privetion of the Puriſhmnent. 


Mal. 4.2: It ſeems an allfion to: them APY 


that are fetter'd in dark doleful dunge- 
ons, or to thoſe that in the night-time 
ſtand without in the dark, being exclu- 
ded ſuch Rooms as are full of Lights, 
wherein are rare and coſtly Feaſts, 

In the explication of this Dodrine,”'I 
ſhall deſcribe the puniſhment of the 
wicked: 1. In the perfeCtion of the 
Object, from which they mult depere, 
2. Inthe properties of their depattur& .. 
and then give the Reaſons of the Do- 
ctrine, 

Firſt, As for the Object of their loſs. 

I. They loſe the Lord Jeſws Chriit, the . 
Prince of Life, the Lord of Glory, the 
faire? of ten thouſand, the only begotten 
of the Father, and the Heir 'of all things. 

he better the Object is, the greater 
their loſs who are deprived of it. The 
more excellent the Perſon of Chriſt is, 
the more exquiſite their puniſhment will 
be who muſt depart from him. Chriſt 
is the higheſt, the greateſt, the chiefeſt 
good. Inlofing him, 

t. They depart from - an univerſal 
good, one-that is Bread, Water, Light, 
Life, Reſt, Health, Eaſe, Wine, Marrow, 
YI a Feaſt 


*6. 


ſeriesof che Soul, and the 'neceſlities of 
theSoul,  , He isthe Plaiſfer tharfirs the 


The privationof the Punifoment. 
a Feaſt, a'Friend , a Father, Pardon, 
Peace, Love, Grace, Glory, any thing, 
every thing, all things that the Soul 
wanteth, and requueth4ots perfeft Fe 
2. They depart from a - fuitable 
good, that very ſavoury meat which the 
Soul loveth and needeth. They loſe 
that good which the Soul ſhould have, 
and would have, and muſt have, if ever 
it be happy. The Soul is guilty, and 
Chriſt is pardon, pardon is ſuitableto a 
guilty Soul, 1 09> The blood of Jeſns 
Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from all ſin. The So 
Soul is pgor,and Chriſt is riches ; Riches {de 
are ſuitable to a poor Creature, Eph.3.8. Wth 
The unſearchable Riches of Chriſt : Prov. ſth 
8. 18, Riches and Honour are with me,yea -1 

fo 

th 

at 

ſh 


darable Riches and Righteouſneſs. The 


Soul is miſerable, naked, filthy, obnoxi- 


ous to Death and Wrath, but Chriſt is 
Mercy , Raiment, cleanſing, freedom 
from Hell, and the Heaven of Heaven, 
Rev. 3.17, 8. 1 Theſ. 1. lt. Rom. 8.1. 1 
He is a good that doth exattly, directly I £ 
ſuit the condition of the Soul, the mi- nt 


2 SOTES, - 


Sores,and the Balm that bits the wounds 
of the Soy! 3 when Creatures are Phyſi- 
ians and Phyſick of no value. » 

3. They depart from an eternal Good, 
they loſe that Good which doth not on- 
'y ſuit the Souls diſpoſition, but alfo is 
duration, that will laſt and abide, and 
oatinue for ever, Jeſws Chriſt 3s the 
ame yeſterday, to day, and for ever, Heb. 
13.8, He is everlaſting Righteouſneſs, 
Dan. 9. 24- —_ meat, Joh. 6.27. 
Eternal life, 1 Joh. 5. ult. 

2. They depart from, with Chriſt,the 
1e Society of all Chriſtians: When they 
es (depart from the Head, they depart from 
3, the Members. When they depart from 
v. Wthe Root, they depart, from the 
4 E Branches, For Head and Members, 
e MY Root and Branches , mult be together 
i- W for ever, Job. 14. 2, 3- Where T am, 
is i there ye may be alſo. Now the Sheep 
n © and Goats flock together, but then they 
ſhall be parted aſunder , Ade#t#h. 8, 11, 
12. And 1 ſay unto you, that many ſhell 
come from the Eaſt and from the Weſt, and 
- B ſodll ſet down with Abraham, Iſaac, ard 
Jacob, in the Kingdom of Heaven: But 
the Children of the Kingdom ſball be caſt 
'S ont 
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its proper. peculiar Commodities , uy 
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The privation of the Puniſhment. 


ont into utter darkneſs, there ſhall be weep- 


ing and gnaſhing of teeth. "They who 
arenow the Objetts of their Contempt, 


will then be the Objeds of their envy. 
'When once they loſe the ſight, they 


ſhall loſe the fight of thoſe glorious Stars 


for ever. Every Saint may then ſay to 


the Sinner (who now frets and fumes at 
the Saints preſence, becauſe of his pre- 
ciſeneſs) 'as Moſes to Pharoah, I will ſee 
thy face no more, Matth. 25. ult. 

3. They ſhall depart, when from 
Chriſt, from all the means of Grace, .or 
Communion with God. They ſhall hear 


'no more Sermons, and joyn in no more 
'Prayers, and receive no more tenders 


of Grace, or intreaties of the Goſpel, 


-Iſa. 38. 11. IT ſaid, I ſhall not ſee the Lord, 
-even the Lord in the Land of the living : 
 T ſhall behold man no more with the Inhabi- 


tents of the world. Where the King is, 
there he hath his Secretaries, and Seals, 
and Miniſters of State; and they who are 
_— the Court, are baniſhed from 
rc X 


- 4. They ſhall depart from all the good 


things of this Life. Each Country hath 
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The privation of the Phniſhmenti . | 
ſo hath each World. This World hath 
its peculiar good things, ſuch as are pro- 


.to this, and not to be found in the, 
other World ; therefore the Apoſtle calls 
them this worlds goods : He that hath this 


worlds goods, 1 Joh. 3. 17. So the other 
World hath its proper peculiar Commo- 
dities, ſuch as are to be found no where 
elſe. The bleſtings of this are not to 
be look'd for in the other Life, There is 
neither marrying, nor giving in marriage, 
but all are as Angels. G men,as good 
Angels, above all bodily and temporal 
Bleflings 3 and evil Men, as evil Angels, 
viithout them, and fixed in a ſtate of 
endleſs miſery; The wicked man poſh- 
bly was honourable, but his glory doth 
not follow after him, Pal. 49.17. He 
was rich, but that was only in thjs world, 
I Tim. 6.17. He was one that abounded 
in Pleaſures, but now they are gone and 
exchanged for pains, James 5.5. Luk. 
16.:25. But Abraham ſaid, 80n, remem:+; 
ber that thou in thy life time received{t on 
good things, and likewiſe Lazarus-evi 

things : but now þe is comforted, and thou 
urt tormented. The Sinner ſhall bid 
adicuto Temporal good,Spiritual good 

Eterna 
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'6& The Properties of the Sinners loſs. 


Eternal ,all good 4 _ he may 
ſpeak indefinitely, what Job ſuppofin 

Fimſclf dying, if NE eeivets 26h 
eye ſhall no more ft good, Job 7. 7. * 
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CHAP. IV. - 
The Properties of the Sinners loſs. 
Secondly, I Shall ſpeak to the Propes) 


| ties of this departure from 
Chriſt, or loſs therein. 

T.' It is ſpiritua]. Itisa loſs peculiar 
tothe Soul pr Spirit of Man, and a loſs 
' of that good that is moſt ſuitable tothe 
Soul or Spirit of Man.” No mercies are 
like Soul-mercies, ' Fpheſ. 1.3. and Job 
6. 4. No miſeries are like Soul-miſertes. 
For the nobler any Being is, the better 
that is which advantageth it, and che 
worle that is that injureth it. It's one 
thing to relieve or abuſe a diſtreſſed. 
Prince; and another thing to relieve or 

abuſe a diſtreſſed Subjeft. The Soul of 
man is the Prince, the chief and nobleſt 

- part of man, and it is principally the 
bjet (as chiefly ſenfible) of this de- 

_ partures, 
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The Properties of the Shempes loſs.” 
parture. ' It's true, the Soul catinor de& 
part from God Jocally, bur it can and'\ 
doth morally here, im its afteQions and? 
converfation 3 But that which is now its 
pratice and pleafure, will then be their 
torment and puntſhment. Other loſkes 
pinch the Fleſh, but this pierceth the 
Spirit. Other lofles are caſtigatory , 
the portion of Children ; but this is 
damnatory, and the portion of Devils. 
Al how will the Soul pine and wither 
away, when it ſhall take its farewel of 
that Sun, who alone could - revive and 
refreſh it 2 What a diſmal, doleful death 
muſt it undergo, when it ſhall depart 
from him, who is ts only Life?- $wch 4 
wounded Spirit who can bear £ The Soul 
hath more Rn ſenſe, and more cu- 
rious feeling than the Body; therefore 
its loſs of its own peculiar ſuitable ſatis- 
fying good will cut deep, and fil it with 
bitter horrour: "al 
2. It will be a total departure. Here 
they depart in part from God, but then 
totally, Here Cain complains , if not 
allowed God's preſence in Ordinances, 
though he had his preſence in many 


ways of ordinary Favour 3 Behol4, thox 
haſt 


" 
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 #by face? Tam affliFed and ready to die ; 
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The Properties of the Sinners lofs, 
ha#t driven me this day from the face of 
the Earth , and from thy face ſhall T be 
hid, Gen; 4. 14. But alas how doth he 
complain: there? where he is wholly 
deprived of the Divine preſence in any 


way of Favour ; where he hath not the 
leaſt glimpſe of the light of his Counte- 
nance. The partial departures of G 

have Forced fad Conbien from hx 
that are godly, Job 13. 24. Why hi 

thou thy face, Chana me for thine ene- 
ay ? faith Job. I can bear the with- 
drawings of men, and their abſence: I FF «; 
can bear the ſtrangeneſs of my Friends, i 
and the harp of Relations, but I FF x; 
cannot bear thy ſtrangeneſs to me, thy I (+ 
with-drawings from me? Why bidelt ll & 
thou thy face * Job thongh a ſtrong ſtout IN q, 
man, able to overcome the ſtrong One, IF «f 
the Devil; yet was ready to faint away I G 
and die at this. David crieth out WU 
mournfully at it, Pſal. 10. 1. Why ſtand- Y 7; 
eft thou afar off, 0 Lord ? why hideit thou  f5 
thy elf in time of trouble. Poor Heman 1 
1s fed, and almoſt dead with it, Wl th 
Pal. 88, x4, 15. Lord, why hideſt thou © at 
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#hile I ſuſfor thy terrors, I am diftraGJed, 
if 


er of the Simmer: loſs. 23 
If the tal departures, which had 
much love imthem, and with them, caſt 
down the Friends of God fo heavily, O 
what will histotal departures out of pure 


ly ecclipſed. 
will be an eternal departure, 
uſt leave God forever; though 
it had been ſpiritual and total, yet if . 
but temporal, there had been ſomewhat 
I I to have allay'd their Sorrows; but to 
s, Ml ſuffer ſo greata loſs, and that wholly, 
I FF and fot ever too, \ muſt needs pierce to 
Y II the quick. The Sinner ſhall ſee the bleſ- 
16 I ed Jeſus no more for ever. He muſt” 
at WF depart from the tenderelt Father, lovmg- 
e, MW eſt Friend, richeſt Treaſure , choicelt 
1 Bl Good, greateſt Glory , ſweeteſt Plea- 
ut i ſure, and that for ever, Jude, verſ. 13. 
d- Wl To whom js reſerved blackneſs of darkne(7 
on F for ever. The Sentence one denounced, 
” | Depart from me, will be like the Law of 
It, | the Medes and Perſians, which cannot be 
ou © altered: 3 Theff. 1. 8, 9. Who ſhall be pu-' 
e; If riſbed with everlaiting deſtruGion, from 
d, Wl the preſence of the Lord; The — | 
D 0 
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& Hope-will then be brokes ridge 
of Grace will then be drawn, We Gate 
of Mercy will then be ſhut, and the 
Gulph between Chriſt and the Wicked 
never to be paſled over. They may 
cry Out in truth, what the P/almife 1n 
unbelict, Wil/ the Lord cait off for emer 


will he be favourable 20 more £ Is is, ay 
clean gone for ever ? Plal. 77. 7, "hv 


they are caſt off for ever, he will - 
yourable to them no more> They may 
roar out in-vain, How long wilt thou for- 
get. me, O Lord, ſhall I never me remems- 


bred? Pal. 13.1. 


. 4+ Itis an irreparable loſs, ſuch a loſs. 


as nothing can make up. There are 
many good things which we may do 
well without, becauſe the want of them 
may be ſupplied by other things. But 
Chriſt is the one thing neceſlary, the one 
thing excellent ; the want of whom no 
good thing in Heaven . or. Earth can 
make up. When the Soul departs from 
Chriſt, it departs from all. good ; be- 
cauſe nothing is good without him, and 
nothing can be had in the room of him. 
If (ome kind of Food be wanting, ang- 
ther kind way poſlibly do.as well ; ſo 
p i 
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The Sinners privative puntſhment. 

if ſome ſort of Drugs or Herbs for Phy- 
ſick be wanting , there may be others 
found of the ſame Virtue and Operati- 
on 3 but if once the Soul be ſentenced 
to depart from Chriſt, there is nothing 
to compenſate this loſs. He 1s the Sa- 
viour, and indeed the only Saviour, 
4F.4.12, Heis the Mediator between 
a Righteous God and a guilty Creature, 
and indeed the only Mediator, 1 Tim. 
2.5. For there is one God, and one Me- 
diator between God and man , the man 


chriſt Jeſus 


CHAP. V.. 


The reaſons of the Sinners privative 
Punifhment. 


Thirdly, F Proceed to the Reaſons of 
this DoCtrine,and ſhall name 

but two : 
1. Wicked men in the other world 
ſhall be ſentenced to depart from Chriſt, 
becauſe of their wickedneſs or unwor- 


thineſs of his preſence. The Judge him- 


{elf gives this Reaſon in the Text, wverſ 
D 2 42, 


= 
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; Ia.44.22. 
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The Reaſon of the\$rmnths 
42, 43.. For Iwas bittgry; and ye gave me 
0 meat, &c. Sin is the great Wall of 
Partition between God and his Crea- 
tures: Evil cannot ſtand in thy ſight, nei- 
ther — > thou behold the works of Iniqui» 
ty, Pal. 5, They muſt loſe the light 
of his Countenance, who never minded 
the light of his Commandments; the 
holy Teſus cannot abide the Company 
of unholy Creatures. Shall the Throne 
of Iniquity have fellowſhip with thee 2 No, 
it may not, it cannot, Pſal. 94. 20. It's 
contrary to his Honour , who hath 
threatned their baniſhment from him; 
and it's contrary to his Nature, who 
hates their Company. 

It God depart from his own people in 
this world in part,and for a time, it is for 
their ſins. Your Iniquities ſeparate be- 
tween meand your Souls, 7/2.59.2. Thus 
they are the Cloud that interpoſe be- 
tween the Soul and the Sun of Righte- 
ouſneſs, and hinder the light of his Fa- 
vour from ſhining on us. Job knew and 
acknowledged this, in Job 13. 24, 25, 
26. Why hideſt thou thy Face ® Thou 
writeſt bitter thines againſt me, and 
mak ſt me to poſſeſs the ſins of my youth. 
And 
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privative puniſhment. 
And if wicked men depart totally and 
eternally from God in the other World, 
it is for their ſins, Depart from pe' ye 
Workers of Iniquity, I know you not, 
Matth. 7. 23. Luke 13. 27, Departure 
from Chriſt is the Wages which the 
Workers of Iniquity earn, Deeds of 
darkneſs merit utter darkneſs. 

Wicked men now deſire Chriſt to de- 
part from them. They beſought him to 
depart out of their Coaſts, Matth. 8. ult. 
But what is now their Pleaſure,ſhall then 
be their Puniſhment. He will go from 
them, who bid him be gone; and hide 
his Face for ever from thoſe who turn 
their backs upon him in time. He that 
1 wp for Sinners the Torments of 

ell, will not beſtow on them the Joys 
of Heaven. 

2. Becauſe of their unfitneſs for the 
preſence of Chriſt. A carnal heart 
cannot ſavour a ſpiritual Heaven. The 
vitiated nature of man cares not for the 
pleaſures joyn'd with the bolineſs of the 
Cceleſtial Paradiſe, When Angels kept 
not their firſt Eſtate, they left their own 
—— Jude, verl. 6. - As og, as 
they loſt- their primitive Purity , they 

y prime Pati; 
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The Reaſon of the Sinners 
loſt the place of their Glory and Felici- 


ty. Whea once they turn'd haters of 


God and He!ineſs, of their own accord 
they forſook Heaven, Diſtemper'd 
Palats cannot rellifh the choiceſt Dain- 
ties. How can the wicked delight in 
God (which isthe Heaven cf Heaven) 
who haven them a predominant enmity 
againſt htm, Heb. 12. 14. Follow aſter 
holineſs , without which 10 man ſhall ſee 
the Lord. It's holineſs that makes the 
Soul fit and meet for Heaven, Col. 1.12. 
Giving thanks unto the Father, who hath 
made us meet to be partakers of the Inhe- 
ritance of the Saints in Light. The Blind 
-Are as capable of ſeeing, and the Deaf 
of hearing, and the Dead of eating and 
drinking, as wicked men ate of ſeeing 
God as he is, and hearing the melodious 

»Songs of Saints and Angels, and of feed- 
._ Ing of the Tree of Life that groweth 

"Mm the midſt of Paradiſe, 'and of drink- 
ing of the pure Water that floweth from 
the Throne of God and the Lamb,” If 
the Tabernacle. on Earth, wherein are 
the Saints of God, and holy Inſtitutions 
of Chriſt, and the Divine Worſhip, for 
four brfive hours in a week, be a Priſon 
| to 
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privative puniſhment. 
to earthly carnal men, ſurely the Tem- 

le'in Heaven, wherein is the holy One 
of Tſraet in the greateſt manifeſtion of 
his holineſs, Ily Angels, perfteCt Spirits, 
pure Service of the bleſſed God, with- 
out interruption or ceſſation, would be 
a Purgatory , yea an Hell to them. 


. Communion with God is impoſſible (iz 


natura rei) without conformity to him, 
2 Car. 6.14. They tell a broad lye,who 
ſay, They have fellowſhip with God here, 
and walk, after their own luſts, 1 Joh.1.6. 
He that ſaith he abideth in him , ought 
himſelf alſo to walk even as he walked. 
Our delight in God is ever proparttonid- 
ble to our defires' of him. 'Novy wicked 
men deſiring above all things the ab- 


ſence, yea the dethroning of God.z can 


never take any delight in his prefence, 
though they ſhould be admitted there- 
unto. | 
"Tf ſuitableneſs be wanting, that which 
is never ſo excelent is no way joyous or 
pleaſant to. us. All Creatures delight 


'offly in what. is ſuitable to their natures. 
'BarZill4i refuſed the pleaſiires of Davids 


Court, becanſe'they were ſo unſuitable 


to an old nv, that they would be'no 


D 4 plea» 


40 The hainows nature of Sin, 
= glekingp to him ; he could not:taſt their 


eat , nor hear their Mufick. - So all 
the delights of the Cceleſtial Court 
would be no delights (becauſe of their 
unſuitableneſ(s) to (inful ſenſual natures. 
Ungodly men could not relliſh the ſpj- 
ritual Dainties at the Marriage-Supper 
'of the Lamb, nor hear with pleaſure the 
heayenly Quire ſinging the Song of 
' Moſes and the Lamb, I grant that 
wicked men are naturally capable of 
Heaven, as they are rational Creatures ; 
but they are morally uncapable, as 
they are predominantly carnal and fin+ 
ful; ſo they want that holineſs which 
ſhould prepare, and diſpoſe,and fit them 
for Heaven. | 
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 Oſes concerning the hainows nature of Sin, 
| and. grievous miſery of Sinners, 


Uſe. I Shall now apply this Doctrine. 
| It may be uſeful by way of In- 
formation, and by way of Exhortation : 
I. By way of Information. .. © 
Rt tx VII COT. fe 
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and grieous miſery of Sinners. 

r. It may inform us. - If the Wicked ' 
in the other World ſhall be baniſhed the 
preſence of Chriſt, then how hainous is 
the nature of Sin, and how odious-to 
God? God is love it ſelf, and delights 
in Mercy; yea, takes pleaſure in the 
Proſperity of men; Joh. 1.4. In him 
was life, and the life was the light of men. 
Micah 7. 18. Who is a God like unto thee, 
who pardoneth Iniquity, and paſſeth by the 
tranſereſſuon of the Remnant of bis Heri- 
tage £ be retaineth not his anger for ever, 
becauſe he delighteth in mercy. There- 
fore 1t muſt be ſome grievous Crime;and 
ſomewhat which is very offenſive to 
him, that provokes him to ſentence 
them to an eternal baniſhment from him. 
O how horrid a thing is Sin? It brings 
all evil, AKom. 2.7, 8, And deprives 
of all good, 1.59.2. Its formal na- 
ture is a voluntary departure from Gods 
Precepts, Heb. 3. 12. Jer. 2.5. And its 
woful Effect is an eternal total departure 
from his gracious preſence. ' His partial 
temporary departure from his own peo- 
ple, (who are the Objedts of his eternal 
Choice, and infinite Love) which makes 


them go monrning all the gay, and tie 


roaring 


The hainoxs natwre of Sin, 
roaring all the night, becauſe of their ſins, 
ſpeaks much of the evil of fin, but his 
all everlaſting departure from others, 
which leaves them naked and ſtript of 
all Comfort , and expoſed to all Miſery 
and Miſchief, doth more Om——_ 
proclaim its filthineſs and Ioathſomenels. 
It can be no ordinary Cloud or Vapour 
that can obſcure the Sun at noon-day, 
in all his beauty and brightneſs, and 
turn the clear day into a black might. 
And it can be no little or ſmall thing 
which provokes the Father of Mercy, and 
God of all Grace to deal fo ſeverely with 
the works of his own hands. 
.* 2. It informs us of the unconceivable 
miſery of Sinners; They . muſt depart 
from Chriſt for ever. To depart for 
ever from loving and tovely Relations, 
isno mean miſery to them who have no 
other Kindred than thoſe onEarth.It was 
no ſmall -trial of Abraham to Jeave his 
Kindred and Fathers houſe,Ger.12.1.Tp 
depart for ever from dear and intimate 
Friends, is a fore trouble to him whoſe 
heart is knit tothem. The failure a6 
diſtance of Friends wag grievbus to Jab, 
Job 19. 13, 14. And David, he — 
l = 


and grievous miſery of Shes. 
To depart for ever fro alli the Saints, 
the Children of the moſt hiph, the ex- 
cellent of the Earth, from the Members 
of Chriſt, of whom the World is not - 
worthy, will cat deep in them who 
have any .eyes to fee the amidbleneſs of 
their Perſons, and any hearts to under- 
derſtand the benefit of their Prayers and 
Patterns: But to depart for ever from 
Chriſt, the Prince of Life, the Lord of 
Glory , the Heir of all things 3 the 
richeſt Treaſure , and higheſt Honour, 

and ſweeteſt Pleaſure , is doleful and 
dreadful indeed. How may the damn- 
ed cry out, Alt whither do we gonon 
we are going from thee, Fhow aft the 
word; of eternal life. 

The preſence of Chriſt is the happi- 
neſs of the Soul on Earth, Dewt. 4. 7. 1 
will ſee you, and your hearts ſhall rejoyce. 
Joh. 16. 22. And ye now therefore have 
ſorrow : but Twill ſee you agein, \ a#d your 
hearts ſpall rejoyce , and your joy no than 
taketh from you. .No ſuch hearty comfort, 
as in the gracious prefenee of Chriſt. And 
the preſence of Chriſt, is the happineſs 
of the Soul in Heaven. I defrre to be 
aifolved (thongh- death fimply econ- 
fider'd 
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The hainous nature of Sin, 
fider'd be not deſirable) and to be with 
Chriſt. Finis conciliat mediis amorem, 
His preſence is the Heaven of Heavens, 
It's the excellency of the new Jeruſalem, 
that there the Tabernacle of God is with 
mer,and God himſelfſhall be with them, 
Rev.21.3.And the felicity of the Citizens 
there. They ſhall ſee his Face, Rev. 22.4, 
In the preſence of Chrilt is all good, and 
in the abſence of Chriſt is all evil. If it 
were death to Abſolom not to ſee the 
Kings face, what death will it be to the 
damned, to be denied for ever the bliſs-& » 
ful fight of the face of Chriſt. 

If God depart from his people inflll th 
ſome degrees, (for he is their God ſtill, | C 
Pſal. 22.1. Pſal. 88. 1.) and but for alfl cc 
time; as a loving Father, to make his in 
Children more ſenſible of their folly, th 
and of the worth of his Favour ; How a 
ſadly have they cried out, My God, my H 


God, why haſt thou forſaken me £ How c 


horribly will they ſcreech and roar, th 
from whom he departs wholly and eter-} h 
nally, as a ſupream and righteous h: 
Judge. ve 
It will greatly aggravate their miſery, 

to conſider theſe particulars : 
* . I, The 


and grievous miſery of Sinners. 

1, The greatneſs of ttcir los. It's 
not the loſs of an Houſe, or Eſtate, or 
05. F bodily good, but the loſs of a Soul, the 
*m,Yloſs of a Saviour, the loſs of a God; 
#th yea. the loſs of all good, and that for 
m, Yever. It's ſuch a loſe as never had its 
ens fellow or equal: It's ſuch a loſs as can- 
.4-Y not admit of any addition toit. It's a 
nd loſs that never had the like before it, 
it nor ſhall have the like after it. It's an 
the incomparable loſs, that the damned may 
be fay as bs Te have taken away my God,and 
s-W what have Imore ? 

; 2, For how ſmall a thing they loſe 
10H the blefſed Jeſus. If they had loſt 
11, Chriſt for ſomewhat which might have 
" 2 countervail'd the want of him, or had 
his in any degree equal'd him, it had been 
y,M the better ; buttoloſe a God, a Chriſt, 
WEE a Soul, fulneſs of Joy, for a little atery 
7 Honour, or bruitiſh Pleaſure 3 this will 
FF cut to the heart. O how will it wound 
Ir, F the Soul in the other World to think, for 
r-E how fmall a toy, for how pitiful a trifle, 
us havel loſt a Crown of Glory, and Ri- 

vers of Pleaſures for ever! Ah what a 
Fool have I been to loſe Subſtance for 
Shadows, Bread for Husks, —_ 

| O 
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. The bainovs natwre of Sin, 
of living Waters for broken Cifſterns, 
their own. Mercies for lying Vanities, 
Chriſtal ſtreams for puddle Water , the 
choice Dainties of Gods Houſe for the 
Devils ſcraps, Heaven for Earth , and 
all things for nothing! Was any m pFed- 
lam ever half ſodiſtracted. 

3. It will much aggravate their miſe- 
ry to conſider, that it was their own 
voluntary. att toloſe ſomuch for ſo lit- 
tle. They ſhall then think with them- 
ſelves, that this wotul condition in 
which they are,was their own choice. All 
the power and policy of Earth and Hell 
could not force them to deſtroy them- 
ſelves. The Cords that bind them were 
of their own twiſting, the Rods that 
ſcourge them were gather'd with their 
own hands. The Web in which they 
are caught, and kill'd, was ſpun out of 
their bowels. God may ſay to them, as 
©nce to Iſracl, Te have deſtroyed your 
ſelves, Hol. 13. Ye are your own Mur- 
therers. I put your Salvation fo far into 
your own hands, that ye could not be 
damned againſt your wills,  Towr own 
Iniquities corre you, and ye arc holden 
with cords of your own fins, Prov, 5. 22. 

Jer: 
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and grienous miſery of Sinmzre. 
Jer. 4. 18. . Thy. way. and thy doings have 
procured theſe things unto. theez this is 
thy wickedneſs, . hecauſe it is bitter, becauſe 
he B it reacbeth wato thine heart. Jer. 2. 19. 
id | Thine own wickedneſs ſhall corre@ thee,aud 
4. BY thy back-ſlidings ſhall reprove thee : know 

therefore and ſee that it is an evil thing 
. | and bitter, that thou haſt forſaken the 
"n = £074 thy God. 
"ll 4- It will exceedingly increaſe their 
n- & 22guilh, to know perfectly the greatneſs 
in } Of their loſs, Here they know not the 
\11 & worth of a Chriſt; and thenge they 
11 Y 2r< little troubled at the want of Chriſt, 
n. & Þut then their eyes ſhall be opened to 
re & {© the Beauty, Excellency, and Amia- 
at & Þleneſs of him whom they haveloſt, and 
ir Y toſce the coſtly Delicacies, choice Dain- 
ey | <5, pure and perfect Pleafures which 
of Y tbe Godly enjoy in him, and with him 5 
as & and fo by the increaſe of their know- 
ledge, will be an.increaſe of their for- 


w row. . They ſhall ſee Abraham , Tjaac, 
to | and Jacob, in the Kingdom of Heaven, 


be they ſhall fee their Neighbours whom 
they ſcorned and mocked, for their pu» 
rity. and preciſeneſs:in the prefence of 
Chriſt, in the Arms and embraces of 

Chriſt, 


_ 


_ 
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The hainons nature of Sim, 


Chriſt, in a ſtate of full Happineſs and. 


perfet Satisfaftion , while they them- 
ſelves are ſhut out, afd denied entrance, 
Lak. 13. 25, 28; The fire of Hell will 
give them light enough to ſee, as well 
as heat enough to feel themſelves inft- 
nitely miſerable. Ws 
5. [t will greatly add to their torment 
and anguiſh to conſider, that they were 
ſometime near the enjoyment of this 
bliſsful preſence of Chriſt. Pardon, and 
Peace, and Love, and Life, and the end- 
leſs fruition of the bleſſed Jeſus were 
tendered to them, were nigh them, were 
at the very door of their hearts. They 
were ſolemnly commanded , lovingly 
mvited, ſeverely threatned , ſweetly 


allured, and pathetically perſwaded to 


accept of Chrift and Grace; yea, and 
Heaven, and Happineſs, and eternal 


' Life; yea, and their hearts began to re- 


lent, and to cloſe with the intreaties of 
the Goſpel; They were almoſt per- 
ſwaded to be Chriſtians indeed. There 
was but a little, a very little between 
them and Chrift, The bargain was 
driven ſo far, that Chriſt was got into 
their conſciences, they bore wiaeſs for 
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and grievous miſery of Sinners. 

him, and warn'd them, if they loved 
their Lives, their Souls, to accept of 
him while he would accept of them 3 
yea, Chriſt was got into their Judg- 
ments, they gave their Verdi&t on his 
ſide, as one infinitely morc amiable and 
clegible than the World or Fleſh; nay, 
he had potlibly got into their Atections, 
they delighted to hear of his great Love 
to poor Sinners, and of the great things 
he purchaſed for them with his own 
blood ; and yet though they were fo 
near, they came ſhort,and like Ephraim, 
play'd the part of unwife Sons, and 
[tay'd inthe place of the ——. forth 
of Children. 

O how like a Dagger will it pterce 
the heart of them that live under the 
Goſpel, and neglect the great Salvation 
offer'd to them; when they come to be _ 
baniſhed the preſence of Chrilt, and to 
ſee others, who made Religion their 
buſineſs on Earth, bathing their Souls 
in Rivers of Pleaſures , drawing water 
with joy out of the Well of Salvation , 
eating of the Tree of Lite that groweth 
in the midſt of Paradite , and} hous'd 
in the Arms of their deareſt Saviour, 
E and 
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The hainons nature of Sin, 


and ſhall refle& and conſider with 
themſelves, all thoſe Joys and Plea- 
{ures, all thoſe Dainties and Delicacies, 
all thoſe Robes, and Riches, and Glo- 
ries, and Felicities, which they enjoy in 
the preſence of Chriſt, might have been 
mine 3 they were freely,and frequently, 
and affectionately offered to me, I had 
the refuſal of them; nay, IT had a good 
mind to them, I was not far from the 
Kingdom of Heaven. There was but 
a little between me and them, they were 
at the very door of my heart, and ſtood 
knocking there for admiſtion, and de- 
fired only hearty acceptance.;z but like a 
Fool I dallied with them, and dcter'd 
them, as it hereafter had been time 
enough, and ſo have loſt them for 
ever. 

6. It will much augment their an- 
guiſh and miſery to conlider, whoit is 
that patieth ſo ſevere a doom upon them, 
-Fhis dreadful Sentence 1s pronounced 
by Love, and Grace, and Goodneſs it 
{-!t. He that ſometimes call'd them to 
him ſo ſweetly, foaffetionately, now 
calts them from him ſo ſharply, fo 
juctoully, He who ſometimes cry'd 
ro 
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to them, Come to me all ye that labour, 
and are heavy laden and wept over 
them, 0 that then hadſt known, even thou 
in this thy day, the things of thy peace, Re 
that formerly invited , intreated , be- 
ſought them to be reconciled, Mor. 5. 20. 
and ſhew'd them his heart-blood, the 
price of their Pardon and Life, and 
{tretch'd out his Arms to imbrace their 
returning Souls, will now in wrath, and 
rage, and flames, and fury, bid them be 
gone from him, and his Curſe go along 
with them. And it Love prove their 
Enemy, furcly Wrath will not be their 
Friend. And it Mercy be thus againſt 
them, ſurely Juſtice will not be for 
them. Ah how ſorely will it gall the 
Sinner to confider, This dreadful doom 
1s denounced againlt me not by an Ene+ 
my, or one that hated me, but by a 
Friend and Father, by one that loved 
me, and took my nature on him, and 
ſuftered therein the Laws Curſe, to ren- 
der me capable of eſcaping theſe Tor- 
ments which I now ſutfer, and partaking 
of thoſe Pleaſures which yonder bletled 
donls enjoy. 


E 23 CHAP. 


The folly of Sinners; 


CHAP. VII. 


Containing the folly of Sinners, and the 
vaſt di ifference between © We and the 
Godly at the Great d. i. 


3. | T informeth us that every wicked 

man is out of his wits 3 ſurely the 
man 1s mad, who exchangeth his Soul, 
and Saviour , and God, and all for a 
little worldly profit, or flcſhly pleaſure ; 
yea, that parts with true and durable 
Riches, for ſhadowy and fading Trea- 
ſure, that loſeth heavenly and eternal 
Joys, tor carthly and tranſitory Plea- 
ſures. 

No man can love (in, but he hates him- 
ſelf; nor part with his Duty, but he 
parts with his Felicity. And ſurely ſuch 
a man who hates himſelf, and forſakes 
his Happineſs, is a mad man. Well 
might the Holy Ghoſt ſpeak the Prodi- 


gal out of his wits, when he was out of 


his way, and wandring from his Father's 
houſe. How mad was he to forſlake 
Bread for Husks ?* (all the world .is but 
Hulks, dry, coorſe, empty Fare, to the 
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The folly of Sinners. 


Dainties of the Goſpel.) Bread in a 
Fathers houſe, for Hulks among Swine 3 
yea, and plenty of Bread, enough and 
to ſpare, for a few Hulks that could not 
fill their Belhes, 

If one Soul be more worth than a 
whole World, ſurely one Saviour, one 
God is more worth than a thouſand 
Souls, than a million of Worlds, How 
mad then 1s he that parts with this Soul, 
this Saviour, this God, for a little, a 
very little of this World ; yea, for this 
little of the World for a very little 
time, 

If all the delights of the Fleſh, and 
all the Pleaſures of Sin, and all the pro- 
hts of the World, cannot ballance the 
partial enjoyment of God in his Ordi- 
nances for one hour; How unable will 
they be to compenſate the loſs of full 
Communion with God for ever? O 
how inknitely doth Chriſt out-weigh 
what ever the fleſh or world can offer 1a 
exchange for him! 

4. It informeth how contrary the por- 
tion of the Godly and the Wicked is at 
the day of Judgment. At this day they 


fare often alike, they fall under the 
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ſame favourable and frowning Provi- 
dences, they have the ſame Comforts, 
and the ſame Crotles, If any difttexence | 
for the better, 'tis uſually on the Sinners | 
ſide. The vileſt men are exalted, and the 
proud proſper. But at that day there | | 
will be a difference indeed for the better }} 
on the Saints inde. That day will be 
terrible to the Wicked, a day of wrath, | 
a day of the perdition of ungodly men, 
Rom. 2.4. 2Tct.3.7. To the Godly a 
day of Redemprion,a time of retreſhing, 
a day of Light and Gladneſs, and a good 
day, Luk, 21.28. AQ. 3.19. Repent ye 
therefore, and be converted, that your ſins 
way be blotted ont, when the time of re- 
freſhment ſhall come from the preſence of 
the Lord. . 

The difference between the Godly 
and the Wicked at that day will be 
valt. 

1. In regard of their (tation. Then 
ſhall ke ſeparate them one from another, "as 
a Shepheard divideth his Sheep from the 
Goats. And he ſhall ſet the Sheep at bis 
rigEt hand, (in token of honour and fa- 
vour) and the Goats on his left, (as a 
ſign of ihame and contempt) Matth. 25: 
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32,33. Thoſe who are now uppermoſt, 
will then be undermolt. The filth of 
the World will then appear to be 
God's Jewels; and the darlings of the 
World will then appear to be the Chil- 
dren of the Devil. The Righteous ſball 
have dominion over them in the morning, 
P/al. 49. In the night of this world, 
the Wicked lit in high Places, and have 
dominion over the Godly; but in the 
morning of the World, the Godly hall 
lit at the right hand of Chrilt, and have 
dominion over the Wicked, 

2. In regard of the Sentence. And 
indeed herein is the principal difference. 
God and the Devil, Light and Dark- 
nels, Heaven and Hell, arc not more 
contrary than the doom of the Godly 
and Wicked at the great day. 

1. His Voice to the Wicked, is, De- 
part from me. And thoſe words will 
wound to purpoſe : Ah whither do they 
go that go from Chrilt, His Voice to the 
Godly, Come, Come. No Honey to the 
Tait, no Muſick to the Ears, no Cordia! 
tothe Heart, was ever ſo {weet as this 
word of Chrilt, His Voice i thc 
Goſpel, whea ke called out, Come unto 
E 4 mls 
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me all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 
and Twill give you reſt, was (weet and re- 
freſhing to them 3 but that was but as 
water tothis Wine : Come, O come and 
welcome into my Arms and embraces. 
When they who had long'd for his 
coming, and look'd for his coming, 
Titys 2. 13. and loved dearly his 
coming, 2 Tin. 4.8. and figh'd and 
ſob'd fo often for his coming. Why are 
his Chariots ſo long a coming ? why tarry 
the wheels of his Chariot ? Make haſte my 
Beloved, and be thou like the Hart and 
Roe upon the Mountain of Spices. And 
pray'd fo earneſtly for his coming. The 
Spirit and the Bride ſay, Come, Rev, 22. 
17. Come Lord Jeſus come quickly, verl. 
20. Fortheſe to ſee him coming 1n the 
Clouds, with all his train of Angels, and 
to hear him calling to them, Come to me; 
O whocan imagine the joy that will fill 
their hearts! [If when they ſaw him 
coming with the profpettive of Faith, 
they rejoyced with joy unſpeakable 5 how 
will they rejoyce when they ſhall ſee 
him coming with the eye of ſenſe, and 
hear him call to. them to come to 


_ hin, 


2. His 


The folly of Sinners.. 
2. His Voice to the Wicked will be, 
Depart from me.ye curſed. Be gone as a 
cunſed Brood, and my curſe ſhall follow 
ou where-ever you go. His Voiceto 
the Godly will be, Come ye bleſſed of my 
Father, O come dear Souls, whom my 
Father 'bleſſed in his eternal Choice , 
to bleſs whom he ſent me into the 
world, asa token of whoſe bletuing, he 
hath provided an everlaſting Inheritance 
for you. Come ye bleſled in your Souls, 
bleſſed in your Bodies, bleſſed in your 
Names, bleſſed in your Conditions, and 
thrice bleſſed in your eternal poſlefit» 
ONS. | 
3.: His Voice to the Wicked will be, 
Depart from me ye curſed, mmto everlaſting 
fire. Be gone from me to extremity of 
Torments, Fire; and eternity of Tor- 
ments, EverlaSting fire. His Voice to the 
Godly will be, Comze ye bleſſed of my Fa= 
ther, inherit the Kingdom. Ye have been 
Heirs a long while under Age, and Kings 
in the lower World in diſguiſe, the time 
1s ow come for you to enjoy your In- 
heritance. O come ye blefled Ones, 
and inherit the Kingdom as Kings theres» 
of, Enjoy your full Glory, 2 Cor.7.17. 
Pers 


The folly of Sinners. 
Perfe& Pleaſure, P/al. 18. uit. And yalt 
Dominion, 1 Cor. 6. 3. And Rev. 2. 26, 
27. And he that overcometh, and keepeth 
wy words unto the end, to him will Igive 
power over the Nations, and he ſhall Rule 
them with a Rod of Iron, &c. I, and en- 
joy this Kingdom for ever ; Inherit the 
Kinedom : Inheritances are for ever. The 
Lord knoweth the days of the Upright, and 
their Inheritance ſhall be for ever , Pal. 
37. 18. 

4. His Voice to the Wicked will be, 
Depart ye curſed into everlaſting fire, pre- 
pared for the Devil and his Angels. Be 
gone to that place of Torments, which 
infinite Wiſdom and Wrath contrived, 
and infinite Power and Juſtice provi- 
deth for the Devil, and his curſed Crew. 
Depart from me, and be their Partners 
and Companions in Torments for ever, 
His Voice to the Godly will be, Come ye 
bleſſed of my Father, inherit the Kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the 
World, Come take poſletlion of a 
Crown, to which your Heads were de- 
ſtin'd before ye viere born. O come 
and partake of thoſe Pleaſures and Joys, 
of that Glory and Dignity to which 
ba”: | inh- 
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infinite Love eleted you , and which 
infinite Wiſdom, and Goodneſs, and 
Grace hath prepared for you. 

O how valt will the difference be at 
that day between the Servants of God, 
and the Servants of Sin, when thoſe 
ſhall weep, and howl, and wail, and 
gnaſh their teeth for envy and vexa- 
tion; and ſhall call to the Rocks to fall 
upon them, and the Mountains to cover 
them from the Wrath of the Lamb; the 
Servants of God ſhall ſing and rejoyce, 
and lift up their Heads with joy, becauſe 
the day of their Redemption 1s come, 
Rev. 6. 16. Luke 21. 28, And when 
theſe things begin to come to paſs, then 
look, np, and lift up your Heads, for your 
Redemption draweth nigh. 


The Marks of thoſe 


CHAP. VHL 


An wſe of Trial, with the marks of thoſe 
that ſball be baniſhed Chriits pre- 
ſence. 


Secondly, | "His Doctrine may be -: 
uſeful by way of Ex- 


hortation, and that two ways: 
1. Totry whether thou, Reader, art 
one of them that art like tobe baniſhed 
the preſence of Chriſt.It's a wotul doom, 
as thou haſt heard at large ; therefore 
examine thy ſelf, whether 1t ſhall be thy 
part and portion or no? Tohelp thee 
herein, that thou mayſt not deceive and 
delude thy own Soul, .E ſhall give thee 
out of the Word of Truth,the Characters 
of them, to whom Chriſt will ſay, De- 
part from me. 
-__1. Theevil Liver and prophane Per- 
ſon ſhall be baniſhed Chriſts preſence. 
The black Sinner ſhall not ftand before 
the white Throne. Ther ſhall he ſay 
wnto them, Depart from me ye Workers of 
Tniquity, I know you not, Matth. 7. 23, 
Luk. 13. 27. Thoſe who lived in the 
breach 


that ſhall be baniſhed Chriſt t preſence. 
breach of his Commands, muſt not live 
in the enjoyment of his company, 
The Workers of Iniquity muſt aſſociate 
with the wicked One, not with the holy 
One. Heaven can by no means admit 
the unholy ; Into it can in no wiſe enter 
any thing that defileth, neither whatſoever 
worketh abomination, Rev. 21. ult. Scan- 
dalous Sinners proclaim to the World, 
That the Devil, not Chriſt, is their Ma- 
ſter,, and that. Hell where the Devil is 
with his Angels, not Heaven where 
Chriſt is with his Angels ſhall be their 
eternal home. They who never liked 
or loved his preſence on the Earth, but 
baniſhed him their Hearts and Houſes, 
muſt think and expect that he will not 
like or love their preſence, but ſentence 
them to aneverlaſting baniſhment from 
him. 

2. The grolly ignorant Creature ſhall 
be baniſhed the preſence of Chriſt, He 
will not know them who do aot know 
him. Wilful Ignorance doth certainly 
exclude the undefiled Inheritance, A 
blind eye cannot ſee the bleſſed Jeſus 
in all his Glory ; neither can a dark 


Heart enjoy the Kingdom of Light. 
The 
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The Lord Jeſus ſhall be revealed from Heas 
ven with his mighty Angels, to render 
Vengeance on them that know not God, 
C 2 Thefl. 1. 7, 8.) Who ſhall be puniſhed 
with everlaiting deſtrution from the pre- 
ſence of the Lord. The portion of ſuch 
will be everlaſting deſtruction from his 
preſence. They are deſtroyed for lack, of 
knowledge, becauſe they rejet# knowledge 3 
Chriſt will reject them, Hoſ. 4. 6. They 
are loſt Souls, whoſe eyes the God of 
this World hath blinded, 2 Cor.4.4. In- 


ner darkneſs is the direct way to utter . 


darkneſs. 

3. The hypocritical Profeſſor ſhall 
be excluded the preſence of Chriſt. He 
that hath but the ſhadow of Holineſs, 
mult expe& a rcal Hell. -If thou bear- 
eſt the Name of Chriſt, and art not 
partaker of the Divine Nature, thy Pro- 
fellion (as Uriahs Letter to Joab) will 
but haſten thy Execution, Job 13. 16. 
He (1. e. God) alſo ſhall be my Salvation, 
but an Hypocrite ſhall not come before him. 
God will be the godly upright Souls 
Salvation, but not the Hypocrites. He 
ſball not dwell with God, Pſal. 5. 4. No, 
not ſtand in his ſight, 7/al. 5. 5. Nay, 


nor 
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An Exhortation to flie, &c. 


not ſo much -as come before him with 
any Comfort. He may come before 

ood men with acceptance, as the 
Poliſh Virgins before the wiſe, who 
were ignorant of their Hypocrifie, but 
he ſhall not come before the Omni- 
ſcient God. When thoſe Virgins came 
which wanted Oil, the door was ſhut, 
Matth. 25, There was no entrance, 
no admiſtion for them. They had not 
received God into their Hearts (though 
ke was often in their Lips) and he 
would not receive them into his Houſe ; 
The door was ſhut. 


CHAP. IX. 


An Exhortation to flie from. this wrath to 
come 5 with ſome helps thereunto. 


2, |} I may cxhort us totake heed, that 

this ſeparation from Chriſt be not 
our portion. O, Reader, how much 
doth it concern thee , what-ever thou 
loſeſt, to make ſure of the preſence of 
Chriſt in the other World! Believe it, 
though thou canlt bear the loſs of an 
Eſtate, 


An Exhortation to flie 
Eſtate, or Friends, or Relations ; yea, 
and the partial abſence of Chriſt in this 
World , yet the total loſs of Chriſt in 
the other World will be an intollerable 
loſs. They who live here chearfully | 
without him, cannot do ſo there. When : 
thou ſhalt be baniſhed from all thy Poſ- ! 
ſeſſions, and all thy Relations, and all * 
thy worldly Comforts, then alſo to be | 
baniſhed from Chriſt, the Prince of Life, 
and Lord of Glory, and Conſolation 
of Iſrael, will be a woe with a wit- 
neſs. 

Canſt thou read and hear the miſery 
of the wicked, in their total, eternal 
ſeparation from Chriſt, and not tremble, 
for fear it ſhould be thy portion, leſt 
thou ſhould(t be of the number of them 
that ſhall hear that dreadful Voice, De- 
part from me ye curſed into everlaſting 

re. 
To this end, that thou maylt eſcape 
this woful Condition of the Ungodly, ll . 
obey theſe few Directions. Y 

1. Believe and bewail your enmity WW © 
againſt Chriſt. 'He loves you, yet by ill © 
nature thou hateſt him, Prov. 8. Row. I 
T. 31. Rom. 8. 7. Indeed he may ſay of 
thee 
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from this wrath to come. 
chee, and all others in thy Condition, 
They hated me without a cauſe, But 
thou doſt hate him, and thereby art 
wholly uncapable of his preſence. Can 
two walk together unleſs they be agreed ? 

This enmity of thine againſt Chriſt 
(which diſcovers it ſelf in: thy daily 
Rebellions againſt his Laws, and Oppo- 
ſition: to his Authovrity,)) muſt be felt 
and lamented. There isYittle hope of 
their recovery, who are lick unto death, 
and inſen{ible thereof, Matth. 9. 12. 
They that be whole need not the Phy» 
} MW ſician, but they that are ſick, Thy firlt 
1 © work mult be to know this plague of 
. thine own heart; and to know it not 
+ Þ© notionally, as a Phyſician, by reading 
n 
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of it, or beholding it in others; but ex- 
perimentally, as the Patient knoweth a 
Diſeaſe by feeling it, complaining of it, 


mourning for it, and longing to be freed 
- I fromit. 
Conlider with thy ſc}f how impoſlible 
2 I it is for thee to delight in the preſence 
y of Chriſt, whom thou abhorreſt ; and , 
y il 2 take pleaſure 1n the Company of any, 


whom thy nature hath a reluctancy 
again(t, 


F 2. Make 
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An Exbortatson Yo flie 
- 2. Make Chriſt yout Friend through 
Faith in his blood. .There is no getting 
to: Chriſt heteafter,' but by coming to 
him here. - Accept him-now, and 'he 
will accept thee then. * He will ſay*'ts ' 
thoſe that are now ſtrangers to him, *De- 
part from me, I never knew you. If thou 
doſt not know him, and him crucified m | 
this World; he will not know thee in 
the other Whrld. Thou canſt not ra- 
tionally expect admifſion'into his pre- 
ſence, if.thou haft no acquaintance with 
his ' perſon. Strangers 'and Enemies 
are kept:out, when Children, and thoſe 
that are the Friends of the Maſter of the 
houſe are taken in. Ir is by Faith in his 
blood thar:thou canſt be waited tro Hitt; 
and made one with him3-.as the Wife 114 
united to the Husband, and the Mem: 
bers to the Head, Epheſ. 5. 27. That ht 
aright preſent it to himſelf a glorious 
Church. Ephel. 1. ult. Which 3s the Body; 
the fulneſs of him that filleth all inal, \ 
Ephbeſ. 3.17. And being ſo made one 
with him, Huſband and Wife, Head and 
Members ſhall be together for- ever: 
Where I am, there fball ye be alſo, Joh. 14: | 
2,3. Ihe great ground of Chriſts paſſion 


Was, 


. fromthe wrath'to come. 


was, to bring thoſe that believe toGod, 
and that they might abide with him 
eternally. 

3. Follow after holineſs. The holy 
Soul can only ſuit ar holy Saviour, and 
therefore the holy Soul can only enjo 
the holy Saviour. - Two-cannot' wal 
comfortably together, "unleſs: there -be 
an agreement in their diſpoſitions. ' Into 
the new Jeruſalem can in no wiſe enter uny 
thing that defileth, or &ilbckas, Rev. oo 
ult, 

Heaven 1s an holy Hill, Pſall x5. L 
An undefiled Iaheritance'; I'P#.-F. 3. 
The -hoheft or-moſt' holy Mack: Hh 9. 
8,12: And' therefore 'will adtnit: 
none but holy perſons. 'Dogs muſt'b& 
without, when Children. fa}! be kakcon 
within doors. | 
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CHAP. X%. 


The poſitive part of the Sinners miſery 
wo by Fire 5 and why, : 


Come now to the ſecond part of the 

Puniſhment of the Wicked,and that is 
Pena ſenſus , the poſitive part of their 
miſery, or that anguiſh which God will 
inflict on their Soul and Bodies. Which 
puniſhment is ſet forth : 

I. By 1ts extremity. 

2. Eternity. 

I ſhall ſpeak firſt to its extremity, Fire. 
The: Greek word » comes ' from the 
Hebrew Ur, and fo the Latin Uro, to 

From the Greek ** comes Pyranſta, 
_—_— lives in the fire, and lies an 
of it. Fire is uſed to deſcribe the pains 
of Hell, becauſe of the violent pain, 
and extream torture which it cauſeth, 
Whether it be a material fire, as Auſtin 
and Bu/irger think 3 Or Metaphorical, 
as-Gregory and Calvin, i.e. a pain equi- 
valent thereunto; nay, much more 
grievous, as others imagine. But this 
1s certain, no Racks or Engines of pain 
or 
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The Sinners miſery, expreſt by Fire. 
or miſery here below are ſufficient to ſet 
forth thoſe Inſtruments of eternal death, 
which God hath prepared for the wic- 
ked in the other world. The wrath of 
God, which is the very dregs of the Cup 
that the damned ſhall drink, is called 
Fire, Pſal. 18.8, Nay, God himſelf 
in this reſpett is called 2 conſuming Fire, 
Heb. 12. lt. For our God & a conſuming 

Yes 

4 The Dodrine which I ſhall draw 
from this poſitive part of the Wickeds 
puniſhment ſhall be this. 

Do@. 2. That the Wicked ſhall ia the 
other world depart from Chriſt , into 
fire 3 Depart from me into everlaiti 
fire. They ſhall not only be ſtript of a 
good, Depart from me; but alſo befilled 
with all evil, Into everlaiting fire. Our 
Saviour in Matth. 18. 9. calls it Hel/ fire. 
And the Holy Ghoſt terms it, The ven- 
geance of the eternal Fire, Jude, verl. 7. + 

In the Explication of this Doctrine, I 
{hall ſhew : T 

1. Why the poſitive puniſhment of 
the wickedis ſer out by Fire ? 

2. Wherein it exceeds our Fire 2 
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The Sinners wiſety, exyyeſt by Five. 
For the former, the puniſhment of the 
damned reſembleth Fire. 
1. In regard of its intetifion;, and the 
extream' pain and anguwilly it cauſeth, 
Fire is the moſt out-ragious and tor- 
menting of al] the Elements. © Nebuchad- 
neZEZar thought” to fright and fear men 
to purpoſe, "with the threatning of a 
fiery Furnace.” The fire-in the Valley 
of Hinnon, wherein Children were of- 
ered as a Burnt-Offeting to the Devil, 
was exquiſitely tormenting. But 'who 
can tell the pains of "Hell> Thofe fires 
are but dark' ſhadows and'repreſentati- 
vhs of this Fire. 'V Vhat elementary or 
enlinary frre' is' comparable 'to that Fire. 
Ph4leris Bull ;, ' Low-conttffy' Racks, 
Forreign Strapadoes, are nothing; not 
fo rhuch as Flea-bites to the the fre of 
Hell. m—_—_ 20 02% f 
* The wofuleftc& of it ſpeaks it terri- 
ble. - It 'cauſeth weeping, wailing, and 
gnaſhing of teeth. '- The ſtouteft heart 
will then be forced to weep like a Child 
for pain ; theiniolt reſolute ſtordy Spirit 
will wail and! rhoan for anguiſh ,' and 
all will bite their fleſh, arid/gnafh their 
teeth with envy. There Cain may cry 
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Tht Sinners miſery, expreft by Fire. 
out indeed,” rages js ereater thas 
I car bear. 
everlaſting Pdf ? 

The' infinite V Viſdom that prepared 
it, ſpeaks it intollerable ; Prepared for the 
Devil and hjs Angels, i rus Tui, the WOr 
ſignifieth Divinam deſtinationem ;, 1 Cor. 
| Þ} 2.9. Heaven is prepared for the godly. 
7 Matth. 25.35. And they for'Heaven, 
. Rome. 9. 23. Col.1.12. So wicked men 
are prepared for Hell, Rom. 9. 22. And 
Hell for them. 'As if God had from 
eternity confulted and contrived the 
molt exquifite way and means of aftlict- 
ing the Creature. As if his VVrath had 
ſet his infinite VViſdom and Power on 
work to deviſe the fitteſt materials for 
the puniſhment of the wicked,” and the 
mo cutting, killing [aſtruments of cter- 
nat death. 

_ "The Company i in this place of Tor- 
ment, wilt render it the more miſerable. 
1KP evil 'and' bis Angels , thole fright- 

Picnds nd bitter Foes of Mankind, 
(hall be his' eternal Affociates. That 
curſed Crew which drew men to (in, 
and'tempted then fo diligently, ſhall be 
rormentet> with them, and a torment to 
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alas, Who can dwell in . 


| The Sinners miſery, expreſs by Fire. 


- 1c, them for ever. The word for Devil 
»» » «- properly ſignifieth a Calumniator or 


landerer. He firſt ſlandred God to 
man, and then man to God; He is 
therefore call'd the Accuſer of bis Bres 
thren, Rom.12.11. Thoſe evil Angels 
have their Names either from their N 
tures, as Spirits; or Office, as Angels; 
or Dignity, as Principalities and Pow- 
ers; or malice againſt God, as Satan, 
Devil ; or their Fall and Fruits, as un- 
clean Spirit, evil One, Father of Lyes, 
Murtherer , Deaf and Dumb Spirit, 
The Devil is mention'd fingularly, be- 
cauſe there is one chief, The Prince of De- 
vils, Matth. 12, And the reſt under 
him, or becauſe they -are all one in 
Counſel, as if but one in Being. The 
chief Devil hath many other under him, 
at his call and command. This fire is Gid 
to be prepared for the Devil and his An- 
gels, becauſe they are the greateſt and 
chiefeſt of Sinners, others are but their 
Scholars. Now how hot is that Hell, 
that Fire which God from all eternity 
deviſed for the Devils, his moſt malict- 
ous Enemies? And how ill will the 
ſpeed, who haye millions of ſuch dread: 
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The Sinners miſery, expreſt by Fire. 
ful Devils for their everlaſting Compa- 
nions. 

2. In regard of the univerſality of 
the pains it will cauſe. Fire hath all 
manner of Torments in it , and afflids 
the whole man. If any be troubled ex- 
treamly with the Gout, or the Stone,” or 
the Colick, or the Toothach, or any 
one racking Diſtemper, how dolcfully 
doth he cry out and complain? But if 
all manner of Diſeaſes ſhould in extre- 
mity ſeiſe a man, and that in every part 
of him, how dreadfully would he weep 
and wail 2 The truth is, Colick, Stone, 
Cancer, Gout , Toothach , Pleurilie, 
St, Anthonys Fire, and all other, are in- 
cluded in this Fire. It hath not only 
extremity, but alſo univerſality of Tor- 
ments 3 thick darkneſs for the Eyes,hide- 
ous yellowing for the Ears, loathſome 
brimſtone for the Smell; and ev 
ſenſe moleſted and offended'in the high- 
elt degree, every part tormented in 
flames, 


"1 | The difference betwers'*+- 


' CHAP. XL, 
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The difference - between our 'fires and 
Hell fire," 

B- the 'great pam of the wicke# 

willmorefally appear, 'if we'con- 

r the difference between our fires oft 
Earth, and that in Hell. 

1. They differ in the cauſe of their 

kindling. Our fires are'kindled with 

cold Air, a'pQf of Wind; thus the 


ſpark is blown up into a (flame. But * 


Tophet 3s prepared of old + for the King 
it is prepared : the pile thereof is fire and 
awch wood, 'and the breath of 'the Lord, 
trke\a ſtreaw' bf brimflonte, doth kindle it, 
Ha. 230.331 90 whet''@ flame is thar 
which-is blown up by tlie breath of an 
Almighty'Ggd, ' What a valt difference 
is there betweetthe- breath 6f man , 'or 
of a pair of Bellows, 'andthe-breath'of 
a God ? This breath is like a ſtream of 
brimſtone ; and if the breath that kind- 
leth the hre be like a ſtream, or rather a 
Sea of brimſtone, what is the fire it ſelf? 
What avaſt difference is there between 
the 
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thebreath of a/ pair of Bellows, and the 
fire kindled by-them.. 

2. They differ intheir nature. Our 
fres are by Philoſophers deſeribedito be 
a ſtream of ſulphurous particles, or 
ſwarm of motesof brimſtone, violent! 
agitated, and forcibly breaking forth 
from thoſe reſpetive Bodies to. which 
they did formerly belong; + And this is 
apparent, becauſe when any body is 
throughly burnt, the ſulphurious parts 
are almoſt gone; and when thoſe parts 
are gone , what remains will burn yo 
longer. - Butthe'fire of Hell, whether 
it be material os-metaphorical,. 1s quite 
another thing. It is a dedp imprefiion of 
infinite wrath and futy on every member 
of the Body, and'faculty of the Soul. 
And O what a fearful thing is it to fall into 
the hand Aof the living God, for our a 
#9 « ebnſuming fire, Acb. 12, File, The 
wrath of God 1s ſometimes compared to, 
that of a Lion roaring after her prey, 
which tears, and rents, and kills, and 
flays, without the leaſt pi And toa 
Bear robbed: of her +66 , which 
claws, and wounds, and deſtroys what» 
loever comes near her. Bur alas, the 

7A. wrath 


The difference between 
wrath of a God is infinitely more cut- 
ting, more killing. - The Mountains are 
moved, the Rocks are rent in pieces, 
the ſtbuteſt Oaks are rooted up, the 
Foundations of the Earth tremble, the 
great Luminaries are darkned,the courſe 
of Nature is over-turned , when he is 
wroth. Thou, even thou art to be feared, 
for who may ſtand when thou art angry. 

If his wrath be kindled but a little, how 
wofully do his own Children cry ont, Job 
6. 4. The Arrows of the Almighty are with- 
in me, Job 13.24. Wherefore hide$t thou 
thy face, and holdeſt me for thine enemy ? 
Pſal. 88. Their Spirits are drunk up,while 
they ſufſer his terrors, they are diſtraGed, 

hat then will be the condition of them 
on whom he will pour out all his wrath ? 
It a ſmall degree of God's anger be fo 
terrible, when it is mingled with Love ; 
= . will a full Cup of pure wrath 

> 

3. They differ in the ends of their 
Creation, © Qur fires were created for 
our Service and Comfort. God made 
theſe for the uſe and benefit of man, to 

Fence us againſt the cold; to melt and 
mould metals, and form them into 
ſeveral 
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our fires and HAY fires. 
ſeveral 'moulds, &c. But the fire of 
Hell is created for the torment of Men 
and Devils. God makes it of ſuch a na- 
ture, as may beſt ſurt his end. - For eve- 
ry wiſe Agent fitteth his means to his 
end; and the more wiſe the Agent is,the 
more proper means he findeth out for 
his end, Now when the only wiſe God, 
to whom Angels themſelves are Fools, 
ſhall ſet his infinite Wiſdom awork 
about the ml proper means of rack- 
ing and torturing, the poor Creature; 
ſurely it will be done to purpoſe. As 
when his Love ſets his Wiſdom awork, 
to find out a way to comfort his Chil- 
dren, what Rivers of Pleaſures, V Veights 
of Glory , Crowns of Life , tulneſs of 
Joy doth he provide. So when his 
wrath ſets VViidom awork, to find out 
a way for the afflicting his Encmies, 
what ſtinging Adders , and gnawi 
VVorms, and Chains of Darkneſs, - 
Lakes of Brimſtone doth he provide. 

4. They differ in the Fewel that feeds 
them. -Our fires are maintain'd and 
preſerv'd in burning by wood or coals, 
or ſomewhat that is combuſtible; and 


the fire muſt be ſuitable to the mean- 
neſs 


ne” nd Lmitedneſs of the Rewel.” *Biie 


the fire of 'Hell is kd with the Curſe of. 


a righteons' Law, atid'the wrath of an 


infinite God, and the luſts ofthe... 


damned. Ah what work will tin, back'd 
with the Curſe and wrath of God, make 
in the Souls and Bodies of men. -If 
David beloved of -' God ' under 'the 
weight of im, and fenſe' of Divine if. 
ptealures;” went —— all the day, 
and cryeth out ſo-titountully, Thine Ar- 
rows ft3ck faſt iu me; and thy hand preſſeth 
me ſore. There. is '#b ſoundneſs , in” my 
fleſh, becanfe of thine Anger, nor reſt in my 
bones betanſe of my Sin. Mine Iniquities 
are gone over mine head, as an heavy bur- 
den they ure tob heavy for me, Pal. 38. 2, 
3, 4- O what will they ſuffer! and 
how will they roar and how! , whoſe 
Sins are* as'a Mountain of Lead , ſhall 
preſs and oppreſs their Conſciences | all 
whoſe Tufts ſhall gnaw their Spirits, ſet 
home and. cloſe to their Souls by the 
fury and maledifion of God. 

5- They differ in this, that our fires 
are accompanied with Light 3 but the 
fire of Hell, though it hath heat to tor- 
ment, hath'no light to comfort, It is 

d 
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J:\onnyſheS and BA fie Of 
a ſtate oP darkneſs, of utter dathneſs ; 
AMatth. 24: of Blackneſ7 "of Dirkneſs } 
Jude, vetf.'t4. '- They chiive'only 


| enough tro fee thenifelves etidiefly'and 


eaſcletly wretched arid' miſerable. Dark» 
neſsis dreadfyl;':but what darkneſs Jike 
wter darkneſs, or Vlathnefrof darkeefs'? 
The Egyptiens did not move ont of 'their 
places in the time of therrdarkneſs, but. 
what will men do in thedark, inthe 
midſt of ravenous VVolves, and roar- 
ing Lions, -ahd ſtingiag-Adders, and 
fiery Serpents, and frightful Devils? __ 

6. They differ im their Operations: - 

1. Otit fires work only on the Body, 
they cannot pierce: the Sul 3 but Hell 
fre pierceth the Soul. Spirits burn in it 
a3 well: t3 Boties, Go to everlaſting fire, 
prepared for the Devil and big Angels. If it 
ſeiſe or Devils, it will alſo on the Spuls 
of men-'©'The' Spirit- Whoſe ſenſes are 
moſt acute; wil feel the greateſt pain in 
the unquenchable fire. © _= 

2. Our fires deſtroy and conſume 
their feivel 'y they turn theif' wood ard 
coals into 'duft and afhes 5 the bodies 


of: men/are by them turn'd 'into afhes, 


arid hereby the pain ceafeth with the 
life 


\y 
o 
= + 


The fulneſs of wicked mens miſery, 
life of the Creature, But, the fire of 
Hell will never conſume, though it be 
ever conſuming, it will always be de- 
ſtroying, but never deſtroy the Sinner, 
The damned will be always dying, but 
never die. The Almighty hand of God 
will preſerve them, - to undergo that 
wrath that . is intollerable, = thoſe 
flames that are unquenchable. 
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CHAP. XII. 


The fulneſs of wicked mens pujſery, in that 
it's poſtive and privative, with ſome 
Cantions againſt it. 


Vſe. Earn hence the full miſery of 

the' wicked in the: other 
World. They ſhall not only be depri- 
ved of all good, in their baniſhment 
from the preſence of God, but alſo be 
afflited with all evil, in their ſuffering 
the pains of Hell fire. The godly in 
the other World ſhall be perfectly blef- 
ſed, in their freedom from all panal 
and all moral evil, and their fruition of 
all that is truly good, for they ſhall ay - 
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it that it's poſitive and privative, 
be with the Lord, who is an univerſal 
good...So the Wicked in the World 
to come {hall be perfectly curſed, in the 
abſence of what ever is comfortable ; 
and in the preſence of whatſoever is 
dreadful, 'and may render them miſera- 
ble z Snares, Fire, Brimſtone, an horrible 


Tempeſt, ſhall be rained, on them as. 


their portion; woful are the fruits of 
Sin oftentimes in this World. It keeps 

ood from men here, ftrips them of their 

ſtates, Relations, Liberties, Limbs , 
Health, Names 3 nay, of the Goſpel , 
Ordinances, and ſeaſons of Grace, and 
brings on them much evil here, Aches, 
Pains, Diſeaſes in their Bodies, Horrors 
and Terrors in their Souls, But theſe 
are nothing to, the effefts of. Sin 1n the 
other World. Here in the midlt of 
Judgment, Mercy is remembred ; there 
1s no ſtate on Earth of mear or pure 
wrath. All . good things are not te- 
moved, nor. all evil things inflited '6n 
any. - lathe worlt Eſtate there is Life, 


and that cloathed with ſome Favours. 


The pained have ſome intermiſhon, or 
atleaſt remilion of their pains. In the 
lowelt eltare there is hops of beter, 

ane 


The fulnsſ; of wicked mens miſery, 


and that is no' (mall Cordfal to a poor 


Creature; there is no Conditibn ſo bad, 
but might have been worſe, both-for its 
mtention and duration. But now inthe 
other World, the wicked have Judg- 
ment without a mite of Mercy, and 
Miſery without any Eaſe; either in re- 
ard of degree or intermiſſion: "Al 
good baniſhed from them,” and all evil 
inflitted on'them. 
Ex. If the wicked ſhalt be thus pt 
n fhed with the loſs of 'Chrift, and the 
Pains of Hel] fire 5 it exhofts us to fire 
Jigw the wrath to come. ""Ah-who would 
a5 one, hour in flames for 4 Kingdorti! 
ow dreadful is' the hearing of fire 
bre, in the night? How doth the very 
Jound of it” fright men' arid! women? 
Alithen what will the feekimg of it be'fa 
utter darkneſs, in that black-long night 
of eternity F Sinner , when tho * aft 
tenipted to fin. corfider whether the 
{arigfation of thy Laſt will take thee 
amends. for ,..and ballafce the' loſs 'sf 
Wat and' [thy ſuffering the flarhes of 
ell. 
** Alas, hoiwTitfle is the eefurs of Sin, 
[but how reffible how tntollerable is the 
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in that it': poſitive and\privatios. 
pain of it! What wiſe min would be 
rack'd a day: for a moments delight? 
much leſs ſuffer the wrath of an ;ofaire 
Gvd, for the.dreggy pleaſures of a Beaſt. 
Doſt thou'think thou canſt bear it ?-art 
thou able toendure it ? Canſt thou ſuffer 
the pain of -our fire2*1f not, howwy 

thou endurethe pain of that . fire whith 
the breath of a God kindteth,.and 
keepeth burnmg ? which tortures the 
Soul as well as the Body; :and which 
was prepared of God for the _ 
and puniſhing: his Creatures. .'Q Friend; 
flie to Chriſt; if thou .wouldſt flee from 
the wrath to come, 1 1heſſ. 1, ult. He: 1s 


the only. {kreen between thee and'the 


fire of Hell; Flite from'fin, if 'thou 
would(t flie from Hell. fire. . Fhe the 


.Canſe, and thou flicſt the Efiedt : Fake 


away Sin, and you take away' Hell, 
Whatſoever thou ſowelt now, thou 
ſhalt reap hereafter; Gal.6.7. Sow Enjt, 
and reap the Lake that burns with fire'axd 
brimftone for ever. Sow. Holineſs, and 


-reap Happmeſs.; They who ſoto to the fleſh, 


ſhall of the fleſh reap Corruption : but they 
who ſow to the Spirit , ſhall of the $pirit 
reap life everlaſting, Gal. 6. 8, Sol 

| G 2 CHAP. 


The eternity of the Sinners miſery 


CHAP. XIIL 


The eternity of the Sinneremiſery in the 
other World,with the grand Reaſon of it. 


Come now to the eteraity of the 
Sinners puniſhment , m that word 
Everlaſting. 

74 «an», The word is refer'd to God, 
and then is uſed for that which is eter- 
nal; 42 parte ante, or that never had a 

inning. Sometimes it's refer'd to 
the rational Creature, and then ſignifieth 
an-cternity, 4 parte poſt, or that which 
never hath an end. word comes 
from 4, an Age, becanſe what isever- 


laſting, endureth through all Ages and 
Generations, and infinitely | Anivere 


them. 

The Dodqrine which I ſhall draw 
from this property of ungodly mens pu- 
niſhment fhall be this. 


Do@. 3. That the puniſhment of the | 


wicked in the other World will be ever- 
laſting. It will not only be extream, in 
,, regard. of its intention; but alſo eter- 
nal, in regard of its duration. Their 
prt- 
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in the other Wirld. 
privative puniſhment will be eterna{; 
They ſhall be puniſhed with everlaſting d& 
ftruFion, frome the preſence of the" Lord, 
2Theſſ. 1. 7,8. And: fo will their pofſi- 
rive puniſhment be , Jude, verſ. 7. 80» 
dom and Gomorrah, and the Ciries about 
them are ſer forth, ſuffering the venge- 
ance of the eternal fire. And Chrift 
tells us, There the worm never dieth, and 
the fire never goeth out, Matth. 18. And 
again, it'scalled the Lake that burns with 
fire and brimitone for ever. 

It were no ſmall eaſe to the damned, 
if they had hopes of any end oftheir mi- 
or 4, though after as many millions of 
millions of years as have been moments 
ſince the Creation, and as are Creatures 
ſmall and great in both worlds; but it 
may not be, it cannot be ; after all theſe 
years they are not to remain one mo» 
ment the leſs1n Hell. 

[ ſhall only give the Reaſons of it, and 
proceed to the Uſe. 

There are ſeveral Reaſons given why 


the Sinners temporal fault ſhould have 


at eternal puniſhment. 

1. Some tell us, He refuſed eternal 
Life, and therefore it's but reaſon he 
= G 3 (hauld 
F | : | 


The eternity of the Sinners. miſery 
ſhould be puniſhed witheternal death; 


They had eternal pains and etetna] plea- 
ſures ſet before them , and -they choſe 


eternal pains.” -In' chooſing: the way, 


they choſe the end ; they choſe the way 
of the Fleſh, the way of their own 
Hearts , and: ſo. conſequentially they 
choſe Hell, to which that way led.. Now 
if a man hath but his own choice, whom 
can he blame but himſelf? -If a man bave 
what he defireth and loveth, af it be 111 
with him, he muſt thank himſelf. - He 
that ſinneth againſt me, wrongeth his own 
Soul: all that hate me, lowe death, Prov. 
8. ult, Jer. 4: 17,18. . 
:. 2,” Others.tell us, That if they 
fhould [ive here for ever, they, would fin 
for.ever z therefore God taking the will 
for the deed, puniſheth-them for eyer. 
They die eternally for (in, who would 
have lived eternally i fin. _: Yellet ſive 
fine vivere ut poſſet ſme fine peccare, Greg. 
Man would live here forever, if he had 
his will; that He night ſin forever. $co- 
tx and Aquinas tell us, Peccant in eterno 
ſuo O- puniuntur in eterno Dei : They :(1n 
10 :their eternity, and | God puniſheth 
*them in his eternity. If Gad. would 
2þ "th 6.10 give 
OS 
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in the other World. , 


give them an eternal abode on Earth, 
they would imploy it in diſobeying and 
diſhonouring him eternally. And be- 
cauſe they would (in for ever, therefore 
they ſhall ſuffer for ever; Jer.8.5. The 
Children of 1/-4cl are -fhdden back with 
a perpetual back-iliding ;'they hold faſt 
deceit, andvyefuje to return. How loath 
are they to forſake their Luſts: 1. They 
hold them faſt. As a Fountain ſendeth 


forth water, ſo doth the Sinner ſend forth 


wickedneſs, Jer. 6.7. Now a Fountain 
ſendeth forth water freely without con- 
ſtraint,and conſtantly without ceſſation. 
What any thing doth naturally, it doth 
ealily and unweariedly. The Sun ſhines 
naturally, and he ſhines —_— any 
pains or tirefomeneſs. The Fountain 
ſends forth water naturally, and doth it 
with eaſe and conſtancy. So the Sinner 
ſins naturally, and doth it delightfully 
and unweariedly. Whenthe Body and its 
members, the inſtruments of fin,are tired 
and worn out, and unable to execute the 
laſts of 'the fleſh, the body of fin 1s 
{till freſh and vigorous 1n plotting and 


' conſpiring*evil, and in embracing and 


cheriſhing evil motions: whence it ap- 
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The eternity of the Sinners miſery 
pears, that man inning naturally would 
(if he ye ſin eternally, and thence 
ſay they, He is tormented for ever. 
Bur, 

3. The principal Reſon of the eter- 
nity of the Sinners miſery ,. and indeed 
the only reaſon in my Judgment (with 
due reſpett toothers) is the infinite de- 
merit of fin, as committed againſt an in- 
finite Majeſty. Becauſe the Sinner is 
not capable of bearing a pumſhment in- 
finite in intenſion, therefore he muſt 
have it inficite in duration. TI doubt 
not, but1if the Sinner were able to bear 
.the infinite ſtroak of Divine Juſtice 
(notwithſtanding his will to fin for ever, 
and his E&hoice of eternal death, and all 
the other reaſons that are uſually 
brought for the eternity of their pains,) 
he ſhould not ſtay long in that priſon of 
Hell, but quickly be releaſed : But be- 
\cauſe a poor finite Creature hath not a 
back ſtrong enough to bear an infinite 
blow,therefore he muſt be always ſuffer- 
10g. 
| The notoriety and malignity of fin 
proceeds from the dignity of tbe Perſon 
. againſt whom its committed, as I have 


largely 


| 
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in the other World. \ 
largely ſhewh elſe-where. ''"Becavife the 
Authority of an infinite God/is $i 
the Law of an infinite God difobeyed, 
the Love of an infinite God undervalu- 
ed, and the Image' of an infinite God 
defaced by fin, therefore there is an in- 
finite demerit in fin. In a Treatiſe 
called ; The Incomparableneſs of God. 
And becauſe man cannot 'give- fatis- 
faction infinite in value, therefore he 
muſt give that ſatisfadtion which is inft- 
nite in time, or rather in its eternity, 
= 49. 7, 8. Pſal. 51. 4. Job 7. 20. 
nd conſidering that God was re- 
ſolved to have Bll ſatisfaion for fin, 
I conceive Chriſt himfelf could nor 
ave ſatisfied for the fins of any, 
if he could not have offered a Sacri- 
fice of infinite merit to anſwer the 
infinite demerit of ſin. But herein the 
Wiſdom and Goodneſs of God did fu- 
perabound, in providing an Antidote 
ſtronger than the Poyſon ; for whereas 
lin is infinite, only ObjeFive, as com- 


mitted againſt an infinite God : The, Sa- - 


crifie of Chriſt is infinite, both 0bjeFive 
and SubjeFive, as offer'd up to' an infi- 
nite Majeſty, and offer'd by-one that 


WAS 
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"Hom rene Cauſe to env Sinners, and how | i 
careful we. ſhoul "4 be. to avoid their | f 
eternal puiſery 


ſe r. \ E may learn hence what 
: little cauſe any have to 
envy Sinners-their fat and ſweet in this 
World. Alas, for . their poor ſhort | 
pleaſures of fin, they muſt have extream | 
-and-- eternal torments. Who would 
. grudge them. their portion, or eat of 
their Dainties, or buy their Bargains , 
.that 15: not mad, and quite bereaft of 
| his wits, Prov.-23. 17, 18. My Son envy 
not Siuners :. for ſurely there is an end. 
I, and. a, fadend for poor Sinners. An 
end of Woe, and Wrath, and Death, 
.and. Miſery, without any 'end or caſe, 
.Ah what ſad; Objedts are they of Pity, 
,who laygha minute, and muſt weep for 
ever! 


and how careful t0:4u0id eternal:miſery. gy 
ever-!. who:for alittle gigyi irth 
and. poor droly. pleaſures, mull, fry.eter= 
nally /in Hell flames among Deyils and, 
damned Spirits. bo dis ol 
Ex. Reader, Believe and conſider this 
miſexy of the, Wicked, and be reſtleſs, 
till chou art ſecured againſt it. , Ponder 
it well, to be among Deyils, thoſe 
{tinging Serpents, roaring Lions, fright- 
fal Monſters, would oko thy bar ſtand 
an end, and thy heart to-ake ;, but to be 
amonglt them in extremity of Torments, 
in fie, in fire, kindled by the infinite 
wrath of God, and .in univerſality of 
Torments, - to have. all kind of Judg- 
ments and Plagues, inflicted on thee "'Y 
and on every part of thy Body, and all 
the ,powers. of thy Soul; and to ſuffer 
all this for ever, ever, ever. Canſt thou 
bear the company of Lions, and Bears, 
and Wolves, and Adders,and:Serpents, 
&the deformed Monſters here for ever? 
How then wilt thou bear the Company 
of Devils, bideous, monſtrous, fright- 
ful Hell-hounds for ever? .Thou canſt 
not bear the pain of our fire for one day, 
.ng not for one quarter of an hour 3 how 
-tþen wilt thou; bear the ,pain of Hop 


To 14, 


1:  DibMh canſe to enoy Shnmers, © 
fire for ever? Ah who can dwell in ever- 
fling burnings ! who' can endure. abi- 
> The Patient m a violent 
fit of the Stone, or Colick, or Gout, 
fapports himſelf with this Cordial, This 
will not laſt long. The Woman in la- 
bour, in the extremity of her pains, hath 
this to revive lier, 47 this, throvgh the 
kindneſs of God, will ſoon be over. The 
Primrtive Chriſttans comforted them- 
felves under their dreadful Sufferings 
from their Perſecutors, with this, Our 
light Aftidions are but for a moment. 
They are black Clouds, but will ſoon paſs 
over, and vaniſh away, But, Reader, if 
gnce thon art turn'd into Hell, into thoſe 
unconceivable intollerable flames, a- 
mongft thoſe frightfal Devils, thou 
canſthave nothing to bear up thy Spirit, 
not the lea(t hope of any ceſſation, or 
intermiſſion, or remiſſion of thy pains. 
Ah how'will difpair, like a dagger, ſtab 
thee to the heart! what a cutting coro- 
five will it be to think , Tam here a- 
mongſt horrid, hideous; hellifh Devils, 
(who have been my- Tempters, and are 
now my Tormentors,) baniſhed' the 
"bliſsful preſence of - God —_ 
uy hriſt, 
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and how careful to evoid eternal miſery, gy \ 
Chriſt , fufſeriog thoſe ttorments,” and 
ins, and miſery, wo which all the 
and racks on Earth are but as the 
rafing of ſkin to Nebuchadntzzars 
Furnace, Ah what Tongne can 
what this poor Bedy fuffereth in every 
part of it ! Ab what Underſtanding can 
apprehend the anguiſh and remorle of 
this Soul, its -cutting Reflettions on 
what-it _ —_ —_— 
ling prav1 what it mu , 
Sy ant endure all this for pc 


\Fhough my pains are ſo extream in their 


intention, yet if they were ſhort in their 
doration, I had ſome ground of com- 
fort; nay, if they were torſaſt no more - 
millions of years, 'than there' are Stars 
in Heaven, and' drops of waterin the 
Occan, I ſhould have ſome -crevis of 
light, ſome hope to bear up my! heart : 
Bur alas; alas, I am herein the midft of 
this curſed Crew, under theſe extream 
itneffable pains, and muſt be here for 
ever. The wrath upon me & abiding 
wrath, J-b. 3. ut; It is wrath to come, 
and ever will be wrath to come. After 
Ages, and Generations, and milLons of 
them; I, and millions of millions of 


them, 


ue (1 vOunebanſetorentyIiwnrers, | |. wn. 
ithem,: my:-pain -would:not be a mornet 
:the fcarera penod. , 'Myaight of datks 
-ne{ and; horrour:will-be along night ir 
gdeed; the Clock. will never 1trike,-the 
itime will never paſs, the morn will nevet 
dawn, arid. the Sun will-never riſe, --'O 
-what ſhall'T do; thouſands, 'and thow 
nds ob thouſands., millions, and milli- 
ons; of millions, of millions, ſignifie:not 
-a Montent tomy witched: abd- curſed 
.eternityy 11 Ah ;fuch-company, ſuch mi 
| feryp,, aid ithat' forever, ever; !cver ! 
-Reader;ndoth: not thy-:Soul tremble! to 
-think of this, which will be the portion 
(probably): of moſt! in //the Chriſtian 
World: / ad: wilt: thou 'give thy: {elf 
-& moments» zeſt-, 'in, arftate liable! tind 
-Obnoaxiaus; to it :: Borr the. ſake of 
3eby /precious' Soul; {iF'thon haſt :atiy 
: true ſelfþlove., Break, off thy ſins by 
. Repentance , and thine Iniquities by at- 
r-eepting of thy Redeemer. | Hell hath not 


- yet ſhut (its, mouth upon thee ,, _ nor . 


:ts 'the gate. of Mercy yet ſhut againſt 
. thee. O bleſs the Divine Patience; and 
know the things that: contern thine, aw11t 
peace. |. | 


Thy 


ant b1w carrfmbto tovid weratal mifary. | w HS 
A Thy life is ſhort and uncertain z when 
| once ch (fe .thee, [tou art immes- |, 
is | diately fixed, there can beno ch 
\e | noalteration ofithy ſtate.7 Teats,Projy 
«+ | ers; 'Groans)Sighs, Sobs,: will work, no- 
5 | thingy prevait nothing with. the Judge 
to alter. his Sentence, or thy,Condityon, 
Naw'is the accepted time, nom 4s, the" day 
+ | of Salvation. Therefore, O Sinner, 
1 | Agree with thine Adner ſary quickly, wilt 
| thowart in the way with him: leſt at any 
j | time the Adnerſary: deliver thee to tbe 
) | Judgey and the. Judge deliver. thee to. the 
R Officer, and thou he. cat into Priſon. Kee 
; | rily Eſajmntathees; thou ſhelf. by no picans 
e | come, ont thendey 3H! thow haſh: paid the 
wttermoſt farthing, Matthag:25, 26..Byt 
| triviog written Jacgely of this iq anofher 
'Freanic , and intending; th::fpeak of 
hemzbnly by way at: Preface, 'to-what:l 
mainly ifttend;41 and; now. come:: £0: di- 
ſoourlt of, ;and that'is the Nature, Dag 
ger, Cauſe, and Curſe ot Singgt Omiſh- 
.oh.} in. theynedbus' of; ;thix ſayere Seg- 
-ttnceyE ſhall ſpeakano mare thereof, baye 
roteed to thethird general pars of the 
ext, and thatigthe reaſon... 
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the r Chri / ſobre: Lentence; dad 
wer of ' reſolved, whether the Righ- 

» "tres by cher Ads of Charity, do not 
Heawen 4s well, as the Wicked; 

hy tes ——_ thereof, deſerve Hell. 


Thirdly; " "He realowof Chriſt's ſe- 
* vere 'Sentence againlt 
them, wer). 42, 43. For I'was an bungred, 
and" ye gave we no wet : Twas thirſty, 
and ye gaye ene no drink, Iwss a ranger, 
and ye \t00h-me not in5 naked, and. ge 
elothed. Me-not : en in « prijen; and 
> kemrot; r* 
words havenothing ; of difficult 
fo them; and” RE {hall not waſt 
ime in the explication ofthem. Every 
-bne/ knows what" it is:not to give meat 
to the Hungry, or drinkieo the __ 
-or Raimentico the'Naked, oc. 
*It is the omiſſion of a Duty , viz. a 
»yity, which-God commands, and alſo 
that Believersare the' Members ot Chriſt, 
Epbeſ. 1. ult, Chriſt myſtical , 1 Cor. 16. 
t2. And therefore what injuries arc 
done 
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done to them; fe done to 4 
Only it. may*be meedfal 'rq' ſpea 
hell two particulars,' before T raiſe"th 
Dodtrine. 0 EIS 
1. Whether th&re be not the Ke 
ground of the Salvarion'bF the bleſſed 
that there ts of the dimination' of the 
wicked ;3' namely, the merit 'of their 
works. Both ſeemto fpeak it, Cove ye 
bleſſed, &c. Fob I was bhygry, and ye gave 
me meat. Again, Goyt curſed, &c. For 
4 was hungry, and ye gave me no meat 2 
C. | - 


great day by thie performince or negle& 


of this Duty of Chariry,] #nd' nor |t4-,” 
ther by their perfornia egg 


Prayer, Hearing; Watchfblneſs, or fot 
other Duty, or by their Hutnility, Hea- 
venly-mindednefs , Patience; Terps: 
fance ? e+e, bo ep 
In anſwer to the firſt, though Bellar- 
mine affirms; There is the ſame reaſbti thi 
each , and - Corwel. A Lajide,, with the 
reſt of the Papiſts, coticur therein, yer 
if they were 'not wilfully, blind, Of 


' Might ſee enongh in'the Text co dil- 


e then, 
Nw H 1. In 
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2. Why Chriſt wilt try men at the 


gf: The reqſorof Chriſte Jevere Sentence: 


ton rit t e.Ky MW, Wnggrnpiotrs Thy fas 
{gpnheelt Ee Hereditatis- 
Jare poſſidere, to enjoy a thing by right 
of -laheritance, from Parents and An- 
ceſtors; and -not. by right of Purchaſe, 
or deſerving,z,theretore Heaven is often 
called »mempics. an Inheritance, Col. 1.12. 
Fpheſ. 1. 14. I Pet. 1.3.. So the Type of 
it, the Land of Cangan is often called 
by the 70, probably from the diviſion 
A wie Or. diſtribution. of the Land by lot to 
SZ-Lex- Them, Joſh. 14.2. which to a word is 
ceu jus» the import. of the word. + Now they 
+ quiaber- Whq enjoy an Eſtate by right of Son- 
_ Km perfor- {Dip,. do not paſſes. t-by. Merit. What 
cena Faty,,a Child who may inherit his de- 
bant. ceaſed Fathers: Eſtate in his.Child-hood 
or Infancy do to deſerve that Eſtate, 
2. Iathat Chriſt tells them, That this 
Kingdom was prepared for them before the 
foundution of the World, Now what 
could they do before they had a Being 
to, deſerve this Inheritance. And the 
Apoſtle is poſitive, that all is to'be re- 
ferred to the Purpoſe of God, not to 
the picty of any men. For. (faith he) 
the Children being not yet bory, neither 
| Oe | having 
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The reaſon of Chriſt: ſevere Sentence; 
having- done any good or evil, that the 
Purpoſe of God atcording to Eleion might 

ſtand, (mark) not of works, but of hins 
that calleth, It was ſaid unto her , The 

Elder ſhall ſerve the younger, Rom.9.11, 
12. Eph. 1.4. Rev. 13.8. 


If it be Obje&ed, That God foreſaw' 


that they would improve their Free will 
unto the performance of ſuch good 


Wotks, whereby they would deſerve: 


Heaven, and therefore choſe them to: 
Heaven, which the Papiſts. ſtand much 
upon. I anſwer, | | 

I. The fore-fight of their Faith and: 
good Works cannot be the cauſe of their 
Election , becauſe their Elefion 1s by: 
God himſelf declared to be the cauſe of 
their Faith and good Works: If. their 
Faith and Obedience be. the effect of 
EleCtion, they cannot be the cauſe of it ; 
but ſo they are, Joh. 6. 37. All that the 
Father hath given me ſhall come to me, 1. e, 
believe on me. 
ordained to eternal life believed, . A&. 13. 
43. So for good Works; Joh. 15. 13, 
Fph.1. 4. Rom. 8. 30. 

2. Then mans will muſt be the ground 
of God's Acltions, not his own Will. 
H 2 The 


Again, As many as were! 
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zoo The reaſon of Chriſts ſevere Sentence. 
The'Scripture tells us, That God worketh 
all things after the Counſel of his own will, 
Epheſ. 1.11. But ſay the Papilts in Elc- 
Hon, God worketh according to the imp» 
werent of mans will. 

3. Then the accompliſhment of Goc: 
Decree depends upon the mutab'e and 
uncertain will of man, ſo that ti1cre. is a 
poſiibility that God may be diſappoint- 
ed of his Choice, and his Elect of that 
Happineſs to which they are choſen, if 
both depend on a changeable Creature. 
But the word of God ſpeaks the contra- 
ry, that God cannot be fruſtrated of his 
Choice , - on 33. 10. The Comnſel of the 
Lord ſtandeth for ever, the thoughts of his 
heart to all Generations. His Decrees are 
ſare, '2'7i77; 2.19, though his ſentence 
may be alter'd, er. 18. 7, 8,9, 10. Nor 
can the Ele& be diſappointed , 2/atth, 
24. 24. If it were poſſible , they wonld 
deceive the very Ele. Here the im- 
poſibility of their ſeduCtion is grounded 
on the ſtability of their EleGtion. 

4- Then there can be-no EleGion of 
Infants to everlaſting lifte.. I mean, 'of 
ſuch-as God fore-ſceth or ordaineth to 
die in their infancy, becauſe God cannot 

| fore- 
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fore-ſce that theſe will improve the li- 
berty of their wills unto Faith and Re- 
©- © pentance. That Infants may be faved, 

1s clear, Matth. 19. 14. Swffer little Chil- 

dren to come unto me, and forbid them not, 
:' | fer of ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven. 
d Matthew calls them az» Luke &i, the 
2 F firſt word ſignifieth Pxerulzs, a little 
> Child, one, ſay the Criticks, that isin the 
CF firſt ſeven yearsof his Age. * But the lat» 
if F ter, Luke 18. 15. fignifieth Infants news 
; ly born, or ſucking Babes. Now if of 
- | ſuch is the Kingdom of Heaven, then 
3 they may be ſaved. But none are ſaved, 
- ſave ſuch asareelected ; therefore with- 
f 


out any fore-ſight of Faith or good 
Works, rational Creatures may be 
elected, Rom. 8. 30. Rom. LI, 7. 

5. If fore-ſight of mens Works be 
the cauſe of their Election, then man 
hath whereof toglory. He 1s then the 
cauſe of his own Salvation. Elecjon 1s 
the Original of all, a fpring that rungeth 
under ground for a time; firſt bubleth 
up and diſcovers it ſelf in effectual Cal- 
ling, ſo glideth along in a life of Faith & 
Hohneſs, and at laſt emptieth it (elf in the 
Ocean of Peace,and Joy,and Happineſs: 

H 3 SO 


The reaſon of Chriſts ſevere Sentence, og 


yo2 The reaſon of Chriſts ſevere Sentence. 


So that if man be the Cauſe of his 
Ele&ion, then he may thank himſelf for 
his Salvation. J-þ# is no more beholden 
to God than Judas, for 'tis the improve- 
ment of the freedom of his Will which 
brings him to Heaven. God did as 
much for J«das (lay they) as for John. 
But how contrary is thisto the word of 
Truth ? Rom. 4. 2. But if Abraham were 
ified by Works, he had whereof to glory. 
The Scripture (pcaks in another Dialect, 
By Grace ye are ſaved, through Faith, not 
of Works, left any man ſhould boaſt, Eph. 
2.4,5- The Knife with which Adam 
cut his own Throat, and wherewith he 
murther'd his Poſterity, was Pride. He 
would hold of himſelf, and not of God. 
The wiſe and gracious God, in the way 
he hath taken for our Recovery, 1s 
pleaſed to lay this Knife as far as may be 
out of our way, leſt we beruin'd by it 
a ſecond time: Though this Pride, the Po- 
piſh Doctrine of Merits, and fore-ſight of 
good Works maintains; but God tells 
us, Man is nothing, and God all in all ; 
that no fleſh might glory in his preſence, 
1 Cor. 1. 27, 28, 29, | 
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The reaſon of Chrifts ſevere'Sentence. 
6. The Holy Ghoſt gives us the true 


n ing from this of the Papiſts, and that 
>- © is the Will and Pleafure; Having pre- 
h i deſtinated us according to the good Pleaſure 
IS of his Will, Epheſ. I. 5. Berne predeſt i- 
re. | rated according to the purpoſe of him,verl. 


f [I. 


C Rom. 9.18. Therefore hath he mercy on 
, whom ke will have mercy , and mhom be 
Y will he hardneth. 

t Matth. 11.26. Even fo Father, for ſo 
. | it ſeemed good in thy light. 

; 2 Tim. 1.9. Who hath ſaved ws, and 
> | called ws with « holy Calling 5 not according 
to our work, bat according to bis own Pur 


poſe and Grace which was given m4 in 
Chriſt before the world begun. © Again,the 


F0J 


2round or motive of EleQion, far differ- 


Particle For, enim, # is counted cauſal, — 


not that always it noteth the Cauſe, but 
fometimes a Reaſon or Argument, whe- 
ther taken from the Cauſe or Effet . 
Matth. 1. 18. Matth. 15. 14.7 Tim.2.7, 
Beſides this is ſufficient for parity of rea- 
ſon, or the reſemblance, rhar as forne 
go by the way of good Works to Hea- 
ven, ſo others by the way of evil Works 
to Hell. Good Works ar@ not mms, 
H 4 ce 


104 The reaſon of Chriſt « ſevere Sentence. 
| cen.canſa ſalutis ſed rurmg,reſpeFu fidei &e 
finis ejus; vite tterne , Glail. not the 
cauſe: of reigning , -but the way to the 
Kingdom. , . Once more, Let the Papiſts 
ſhew the ſame proportion between a 
few imperfett defetive good Works, 
which men are enabled to do by the 
help of God, and the unconceivable 
eternal Joysand Glory of Heaven that 
is. between the evil works of men, and 
the endleſs pains of Hell, and then let 
them plead their merits. - They may, if 
they pleaſe, obſerve, that the Saints 
themſelves are fo far from pleading their 
Merits, or boafting their deſerts, that 
they hardly remember that they ever did 
thoſe Works which Chriſt proclaims to 
their praiſe, and rewards .through his 
.- own blood with a Kingdom. Lord, when 
- - ſaw we thee hungry or thirſty  &c.O what 
a vaſt difference is there between an up- 
right humble Chriſtian, who acknow- 
Iedgeth himſelf Jeſs than the leaſt of all 
Gods mercies, and a proud Papilt that 
dares lay, Celum gratis non accipiam. - 
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Chrift will try men by as of Charity, wx0y 
CHAP. XVI... ; 


= LL 
ts BU why Chriſt will try men at the Great Day 
a by as of Charity. 
S, 
[- He ſecond queſtion to be diſcuſſed 
le before I proceed to the Doctrine, 


it EF is, why Chriſt tryeth men at that day by 
d FF the negle& or performance of Charity, 
:t | and not of ſome other Duty, as hearing, 
if Y praying, watching;c*c. Ot by their Pati». 
ts F ence, Humility, Temperance, or Heavens 
r } ly-mindedneſs? &c. To thisI anſwer; 
T: Theſe Works of Charity; are by 'a . 
dF Synechdoche put for new Obedience; 
o || andall the good works of a Chriſtians 
s I life,- Though: Chriſt mention'thofſe:as 
# | theteſt of men at that day, yet he dothh 
t F not herebyexcludeothers.:: The Scrip- 
+ | ture abundantly proveth , that other. 
- | Graces and Duties ſhall be rewarded at 
/ that day , 1 Pet. 1.6, 7. Matth. 10. 18; 
t Heb.. 6. 10, &c.- and thati .mep ſhall 
| be condemned 'far other (ins befide the 
' negle& of Charity. The want: of the 
Wedding-Garment , Ma#th. 22, 12, 13- 
Unprotitableneſs in the mgpvarcer of 
a- 
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tos Chyiſt will try men by'ults of Charity. 
Talents, Matth. 25. 30. We have a 
Bed-Roll of ether fins condemning , 
I Cor. 6. 9, 10. Rev. 21.8, Indeed eve- 
ry fin, any fin that men have lived in, 
and loved, who have died impenitent, 
will be found damnable at that day. 

It cannot rationally be ſuppoſed, that 
the performance or neglect of thoſe 
outward a&ts of Charity ſhould be the 
general teſt, (I mean-of all ) for how 
then ſhall thoſe that die in their Infancy 
and Childhood; or ſuch as are extreamly 
poor be tried, who arerendred wholly 
uncapable of feeding the Hungry, or 
cloathing the Naked. Neither do judge 
it ſhall be the ſole teſt, for it's poſlible 
for a man in theſe outward adts to be 
bountiful to men, who! hath no regard 
or':fear of God in him. The Apoſtle 
ſuppoſeth a man may give all his Goods 
to. the poor, and yet be void of true 
love to the poor, 1 Cor. 13. 3. It's un- 
queſtionable, that. the Worſhip of the 
bleſſed God is much more excellent than 
our kindneſs to the Childrenof men '(as 
Calvin well obſerveth on the Text) yet 
Chriſt who- knoweth"the' hearts of all 
men, and /fyom what principles they a&, 


will 
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will mention the Saints a&s of Charity 
at that day, and reward them according- 
ly,and will mention the Sinners omiffion 
of Charity at that day, and condemn 
him for it. 

1. Becauſe atts of Charity are more 
obvious and apparent to the World: 
Though the Chriſtian uſually is cloſe 
therein, and will not let his left hand 
know what his right hand doth ; yet 
Charity, like Muſk, will diſcover it ſelf. 
The ObjeRs thereof will publiſh their 
Benefators ; and he himſels thinks it 
needful ſometimes to be open and pub- 
lick in his liberality (though not for 
ſelf-oſtentation, yet) for others imitati- 
on. Luther tells. us, That Chriſt will 
try men this way , becauſe the World 
{hall juſtifie his Sentence both of reward 
and puniſhment, If a man be charitable, 
all his Neighbours take notice of itz yea, 
commonly love him for it ; the. vileſt of 
them. will commend him, though by his 
toly Converſation he condemns them. 
I ſuppole this is the: good man'of whom 
the Apoſtle ſpeaks, when 'he tells us, 
That for ſuch a one « man will even dare to 
die, Rom. 5. Therefore when _ 

a 


Chriſt will try men by at; of Charity, tap 


x3 Chriſt will try men by als of Charity: 
ſhall acknowledge the Charity of his 
people,and then reward them with him- 
felEthe wicked Neighbours of theſe men I r 
will confeſs the truth thereof, and their Þ Li 
Conſciences will force them to conſent i C 
thereto. Again, there is bardly a Muck- I in 
worm, whoſe Motto is, To have, and to | m 
hold,.to heap, and to hoard up, who i te 
will as ſoon part with his blood, as any Il tc 
thing confiderable to the poor ; but all I tc 
his Neighbours, good and bad, obſerve I in 
him, ſpeak of him, and generally con- I ” 
demn hing for his earthly-mindedneſfs. I ſu 
So that when Chriſt at the Great Day I} ** 
ſhall accuſe him, they will be forced to I ©: 
atteſt the truth of that Accuſation, and | A 
when Chriſt at that day ſhall condemn I} 1 
him, they :cannot but agree to the Sen- I B 
tence 3 Pſal. 52. 6, 7. ghteows alſo © >' 
ſhall fee, and fear, and ſhall laugh at him. || L 
Lo, this is the man that made not God his | © 
ſtrength -. but truſted in the abundance of | © 
bis riches, and ſtrengthned himſelf in his t] 
wickedneſs. L 
2. Becauſe theſe aQts of Charity are |} h 
fignes of [Faith -and Love, to which || © 
Graces Heaven is promiſed, James 1..12. || | 


James 2. 56. Job..3. 16, 17,18.  Crilt 
ny who 


who knoweth the Heart, wnderſtandeth 
0m what inward root our outward 
run ſpringeth 3 and therefare Faith and 
Love; which are the: Fountain of true 
Charity, Jawes 2: 15, 16,. 17. being 
inward and ſecret, . he mentions what is 
more open and known, as a ſign aud 
teſtimony of that faith in bim, and love 
to him, which are inviſible and unknowgl 
to the World, Faith is a Grace ſeated 
in the heart, With the heart man believeth 
unto righteouſneſs 3. (where, by heart, 1 
ſuppoſe is underſtood the Underitand- 
ingand Will; for Faith, in habits, is in 
each z and in exercitio, an at of borh.”) 
And the heart is called an hidden man, 
1 Pet. 3. But it diſcovers it ſelf to the 
Believer by love. For when once the 
Soul  applicth- Chriſt for Pardon and 
Life, and begins to hope for thoſe great 
and good things:which Chriſt hath pur- 
chaſed for him, and promiſed to him ; 
this: Faith' kindleth an holy flame of 
Love in the afteftions to Chriſt, and 
hereby the Soul underſtands that he is a 


| tre Behever beloved of God ; for our 


Love is but: the reverberation of God's 
Love back again to himſclf, . 1 Job. 4.19. 
| An 


Chriſt will try men by «Ft of Charity, nog 


tio Chriſt will try men by as of Charity. 
And - then Faith diſcovers it ſelt to o- 
thers, by theſe fruits and effeRts of love 
to God, 4.e. - feeding the Hungry, and 
cloathing the Naked. St. Paul tells us, 
That Faith works by love, as 1ts-Toot or 
Inſtrument, 'Gal. 5:6. Love to God 
produceth-love to his Saints, and love 
tothe Saints will draw out the hand,and 
heart, and purſe to relieve them-in their 
wants, 1 Joh. 3.17. Loveis coſtly and 
expenſive; thinks nothing too much or 
too good for its Beloved. _ Box 
of Oyntment is very precious, but not 
too precious for her Lord. Life is worth 
all the World; yet laid down for a 
Chriſtian at the command of Love, r Joh. 
3.16. Hereby perceive we the love of God, 
becauſe he laid down his life for us. 

3. Becauſe 'pradtical - godlineſs, of 
which Charity is a part, will be that by 
which men ſhall be tried at the Great 
Day ; our Lord Jeſus doth hereby de- 
Clare, Thar it is not the Profeſſion, but 
the practice of Religion ,, that will be 
enquired into by the Judge of quick and 
dead. Ir is not faying, Be thou fed, a#d 
be thou cloathed ; without giving where- 
with to be fed and cloathed : Butir.is 
feeding 
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feeding the Hungry, and cloathing' the 
Naked. that ſhall be rewarded. Good 
words may pleaſe our ſelves, but good 
works only pleafe God, and profit our 
own Souls. Not every one that ſaith, 
Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the Kingdoms 
of Heaven, but he that doth the will of my 
Father which is in Heaven. It's the do- 
ing, not the talking Chriftian that hath 
the promiſe of Heaven, Matth. 7. It's 
the praftical, not the verbal Chriſtian, 
that hatha right to Heaven through the 
precious blood of Chriſt, and the gra- 
cious promiſe of God ; Rev. 22. 14. 
Bleſſed are they that do his Command- 
ments, that they may have right to the Tree 
of Life, and may enter in through the gates 
into the City. It is the real,not the nom» 
nal Chriſttan, that is prepared for heaven. 
None are fit todothe will of God in hea- 
ven, but thoſe who have been acculto- 
med to do the Will of God on Earth. 
There is a making meet for the Inheritance 
of the Saints in .light, Col. 1.12. A. 
young man by the School, is made meet 
for the Lniverlity ; and a Chriſtian by 
practical Holineſs, is fitted for eternal 
Happineſs. 

Our 


Chriit will try min by af of Ebarity, 2 bo. 


112 Chriſt will try men by a: of Charity: 


Our Redeemer would hereby : de« 
clare , That all ſhews and ſhadows of 
Godline, all gaudy Profeſtions, and 
curious flouriſhes of Religion , it void 
of good Works, though as Gloworms, 
they ſhine ſomewhat 1n the dark night 
of this World, yet in the long day of 
eternity they will all vaniſh and difap- 


ar. God will not then examine who 


th been the greateſt Talker of his 
Will., but the greateſt . Walker in his 
Way ; nor who hath been the beſt 
Speaker , but who hath been the beſt 
Doer. . For whoſo looketh into the perfe# 
Law of Liberty , and contifmeth therein, 
be being not a forgetful Hearer, but a doer 
of the Work 5 \this . man ball be bleſſed in 
his deed, Jam. 1. 25. Hearing the Word, 
without doing the Work it commands, 
brings no blefling. The life and/fub- 
ftance of Religion conſiſts in practiſing 
what 1s good, and not in praifing what 
is good. It conſiſts in Scriptute-Duties, 
not in Scripture Phraſes; | 

4. Becauſe Chriſt would hereby pub- 
liſh to, the World, the great reſpect he 
hath for Charity;therefore he tells as, He 
will take ſpecial notice of his Saints Cha- 
rity 
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rity at that day. Charity, whether in 
relieving the Opprefled, or comforting 
the Sorrowful,or counſelling the Doubt= 
tul, or ſupporting the Feeble, or feed- 
ing the Hungry, or viſiting the Sick,” or 
cloathing the Naked, is highly eſteemed 
of Chriſt, To what Duty hath he an- 
nexed more or larger Promiſes, Matth. 
5. 7. Pſal. 18. 25. Ectleſ. 11. 1, 2. Pſal. 
41.1. Pſal. 112. 1. Ia. 58. 15. He 
ſpeaks of it, as it very much of Relig) 
on did conſiſt in it, and almoſt all of it. 
Pure Religion, and nndefiled before God 
and the Father, is to viſit the Fatherleſi 
and the Aﬀided, James 1. ult. "He 
{lights our moſt ſevere Daties, (thoſe - 
which are moſt irkſome to. the fleſh) if 
this be wanting , Pſal. 58. 5,8, 9, 10. 
He limits his own Mercy to the merciful}, 
2 Sam. 23. 25, James 2.13. He is bim- 
ſelf a merciful High Prieft, Heb. 5. He 
had Rs on the ignorant, and thoje 
that were ont of the way, Heb. 5.2. Or 
thoſe that had nothing toeat, Matth. 15. 
32. On thoſe that were ſcattered as ſheep 
without a Shepheard, Matth.9.36. There» 
fore he tannot but value — 
and love renderly __ that _— 
im, 
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Hs Chriſt will try man by aF+.df Gbarity: 
bim-,' That which lieth ſo riear his heart; 


mult-needs be eaquired after; as muchy 
if not more than anything; elſe. » And 
there is ſcarce any thing that ſpeaks 
ur reſpect of perſons or things, more 
than our - enquiry after them. Joſeph 
layed hs _— deatly, .I ſuppoſe 
farabove all his Kindred; ned therefore 
he firſt- enquyes after him.” » 1s your Fa» 
ther well, the old" man of mb,os ye ſpake £ 
Get. 43. 27. David's heart was ſet on 
Abſolom, therefare when the Metlenger 
tetyra'd from the Battel, he doth in the 
firtk-place,..and.in a ſpecial! manner en 

re after him. --:;4s the young man Abſo» 
low ſafe 2 Sams 18, Thus Chriſt be- 
Wgſp inlinieely-tekeri with Ghority, can» 
Bat but make a great enquiry after it at 
thig Great Day. It 15 frunabat will then 
abound to the Saints account, Phil. 4. 17. 
And ſuch Secd; that they. who ſow it It- 
berally, ſhall rcap it liberally, 2 Cor.g.6, 
71 
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Three puarticulars about the Text. 
CHAP. XVIL 


Three particulars about the Text. 


Come now ſomewhat cloſer to the 

Reaſon of the Sentence 3 For I was 
bungry,and ye gave me no meat,&c. Here ' 
we muſt underitand : | ; 

1. Obſerv. That the omiflion of in- 
ward Charity is included in this of ourt- 
ward, and will be as dangerous, if not 
more at the Great Day. The ſubject 
of it, the Soul is much more noble 
than the Body; therefore to ſuffer a 
Soul to periſh through our negle& of 
giving it ſpiritual Alms is a greater fin, 
than to ſuffer the outward manto periſh 
for want of bodily Alms. . Again, the 
cnd of ſpiritual Alms is higher, (than of 
bodily) the eternal - Salvation of the 
Sout, 1 Pet. 1. 9. Receiving the end of 
your Faith, the eternal ſalvation of your 
Souls. Both forts of Charity arc com- 
prehended into theſe two verſes, 


Viſte, Poto, Cibo Redims, Tego, C ollieo, 
Condo ; | 

Conſule,Caſtiga, Solare, Remitte, Fer,Ora. 

| I 2. Vbſerv. 
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2. Obſerv.: That other Works, befide 
Works of Charity, and other Omiſhons, 
beſide the Omillion of this Duty, will 
be mentioned at that Day , and men 
ſhall be judged according tothem. In» 
deed all our Works will be then ac» 
counted for, But you will ſay, What 
time will this take up. I anſwer, It 
ſeems probable, that the day of Judg- | 
ment may laſt longer than moſt imagine. 
The Holy Ghoſt tells us, That God will 
bring every Work into Judgment, with eve- 
ry ſecret thing ; whether it be good ? or 
whether it be evil? Ecclel, 12. ult. If 
every Work, then more than aCts of 
Charity; and if every Work good or 
bad, open. or ſecret, then the day of 
Judgment muſt be a long day. The 
Apoltle ſpeaks the ſame as to the matter 
of Judgment, with the wiſe man, We 
wuſt all appear before the Judgment Seat 
of Chriſt, 2 Cor. 5. 10. 

There are two of our eminent Engliſþ 
Divincs now with God, who have left 
their Judgment herein upon Record, 
One tells us, I huttbly conceive, That 
the day of Judgment ſhall not be paſt 
gver in an inſtant, but ſhall be of long 
con» 
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continuance. Far if Chriſt ſhquld judge we. $:roug 
only as God, he could difpatch it in aq ins Serm. 
inſtant ; but his judging us men will on | 
after the manner of men, that the Crea- ; 
ture may underſtand, admire, and a 

prove what is done. The other faith, _— 
It mult take up ſome IJarge quantity of ſound Con 
time to manifeſt all the ſecret fins of "P38: -: 
men 3 and therefore it may be made evi- | 
dent both from Scripture and Reaſon, 

that this Day of Chriſts Kingly Office, 

in judging the world, ſhall laſt happily 

longer than the day of Chrilts private 
Adminiſtration now in governing the 
World. 

Auſtin tells us, Per quot dies hoc judici- a gttin,pe 
um extendatur incertum eff, Scripturarum Civit.Deis 
= diem poni ſolere pro tempore nemo = 
mejcit. 

3. Obſerv. Chriſt doth not ſay, Ye 
took my Meat from me, or wrong d me 
of my Raiment, or perſecuted me, and 
calt me into Prifon 3 But I was banery, 
and ye gave me no meat; naked, and ye 
cloathed me not ; in priſon, and ye viſited 
me not, He doth not ſay,l was hungry, 
and naked, and fick, and inſtead of re- 
lieviog, ye derided me, and by your 

Il 3 © taunts 
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That fins of Omiſſion 
taunts and jears, added Aﬀiition to the 
afflicted, or ye deſpiſed and condemned 
me, as they, James 2.6. But I was bun- 
gry, and ye gave me no meat, &c. It was 
a bare omiſſion of a neceſſary Duty for 
which they are ſentenced to Hell. It's 
not robbing, but not relieving z not op- 

.prefling them with violence, but not 
ſupplying their necefiities which Chriſt 
here condemneth them for. 

Theſe words confider'd thus relative- 
ly, as the reaſon of Chriſts ſevere Sen- 
tence, will attord us this Doctrine which 


I chiefly intend. 


CHAP. XVIII, 
That ſins of Omiſſion are dangerous and 


damnable. 


_ DodFrine. Bat ſins of Omiſlion are 
dangerous and damna- 
' ble, or Chriſt will ſentence men at the 


| Great Day toeternal-puniſhment of loſs 
and fenſe, for not feeding the Hungry, 


and cloathing the Naked. Obſerve - 


how naturally , the Dodtrine floweth 
: from 
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ar? Arngeroins and damnable. 

from the Text , Depart ye curſed into 
everlaſting fire", prepared for 'the "Bevil 
and bis Angtls: For Ins bungry, and ye 


ave me nomeat ; thirſty, and ye gave” me 


no drink'; '&c. The fir metitioned is a 
bare omiflion; and rhe Sentence clearly 
ſpeaks the puniſhment: Hencel gather, 
That ſins of Omiſſton are damnable. Chrife 
will ſentence men to Hell for them; 
Saul's not ſlaying Agag, ( an omiſitan) 
loſt him the Kingdom, 1 Sam. 15: 20, 
26. The Moabites and Ammonites were 
excluded the Sanctuary of God (an high 
and ſpectal —_ to the tenth Ge+ 
neration, for an omiſfion, for not meet- 


, 1ng Iſrael with bread and water in th 


Wilderneſs, Devut. 32. 4. | 
But it's as clear, theſe ſins bring eter- 
nal as well as temporal pains and punifh- 
ment. The flothful Servant is ſentenced, 
and ſent into utter darkneſs, where is 
weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, for a bare 
omiſſion, for not improving his Talent, 
Matth.25.24,to 31. The Servant did not 
wafte his Talent by Riotouſneſs, as the 
Prodigal did,(for he tells hts Lord, v.25. 
Lo; here is thine,” only omit to improve 


it through idleneſs. But he who wanted 
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' That fins of Omiſſuon 
hands to work, had fetters provided for 
hands and feet. And he who would 
not work by the light, is rewarded with 
utter darkneſs. 

Again, we have a clear and full proof 
of. the Doctrine, in Matth. 3. 10. And 
now alſo'the Ax is laid to the root of the 
Trees : therefore every Tree that bringeth 
wot forth good fruit, is hewn down and 
caſt into the fire. In the verſe we have 
three parts conſiderable : 

- I, the $37, and that isa bare omiſſion, 
the not bringing forth good fruit, Our 
Saviour ſpeaks the ſame in Aatth. 7. 19, 
He doth not ſay, Every Tree that bring- 
eth forth evil fruit ishewn down, that 
bringeth forth Drunkenneſs , or Rob- 
bery, or Uncleanneſs, or unſavory Com- 
munication, cc. is caſt into the fire ; 
But every Tree that bringeth not forth good 


tive holineſs. 

2. Theſeverity of the puniſhment is, 
hewn down, and caſt into the fire. The 
hewing down, is the fitting and prepa- 
ring the Sinner for the firez as the Tree 
.cut.down, is prepared for burning, This 
is done by their provoking God to eas 


Fruit. The in is only a neglect of poli- | 


are dangerous and dammable. 
them tq impenitency,under the miniſtry 
of the Word, The Ward is compared 
to a Sword; Ephel. 6.17. 4 two-edged 
Sword, Rev. 1. 16, And it willcut, 
and hack, and hew to purpoſe , Hoſ.6.5. 
God hewath thers by bis Prophets, and ſlays 
them by the word of his month. ' It cuts to 
the beart, Aft. 4.54. AQ. 5.33. And 
hath dreadful effefts on them, 1/2. 6. 9, 
Io. And be ſaid , go and tell this peaple, 
Hear ye indeed, but underftand not 5 ſee 
ye indeed, but perceive not. Make the 
hearts of this peaple fat, and make their 
Ears heavy,and ſhut their Eyes left they ſee 
with their Eyes, and bear with their Ears, 
and underfland with their Hearts , and 
couvert, end be healed, | 

And this hewing them down is alſo 
by death. The Ax of death fells the 
Tree for the fire of Hell. Therotten 
Tree, or .the barren Tree, is not good 
for fruit, therefore for the fire. 

He is hewn down, and caſt into the 
fire, Abſciſſion is the way to perdition, 
toeternal burning. This is the Cataſtro- 

phe of the barren Trees Tragedy. 
3. The certainty of it.Both Chriſt and 
the Beptiſt ſpeak of the puniſhment ba 
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*- That. ſins of Omiſſron, &c. ' 
the preſent: Tenſe , not the Future, 7 
hewn down, and cait into the fire: not, 
ſhall be hewn'down, '&#c. e fruitleſs 
ure ſhall as certainly bein Hell, as if 

were there already ; therefore prqmi- 
ſes and threatnings, though future, are 
delivered to'ns as preſent. As, to ws .4 
Sor! is born, Iſa. 9. 6. "Iſa. 21. 9. Babylon 
is falker. | 

4. The univerſality of the Perſons, 


." Fvery Tree that bringeth not forth good 


wit, Every man, what ever his Pro- 
feffion may be, or his Hopes are, or his 
Priviledges: have been, if he bring not 
forth good fruit, be is hewn down, and 
caſt into the fire. The Dodrine being 
thus proved by Scripture, I ſhall pro- 
ceed' to the Explication of it in ſeveral 

articulars. 
© I. Iſhallſpeak to the nature of them, 
and ſhew what ſins of Omiſhon are. 

2. Tothe danger of them, 

3. To the Reaſons why they are fo 
damnable. 


CHAP. 
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The nature of fo of Omiſſte 5 general.” 


Firſt, Oncerning the fitlt, 5./e. the 
| nature of them, I ſhall 
ſpeak to one more generally, and two 
more particularly. 

1, By thefſeveral diſtinctions of theſe 
Sins. 

2. By their agreement with, and dif- 
ference from ſins of 'Omifſton. 

1. More generally , a ſin-of Onnffion 
15a neglect of ſome Duty commanded us 
in the Word of God. 

In every Command, there is a Precept 
and a Prohibition. A-'Precept 'en- 
joyning, and a Prohibition forbidding. 
A Precept enjoyning ſome Duty, ' and 'a 
Prohibition ' forbidding the -contrarp. 
The neglet of doing what the Precept 
enjoyns, is a fin of Omifhon, and the 
doing what the Precept forbids is a fin 
of commiſſion. 

The truth is, in every Crneltiien 
there isan Omiſhion ; as in'every deadly 
Diſeaſe ſomewhat of a Feavor: 'Forin . 


#24 _ Themature of fins of Omiſſion. 
every Commiſhon , as in Drunkenneſs, 
or Oppreſſian, or Uncleanneſs, there is 
a negle&t or omiſſion of the Duty com- 

, as Temperance, Charity, -and 
Chaſtity. But thoſe we moſt properly 
call fins of Omiffion, which are extrinſ- 
'cate from fias of Commiſſion 3 as not 
praying, not reading the Ward, not be- 
lieving, not feeding the hungry , &$«, 
But to ſpeak ſtriftly, there is no ſin but 
fins of Omiſſion ; for all fin conſiſts in 
privation of due reditudeor deficiency, 
and coming ſhort of the rule. Though 
the Commands are generally deliver'd 
by way of negation, partly becauſe of 
the proneneſs of men to commit thoſe 
fins that are forbidden, and God would 

-by his Negative command, -curb, and 
keep them in, Thou ſhalt not, e+«. 
thou ſhalt not, ec. partly becauſe Ne- 

. gative Commands bind more ſtrongly 
than the Affirmative. The Affirmative 
obligant ſemper, but not ad ſemper ; but 

the Negative biad ſemper & ad ſemper, as 
the School-men ſpeak. The Affirma- 

- tive bind us always, (z.e. there is no 
time wherein it can be faidthat they are 

:Of no farce, ) but not to all times. 1 

££ am 
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atn always bound to pray, but Iam not 
bound to pray at all times 3 1am bound: 
always to ſpeak truth , but I am not 
bound to ſpeak all truth at all times. 
But Negative Commands bind always, 
and at all times ;'. as, Thox ſhalt not kill, 
Thok ſhalt '#0t commit Adultery, Theſe 
bind' every moment of a mans life, I 
meau every moment of his life theſe fins 
are to be forborn;z they are at no time 
lawful : Though, I ſay, the Commands 
are deliver Negative for the moſt 

( vis. eight chem, ) yet we muſt un- 
deeſtand , that! all the Negative Com- 
mands of God-include their Affirmative z 
as, Thor ſhalt have no other gods before 
me this includes, thou ſhalt have me for 
thy God, thou ſhalt know me, love me, 
fear the, truſt me, and worſhip me as 
thy God: And when God faith, 7how 
ſhalt not make to thy ſelf any graven 
Image; &c. this includes , thou ſhalt 
Worſhip #fe according to my Will, re- 
vealed in my Word. When God faith, 
Thow ſhalt trot take the Namte of the Lord 
thy God in vait 5; this includes, thou ſhalt 
ule reverently all my. Nathes, Tit! 


Attributes, Ordinances, Word an 
Works, 


The Stiture of ſits of Qmiſſtot. 
Works. | VVhen God faith, ' Tho ſpalt 


wot kill; this includes ;.: thon ſhalt uſe 


all fawful means. for the prefervation of 
thine 'own:and! thy Neighbours life, 
When Gbd: faith, Thou ſhalt not commit 
Athultery ;;'\this includes,thau ſhalt by all 
juſt ways maintain thine own-and thy 


Neighbours Chaſtity; in thought, word, 
and deed. |''When God faith, Thou ſtals. 


j#et | ſtea/;! this. includes ;; thah ſhalt be 
true, faichFul;/ and. juſt in, all thy Con- 
trafts and DNcalings with offers, reſtore 
what 1s ill:gotten ,, be, Mgent in thy 
Calling, and £rfdeavour the furtherance 
of thy owtr\.and 'thy Neighbours eſtate 
by all juſtways: When God'faith, Thou 
ſalt not bear.' falſe witneſs. ' again(t thy 
Neg hboxr ;:thisincludes, #hon ſhalt: to: 
thy power promote truth inthy ſelf and: 
ethers; maihtain . thine'- own and thy 
Neighbours' good! Name. When God 


dadcs, thou ſhall be fally ſatisfied with 
thine 6wa Condition;:,aud,; defire and 
delight in thy: Neighbours, proſperity, 
Thus the Negative Commands of God 
include their Affirmative, ſo that to de- 
part from 'rhe evil forbidden; is nvt;to 
keep 


far, Thin ſbalt' not covet, ;&c. this 19s 


/ 
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Diſtin@ions about ſins of Owiſſion. 
keep theſe Laws, unlefs alſo we pradiſe 
the Duties commanded. . The negle& 
of any of them is a fin of Omiſhion. 
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CHAP. XX. 
Three diſtinGjons about ſins of Omiſſzon,. 


2. T Shall ſpeak more particularly,aad 
explain theſe ins : 

I. By theſe diſtinctions. 

2. By their agreement with; and dit- 
ference from fins of Commulhon. 

Firſt, Theſe fins of Omilhon are to be 
diſtinguiſhed in regard, of | {abltancs, 
manner or meafure; Bo © 3 of 

I. | When a duty is omitted in_regargl 
of the matter. of it, as when men pray 
not, give not to the Poor, hear not.the 
VVord, &c. thefe omit the ſubſtance, of 
the Duty. Of'ſuch as thpſe God com- 
plains, There is. none that looketh after 
God; Rom- 3.' 11. And again, They 
will. will not hear.the Law of the Lord, Ila. 
30. 9. And he that turneth away his 
Ears from the cry of the poor, he alſo ſhall 
cry himſelf, but ſball* not be beard, Prov. 
21I, 


138 Difintionr abort inc of Oxiſſion: 
21.13; - Theſe are moſt deeply guilty 
before God. They ſhew their utter 
contempt of him, and openly raanifcſt 
it to others 3 when they omit to relieve 
the Poor, to pray in their Families, or 
to attend publick ptaying and preach- 
ing; hereby they are ſcandalqus and 
offenſive, They grieve the godly, 
Rivers of tears run down mine eyes, be- 
reuſe the wicked forſake thy Laws, Pal. 
119. and they harden the wicked. 
VVhen ungodly men ſee others negleR 
all Reſtgion, they are encouraged 1n 
their Atheiſm and Irreligion ; and pre- 
ſuming others are wiſe, and that them- 


* Gves ſhall fate as well as others, As it 


was faid of thoſe, Ezek. 13. 21. (© it 
may be ſaid of theſe 3 They ftrengthen the 
bands of th: wicked. Again, theſe are 

ity in all reſpeQsz they who offend 
fn the tnarter of a Command, by neg- 
tefting the Duty it ſelf in the ſubſtance 
thereof, offend in the manner and mea- 
fure alſo 3 but they who offend in the 
manner and meaſure, may not offend in 
the matter, 

2. VVhen the omiſſion is in regard 
of the manner of the duties perfor- 


mance z 
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mance; As when men do pray, but th 
pray not wprightly, with the heart, Jef. 
12. 2. Thou art nigh their months, but 
far from their reins, Nor earneſtly, with 
their whole heart, and with all their 
heart, and all the powers of their Souls, 
asthe Precept is, Jer. 29. 13. and that 
Prayer to which the Promiſe is annexed, - 
James 5.16. Bur pray (as if they pray'd 
not.) formally, and cuſtomarily, and' 
careleſly ; ſcarce hearing themſelves, 
and no wonder then if God hear them 
not-z they pray not reverently, with the 
aw of God upon their Spirirs, bur are. 
raſh in their. words , and irreverent in 
their hearts, Eecleſ. 5.1, 2. So when 
men give Alms, but do not give chear-, 
fully, with afree, willing, ready heart; 
For God loves a chearſul giver, 2 Cor. 
9.17. . Nor ſeaſonably , when it may 
do molt good; Prov. 3. 18. Say not to 
thy Neighbour, Go and come ag4in to more 
row, when thon haſt it by thee.So when men 
hear the Word, but hear not awfully, m 
the fear of God, as in the preſence of 
God, Ads 10: 33. We ate all bere pre- 
ſent before God, to hear 4'l things com- 
manded thee of God : Neither + hear 
T K be- 


130 DiflinJions about ſins of Omiſſuon. 
believingly, giving their afſent to what 
they hear, and applying it to their own 
Souls. The Word preached did not profit 
them, not being mixed with faith in them 
that heard it, Heb. 4.2. Theſec,and ſuch 
like, though they are not guilty of omiſ- 
ſion, in regard of the matter of a Duty ; 
yet they are guilty of omiſtion, in re- 
gard of the manner of it 3 though they 

© the thing commanded, yet they do 
it not as it is commanded, and 1o are 
guilty of the breach of a poſitive Law 
and Command. 

3. When the omiſſion is in regard of 
the meafure of the Duty 3 As when a 
man gives Alms, but not anſwerable to 
his Eſtate 3 though God hath filled his 
Belly with hidden treaſures, and waters 
of a fu]l Cup are wrung out to him, and 
he is able ts give pounds to poor 1ndi- 
gent Families, he puts them off with a 
tew pence, or at moſt ſhillings, this is an 
omiſſion in regard of the meafure. God 
expedts charitable Contributions from 
men anſwerable to his Bounty to them, 
1 Cor. 16, 2. Upon the firſt day of the 
week let every ore of you lay by him in 
lore, as God hath proſpered him, that 

there 
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D1itinTions about fins of 0miſſion, 
there be no gatherings when I come. 
According to the meaſure of the 
Divine Mercy to us, ſuch ſhould be 
the meaſure of our Charity to others. 
According to the ſeed thrown into the | 
Eatth, is the Crop return'd by the good 
ground. Therefore to make ſcanty Re- 
turns, when we have large Receipts, is 
a ſin of omiſhon: So when men pray, 
but not with that frequency which they 
might and ought. The Command is, 
To pray contiunally,to praywithout ceaſing, 
to pray evermore: 

Which muſt include at leſt frequent, 
j, e. daily prayer, each Morning and 
Evening 3 but ſome men pray, bur it's 
only at certain ſeaſons, now and then, 
by fits and ſtares: Some pray only upon 
the Lords-Days, as if they had liberty 
all the working-days to be Atheiſts, and 
neglett the owning of the great God. 
Others pray only under ſome Aﬀition; 
and as Patients to their Phyſitian, never 
go to God, but when they cannot tell 
what to do without him; So the Jews, 
In their Aflidion, they will ſeek me early, 
Hoſ. 5:15. When he ſmote them , then 
they ſought him, but their: heart was not. 
K 2 right 


Diſtini#ions about ſins of Omiſſuon. 


right with hine, neither were they ſtedfaſt 


in. bis Covenant, Pal. 78.34, 37. Un- 
evenneſs of Pulſe argues a diltemper'd 
Body, ſo doth unevenneſs in Duties a 
diſtemper'd Soul. - 1: their trouble they 
will pour ont @ prayer. When troubles 
are,on them ,. they will make bold to 
trouble God, and call him up for their 
help. God. expects frequency of 
Application. to him every .day, and 
greater frequency of thoſe that have 
more time, and: fewer Obſtacles and 
Impediments than others. Now the 
proming God'oft with Applications to 
wo, and Acknowledgments of him once 
a 'week., inſtead of every' day, and 
mach under Attiiction, inſtead of' doing 
itan all conditions,and atall ſeaſons; or 
putting him off with Morning-Prayer 
only, inſtead. of Morning and Evening- 
Prayer, or: with Family-Prayer only, 
whea we ſhould alſo pray in our Cloſets 
daily; theſe are\ſins of Omithon, in re- 
gard of the meature of the Duty. 
Secondly, Theſe fins of omiſſion are 
cither partial or total. 
- Torkl omiſhions arc, when men wholly 
neglect the Durics commanded, as when 
bay c they 
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Diſtinions 44S, ſors of Omiſſion. 


they altogether caſt off Praying , and: 


Hearing, and giving Alms, and exami- 
ning their own hearts; Pſal. 14. 3, 4. 
They are all gone aſide, there is none that 
doth good : They call not upon God, A 
man may read the Word Atheiſt in the 
fore-heads of theſe men. They carry 
about them where-ever they go the ſign 
and mark of Condemnation. They 
pleaſe themſelves poſlibly that they do 
not abound in ſcandalous fins of Com- 
miſſion, not conſidering that they may 
be guilty of ſelf-murther, as well by 
ſtarving or not feeding their Souls, as 
by ſtabbing or poiſoning their Souls, - 

2. Partial Omiſhons are, when men 
do ſometimes perform the Duties com- 
manded, but not with that conſtancy 
which they ought, Job 15.4. Thou caſteſt 
off fear, and reitraineſt prayer before 
God; 1. e, Thou impriſoneſt Prayer , 
and doſt not afford it the liberty it for- 
merly had : It was wont to appear ever 
day openly, but now 1t 1s kept in, hae 
ſhews it ſelf but ſeldom. 

Thirdly, Sins of omiſſion are diſtin- 
guiſhed into external or internal qgiſſt- 


Ons. 
K 3 1. Ex- 
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1. External Omiſhons are a negle&t 
of the outſide (as I may call it) of the 
Command. 

2. Internal Omiſhons are the negle&t 
of the inſide of the Command : We mult 
know,that in every Command there is an 
Extraand anIrtra,an Out-fide and an In- 
ſide, ſomewhat that concerns the Hands 
& Converſation, ſomewhat that concerns 
the Heart and Aﬀections. As for exam- 
ple, In the Fourth Command of fandti- 
fying the Sabbath, there God commands 
us to ſpend the whole time of his day 
(except: ſo much as the works of Ne- 
eeſlity and Mercy call for) in religious 
Exerciſes, and the Duties of his own 
worſhip, as Praying, Reading, Hearing, 
Singing, e*c.* Now the bare performance 
of thele Duties is the out-fide of the 
Command, and he who doth them 
(though cuſtomarily) obeys the Com- 
mand literally, ; but the ſanctifying the 
Name of God in theſe Duties, and the 
gem ot them with Reverence, 

umlity, Faith, Love, Joy, according 
to the ſevcral- duties, and ſeveral parts 
of them, 15 the inlide of the Command ; 
and he alone that performeth rheſe 
| Duties 


Duties in fach a manner,  obeyeth the 
Law ſpiritually. The negle& of the 
former is an external Omiſhon, for 
which God threatens Families and Na+ 
tions: Powr out thy wrath uptn the Hea- 
then that know thee not , and upon the 
Families that call not upon thy Name, Jer, 
10.25. They who will not deprecate 
the wrath of God , mult feel it ; and 
they who will not intreat his Favour, 
muſt go without it. So the not caſting 
the inceſtuous Perſon out of the Church, 
was an external omiſſion, 1 Cor. 5. 2. 
The negle& of the latter, 7. e. of per- 
forming Sabbath-Duties in the fore- 
mentioned manner, is an internal omiſflt- 
on. Thus God complains of his peo- 
ple, that though they pray'd, and poſ- 
libly made long Prayers, yet God counts 
their prayers as no prayers, for their-in- 
ternal Omiſlions: There is none that 
calleth upon thy Name, that ſtirreth up 
himfelf to take hold of thee. They put yp 
(it may be) ſome lazy Petitions, but they 
pour out no hearty Deſires : Nay, God 
curſeth men for doing his work neg- 
ligently, Jer. 48. 10. Curſed be he that 


doth the work of the- Lord deceitfully. 
K 4 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXI, 


The agreement and difference between ſins 
of Omiſſlon and ſins of Commiſsion. 
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2. F T will further explain theſe finsof 

Omiſſion, to conſider the difte- 
rence between Omiſiions and Commilly 
ons, as alſo their agreement. 

F. They agree in the Authority for- 
bidding them. The ſame God forbids 
each fin; He that faith, Thou fhalt not 
kl: The fame ſaith, Thox ſbalt ſerve we 
thligently, Exod. 20. Jer.48. 10. Matth, 
22. 37. With all thy heart, Matth. 7.13: 

2, They are both againſt the ſame 
particular Command. In the ſame Com- 
mand wherein he forbids theft, . he com- 
mands d:tjgence in our Callings, and the 
uſe' of all lawful means for the increaſe 
bf our own Eſtates. In the ſame Law 
herein he forbids Uncleanneſs, He com»: 
mands- Care ard endeavour to preſerve 
our own and our Neighbours Chaſtity. 

3. They are both a privation of that 
Rettitude which is required by the Law 
tothe goodneſs of every aftivn.-. For if 


* malitia 


My 


walitia moralis, non.eft quid poſctivum, If 
there be nothmg.- poſitive m_the farmal 


nature of fin, according to: the School- 


. men, (as there.can be nothing poſitive 


jn it, unleſs we wilt make Gad the Au- 
thor of it,) but a want of a conformity 
to the Law ; then every Commiſſion 1s 
an Omiſlign in this reſpect, and ſo they 
agree in their formal nature, 

4- They agree intheir fruit and effect; 
ſins of Commiſſion exclude Heaven, and 
condem to Hell, Know ye not that the 
wnriphteons ſhall not inherit the Kingdom 
of Heaven e Be not deceived, veither For- 
nicators, nor Adulterers, nor Drunkards, 
nor Covetows, ſhall inberit the Kingdom of 
God, 1 Cor. 6.9, 10. Ephel. 5.9. and 
CO of Omiſhon, as the Text doth 
abundantly prove. | 

The SErrace between fins ofDmidi- 
on and fins of Commiſhon conſiſteth., 

1. In that fins of Commiſhon- are 
againſt a Negative Law and fins of 


. Omithion are againſt an Afhrmative Law, 


Oppreſhion is againſt a Negative Law, 
Thou ſhalt not oppreſs thy Neighbour, Thon 
ſhalt not oppreſs a Stranger. of 
Charity. is again an Affirmative Law; 


Grve 
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right with bins, neither were they ſtedfaſt 


in. bis Covenant, Pſal. 78. 34, 37. Un- 
evenneſ(s of Pulſe argues a diltemper'd 
Body, ſo doth unevenneſs in Duties a 
diltemper'd Soul. - 1# their trouble they 
will pour ont a prayer. When troubles 
are,on them ,. they will make bold to 
trouble God, and call him up for their 
help. God. expects frequency of 
Application. to him every day, and 
greater frequency of thoſe: that have 
more time, and: fewer 'Obſtacles and 
Impediments than others. Now the 
potting God'oft with Applications to 
aw, and Acknowledgments of him once 
a 'week., inſtead of every' day, and 
mach under Atiiction, inſtead of ' doing 
tan all conditions,and at all ſtaſons ; or 
putting him off with Morning-Prayer 
only, inſtead of Morning and Evening- 
Prayer, or: with Family-Prayer only , 
when we. ſhould alſo pray in our Cloſets 
daily; theſe are ſins of Omitlion, in re- 
gard of the meature of the Duty. 
Secondly, Theſe finsot omiſſion are 
cither partial or total. 
Toral omiſfions arc, when men wholly 
neglea the Durics commanded, as when 
P c they 
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Diſtinions 4, ſerrs of Omiſſion. 
they altogether caſt oft Praying , and 
Hearing, and giving Alms, and exami- 
ning their own hearts; Pſal. 14. 3, 4- 
They are all gone aſide, there is none that 
doth good : They call not npon God, A 
man may read the Word Atheiſt in the 
fore-heads of theſe men. They carry 
about them where-ever they go the fign 
and mark of Condemnation. The 
pleaſe themſelves pothibly that they do 
not abouhd in ſcandalous fins of Com- 
miſſion, not conſidering that they may 
be guilty of ſelf-murther, as well by 
ſtarving or not feeding their Souls, as 
by ſtabbing or poiſoning their Souls, - | 

2. Partial Omiſhons are, when men 
do ſometimes perform the Duties com- 
manded, but not with that conſtancy 
which they ought, Job 15.4. Thou caſteſt 
off fear, and reitraineſt prayer before 
God; 1. e. Thou imprifoneſt Prayer , 
and doſt not afford it the liberty it for- 
merly had : It was wont to appear ever 
day openly, but now it 1s kept 1n, and 
ſhews 1t ſelf but ſeldom. 

Thirdly, Sins of omiſſton are diſtin- 
guiſhed into external or internal qgniſfi- 


ons. / 
K 3 , Ex- 
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1. External OQmiſſons are a negle& 

of the outſide (as I may call it) of the 
Command. 

2. Internal Omiſſions are the negle&t 
of the inſide of the Command : We mult 
know,that in every Command there is an 
Extraand anIntra,an Out-fide and an In- 
ſide, ſomewhat that concerns the Hands 
& Converſation, ſomewhat that concerns 
the Heart and Aﬀe&ions. As for exam- 
ple, In the Fourth Command of fandti- 
fying the Sabbath, there God commands 
us to ſpend the whole time of his day 
(except: ſo much as the works of Ne- 
ceſiity and Mercy call for) in religious 


worlhip, as Praying, Reading, Hearing, 
17. 6 og Now the bare performance 
of theſe Duties is the out-lide of the 
Command, and he who doth them 
(though cuſtomarily) obeys the Com- 
mand literally, ; but the ſanctifying the 
Name of God in theſe Duties, and the 
m—nc of them with Reverence, 

umility, Faith, Love, Joy, according 
to the ſeveral duties, and ſeveral parts 
of them, 1s the infide of the Command ; 
and he alone that performeth theſe 

po, Duties 


Exerciſes, and the Duties of his own | 


Duties in ſuch a manner,  obeyeth the 
Law ſpiritually. The negle& of the 
former is an external Omiſhton, for 
which God threatens Families and Na» 
tions: Powr out thy wrath uptn the Hea- 
then that know thee mot , and upon the 
Families that call not upon thy Name, Jer, 
10.25, They who will not deprecate 
the wrath of God , mult feel it ; and 
they who will not intreat his Favour, 
muſt go without it. So the not caſting 
the inceſtuous Perſon out of the Church, 
was an external omiſſion, 1 Cor. 5. 2. 
The negle& of the latter, 3. e. of per- 
forming Sabbath-Duties in the fore- 
mentioned manner, is an internal omiſlt- 
on. Thus God complains of his peo- 
ple, that though they pray'd, and poſ- 
ibly made long Prayers, yet God counts 
their prayers as no prayers, for their-in- 
ternal Omiſlions: There is none that 
calleth upon thy Name , that ſtirreth up 
himſelf to take hold of thee. They putyp 
(it may be) ſome lazy Petitions, but they 
pour out no hearty Deſires : Nay, God 
curſeth men for doing his work neg- 
ligently, Jer. 48. 10. Curſed be he that 
doth the work of the- Lord deceitfully. 

| K 4 CHAP. 


Diſtin#ions about ſin: of Omiiſſion. 35 2 


125 The difference between ſins of Omiſſion 
CHAP. XXI, 


The agreement and difference between ſins 


of Omiſſlon and ſins of Commiſion. 


2. F T will further explain theſe fins of 
Omiſſion, to confider the diffe- 
rence between Omiſiions and Commilly 
ons, as alſo their agreement. 
'''F. They agree in the Authority for- 
bidding them. The ſame God forbids 
each fin; He that faith, Thou fhalt not 
%#{//:' The fame ſaith, Thou fbalt ſerve we 
thligently, Exod. 20. Jer.48. 10. Matth, 
22. 37. With all thy heart, Matth. 7. 13: 
"* They are both againſt the ſame 
particular Command. In the ſame Com- 
mand wherein he forbids theft, he com- 
mands d:ljgence in onr Callings, and the 
uſe' of all lawful means for the increaſe 
bf our own Eſtates. In the ſame Law 


Wherein he forbids Uncleanneſs, He com-: 


miands- Care ard endeavonr to preſerve 
our own and our Neighbours Chaſtity. 

3. They are both a privation of that 
Refitude which is required by the Law 
tothe goodneſs of every adtivn.”. For if 
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walitia moralis, non-eft quid poftivum, If 
there be nothmg.} poſitive ta _the 
nature of ſin, according to- the School- 
men, (as there.can be nothing poſitive 
in it, unleſs we wilt make Gad the Au- 
thor of it,) but a want of a conformity 
to the Law ; then every Commillion 1s 
an Omiſlign in this reſpett, and ſo they 
agree in their formal nature, 

4+ They agree intheir fruit and effect; 
ſins of Commiſſion exclude Heaven, and 
condem to Hell, Know ye not that the 
wnrighteons ſhall not inherit the Kingdom 
of Heaven f Be not deceived, peither For- 
nicators, nor Adulterers, nor Drunkards, 
nor Covetous, ſhall inberit the Kingdom of 
God, 1 Cor. 6.9, 10. Ephel. 5.9. and 
ſo do ſins of Omiſlion, as the Text doth 


abundantly prove. . 
The 3 between fins ofOmidi- 

on-and fins of Commitſhon conliſteth,, 
I. In that fins of Commiſhon- are 
againſt a Negative Law --and fins of 


. Omittion are againſt an Affirmative Law, 


Oppreſſion is againſt a Negative Law, 
Thov ſhalt not oppreſs thy Neighbour, Tho 
ſhalt not oppreſs a Stranger. ect of 
Charity. 1s againſt an Affirmative Law; 


3.3 Grve 


 u38 Thedifſerence between fins of Omiſrion 
Give to him that asketh of thee, and from 
bim that would borrow, turn not thou away, 
- Matth. 5.42. - - Ni 
- 2. They differ in this; Every Com- I to 
miffton proceeds originally from a ſin | 
of Omiſſion, but fins of Omiſsion do not 


Ta. 

ni 
proceed w__—_y from fins of Commi(- WW kr 
fion, All fin ſpringeth from, this, The © w 
departure of the heart from God, Jer. ri 
2.5, Heb. 3. 12. and the want of true hi 
love to, and fear of his Majeſty, 1 Joh. as 
5.3. Joh.15. which are ſins of Omiſs1on. ac 
Where there is no love t8 God, there is fc 
no care to forbear what he forbids, Joh. v 
14. 24. He that loveth me not, keepeth b 
wot my ſayings. And where there 1s no u 
fear of God. all manner of wickedneſs f 
will abound, Pfal. 36. 1. 2. David con- n 
cludes a wicked mans Omiſsion from his F 
fins of Comniiſsion. The tranſgreſsion f 
of the wicked faith within my heart, t 
That there is no fear of God before his eyes; | 
1. e. His ſcandalous Prafices , and fins 
of Commiſtion, tell me, That he is guilty . 
of inward Omiſsions , That there is no 
fear of God before his eyes. He who caſt- 
eh off fear , -will ſoon let 'the . Reins | 
loofe to- all - Licentiouſacts. They = 

| . -calle 


” 
» Is 


-. 


«. *£ 
_ y 


aud fins of Commiſrion. 
called not on God will devour Jacob, and 
; Wl make waite his dwelling-place, Jer.1o.ult. 
No fin comes amiſs tothem, Kome. 3.9, 
- W to 14. The monſtrous, horrid, unnatu- 
| & ral fins of the Heathen had their begin- 
* WI ning in fins of Omiſsion. When they 
knew God, (i. e. by the light of nature, 
which plainly ſpeaks a Deity) they glo- 
rified bim not as God ; (e. i. did not love 
him, fear him, truſt in him, honour him 
as God,) neither were thankſul, (did not 
acknowledge their Ingagements to him, 
for their noble Beings, and manifold 
Mercies) : Theſe were (ins of Omiſsion ; 
but what followeth ypon them ? Truly * 
unnatural beſtiality , unrighteouſneſs, 
fornication, wickedneſs, covetouſneſs, 
maliciouſneſs, envy, murther, pride,@c. 
Rom. 21.21, tothe end, Men leave the 
fountgin of living Waters, and then hew 
themſelves broken Ciſterns which will 
hold no water; Jer. 2. 13. 

The firſt and great fin of Mankind 
proceeded from an omiſsion. Adam's 
heart was turned from'God by Unbelief, 

(I humbly conceive) before ever: his 

Hand touched, or Tongue taſted the 

forbidden fruit. But now. (ing of an 
| 108 
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The difference between fins of Omiſcion 
fion do not proceed originally from fins 
of Commiſsjon; Jemes 1.14,15.But every 
ran is tempted, when he is drawn away of 
bis own luſt, and enticed. Then when luſt 
bath conceived, it bringeth forth ſin : and 

fin when it is finiſhed , bringeth forth 
death. 

3. They differ in this, that fins of 
Commiſsion are founded in ſome act or 
habit : Sins of Omiſsion only 1n the Soul, 
without acts or habits. 1. There 1s 
ſomewhat poſitive about fins of Com- 
miſsion, but nothing aboutfins of OmiR 
fion, and that is the reaſon. 2. As 
Drunkenneſs is an immoderate uſe of 
Beer or Wine: Here is an a& of the 
Creature, and much poſitive about this 
{m, though nothing poſitive in the fin 


' nt ſelf, So in theft another ſin of Com- 


miſsion, there is fomewhat poſlitiveabout 
the taking away our Neighbours goods, 
and keeping them as our own; but in 
fins of, Omiſsion there is nothing poſ1- 
tive ;/ as 1n not praying, not hearing, not 
believing,not giving to the Poor; there 
is nothing poſitive, no afts,but a neglect 
of ads required. Sinsof Omifsion are 
wholly privative, and have nothing -of 
poſitivity in them. 4. They 
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ard firs of Commiſyion, 

4. They differ in this; * that fins of 
Commiſsion are more ſcandalous in the 
eyes of men than fins of Omifcion, 1 
do not ſay ſins of Omiſsion are always 
tes hainous than'ſins of Comthifsion, (f 
ſhall prove by 4nd by they may be more 
haindus) but that they are lefs ſcanda- 
lous. Sins of Commiſnon,'as Erunken- 
neſs, Uncleanneſs, Theft, Swearing, 
Murther; theſe make a greatnoiſe int 
World, aretaken notice of by all, and 
with the Snail, leave a ſlime and filth 
bebiad rhety whereſoever - they are 5 
But- ſins of Omiſsion, as not praying in 
our: Cloſets, -not exatnining our own 
Hearts, not \-relievirg the Poor and 
Needy, not bringing up out Children in 
the' Nurture and Admonition of the 
Lord, &c. Theſe are more ftill and 
quiet, obſerved by few or none. 

5. They differ in this, that ſins of 
Omiſsion are the averſion of the heart 
from God, and fins of Commilſsion are 
the converſion of the heart to the Crea- 


ture, or ſomewhat below God. Omiſc . 


ſion turns the heart from God : Hence 

we read of mans going far from God, 

Jer. 2. 5y4p4 of their depatting away 
co from 
c *. « 
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The difference between ſins of Owiſrion, &c. 
from the living God, Heb. 3. 12. Which 
is not meant 1n regard of local motion, 
( for ſo none can depart from God, Pal, 
139-2, 3, 4, 5+) but inregard of their 
inward carnal AfﬀeCtions, and diſobedi- 
ent Converſations, Jer. 17. 5. Whoſe 


heart departeth from the Lord, Commil: 
fions are a turning to the Creature, Whoſe 


heart is after covetouſneſs. They imagine 


miſchief in their hearts , Plal. 140. 2. 
Eccleſ, 9. 3. The heart of the Sons of men 
i full of evil. 

Having ſpoken to the nature of ſins 
of Omiſsion in general, and more parti- 
cularly by their ſeveral diſtin&tions, and 
their agreement with, and difference 
from ſins of Commiſion; I come to the 
ſecond thing promiſed in the explication 
of the Doctrine, and that is the danger 
of them. | 


Sins of Omiſrion offenſive to God, 143 \" 
\ CHAP. XXII. | 


Ir The danger of ſons of Omiſcion, in the hai- 
fx nous nature M4 them, and their offen- 
ſe ſtoeneſs to God. 


| Secondly, He danger of fins of 
Omiſhton 3 though men 
2, are ready to conceive that fins of Omiſ- 
ſion, becauſe they make no great cryin 
the World, are but infirmzties,are venial 
is | fins, andare not much to be regarded, 
i- & as having little of danger to the Soul in 
themz yet the contrary will appear 
- plainly, if we conſider theſe particu- 
ars. 
n 1. The —_—_— and ſinfulneſs of 
x | them ſpeaks their danger. The more 
venotne and poyſon there is in aty Cu 
or Diſh, the more dangerous it mu 
needs be; the more finfulneſs there is 
in any (in, the more hazardous it is to 
the Soul. Now I ſhall ſhew the finful- 
neſs of omiſſions. 
1. They are moſt againſt the mind and 
will of God. Thoſe fins are the greateſt, 


which +” croſs the-Will of the Law- 


givers 


a 
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thy — Sins of Omiſtion offenſive to God. 

giverz For ln is 4 tranſgreſſion of the 

Law, or Mind, of God. And every one 

knoweth that the Mind of God is more 

in the Precept , or Affirmative part of 

the Law, than in the Prohibition , or 

Negative part of it. The Precept or 

performance of the Duty ,.commanded 

1s the main thing, the Prohibition is, as 

it were, accidental, in order to our Obe- 

; _*dience to the Precept;, thepefore fins of 

75a Omiſsion being «got the ſubſtance 

and principal Part-of the Command, and 

ſo moſt direCly againſt-that which is the 

ſpecial Mind of the Law-giver ,. mult 

needs be the greateſt Sins., It is. more 

good todo good, than not to do eyil. 

Omiſzions are- not to he eſteemed bare 

Negations or Privations, but as breaches 

of a politive Law, whereinthe mind of 

Godis molt diſcover'd. Now how great 

a Sin, and how dangerous'is it to croſs 

the Mind of God ? ſurely it's bad thwart- 

"0 ing him that can caſt Body and Soul into 

The fe- Hell; I ſay unto you, fanth, Chriſt , fear 
. conddif- hin, Matth, 10. 28. | 

ference * 2. Sins of Omiſcion are the ground 

- ſivs of o-- Of,, and make way for, Sins of Commilst- 

-—__ an. 'The want of love toGi d our 

oh. not 
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Sins of Omiſcion offenſive to God, 
not believing his Word, which are Sins 
of Omilsion, are the ground of all abo- 
minations. When a man once caſteth 
f off daily reading the Word, and ſeek- 
R ing God by Prayer, or performs thoſe 
: Duries coldly and carelelly ; he throws 
himſelf out of God's Protection, and (6 
$ 
f 


becomes a Lacquey to the Devil, arid a 
tame Slave toevery Luſt to trample on, 
and tyranize over at pleafurez Pal. 14. 
: 3, 4+ They are all gone aſide, they are al- 
| together flthy : there is none that doth 
good, no not one. Negligentiam in qriiido 
ſemper aliqua notabilis franſereſrio fan 
. tur , ſaith-One; alWays fome f A 
Sin followeth upon flothfulneſs , i 
praycr. "x | : 
David's not watching his Eyes and 
Heart, and his not imploying his time 
better at that hour of the day, brought 
forth Drunkenneſs, Murder, Adultery, 
Lying, &*c. Some Sins of Omifiion arts 
like great men, that .never go without 
many Followers; admit their Perfons, 
you mult adriiit their long train which 
| | they bring with them. Soa Gad,a whole 
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Sins of Omiſcion offenſive to God, 


Not doing good , fits the heart for 
doing evil : The pms not ſown with 
good Corn, doth naturally of its own 
accord bring forth evil weeds, Indeed, 
it's impoſsible for him that doth no 
good, not to do evil. He that doth 
not gather with Chriſt, ſcattereth ; and 
he that is not with me is againſt me,Matth, 
I2. 30, Hethat fights not for his Prince 
in a day of Battel,is his Enemy ; and that 
Servant who helps not his Maſter in Har- 
velt, hinders him.” Not to ſave a life 
when we may, istodeſtroy and murther 
it. The Negative Chriſtian will quick- 
ly fall to be a poſitive Atheiſt and Hea- 
then If the Heart be empty of good, 
and ſwept clean of Grace, the unclean 
Spirit will quickly take up his logding 
in.it, Beſides, God doth often judici- 
al give up them to commit Evil, who 
refule to do good, Fecanſs they received 
kot the truth in the love of it, (here 1s a 
Sin of Omiſsion.) God gave them up to 
firong deluſions, that they migcht believe a 
le, &c. , 2 Theſſ..2. 10, 11. | Now how 
great and dangerous is this Sin, that 
uſhers in ſo many. Sins? AſJagg, one Sin 
ar; how 
Fheavy 
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Sins of Omiſzion offenſive ts God. 
heavy then will that whole rabble and 
regiment of fins be, that one ſirof Omiſ 
ſion may bring along with it? If [live in 
Sins of Om1ſs10n, Sins of Commiſsion will 
follow both naturally and judicially. 

3. Sins of Commilſston do exceedingly 
grieve the Spirit of God: Indeed every 
S1n is offenſive to the Holy Ghoſt, or Sp1- 
rit of Holineſs, as direttly contrary to 
its nature; but the Spirit of God ſets 
a particular, ſpecial brand and mark up- 
on theſe Sins, as grievous to htm 3 Fol- 
low that which is good, rejoyee evermore; 
pray without ceaſing. In every thing give 
thanks, quench not the Spirit, deſpiſe tot 
Propheſying , 1 Theſl. 5. 15, 16, 17,18, 
19. Obſerve, the Duties are all poſntve; 
(the negle& whereof is a Sin of Omiſh 
on) to which he exhorts them, 1t they 
would not quench the Spirit. The 
Spirit 1s not, only - grieved , put-alſ6 
quenched by Sins of Om4zion. Fire 
may be quenched. by ” with-drawi 
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fewel from it; as we4f as by throwing. - 


water.on it. By\c:,ndalous Sins of Com- 
miſs! m,we thro" water on this heavenly 
Flam WWancla itz but by negleting 
to-p 
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to attend on Prdpheſying, 
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Sins of Omifcion offenſwve to God. 
and ſuch Sins of OmiſfSion, we with- 
draw fewel trom it, and thereby put it 
out. When the Iſraelites would not 
hear the Voice of God, they are ſaid to 
grieve his holy Spirit, Plal. 95. And 
when they believed not his Word, the 
Wonders that he wrought, they are 
ſaid- to vex bis holy Spirit , Ia. 63. 10. 
with Numb. 14.11. Numb. 20.12. Then 
they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit. 
Not to obey God, is to difobey him. 
Not to be loyal to him, isto be rebelli- 
ousz now hereby they vexed his holy 
Spirit. Now how great a Sin, and how 
dangerous 1s it to grieve the Spirit of 
God; the (1ze or meaſure of Sin, is to 
be taken from the Majeſty flighted, dif- 
obeyed, and offended by it, The Spi- 
rit 15 'God, an infinite boundleſs Being, 
w;aom theſe Sins of Omilsion grieve and 
rex..  \gatn, how dangerous is it to 
erieve anc, 9rive the Spirit from us: It's 
the Spirit thay mult enable us to our Du- 
tics, Kow. 8. 26. DireCt us in our walk- 


; Comfort us in our 
108," P/al. 143. 1G. 
It is the Spirie, that is,thc. . PIE, 


and Holineſs 3 Zach. 12. x: us 
wks 1 and 
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Sins of Omiſrion offenſive tb God. 


and muſt work them in oyr hearts,ifever 
we be gracious and holy, 1 Pet. I. 2. It 
is the Spirit muſt ſtrengthen us with 
might in our inward man, to keep the 
Commandments of God, Epheſ. 3. 16. 
Pzez. 36.27. Itis the Spirit that is the 
earneſt of our Inheritance, the Firſt- 
fruits of our eternal bleſſed Harveſt, and 
that muſt ſeal us up unto the day of Re- 
demption, Fpheſ. 1. 13, 14. Rom. 8. 
Epheſ. 4. 30. How great a Sin, and how 
dangerous therefore is it to grieve this 
Spirit, and by Sins of Omiſgon to in- 
cenſe him to with-draw from us, with- 
out whom we are unable unto any govd, 
and indeed expoſed to all evil, 

2. Thedanger of theſe Sins will ap- 
pear, by their offenſiveneſs to God. 
Since our Felicity depends on the Fa- 
vour of God, and our Miſery on his 
Anger, (Hell it ſelt being but his wrath 
ever to come, 1 Thefſ. 1. #{t.) thoſe Sins 
which are highly provoking to God, 
muft be very dangerous. If -1n his 
Favour be Life, Pſal. 3o. 5. and his 
Wrath be worſe than Death , Pſal. 90. 
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Sins of Omriſſion offenſive to God, 
believing God, which is a ſin of Omiſh- 
on, is called the Provocation, Pal. 95. 
8,9. Harden not your hearts, as in the 
Provocation, as in the day of temptation 
in the Wilderneſs : When your Fathers 
tempted me, proved me,and ſaw my Works, 
This Provocation was their not belie- 
ving his Word, forall the Wonders 
he had wrought for them. They ſaid, 
Can God furniſh a Table in the Wilderneſs ? 
Behold be ſmote the Rock, , that waters 
guſbed out : Can he give Bread alſo ? Can 
he provide Fleſb for his people Therefore 
the Lord beard this, and was wroth : So 
4 fire was hindled againſt Jacob, and 
anger alſo came up againſt Iſracl: becauſe 
they believed not in od and truſted not 
1 his Salvation, Plal. 78. 19. to 23. 

* It will appear how provoking (ins of 
Omiſſton are to God by theſe three par- 
ticulars : 

I. By his frequent Reprehenſions , 
and complaints of men for them, He 
blames men for not ſacrificing, AMal.3.18. 
ny not mourning, I Cor.5. And ſharply 
reproves for not receiving Correction, 
Jer. 2.30. In vain have I ſmitten your 
Ebildren,they received ng © ; For 
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Sins of Omiſſion offenſfoe to God. 


not grieving when ſmitten, Jer. 5. 3. For 
not ſeeking God, 1/4.9.13. Nay,obſerve 
what ſpecial notice he takes of, and how 
ſadly he aggravates their Omiſttons , 
Jer. 3.7. I ſaid after ſhe had done all theſe 
things, (1.e. gone up upon every high 
Mountain, and upon every green Tree,) 
Turn thou unto me, but ſhe turned not. 
Here he complains of 7rae/s Omiflion, 
in not turning to him; but mark how he 
accents Judahs Omiſhon , who knew 
what Iſrael had done, and how God 
had put her away, werſ. 8. Tet ber 
treacherons Siſter Judah feared not, ( the 
dreadful doom of I1ſraet ftruck no aw 
into the heart of Judah.) And verſ. 10. 
And yet for all this (that Iſrael! hath com- 
mitted, and been ſeverely puniſhed for,) 
her treacherows Siſter Judah hath not 
turned unto me with the whole beart, but 
feignedly, ſaith the Lord. Here was'an 
Omiſlion internal, or in the manner of 
her Converſation ; it was not {incere, but 
with diftimularion. 
; 2, By his ſevere Comminations and 
Threatnings denounced againſt rhoſe 
that are guilty of Omiſlions. He curleth 
rhoſe that deny him their help in a day 
111 L 4 of 
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Sins of Oniſſion offenſive to God. 
of Battel, and that come not forth to 
help the Lord agaiult the mighty, J»dg. 
5.23. He curſeth thoſe that are not 
diligent about his Work , Jer. 48. 10. 
And believe it, his Curſe is efteCtual, not 
like the diſcharge of a piece with pow- 
der only , which doth no execution, 
Thoſe whom he curſeth, are curſed in- 
deed : His curſe, like Lightning, blaſt- 


eth and withereth where-ever it cometh. 


T curſed his habitation, ( ſaith Elipbasz, \ 
not as a private Malcdiction of his own | 


Spirit, bur as a pious Prediction of Gods 
Spirit.) Now mark what, followeth 
upon God's curling the wicked mans 
Habitation, - Job 5. 2, 3, 4+ His houſe is 
by this breath of God tumbliag to the 
ound preſecatly. * His Children ( that 
Id be the honour and ſupport of it ) 

are far from ſafety, verl.3. they are cruſh- 
ed in the Gate, and there is none to deli- 
ver them, verl. 4. Whoſe barveit the bun- 
gry tateth up; and taketh out-of the thorns, 
and the Robber ſwallaweth up his fub- 
ftance. His Eſtate, which. is a ſecond; thing 
requiſite to the outward. glory. of- a Fa- 
wily.,. that is ſeiſed on, and ſnatched 
from him. So God whreatneth;multi- 
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Sins of Oxiſcion offenſive. to.God. 
tudes with his wrath (which js ſo tervi- 
ble, ſo intollerable, that none can ſtand 
before it, Pſal. 147. 8. that Mountains 
are moved, Rocks are rent in pieces, the 
Foundations of the Earth tremble at it ; 
ca, that God's own people are ready to 
diſtracted at it, Pſal. 88. 3,4, 5.) 
for a Sin of Omiſzion, For wot calling on 
his Name, Jer. 10. ult. 

God threatneth to cut a man oft from 
his people ( which includes enher a cut- 
ting off from the ſociety of Gods peo- 
ple here and hereafter, as Gen,17.14. or 
of being cut off qut of the Land ot the 
living by the Sword of the Magiſtrate; 
Exod, 30. 33-. or both, as ſome think, } 
for a meer omiſlion. But 4 mar that i 
tlean, and is not in a journey, and for- 
beareth to keep the Paſever 5 even the 


ſame Soul ſhall be cut off from his people, 


Numb. 9. 13, | 

2. It appears, that Sins of Qmiſyon 
are highly pwang to God, by the 
execution of, his Judgments, on them 
that are guilty of them... His: Works as 
well as his Word ſpeak his great 1ndig- 
nation againſt. theſe fins. $axl loſt his 
Kindgow, for not killing Agog and _ 
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Sins of Omiſrion offenſive to God. 
beſt of the Flock, Becauſe thou haſt re- 
jeffed the Word of the Lord, the Lord 
hath alſo rejeted thee from being King, 
faith Sammel to him, 1 Saw. 15. 23, 26, 
28. Ahabomitted to kill Benhadad,and 
loſt his life for it, 1 King.20.42. Becauſe 
thou haſt let go a man out of thy hand, 


whom 1 appointed to utter deftruion, thy 


life ſhall go for his life. Eli was a good 
man , and as much in Gods Favour, 
but by not reproving his Sons, he ſo 
far incurred Gods anger, that he loſt 
his two wicked Fondlings in a day, and 
the Prieſt-hood for ever, '1 Sam. 3. 12, 
13, &c. Moſes was God's ſpecial Friend 
and Favorite : And the Lord ſpake to 
Moſes fate #0 face, as a man ſpeaketh to 
his Friend, Exod. 33.11. And the Lord 
ſaid to Moſes, thou haſt found grace in my 
frebt, and Tknow thee by Name. 

Yet when this Moſes is guilty of an 
Omiſsion, that he doth not believe God, 
nor ſanCtifte his Name inthe eyes of the 
Children of '7ſrae/, he'is excluded the 
temporal Canaan; Nxmbi26.12, Though 
Moſes was taken up' to the Mount, - to 
converle with God forty days together, 
when.Azron and all the people muſt ſtay 
mer below ; 
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Sjns of Omiſsion offenſive ts God. 
below 3 though Moſes was honour'd to 
ſee the Commands written with God's 
own Hand; though Afoſes was taken 
into a Rock, while God paſled before 
him, that he might hear his Name, The 
Lord, the Lord God gracions, &c. pro- 
claimed, and ſee his back parts; though 
God was pleaſed to confer with Moſes, 
as one Friend with another; yet when 
this Moſes comes to be guilty of ſuch an 
Omiſgon, he is denied liberty to enter 
into the Land flowing with Milk and 
Honey. Nay, though this 2oſes begs 
ſo hard, I pray thee let me go over, and ſee 
the good Land beyond Jordan, that goodly 
Mountain and Lebanon ; Yet God was 
ſo provoked by ' his Omiſsion, that 
though he had heard him once and 
again for greater things on the behalf 
of others, Exod. 33.11.to15. Numb. 
14.10. He would not hear him 1n this 
{mall Requeſt for himſelf ; But his wrath 
was kindled, and he would not hear .zne, 
and ſaid, let it ſuffice thee, ſpeak no more 
unto me of this matter, Deut. 3. 25, 
26, 

Nay, how angry was Chriſt with. the 
man who had not a Wedding-Garment 
at 
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Sins of Omiſrion offenſive to God. 

at his Supper ; how ſevere is his Sen- 
tence ? how dreadful his Doom ? And 
when the King came in to ſee the Gueſts, he 
ſaw there a man which had not a Wedding- 
Garment. Though but one in a Crowd, 
Chriſt ſpied him. 

1. Here is his Tranſgreſſion : We 
donot read, that the man ſlighted the 
Invitation, and denied to come , 
as they in ver. 5. nor that he in» 
treated his Servants ſpitefully, and 
ſlew them, as thoſe, verſe 6. We do not 
read, that the man came to the Feaſt in 
a drunken-fit, or reproached and abuſed 
either the Maſter or Gueſts, but only 
omitted to bring with him a Wedding- 
Garment, which ſome ſay 1s Charity ; 


others Obedience ; he was a Profeſſor, - 


but without godly praftices ; but I ſup- 
poſe is meant Chriſt, and the Graces of 
the Spirit, which are compared to a Gar- 
ment, "Rom. 13. Col. 3. Epheſ. 4. 23, 24. 
Ant that ye be renewed in the Spirit of 
your Minds. And that ye put on the new 
man. 

2. Here 1s the mans ſelf-convidtion, 
verſ. 12. inwzs, he was muzled: The 
ſame word is uſed of muzling the month 
þ of 


. Sins of Omiſcion ofſonſbve'ta God. 
of a Beaſt, whereby its tinable to open 
it to eat, I Cor. 9. 9, His conſcience 
was that which put a muzle on his 
mouth, being convinced that he might 
and ought to have procured a Garment, 
before he had gone to the Feaſt. They 
who have a form, and no power of God- 
lineſs, who make a ſhew without any 
ſubſtance of Religion , will be ſpeech- 
leſs when Chriſt ſhall come to reckon 
with them. 

3. Here is his Condemnation, ver. 
13. Bind him hand and foot. When 
MalefaCtors are caſt in'Law, either by 
their own Confeſſion, or the Evidence 


. of others ; the Gaoler puts new Fetters 


and Shackles on them to ſecure their Per- 
ſons againſt Sentence and Execution, 
leſt they ſhould'make an eſcape. Bind 
him hand and foot: Make fure of him. 
The Sinner ſhall have no power of re- 
fiſting, or poflibility of flying from Di- 
vine ſeverity. And t«t@un, ejrcite, cf 
him forth. Cafthim out as a vile, loath» 
ſome, abominable wretch', unfit for 
company, whom I hate to behold ; Into 
utter darkneſs , lie 5 Oxiree 79 Wehroggy, A Pri- 


ſon, a Dungeon, where there is no light, 


a Contr 
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| 158 Sinrof Omiſſion deſtrutive to men. & 


a condition. molt remote from joy -atd 
comfort ; ſuch darkneſs as hath a blacks 
neſs joyn'd to it , Jude, verſ. 13. There 
ſhall be weeping and gnaſhing of teeth, 
weeping for the extremity of their own 
pain, and gnaſhing of teeth out of envy 
at others happineſs, 


CHAP. XXIIL. 
The danger of ſins of Omiſſton , in their 


deſtruFiveneſs to man,and our prone 
neſs to over-look them. 


3. He danger of Sing of Omiflion 
| will appear by their de- 
{tructiveneſs to men. The more wrong 
and injury any Sin doth” us, the'mare 
danger is in it. Now what hath been 
already ſpoken, doth abundantly evince 
this, If Omiſhons are ſo great (ins, that 
they moſt directly croſs the mind of the 
Law, and make way for all Sins of Com- 
miſtion, . and exceedingly grieve -the 
Spirit of God, they mult needs-be dan- 
M”_ and deſtructive to men. . If God 


. bimfelf blame them ſo ſharply, threaten 


them 
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$ins of Omiſſion deſtrutive to men. ng * 
them fo ſeverely , and - puniſh them ſo | 
grievouſly, who are guilty of ſuch fins; 
er: then theſe Sins mult be very 1njuriousto 
+ us. But it will further appear, if you 
wo ll conlider that they cauſe, 

I. The Judgments of God on men, 
in regard of their Bodies , or external 
Comforts, He puniſheth many with 
—} cxtream penury, for not being diligent 
in their particular Callings. Their idle- 
neſs (which is a ſin of Omiſsion) cloaths 
| them with rags, Prov. 23.21, Again, 
cs BY The idle Soul ſhall ſuffer hunger, Prov. 19, 
15. How doth experience prove the 
truth of this. Many begin the World 
( as we ſay) with 'confiderable Eſtates, 
- # who, in afew years, for lack of care and 
induſtry in their Imploys, have waſted 


G all. The idle man may call the Prodi- 
n | ga! Brother. Beſides, theſe Sins of O- 
« | miftion are puniſhed with a temporal 


deſtruction, The Lord having ſaved 
the people out of the Land of Egypt, af- 
terwards deſtroyed them that believed 
not , Jude, verſ. 5, Iſrael was God's 
own people, his pecuhar treaſure, Exod. 
19. 5. a people nigh unto bim, Pſal.148. 
ut. incomparable for this, Devt. 4. 7 2 

C an | 
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_ Sins of Omiſrion deflrut#ive to men. 


and other Priviledges, Rom. 9. 4. Yet 


when guitly of this Omiſsion,. God 
would not ſpare them,, but deſtroy'd 
them. No Priviledges can exempt from 
niſhment. - God may forſake his Ta- 
ormacte at Shiloth ;. deliver his ſtrength 
into captivity,and his glory into the ene- 
mies hand, if they will not believe him, 
if they will not obey hit, P/a/.78.60,61, 
2. A judicial tradition. to ſpiritual 
udgments. Of all Judgments, none 
in this World are ſo dreadful as*thoſe 
that are fpiritual ; bodily Judgments 
touch the Fleſh, but theſe the Spirit. 
When God would ſpeak and wreak his 
anger againſt a perſon or people to the 
utmoſt ;' he doth it this way, by giving 
them up to their own wickedneſs. When 
he would ſtrike Ephraim under the fifth 
Rib, and kill him at a blow, it is by this 
1 mer? Ephraim is joyned to Idols, 
et him alone, Hol. 4.17, He 1sgiven 
to Idolatry, let him'take his fill of it, and 
ſce What the end will be. Heis fond of 
Iyes and vanities, and delights in pro- 
ituting himſclf to their embraces; Let 
him alone. .Let none diſturb him, or 
recall him ; let no Mercy, no Miſery, no 


- Means, 
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[fm die en Kali tw, 
Mibiſtry ever hinder him in 


the rags ae of his Luſts; or ſtop him 
ia; his courſes, much leſs be, ety for 
his Repentance and Amendment: In 
temporal. Judgments, God afts the pact 
of a Father, to, whip his Child, that he 
may reclaim him for.his Errors, and. be 
fit to igherit his Eſtate. But in ſpiritua], 
. | Godadtsthe partof a Judge, to deliver 
1 BY the. Malefactor. over to Exeqution, In 
the former, he prunes the Tree, that it 
bring. forth fruit, and ſo cantinue 
in in tis Garden to his joy and delight. 0 
bue in the latter, he leaves the Tree as 
unſound and barren , to. be cut down 
for the fire. | you fins of Omiſlig 
cauſe God to deliver men; upto, 
ny" God calls upon 1/raet tq 
earand obey him, they will not; - But 
my People would not hearkgn to my Voice; 
Iſrael would none of me. What was the 
reſult of their refuſal? 89 1gave them up 
to their own hearts luſtt, and they walked 
in their own counſels , Plal. 81. 11, 12. 
God doth not teſtific his anger for their 
contempt of him, by ſending Plague, or 
Flames, or wild Bealts among them, 
He dath not ſay, Well, \ wa chey thus 
flighr 
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fight my Atithority, 1will be aven 
bathed wh aroſe”. [will give eee 
to the Sword, or Famine, -or racking 
Diſeaſes, or greedy devouring. Lions 
which would have beet fad. and grie- 
vous; but he executes on them a 'far 
more ſad -and grievous Judgment, when 
he faith, So I gave them up #0 their own 
hearts luſtt, and they walked in their own 
rounſel;. © God's leaving one Soul to one 
faſt, is far worſe than leaving him to 
alt the Ljons in the World.. Alas, n 
will tear the Soul worſe thaw a Lioh can 
do the Body, and rent irin/ pieces, when 
there is-none to deliver it.-/ God's gi- 
ving them np+ to their own wills, that 
they walked mitheir own counſels, 1s in 
effet a glvitig them up to eternal wrath 
and woe: - 

3. The deſtruQiveneſs of Sins of 
Qmifhon tor the Souls of men appears, 
in that they 'render the Condition'of 
men deſperate , and without remedy, 
Sins of Commiſion wound rhe Soul dan- 
—_ bur fins of Omiflion make the 

ate of the Patient hopeleſs and def 
rate. Sins of Commiſtion are direQly 
againſt the Law,.and ſobind the Sinner 
| over 
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Sins of Omiſſzon deitruBfine to wen, 163 . 
over to its Curſe 3 but Sins of Omiſfion, 
are direaly againſt the Goſpel, and 
thereby. hinder the Patients Cure, Gal. 
3.20. Joh. 3-ult, He that hath Broken 
the Precepts of the Law, is liable to 
its puniſhment ; but yet this Sinner may: 
flie to the Goſpel, as his City of Refuge,. 
and lay -hold-on Chriſt there tendered 
for Pardon-and Life. But by ſome ſing of 
Omiſhon, he rendereth the Goſpel igef- 
feftual for his gqod, and himſelf unca- 
able of the good things promiſed jn it, 
aith and Repentance are the two Con- 
ditions upqgn which all the exceeding 
rich and preciqus Promiſes depend; 19 
that by not believing, and. got repenty 
ing, which arc Sins of Omillion , me 
deny themſelyes all the henefit and a 
vantage of the Goſpel. He that believes 
ſhall be ſaved, he that believeth not ſha 
damned, Mark 16.16, He wpbraid d 
the Cities wherein moſt of his mighty _ 
were dane, becayſe they repented not. Wye 
ho,thee Corazin, woe fo thee Bethſaida, 
ho Matth, 21. 21, 242, 23, Sing pt 
mmiſtion make the woynd, and Sins 
of Omiſſion, keep off that Plaiſter , 
Whjch alone can heal it. Sxns of Com- 
| M 2 mithon 
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"that can do us little hart," 
ed without grear dan er. * Bnt when an 
"Ehemy is ſo powerful ,'fo deadly, fo 


| ing into 7taly with = Army, and#faid, 


Sis of Ontiſſeon deſtruBivt to ment. 
miſfon lunge us into 'a bortomleff 
f Milkery, and Sins of Omiſſiog 


tph' © 
ſtor the currentof that Mercy that alone 


cn relieve antl ſuccour us. © Theſe Sirt- 
ners are like m_ in fwoors,” palping for 
breath, and ready to exp re; yet ſhut 
th 8 mourhs, and faſten hen, ire ro- 
gether, to keep our thoſ& Cordiats that 
one can recall them to life. * | 

els "Un er of Sms of Oily 
af appe by" vur profieneſs to ſh 
aide: you them. If Sins of Omiſflion 
are of ſo deadly a nature, is troft ro'con; 
tradi the Will of God: thao highly 


fra oking to hit, and fo mortally de- 


tive to'usz then the more we (light 

this great Enemy, the wore darigerous 

itistous: A'weak enctny.a Fr an cherny 
y beſtight- 


Aamcable' our contettpt of him 1s a 
great advantage to him, and a great dil- 


- advantage to ns; tor by this meatls*ke 
falls upon us diſarmed and'unprepared 


for him. Pompey lighted Ceſar, When 
News firſt came to X9#re of his march- 


T, hat 


Sims. of Omiſſien deftruive to men,” 16s _ 
0 That if did but ſtamp with his foot ; be 
36 Bl ſbonld therewith fetch Souldiers enongh #4 
16'll of all parts" to ſubdue. Cxlar. And is 
1: Y made ſmall preparation to reſiſt him, 


» BY which was his own and the Common- 
at Y wealths deſtruction. Truly, thus men 
6. are apt to flight fins of Omifſhon, arid 
at & thereby to undo themſelves. Asit's 
WI faid of Joab, He ſpake kindly to Amaſa, 
0 WY and made as if he would kiſs him : But 
ni Amaſla took no beed to the Sword that was 
i 8 #r Joabs hand : ſo be (mote bim therewith 
1. in the fifthrib; and ſhed ont bis bowels to 
yl ? ground; that he died, 2 Sam. 20. 9,10. 
& 8 Thus fin of Omifcion is amiliar with us, 
HM and pretends. rather love and kindneſs, 
as 8. thanany hurt to us (for in all fin there 
y isadeceitfulnefs) and we taking noheed Heb-3-1 
{. F tothe Sword in its hand,. to its malig- 
mn & nant killing-nature, but {lightigg it, as 
© if it were venial, are deſtroy'd by it. 
'2 And there are three Reaſons why we 
C | are fo apt to over-look fins of Omif- 
e {ion . | 
d 1, Becauſe Conſcience doth not ſo 
ſoon cheek us for them, as for fins of 
Commiſsion. . If a man commit Mur- 
ther, or Adultery, or Theft, his Con- 
| 'M 3 ſcience 
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ſcience is ready toflie in his face, and 
thunder in his ears, as it did with Can, 
after the ſlaughter 'of his Brother, that 
he cried ont, My puniſhatent is greater 
than I can bear; and. he went up and 
down trembling (as ſome think) all his 
days, Gen. 4. 13, 14. But men may 
neglect Praying,or Reading; or Charity, 
eſpecially ' in regard of the: manner 'of 
doing them, and Conſcience will take 
little-notice of it. 'Such Omiſhons may 
paſs with little or no regard, Cair in 
'the Offering he brought to-God, neg- 
(Jetted (probably) tobring' the beſt of 
the fruit of the ground, however to 
. offer it with an upright believing heart; 
but we read not that he took notice of 
theſe Omiſhons, though he'did of God's 
- - manifeſt diſreſpetting k 

4-3, 4 5+" It's ordinary with ſome mo- 
ral men, if they fall into ill Company 
ſometime by ' accident,- and are made 
- drunk, to be aſhamed of it, and much 
troubled for it ; but theſe men can live 
in their Families without Prayer and 
Scripture, and negle& 'to+ teach their 
Children and Servants the ways of God ; 
-.and'yet theſe Omiſhons'do not at all 
=O > #43. {4 diſturb 


is Offering, Gen.| 
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Sins of Omiiſſion deftruFive to men. 1 67 
diſturb them ,, they go up and down, 
and cat, and dtigk, and fleep, as merri- 
ly as if they obeyed the wliole Will of 
God. 'Job tells you of thoſe that bid 
God bs wo from them, that deſire not, 
nor endeavour to know him ; that caſt 
off Prayer to him, and all his Service as 
fruitleſs 3 and yet theſe men, guilty of 
ſuch great and groſs Omifſions, could 
take the Timbrel and Harp, and rejoyce 
at the ſound of the Organ, and ſpend 
their days in wealth and mirth, Job 21. 
I2, 13, 14, 15. Theſe Negative Sins 
are ſtill and filent, and make none or 
little noiſe in the ears of Conſcience. 
But poſrtive ſins are more clamorous. 
We read of thofe that were guilty of 
Bribery and Opprefſſion under their 
guiſe and maſk of Religion 3 and how 
they are ſtab'd and frighted ? A dread- 
ul ſound js in their Ears, trouble and an- 
griſh make them afraid. They believe not 
that they ſhall come out of darkneſs, Job 
I5. 21, 22, 24, compared with 34. & 
35- verſes. . How many do we know in 
places-where we live, who if they ſhould 
rob or wrong their Neighbours, woald 
hardly enjoy any peace ar quictneſs in - 
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« and contentedly day m0 


rance, or lying, or going TR 
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their Spirits, who can live 


roy yels 

after year, while all this wha 
God of that Love, and Fear, and "i 
which they ow him in their hearts, and 
of that open Homage ang Alle Allegiance 
which they ow him in their 
The reaſon hereof is, becauſe fon of 
Coinmiſlion are moſt againſt natural 
light. In fins of Omifſhon there is no 


Rich actual diſtnrbance, by which the 


free contemplation of the mind is hin- 
dered, as in fins of Commiſſion, Be- 
ſide foul ads of Sin , as Uncleannels 
and Murther , &c. bring more ſhame, 


.and cauſe more horrour,, than bare neg- 


les *of our Duty, Conſcience is not 
wont to take any great notice of exter- 


- nal negles, or of ſpiritual defects. 


2, We are the more prone to over- 


1look,and take no notice of tins of Omiſh- 


on; ( as Conſcience is leſs troubled for 
them, ſo ) our Chriltian Friends are not 
ſo. apt to warn and admoniſh us of them, 
as of fins of Commiſſion. If a Profeſſor 
fall inta ſome groſs fin of Commiſgion ; 
as if be be over-taken with intem me 


Neigh- 


' and his Friends be wholly 


bour yi=dge of it ,-'his- Chriftiam 
Friends hear and take notice of it, amd 


'out of love to his, and faithfulneſs'ro 


their own Souls, admoniſh him of it, and 


endeavour with the Spirit 'of 


to bring himto repentance for it. Bat 
this Profeſſor thay negle@'prayer in his 
Cloſet, reading and meditating on the 
Word of God,examining his own heart ; 
nay, poſſibly priyex in his Family, and 
the inſtruction ' of thoſe committed to 


in the __ _— 


of, and fo be all their days ing 10 
acquaint hin withhis 'fin {coin When 
David had been guilty of ſeveral ſms of 
Commiſsion in the matter of Vriahb,  Ne- 


thin hears 'of it, ( for it ſees to be the . 
Town-talk, ict that it's ſaid,Tha# be cauſed 


the Enemies of God to blaſphethe, vel. 14. 
And I ſuppoſe Gods Narration of it to 
him was rather a Command, or Commiſ- 
ſion, for the tnanner of his reprehenfion 


- of David, than of certifying him of that 


he was ignotant before, ) he goeth to 
him, and tells 'him thereof, and calls 
him to Repenrance for them, 28d}. 12+ 
_ *L,f8 


ſo 
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| Neighbour :AIF'the Town or Neigh- 
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g 3250 #ins of Oxiſſion deftruZive to mew. 


x, #0 10. But though David ly all this 
rime (likely nine moneths, for the Child 
. was born, -verſ; 14. ) had been guilty of 
. many Omifſions, in not confeſling his (in 
with ſorrow and ſhame, 'in not begging 

rdon with Faith and Hope, -— in 
ſeveral other particulars; yet Nathan 
- takes no notice thereof in his Speech 
.to him, neither makes any mention of 
them. 


3, We are the mpre prone to over- 
look fins of Omiſhon, becauſe they are 
ſo near akin to Intermiſhons, which are 
lawful and neceſſary. , Affirmative Pre- 
.cepts ( as was ſaid before ) do not bind 
. ad ſemper; I am bound to pray in my 
Cloſet and Family every day, but I am 
- not bound to pray in cither all the day. 
God c— me to mind the m—_ 
ing and refreſhing my Body, and to fol- 
. Jow my particular Calling, and as. oc- 
caſton is to viſit the Fatherleſs and 
Aflicted 3 now becauſe theſe Intermiſh- 
ons, or Omiſsions, for a time are allowed 
and commanded, men are apt to turn 
them, or to fall from them, into total 
rar —_—_ they do fo, to be 
ieggoubled or thery, Becauſe men 


Way 


- 
* 
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may be excuſed from ſolemn religious 
Duties three parts or more of the week- 
day , therefore they will negle&t them 


' altogether, and are inſenfible* of their 


neglet. Commiſzions being never law- 
ful, for»the Negative Commands bind 
ad ſemper ; therefore if men be guilty 'of 
them, they take the more notice /of 
them, and lay them more to heart; but 
poſitive Precepts being ſometimes un- 
ſeaſonable, and binding ' but at ſome- 
times, ( 3. e. the Duties of them are to 
be performed but at ſome time) when 


-inſtead of our intermiſhon there be an 


omiſcion, we are ready to wink at it, and 


- regard it at moſt but as an 1 » 
- which may require a pardon of 


If I may omit er and Scripture ten 
hours of the day, fairh the ſubtle wicked 
heart of man, why not eleven hours? 
and if eleven hours, what great hurt if 
it be omitted twelve _— 3.e. the 
whole day, and the Dut not 

formed at all. ! of 


$ins of 0nifſion deſttaBive to men. 434 _ 
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CHAP. X XIV, ®S., 
The Reaſons _ oy foro 4 omiſſion are 


T Come now to the third thing to be 
ſpoken to inthe explication of this 
| 


ne,/and.that is to give the Reaſons 
why-Chrift will condemn -men at the 
| Great:Day to eternal Torments for Sins 
$ of Omiſſon. 
: wages 4 The Reaſons of the Do- 
arine, Why ſins of Omiſſion are damna- 


Run x. The great and grand Reaſon is, be» 
[» 1-1: Thegreatan Every fin is damna- 
ble: The wages of ſin (as fin) 3s death, 
Spiritual,” and Eternal, Rowe. 

{Gualt. Therefore theſe, Omiſſions be- 
Ang finsas well as Commiſſions, mult of 
-neceſsity be damnable to our Souls, As 
4 there 3s bitterneſs in every -Sprig or 
” Branch of Wormwood, .and faltneſs in 
J every drop or ſpoonful of Sea-water 
ſo there is Death and Hell, and Wrath 
any Damnation in every Sin. The 


wn diſtioguiſh ow = 


why by fu of on *r damnabe 
Venial ard: 41; tat they g6t 
diftindtion "the Devil; not no 
God; they hive their ſeven dexdly y firsy 
Bur the Ho Rs All fins are 
rare wi DN Ole Vin ry Be Gal. 
in- may be You 
or; Wargscn hainotts than anot nothiey: 
ry fin is moftal.. APiſtol1 hh k 
Muſket, and a Mufket chan'a Canons 
bitt they are. all 'of them killing ; Ex. 
19. The Soul that ſins ſhall die. "Under 
the word deaths comprehended all the 
miſery of titis tid the other World. 
Sin being a CON of the 
a violation of the Law, aid 
the Love of an jnfinite God, Htrucop 
that privation' of Good, and" 4nflition 
of Evil whivh "this Sentence” of Chiflt 
intlades, Go ye curſed into rb&lafting fire, 
' Prepared for 'the' Devil nid bis Angels. 
God cannot mfli& a 


rior can a'finite limited” Creature ' bear 
Y oy Tormentsthan Sin (being of ih- 
hire demerit) —_— and calls for. 
-Now I have largely proved,” that 
Otniſsions ate'fins as well as Commil- 


ſions z and to-ſpeak properly and exa- + 


. Iythieteis no ſin bur the ſinof 


greater purtiſhmen, 


x 


 Commilzions , their a+ 
" fulneſs cdnfiſtethin their want of that 
G which ' the, Law wager! 
ere there not a deficiency in t 
ſomewhat which they ought to —_ a 
a want of conformity to tho Law, ther 
would be no fin inthem, , Yea, I have 
proved fins of Omiſiow in ſome ref] 
greater ſins, as more ogplol the Mind of 
= Law-giver, (whole Will canliſts ra- 
ther in the Tore than Negatiye 
rt . of Comm and as the 
Sond E- of Con and as 
more directly againſt the Goſpel than 
fins of G—_ " They are much 
miſtaken ,, who judge Omiſhons pur 
Privations ,-or megr Negations ATA 
\pther than, agp-entities4 .for Omifions 
are tranſgretiions of an Affirmative Com- 
-mand, and violations of a poſitive, Pre- 
cept ;\and the greateſt Contradiftiogs 
to — Mindof Te Law, and therefore 
. moſt juſt]y, liable to its Curſe. bl 
Apoſtle tells us what Obedicnoe: t 


Law requireth, and what the Condition Þ. 


of ſuch as fail therein is;Gal. 3. 10. 1c It 
. .xequireth practical Obedience , ay 


= or knowing, or ſpeaking 
< q of 
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of what is written in the Book of the 
Law, but _—_ To he them. ' It's 
doing that the Law ' requitegh, Do this. 
and Rebee. And it's —_— the Law 

juſtifierh , Rome. 2. 13. (Nott\#he hearers 
" the Lew, but the doers thergof ſhall be 
juitified, Now- nnder this doing, fins 
of Omiſion are expreſly forbidden, and 
thoſe Duties ( the neglect of which. are 
fins of Omilhon ) are commanded, 

2. It requireth perſonal Obedience, 
Every one. It takes no notice of Obe- 
dience by a Proxy, or a Surety, but re» 
quires it in our own perſons. The Law 
admits not a Mediator. 

3. Perfeft Obedience 3 Ir every thing 
written in the Book of the Law. It « wi 
not admit of the. leaſt deviation, 
one [tep awry, but preſently curſeth ew 
condemneth-for ther. If any thought, 
word or deed, be never ſo little too 
light, it will got grant the leaft grain of 
allowance, but dampeth for them. 

4. It muſt be perpetual; That conti- 
anath net. If in one gay, one hour,,one 
moment of his life he fail, he is undone. 
If a man aould be obedient to the whole 


Law all the time of his life, anggy” 


\ 


"the Keg: 
Hh fils ap di 
would rake 2» notice of all his former 
 Obedienee';but ſent: him'to Hefl-for 
His lavrer! Diſobedieocd. For mark the 
fate of thoſe that yield not this perkett; 
; wing ual , praQtical Obedi» 
Ther Condition is curſed ; Curſed 

bne ' that continueth not 5-dll 


+ writhen bn the Book. of the Law 40 


do thels Inthe word cer/ed, all evil is 
included. -/ So that Omiſlions, or the 
negle& of thoſe Duties which the. Law 
tequireth, being fins, they render the 
Creature liable -to the- Curſe, which is 
indeed all manner of: miſery here and 
hereafter 


i Death and Hell are the end of every 


| noe are notthe end of every 
they are the-reward of every 


evil Work, though not the rewatd -of ' 


every evil Worker. Free Grace in the 
blood of Chriſt doth ſometimes inter- 
poſe , Sao my 
general -Rule G 

and pleaded, is when nd _ 
proceedings of the Law.. Therefore 
though this 5 Realon will juſtifie Cheiſt, 


aqpadcmn the Sinner/in the judg- 
Ms ment 


0 


4t's oa 
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kk & at tte 49: St.” = © ed +, + 5 5A ww. 


vp oe ww 


—_— >. —_ »*# nn ww A _—— a = 


why ſors of Omrifſion art danmmable. 
ment of his own Conſcience, (eſpecially.. 
this Sinner being under a Covenantof 
Works) yetT ſhall give farther Reaſons. 
from the Sinners non-intereſt in the Pri, 


- 


viledges of the Gofpel. | 


. 
- = 


.. 2., Chriſt will cqpdemn men: at vhe, 2401 5 


laſt day to eternal Torments, for ſins of 
Omiſiton, becauſe they ſpeak. amait1n a, 
carnal, natural eſtate. The Goſpel,that, 
is the only Ark for a Chriſtian to ſhelter 
his Soul in, againſt the Flood of the 
Laws Cunſes, requireth a change of the 
nature and diſpoſition, as abſolutely ne- 
ceſlary toSalvation. ,Chriſt, the great 
Preacher and Purchaſer of the Gaſpel, 
athrmeth ſolemnly, Yerily, Yerily, I ſay 
unto thee, Except a man be born again, he 
ſhall never ſee the Kingdom of God, 
Joh.,3. 3-. This is indifpenſably_ re+ 
quiſite, not gnly as agondition without 
which Heaven may not be had in re- 
gard of Gods pleaſure, but alſo asa dif- 
poſition without which Heaven or Hap- 
pineſs cannot be enjoy'd in regard ofthe 
Jubje&. For 'ris this that is meant. by 
our being wade mcet to be partakers of 
the , Inheritance of the Saints jn 4ight, 
Col. 1. 12. Again,the Holy Ghoſlgghe 


The" Reafony- * \ 
us, That without bolineſi no man ſhall ſof 


God, Heb. 12. 14. This holineſs ag 


due qualification” of the Agent in yela« 
tion to the-beatifical Viſion or ſight of 
God, the bleſſed-making ObjeQ, is ne- 
ceſfary by the Goſpgl.. How often are 
the Unregenerate and unſandtified by 
the Spirit of God doomed to Hell, and 
excluded Heaven , Joh. 3. 18. Rev. 19, 
Into it can in no wiſe enter any thing that 
is defiled or unclkan. Again, Turn ye, 
turn ye, why will ye die? Ezek. 33. 11. 
Implying,” that Death and DeſtruQion 
are the portion of the Unconverted. 
Now theſe Sins of Omiſsion are evi- 
dences of a mans want of Regeneration. 
Nay, there is much more evil in a ſtate 
of Sin, than in .an a@ of Sin; which 
ſtate of Sin conſifterh moſt in Sins 'of 
Omiſsion. For this was rhe great evil 
and miſery of the Epheſians by nature, 
Eph. 2.12. That they were without God, 
2. e. were without any inwatd'regard of 
him, or outward Obedience - to him. 
Sound Converſion and ſaving Repert- 
tance make clear work, as the Flood 
drown'd all out of the Ark, Noahs 
Frjends as 'well as others. | So Reperi- 


tance 


_ 


- Tx 


” 
tance deſtroys all fins, even ſins of Onifs 
fion as well as Commiflion. It lovez  *' * 
none, it atlows of none. . Reſtraini 
Grace will probably refuſe the way 
Diſobedience, but renewing Grace will 
cloſe the way | of Obedience. Thoſe 
that are in a wicked and unregeneratg 
ſtate, are charaQerized in Scripture from 
their fins of Omiſhon. The wicked through 
the pride of his heart will not ſeek, = 
God: God is not in all his thoughts, PlaL 
IO. 4. The Lord hath a controverſie with 
1 the Land, becauſe there is no Mercy, non 
Truth, nor Knowledge of God in the Land, 
Hoſ. 4.1, Nay, the reign of Sin (which 
ever ſpeaks an unconverted and unrege« 
rate eſtate) isas viſible; if not more in 
Omiſſions than in Commiſſions. As 
there is as high an aQ of Authority, and 
Soveraignty, and Princely Power in a 
Negative Voice, or denying ſuch and 
ſuch things to be done as in a politive 
Law, enjoyning ſuch and fuch things to 
be done. So the. omiffion of what is 
good, or refufing to do what God com- 
mands, may ſpeak Sin reigning 1a the 
Soul, as well as doing, or commanding 
$0 be done what God _ forbidden. y 
| b] 4 


© why ſins of Omiſſion ave damnable, \, 1 
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The Reaſons, &c. : 
It is indeed the judgment of many, that 
a Princes Negative Voice is a greater 
part and mark of his Royalty, than any 
Affirmative Command of: his; for & 
King may have Power to Command, 
that which he hath no Power to forbid. 
As he may and fthould enjoyn hisSubjects 
to Worſhip the true God, according to 
his revealed Will ; but he hath no Pawer 
to forbid them. Thus in Sins of Onu(- 
fion, for a man to live without Prayer, 
v/ithout the love and fear of God, with+ 
out delight in him, and communion 
with him, without care of, and watch- 
fulneſs over his own heart and life, may 
be a greater ſign of the reign of Sin, and 
thereby of an untegenerate ſtate, than 
the commiſſion of ſome groſs aftual 
Tranſgreflions. 

It is apparent, that this man is under 
the power of Luſt, as a Servant to it, 
Tit. 3. 3. | And under the dominion of the 
Devil, carried captive by him at his will, 
2 Fim. 2. 26. And an unregenerate, un- 
ſanctifed perſon, becauſe he lives. in Diſ- 
obedience ' ro theſe poſitive Laws. of 
God. Whereas he that is born of God 
ſrnneth not, [1 Joh. 3. 9. with his whole 

& 7 will ; 
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Farther Reaſons why Chrift, &c. 
will z there  ig-not a free, voluntary, 
chearful ſubmiſſion of his Will to the 
quiet, undiſtyrbed dominion of Sin. And 
he that is born of God hath a tender re- 
gard tothe whole Law, I have efteemed 
thy. Precepts . concerning all things to be 
right ; therefore I hate everyfalſe way,Pfal, 
119. 128, He hath reſpe& to Afﬀirma- 
tive as well as Negative Precepts: He 
hath an equal uniform regard to all the 
Law, to chat part which commands the 
doing good, as well as that part which 
forbids the doing evil. Therefore the 
man that lives in Sins of Omiſzion, is nat 
born of God, and therefore uncapable 
by the Goſpel of Heaven; and fo juſtly 
for this cauſe ſentenced to Hell, p- 


-_—_ — 
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CHAP, XXV. 


Farther Reaſons why Chriſt at the Great 
Day will condemn men for ſins of 
Omti)ſron. - | 


Great Day for ſins of Omiſlion, 
becaule thoſe that live'in ſuch Sing have 
10090 N 3 "00 


3. (Gr will condemp men at the Reſon 3. - 


| Farther Reaſons why Chriſt 
no intereſt in himſelf. There # no way 
to eſcape Hell, but by the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, 1 Theſſ. 1: »lt. Jeſss that deliver- 
eth from the wrath to come. There 1s no 
way to attain Heaven, but by Chriſt : 
T give to them eternal life, and they ſhall 
ever periſh, Joh. 10. 28. 
** As Salvation is God's Gift, Rome. 6.wlt. 
ſoit's Chriſts Purchaſe. There is zo Name 
under Heaven whereby min may be ſaved, 
but by the Name of Chriſt, AQ4.12. So 
that all who are without Chrift, not in- 
tereſted in him, mult of neceffity periſh. 
He that hath the Son hath 'life, ' be that hath 
not the Son bath not life » 1 Joh. 5. 12, 
Thoſe that are without Chriſt are un- 
pardoned ; Al their fins are imputed "to 
#hem , Epheſ. 4. ult. Rom. 3. 25. And 
where-ever fn.is imputed, it condemn- 


eth, Ezek. 18:3. Thoſe' that are not ' 


intereſted jn Chriſt, are Children of the 

il, Joh.8.44. and Children of wrath, 
Epheſ. 2. 2, 3. And ſuch Children muſt 
be with their Father the Devil, and un- 
der wrath for ever. ' | 


. * 


| Now thoſe that live in Sins of Omiſsi- 


" 


'on have no intereſt in Chriſt. * Our in- 


tereſt in 'Chriſt, and & in Life, is by | 
on £ p Vip.D&< 4 ' Falth. 
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Faith. That." Chriſt may dwell in. your 

htarts by Faith, Ephel. 3.17. Gal. 2, 

20. I live by Faith in the Son of God, It 

is Faith that cauſeth the. Union between 

Chriſt and the Sou}, and joyns them to- 

.gether z/by virtue. of which Union, the 
"Chriſtian hath. communion with Chyiſt 
in his Merits and Righteouſneſs, that his 

iLife,: and . Death, and Burial -are the 
Chriſtians, are by God imputed tohim, 

.as if performed in his own perſon: 
Hence it's did, That the Chriſtian lives 
with Chrift, is crucified with : Chriſt, 
and buried with Chrit;, -Rozr. 6.4. And 

'the Chriſtian is ſad to be the righteouſoreſs 
.of God in 'hine, 2 Cor. 5. ult. By'this 
Union with Chrift, which is the frunr'of 

Faith, the Chriſtian is wade 4 _ 

God, Gal. 3; 26. and fo:an Heir of God, 

and Joynt-Heir with Chriit, Rom. 8-27, 

As a Woman by marriage'being united 
'and made one with a Man , hath com- 
. munion with him in his Relations, Ha 
.nours, and Eſtate . So the Chriſttan by 
[Faith made one with Chinſt, - hath com- 
munion / with hin in his Relations. |. Gs 

tell my Brethren, Igo to my Father, and 

your Father, 'to my God, and your God, 
| N 4 ' Jol 


wil codes mew for flor of Omiſcion. ad 


184 


| Joh.:20. 17. In his Eſtate,” Chriſt. & 


Firther Redfons why Cleef . k 


Heir of all things, Heb.\t. 2. and the 
Believer is a Joyut-Heir with him, as 1s 
before proved. [Chriſt - was the Firlk 
born among many Btethren, and fo the 
AItheritance did belong to him, Col. 3. 
'18. ' Believers are - a. Congregation of 
firſt-born, and fo the right of: the Inhe- 
ritance is theirs, 'Heb. 12. 23. ' But ſuch 
as hve in fins of Omiſsian are without 
-Faith, and therefore ' without - Chriſt, 
and therefore muſt be without Heaven 
for ever. Faith is a ſanftifying as'well 
as a juſtifying. Grace, AZ. 26. 18. And 
#0 give them an Inheritance among them 
'that ate ſan@ified through Faith in Chriſt, 


and therefore will not ſuffer the Soul to 
\livein any fin. [I 5:1 


% 


Faith will not ſuffer a man to live in 


.the want of love to God, in ſo | oy an 


!Omi(s10n ; for when Faith certifieth the 
Soul: of Gads love to it; this kndleth 
in the Soul flaines of love to God, 1 Job. 

4: 19. When Faith brings chuch fewel, 


-the fire of love” will, be: great. Faith 


will not ſufie&t a:man to live without Re- 
tance, Theeye of Faith which be- 
lds a Chrilt' crucified far fin, 'affets 
| L 71 _ Habs the 
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" * will odedimaineſir ſirefoaiſtes. s 


the. heart with ſorrow for, and indigna- 
tian againſt thoſe ſins that crucified hi 
Zach: 12.10. They ſhall ſee hini whom they 


. have pierced, and monrs. , Faith wHl not 


ſuffer a man to-live without delight in 
Chrift; and. rejoycing in the God of all 
Conſalation. . Faith ſceth ſo much good 
cartainly laid up- in the Coytnant, and 
Prixiſes for the /Soul, that "It. fills the 
Soul with joy in the hope and expetta- 
tion of the enjoyment of tham, Whow 
having not ſeext,, we love > and. in whow 
believing, though now we ſie him not, we 
gr: with joy unſpeakable; aud. full of 


glory; 1 Pet, 4-7, 8, Faith, will not 
ſuffer a man to live withaugwaltingqui- 
etly on. God; -_Faith will- pot limis- the 
Holy. :Qne of 3/-48/, but [patiently ſtay 
Godly time- for the. mercies) the Soul 
wanteth.- Faith-knoweth hisBonds are 
good, bis Debts are in ſure Hagds:- The 
God that cannot ly bath /6d, Tit-1-2. 
.and' therefore isinqt haſky.tq call them 


in He:that  believtth- will nat wake hafte, 


Ia. 28,16,  Faithywill not ſaflgr 'a man 
tolive without prayer,..:; He that knows 
hisown wants and neceſitties, how g 


may 


andazrgent they.,are, aodalfpyyhere he %, | 


boantifal Relief will. not long be<kept 
from that Door. You may ſooner: and 


tafier put off a Beggar ready to ſtarve, 


(who mult needs-peridh; if Charity do 
not help him, ) and perſwate him-never 
to alk Altns more, as' keep a Believer 
from his daily waiting at Heavens/Fem- 
ple, to/alk fpititual Alms. ' AniUnbe- 
Hever hath little hope to ſpeed, |and 
therefore little heart to ſpeak. i(Butia 
| Believer hath taſted God to begravious, 
and received many a bleſſing upon: his 
knees , and therefore cannot bur know 
that Door again, at [which he hath: re- 
ctived' 16 good, fo large Doles: He 
Knoweth that'whatſoever he alketh, ac- 
carding/ty' the Will - of 'God, in '4he 
Name of Chriſt, ſhall be _—_— 
Y Job. 5. 14. Job. 14-14. He is 
nts ve ard alk. 7 believed, 
#htrtfore have 7 ſpoken, \ fairh DavidP/al. 
an _ ORC _ Soul,there- 
velwept, | 'd; and made 
ſupplication, and hevwnarailed. : 
Faitly will not ſuffer ' a man' to: live 
»withoutScripture. The Word of God 
4+» the Food of Faith,-anda man; ab 'as 
well 


quickly have liberal Supplies, | and: 


a a . Aa a R—_— 7 


” vv oc TP 


yell live without Bread, as Faith with- 
out the Word, 1 Pet. 2. 2. ' It's Scrip- 
ture that breeds 'Faith ; Faith cometh 
hearing, aud hearing by "the Word of og 
Rom. 10. 17. And it's Scripture thitt 
feeds Faith, and helps it to thrive 3 7 hope 
in thy Word, Pal. 119. 114.' Hope is 
a degree of Faith. 80 P/al. 119. _ 
bliſh-thy Word unto thy Servant,upon which 
thou haſt caufed ne to truſt ThusT might 
ſhew how nd mes "Oiler: Sins -of 
Omifzion are with Faith ;- ahd-therefore 
they who five infuch firs, muft be Un- 
believers, and fo obnoxions to the wrath 
of 'God, Joh. 3. wt. But I (hill corichide 
= Head with ts! Note, that Faith: is 
obediential, and t refore it's impoſſible 
for a Believer to hve in Digedence to 
itive Laws. We _ m Scrap 
ture the Obedience of Fai 
in the Promifes wor A<- 
.. io the Precepts. As tis 
without Faith to pleaſe God, Heb tn. 89 
'tis impoſhble with Faith not to defire to 


"pleaſe him, The DIGI and'Un- 


jevers are joyt/ d 
Abraham wisGalled Aoki piece 
of Service ; to teave his Conntry', this 
o 


il inde wes er ſor of mites. 


4 


ws . Fattber Redfonrphy Chrift + -. 
Jer. 2.10. hard: to forſake;his Native: ſoil. 
++" Neſcio qua natale ſolum ; therefore God 


commands. ,us - to pity. and relieve 
Fr. 43 Strangers, becauſe they are comfortleſs, 
being out of their own Country, .To 
leave bis Kindred, this was. harder ; there 
is a tender affection between near Rela- 
tions. If he had gone into a ſtrange 
Coyntry with his Kindred, their com- 
Pany, might, have ſweetned the bitterneſs 

.of his baniſkment 3 but he muſt leay 

his Country as well as Kindred behin 
him. Nay, he muſt leave theſe, and go 
into a place where he muſt nqt have a 
foot of Land for himſelf, (Ger. 12, 1,2, 
8>4-) yet Abrahams obeys. But what 
.yvas the weight which ft the wheels 10 
ach quicifagady motian, truly his Faith 
ynorh ſpring of his Obedience, Mark, 
eb. 11. 8,; By Fajth Abraham when he 
.6s called to go ont into a place, which be 
Jools, efver receive ſor an Inheritance, 
obeyed andrwent out, nat knowing whither 


be went... Ter p 
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demn men. to, Hell, who-live in fins of 
.Omiſhon, becauſe ſuch perſons are Hy- 


pocrites. . Hell is prepared for Hypo- 
£L."; ” Ccrites 


” Reafer 4 -; | 4: Chilt will at the Great Day con- 
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crites and Unbelievers ; faith Chriſt, 


Matth. 24. 51;.' Others, as younger Bre- 
thren, recerve their part of, wrath under 


them as the Heirs. They are the 


Owners of Hell,. the chief Landlords of 
the Valley 'of. Death ; others do as it 
were hold from' and under them. So 
the Hypocrite in. heart heaps up wrath. 
The Hypocrite in heart. Hypocriſie lies 
cloſe in the heart, as the Juglers tools 
out of ſight. As in the Cellar, under 
the Parliament, there was nothing to. be 
ſeen but what was lawful and allowable, 
Coals and Wood, fit Proviſion for Win, 
ter: But when theſe were taken away, 
and the Cellar was ſearched to the bot- 
tom , then the Barrels of Powder aps» 
peared, and the Coals and Wood were 
diſcover'd to be fewel laid in for the 
Devils Kitchin. So, many perſons wha 
are umblamable (as we fy) in their 
lives, walk without offence, are nega- 
tively holy,theſe ſeery to be good men, & 
appraved ; but if we ſearch them further 
to the bottom, their Hy pocrifie appearyy 
that all this was for vain-glory; .or tony 
carnal intereſt ; they heap up wrath, and 
ſhall have that wrath which is ſo _'* 
uw, 
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Pertber Reaſons why Chriſt 
ful: that Hell is called by that Name, i 
| er op kN he himſelf Up his 
pocrilie is dai up that Cupof 
rath which he Joſt dk of eternally. 

h hypocritical Nation are the people 
of Gods wrath, Ia. _—_ 6. whom he 
ints to ruine. y go about to 

ink God. as they do 44 3 butt 
deceive themſelves, God is not mocked. 
ey do as thoſe who uſe much art to 
hide the wrinkles and defefts of Nature, 
but God can ſee Jezabet under all her 
paint,and find out the Wife of Feroboarr, 
notwithſtanding her diſguiſe, and will 
puniſh the Difſembler with the Lake of 
Fires and then what ſhall become of the 
Profeflor > All that love and make a lye 
are doomed to- that Dungeon of Dark- 
nefs. Hypocrilte 1s the loudeſt lye that 
ever was told, becauſe it ts given to God 
himfelf. It may be ſaid to every Hypo- 
crite as Peter to Ananias, Then haſt lyed 
not to man, but to God, AQﬀ.$.4. For 
he tells God, and would make him be- 
leve he forbears groſs Sins, and is nega- 
tively holy,” becauſe it's his Will, when 


+ he neglets his poſitive Precepts, where- 
ihe hath diſcover'd moſt of bis Will: 


Now 
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ITO norwith- 
ſtanding alſheir Profeſſion, and all their 
© Picey, are but Juglers and Diſs 


&$ fwnblers, They who are io their 


holineſs, are not ſound at beart. Who- 
ever obeys any Command out of Con- 
ſcience , will endeavour Tarpon to 
every Command. _ David is approved 
for his Integrity, from. the unive 
of his Obedience, 1 King. 14.8, $0 
Zachary and Elizabeth are declared righ- 
teous 'before God, 3. e. upright, walks 
ing in all the Statutes and Comma 
of the Lord blameleſ;, Lak. 1.6. Up» 
rightneſs makes no baulks in the field of 
Divine Precepts, Were not this mari 
who lives in Omiſhons unſound ,; he 
would fear Omiſsions = much as Com 
miſhons ; for ſincerity rotyrar. > 
way, P/al. 119. 104. wry Fr 7m d be 
careful to obey Affirmative as well as 
Negative Commands3 for uprightaeſs,as 
Moſes, hath the whole Law 7 es! hands $ 
nay, written #1 its hearr, and ex 
in its life. But this man, who like a 
Globons body , roucheth 'the Law of 
God in ſome one point, but meets not - 
m the reſt , ſheweth plainly that he is 
hollow 


will condeita WE $I $93 


po 


hollow withio, aa yout Globe, For 
—_ ir; af this man wereſitcere, and 
upon conſcientious grounds, then 
thoſe pus Reaſons upon which he-for- 
of Commiſsion; would incline 
him to take heed of fins of Omiſlion. , If 
he — Commiſgions , becauſe the 
inſt the Will of -God , ( whic 
Ghoul -—_— main ground of all Obedi, 
_ al..4x9. 5, 6;):then he would 
e heed of Qmiflions ; becauſe 
ok are as much againft the Will of 
God as Commiſsions. If the Authority 
of God were that which ſway'd him in 
his gen, the ſame would move 
him to. pofitive holineſs 3 for there is 
the fame authority in Negative and 'in 
Politive Precepts, Exod. 20. The, ſame 
God that ſaith, Thow ſhalt not ſteal, ſaith, 
Thos ſhalt be diligent to know the ſtate of 
#by flocks . And thou ſhalt give to him that 
as keth.: 
Again, if this man abſtains from Com- 
miſs10ns, _ they diſhonour God ; 
he would alſo take wr of Onion, 


For they di r God allo. 


breach of the Law isa diſhononr. to _ 
Law-giver;' Rom. 2, 23; 24. Further, 
* | if 


—_— 


et. ha 


_ > MH» i. x #* 


LEA ARSE LEMexa CL IC. 5 ML Le Ron Sr Cao 


"tannot allow it.” 


” - 
IE 0 
P 


* will condeyun, men for fins of 
if he forbeax Commilzions, | cauſe he 
is redeemed fron them with the blood; 


1 Pet. 1.17, 18, 19. of Chriſt, he would. 


- take heed of OnnſSions; for Chriſt did. 


not only redeem from Sm, but alſo unto 
Service, Tit. 2.14. He gave viajes or 
us, that be might redeem us from a '- 
quity, and purifie uhto himſelf a peculiar 
people, zealows of good works. Once more, 
if he did forbear Commiſſions , becauſe 
they arc injuriousto his own Soul, and 
deprive him of th and Happinel(s; 


' the He would rakehedd of Omiftiors, 


for they are as deſtruftive to kisSoul,dnd 
iyill as certainly hinder it of Heaven, as 


the Text aſfureth vs. So that upon what- 


foever conſcientious grotinds he for- 


bears Commiffions, he would upon t 


ſame grounds take heed* of Omillion 
which he not' doing, proclaims higife 
an Hypocrite, and as ſuch, is molt juſt 


condemned fo die ererdally; He that 


forbears ſin from a Principle of Grace, 
wiltbe as careful to do good, as toab- 
ſtain from evil. Reſtrainadg Gtace mat- 
'tersnot much the omiſſion of gaod, but 
renewing Grice or Holineſs in Truth 


O che 
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_ 


Such a man chooſeth , 1 


" * 
A 


igg _ How dretful wil! be the Condition 
the things that pleaſe God, 1/e. 56. 4. 


- 


CHAP. XXVI. 


© 


x. Uſe. of the DoFrine by way of Informa 
mation : How dreadful will be the 
Condition of thoſe that live it 


firis of Commiſſion. 


Aving ex plained>the Dottrine, by 
deſcribing the'vature and dan- 
r of ſins of Oiflion, as alſo the Rea- 
Tons why Chriſt will ſentence thioſe-that 
are guilty of them to an eternal baniſh- 
ment - from his preſence, and to eternal 
forments with the Devil and his Angels; 
Inow proceed to the Application FP the 
Point, This Dodtrine. may be uſcfu), 
1, By way of Information, 2. By way 
of Examination. 3. By way of Exhor- 
tation., _ 

- I. The Doctrine is uſcful by way of 

Infarmation, 
"pit we 1 IF Chriſt will condemn men. for 
" of forms fins of Omilgion at the Great Day, what 
A will became of them that are guilty of 
groſs Crimes, and who hve in = of 
Mm- 
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of thofe that live in fur of Commiſſion! 195 
Conimiffion? Theſe muſt be nity 
niſhed, for they are-guiley of Ocri(- 
ions and Commiſſions too. IF ay 
who feed not the Hungry, and loa 
not the Naked, ſhall. be damned ;urely 
Whey who take meat ont 'of the mouths 
of the Poor, and rob the Needy of their 
Rainment, by fraud or force, ſba}b'be 
doubly damned. It they be ſent to'Hell, 
who viſit not thefek and impriſened'; 


how doletul Judgment be 
of Ghrilh tl 


who wound the 
caſt them into f the-nwor civil 
man be excluded the higheſt Heavehly, 
ſurely the ſcandalous Sinner ſhall becaft 
| into the loweſt Hell, Jer. 22.13. Woe 
) to him that buildeth his Houſe by wirightt« 
onfirefs and his Chambers by wrone.' - 

If the Tree that is void of goodfrait 
be hewn down, and'caſt into the fire, 
(Matth:3:10.) what will become of rhe 
Tree that aboundeth in evil frait? If 

[ barrennefs of good expoſe to Divine 
Vengeance , what will fruitfulneſs m 
evil do ? If the Fig-Free that had leaves 
and no Figs was curſed, ang wither'd 
away; what curſe ſhall befal tho'e Trees 
that bear Gall and Wormwood ? .Þ/hoje 
Q 2 Grapes 


196 «+ 


_ -. Sick and PII cauſe fuch a "ſevere 


froni-Go 3 who Hands arertull of Bri- 


*Throat is 2n open Sepulchre. 


'nog! ſupplying! the Needy, and not vi- 


How dreaAful-thg be p- atgap" ih 
Grapes art the Grapes of Sadema {| 
whoſt Cluſters are the Cluſters of 4 
rah. If men ſhall periſh who call not on 
the Name of-God , what ſhall become 
of them who blaſpheme the Name of 
God ?. If they: who hear not the. Worg 
of 'God (hall be deſtroy'd, what deltrus 
:Qidn.ſha}t befal them who deride'i it, and 
thyickat 1t'? It eholgy wholc feet run nat 


:the WAYS of Gods'Off andments, who 

©.not np! t Ro Heayen and 
'prayy ; whole, S$HFolded in their 
: Boſorms, and Wi moTues-talk,nat of 
"Judgment, ſball 25s caft into the Lake 


{bat byrneth with fire: and brimſtane for 
:evrr ;z- where {hallt-they -b&-calp whote 
-Feertare (4 ifttoſber bloods w hole Eyes 
are full of Adulesy, and. cagnot ceaſe 


bery.and Extortiorh, and whoſe Tongues 
are full of curſing and lying, and. whoſe 


What Tongugcan tell the miſery that 
will befal ſuch;.$inners at.. the. Great 
Day?! If not, reljeving the Poor, and 


ny a. ww *s -—_ Re «Ss PIFY BAY A 


LAY 


ſititng..the; Fatherlefs and, Widow , the 


Sen- 


Sentence to bexdcnountedagainſt them, 
as, Go ye gurſed #nto everlaſting fire,\ pres 
pared for the, Devil and his angels for 
- ever; What Sentence ſhall be denounced 
againſt thoſe that grind the feces of the 
Poor, that make Mulick of their Moans, 
Ia. 3. 15.. That ſell them for a pair. of 
ſhoves, Amos 2.6. Who oppreſs the Poor,, 
and cruſh the Needy, Amos'4. 1. And who 
ſlay the Widow and Fatherleſs 2 ” 
1 Go to you rich men, weep and howl, fox. 
the miſeries that Core upon you. Tour 
f Riches are corrupted, ail your Garments 
moth-eaten. Tour Gold and Silver is can» 
kered, and the ruſt of them ſhall be a wits 
neſs againſt you, and ſhall eat your fleſb 6s 
it were fire. Behold, the hire of the, La: 
baurers , which have reaped down . your 
Fields, which is of you keps back by fraud, 
erieth : and the cries of them that. hawg 
reaped, are ertred into the Ears of the 
Lord of the Sabbath. Te have condemned 
and killed the Juſt; and he doth mot refit 
zor-,. James'5. I; 2; 3, 4, 6- Thole/tms 
that arc crying, and do more. eſpecially 
require Vengeance at -the hands of Gag; 
and provoked - Divine juſtice ro: rake 
aosic2 of: them, are Tids of Commiliiaa, 
2k; 7 Q3 AS 


"ofthaſaths oe ie ſins uf Commiſeoe. wx; "2 
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gt How dreadful wilþ be the Candinion 


As Murder, Gen 4. 10. The Voice of thy 
Brothers blood. crieth Yo me, from the.' 

round. Sodomy, The cry of Sodom and 
| <onat is great, becanfe their ſin is. ; 
grievous , Gen. 18. 20, Oppreſſion of 
Gods Servants, Exod. 3.7. or of any 
Widows or Fatherleſs. If thou afflicÞ 
the Widow and the Fatherleſs, and they 
ery unto mes T will ſurely hear their cry, 
for 1 am gracious, Exod, 22. 23. Orof 


any Poor and Needy,,gs.in the Text of 
James 5. 4. The ory: Labourers are 
entred into the Eats of the Lord. 


” I, Theſe Singers who are guilty of 
theſe groſs Commiſſions, are guilty of 
Omiſtions alſo : . They have the weight 
of both ſorts of fins to preſs them to Helk 
A nian may be guilty of Omiſsions, as 
not to believe, not to pray, not to ex-+ 
amine his own Soul, ec. and yet be free 
from groſs Commiſzions ; 5 he may be no 
Lyar, no Thief, no Oppreflor, no Murs 
therer, no Adulterer, at Jeaſt in regard 
of the outward afts which I intend heve : 
But nian cannot live in groſs Commit: 
but he'muſt alſo live-in Omiſfions 3 
the 'Oppreſſor muſt omit to relieve the 


ou 'He-that deſtroys life, hag 
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k& to (ave it, Belides, thay who live 
in ſuch, Commiſſions muſt omit Faith 
and Repentance, which are inconſiſtent 


- with them; they muſt neglett daily to 


call on God, for prayer would make 
them leave ſuch ſinningz but indeed 
ſuch inning makes them leave of 
(though ſcibly they did ſometimes be- 
gin to ſeek God in a formal way,) pray- 
ing. Thoſe in the 5. of James, who 
oppreſled the LARqurers who condem- 
ned and killed the juſt, ( groſs Commi{- 
tions) had their Riches corrupted, and 
Garments moth-eaten, z. e. were guilty , 
of Oniſlions, would rather their wealth 
ſhould waſte with ruſt, -and their Ray- 
ments with moths, than beltow any on 
the Poor. Thoſe in the 4. of Hoſc.1, 2. 
who were guilty of Swearing and Lying, 
and Killing, and Stealing, and Adu 
omitted Truth, and Mercy , hos hf 
Knowledge of God. 

2. Sins of Commiſſion (I mean tho 

ofs Crimes) do more openly arp 

od than Qmifſons da. By © 
we deny him, hut by ſuch Comm 
wedare him, and defie him, Such 
nh, 48. it. wexe, bid Yod do his wb 

O 4 they 


" of theſe that live in ſons of Commiſſin.” 2399 © 
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they fear him not. They do#( at leaſt 
implicitly) mock 'at his Threatnings, 
and deride his Reproofs, and ſlight Yi 
Jomerns that are executed on. their ; 
ellows before their own faces. They 
ſpeak in the Language of the Jews, I/a. . 
5.19. That ſay, Let him make ſpeed and 
baften his work, that we may ſee it, and 
Jet the Connſel of the holy One of Iſrael 
draw nigh and come, that we may know it. 
Theſe jear at Gods Judgments , and 
mock at his Menaces; they credit not 
his Comminatiohs, nor expect their 
Execution, They look on the. words 
of their Prophets as meer wind, and the 
matter” of their Propheſte as a meer 
mockery. ' Let him make ſpeed, &c. and 
the Counſel of the holy One of Iſrael draw 
#1gh, i.e. you have much and long told 
us, that your holy One, forſooth; who 
cafnot abide in, and who is of purer eyes 
then to behold Tniquity, *will execute his 
Judgments on us for our fins, 'and that 
this.is by Counſel eſtabliſhed, and can- 
not he reverſed; we would willing] 
Ew Judgments fo thuch talked of, 
agd do wiſh that they may haften, and 
no? Jinger "as they dos'for' we either 
41 3 . v.06 be- 
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: of thoſt that hve 
believe you, nor fear them, But whq 


were theſe who ſpake at this defperate 
rate ? truly thoſe that lived in Commilſ- 


| fions, who broneht forth wild Grapes, Ia. 


5.4. who brought forth filthy, naughty, 
abominable fruit; in ſtead of Grapes; 
the Vineyard brought forth Thorns and 
Briars : Theſe were they who dared the 
Divine Juſtice, as if they had been incar- 
nate- Devils. 

3. Groſs fins of Commiſhon are more 
directly contrary to the very light of 
Nature. Indeed it is againſt the light 
of Nature not to teed the Hungry, and 
cloath the Naked, and help the Diftref- 
ſed ; but it's much more againſt the light 
of Nature to oppreſs the -Poor and 
Needy, and ſhy the Widow and Father- 
leſs. Becauſe natural ' light 1s mach 
more difturbed by groſs” Commiſfsions 
than by bare Negletts ; it-appears, that 
thoſe are more againſt'a natural Conſcts 
ence than theſe, Weread, that the na+ 
cura] light of the Heathen did -difgver 
the ſmfulnefsof their Cormiſoic 
condemn theth torthem,” Rom, 
And that the Bi#brians, 'by the | 
Nature, could diſcover the evil of 


in ſins of Commiſſion. *6# © 


” $02 How dreadful will be the Condition 
: ger, and how Vengeance, like aBlogd- 


und, did purſue the violent man, to 
take and ſlay him, 4. 28. 4. Now that 
which ſo directly oppoſeth not only © 
Scripture, but Nature, and that which 
a man will do(asit were) violence to his 
own Conſcience that he may commit 
muſt unqueſtionably be dreadful, an 
out of meaſure ſinful. As the Apoltle 
faith, To him that knoweth to do good, and 
doth it not, to him it is fn, gn 4.17. 
»/t. So fay I to him that knoweth.he 
ſhould not do theſe evils,and doth gy, 


tohim they are fins, 3. e. .a wickedne 
with a: witneſs. They have more of 
enmity againſt God , and contempt of 
his Mind., and have ſadder —_ of 
Divine Vengeance. But what fins are 
more againſt knowledge, than thoſe that 
are not only committed in ſpight of 
Scripture, but alſo of Nature it (elf. 
No Vinegar ſo ſharp, -as that which is 
made of the: ſharpeſt Wine. He that 
b hisr Maſters Will, and doth it not, 
eaten with many ſtripes. ray 
| h. his Maſters Will , is, that, 
forbear ſuch fins, and yet com- 
mit&” them, ſhall be beaten, with, ma 


ſtripes, Luke 12. 4.Gro 


of theſetbas live inſitirgf Crmmibien, 203 © 
4: Groſs (ins of Commilion lixe more | 
0 ſcandalous tq.:-men, and; bring more 
It diſhonour to.Gad, They give greater 
4 - offence to men, good men aregrieved 
them. Lots righteaus Soul was vex+ 
$ ed with the unckean converſation, of the 
Sodomites , 2 Pet: 2.7. David tells us, 
c 
; 


Rivers of Tears ran down. bjs eyes, becauſe 

the wicked broke Gods Law, Plal. 119.136, x 

Jeremiab wept in ſecret for the tins of ' 

Iſrael, Jer. 13.17. Wicked mens fins 
- cauſe godly mens ſorrow. They need 
, not diſturb the Righteous by.their Per» 
$ ſecutionsof them, they do it ſufficient! 
F by | their Tranſgreſtions  agaiuſt G 
I As theſe ling grieve the gpod, fo 
; they harden the bad : Othtrs.axe en» 
cauraged to: drefs themſelves by ſuch | 
foul and falſe Glafſles. : Vile Sinners pre« _—__ 
ſume their ſtates good thaugh their lives Fy 
be'bad, becauſe they areno worſe than 
ſuckyand ſach;(poknbly who are learned, 
and rich , | agd (therefare counted wiſe 
meu,) and thetefore whatever :hefals 
them, they ſhall fare as well as others; 
Alas how. many walk more by Pi 
than by Commands, and 1o are 
following others to Hell} And 


- 


deep 
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deep will'they be damned, who? draw 
others after them to Sinand Hell ? They 
who forſake the Law,” praiſe the wic- 
ked, Prov. 28. 4. i.e; commend thenx 
for their wickedneſs, as they who keep 
the Law condemn them.. ' Groſs Com+ | 
miſcions diſhonour - God moſt ; they 
cauſe others to ſpeak ill. of God,. and 
 diſgracefully of Religion. Nathan tells 
David, That by his 'Uncleanneſs and 
Murder, He had cauſed the Enemies of God 
to blaſpheme, 2 Sam. 12. ' If a Child of 
God commit one ſuch noiſome act, 
the wicked quickly rake the ſcent , 
and a Cry is: raiſed atnong the whole 
Pack, who with open mouth upon this 
purſue-and- blaſpheme God-and | godli- 
nels. 'By theſe particulars: it appears, 
; that profs' Commiſions are fins of -the 
greateſt ſize , and therefore muſt have 
the greateſt ſeverity. {b:zhey) are-wuſed 
as Baſtards who met ©nor' Iſrael: with 
bread and water] how 'will God uſe 
them at lalt who meevhis people with 
Bonds and Eetters, with Fire and Fagot ? 
IfChriſt pronounce ſyotrs dreadfal Sen- 
—_ in the Text agaialttie(Comparas 
mve;) greex Tree, what become. of tbt 
ary ? 7 "ru C HA P. 
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| Negative godlineſs is not enough. Chriifs 
impartiality in Judgment. 


F the ſecond place, If "Chiilt will #:cond me + ; 


condemn men at the Great Day for c_ 


of Omiſlion, it may inform us, that 
a negative Religion, or negative Chriſti- 
atity, 1s not enough. ' Many pleaſe them- 
ſclves that they are Gracious, becauſe 
they-are not openly Vicious; and. that 
they are Pious ,- becauſe they are not 
fcandalon{ly Prophane; but they tmiltake 
and deceive themſelves. It is good not 
to doevil, but it is evil not to do good. 
| Negative Chriſtians are as it was faid of 
Galba, Potins extra vitia quan cum vit- 
tute : Rather ſeemingly free from Vice, 
than really filled with Virtue... 'Or at 
belt, as was reported of Cato, Thap he 
was homo virtuti ſumillimns, A man that 
ſboked like a virtuous perſag. 

How many civil-men preſume their 
perſons holy, becauſe they are not (6 
filthy as thoſe who rake in tes and 
Kennels, and defile themſelves gail) 

| wit! 
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with ſcandalous Abpminations ;- and 
they preſiitne their ſtates ro be good, 
and themſclves in the way to Heaven, 
becauſe . they are no Drunkards, no 
Sweaters, no Adulterers, no Theeves, 
Murderers; when for all this they 
"if be caſt to Hell, becauſe they are tio 
Believers, no Penitents, no obedient 
Subje&s to the King of Saints , Becanſe 
they know 10t God, a4 obey not the Goſe 
p41, 3 Theft. 1.7, 8: Such men arefar- 
ther diſtatit from,govd than from-evil. 


Ceaſing froth evils u6r etiough, It's but 
one [tcp Heaven-watd 3 "doing of good 
muſt accompany it, of it will be'of ſmall 
moments en IE Ts 

I confeſs, when T behold a civil man, 
oo FA magontly rae: of un- 

amable (in regard. of ſcandal) m his 
ublick © 


. 


onverſation,, 'ahd coarteous 
in his Behaviour to all 3 I cannot but 
re him, and am ready to wiſh ( as 
Athanaſius,that all the World of Atheiſts 
and prophane Wretches would- tuth 
Hypocrites ) that all ſcandalous Sinhers 
would turn. Civilians, and come fo, far 
towards Aoline(s ; but 'yet t muſt (xy, 
that, this is ſcarce hatf way to Chitiftia- 
nity. 


— 
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Wy is Judgment. w6f, 
nity. He isnot balf a Saint, who is but | 
a negative Saint. The forbeatance of Y 

. groſs Corruptions js the eakeſt and Jea 
part of Religion, and therefore will no! 
ſpeak any -man 1n a ſtate of Salvation. 
The Tree that is barren, and without 
good fruit, is for the fire, as well as the 
Tree that brings forth evil fruit. 

For men to think to excuſe themſelves 
that they do no hurt, wrong neither 
Man, Woman, or Child, =I are tigt 
( as the Phariſce ſaid ) as the Publicans, 
who generally were Oppreſſors, is but 
a vain fooliſh thing. The idle Servant 
might have ſaid, Lord, I did no harai 
with my Talent, I did not lay it out un 
Rioting and Drunkenneſs, or any way 
to thy diſhonour ; I only hid it, and did 
not improve it, Matth. 25, yet this w 
enough 
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tocondemn him. Can we ca 
ground good ground, for bearing no 
weeds, tt it never bring forth good 
Corn? Or do we count that Servant a 
good Servant, who doth not wrong his 
Maſter infhis Eſtate, by purloining or 
waſting it,. if he live 4dle all day, and 
negle& the. buſineſs his Maſter appoints 
him. Believe it , Reader , thou maylt 
not 
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not be morally evil tq the abomination 
of men, and yet not ſpiritually 'good to 
the acceptation of God. He keeps no 


Law of God, 'who minds only the ne- 


zative patt of it. A life free from cnor- 
mity is too often accompanied with an 
heart full of iniquity. ' And that this 
negative Holinefs is inſufficient, will ap- 
pear if we conſider, | 

 T.Thatthe Holy Ghoſt charaRterizeth 
a godly tian both negatively and poſi- 
tively. The Scripture rells us, That a 
true Chriſtan' minds both parts of the 


' Law, its commanding part as well. as its 


forbidding pate, When the Holy Ghoſt 


," Tpeaks of Davids goodneſs, he tells us, 
TH g 


} 


lat he ſerved"the Wills of God jn his 
Generation, trot qnly his forbidding- 
will, but alſo his commanding-will, 4. 
43.36. When Job 18 commended as a 
godly man, he 1s faid to eſchew evzl,thert 
was his negative Holineſs; and to fear 
God, there was his poſitive Hofineſfs, Job 
1.1, + 8. The 7/almiſt defcribes the 
happy man by his holineſs bagh ways, 

1. By way of Negation, Bleſſed i; the 
mar that walketh. not in the, Counſel of the 


'Crgedy, (i.e. that committeth nor 


wicked- 
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wickedneſs, which is the conſultation 
of the Ungodly, ) nor ſtandeth in the 
way of Sinners, (1. e. that goeth not on 
With pleaſure in any courſe of prophane- 
neſs, ) nor ſitteth in the Seat of the ſcorn- 
Fal, ( 1, e. that hardrieth not not his heart 
againſt adviceand admonition, &Fc. ) 
2, By way of Polition, But his delight 
# in the Law of the Lord, and in that Law 
doth he meditate day and night. Vis at- 
feftion to the Law, and his meditation 
in it are both poſitive; and Without 
theſe the man eould neither be holy nor 
happy. He might have been able to 
ſay, I have not walked in the Counſel of 
the Ungodly, nor ſtood in the way of Sin- 
ners, not {ate in the Seat of the ſcornful > 
and yet been a wicked and curſed manz 
for Negatives neither ſpeak nor make 
any man holy. lItis a poſitive quality, 
that gives being, perfection, and denomt- 
nation to Piety, Therefore Jehu 1s bran- 
ded for a wicked man, notwithſtand- 
ing all his zcal againſt Bal, becauſe he 
took no heed to walk in the Law of the 
Lord God of 1/r4el, 1 Kine. 10. 29, 30, 
31. Philoſophers tell us, That motions 
are imperte&, and but in fiers, whillt 
P they 
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. Negative bolineſs js not enought 
they are paſling from the Terminws a quo, 
ag are not perfect, or in faJo eſſe, till 
the Terminss a4 quem be attained. 
Whilſt a man is departing from evil, he- 
is but an imperfe&t Chriſtian 3 when he 


' comes to rhe doing of good, which is 


the end of the former, then he is a Chri- 
ſtian indeed. , 

2. The Law, which is the Rule of 
Religion, is Affirmative as well as —_ 
tive. Every man is ſo far perfect in his 
Calling, or in any Art, as he agrees with 
his Rule. And every manis ſo far reli- 
gious (and no farther) as he agreeth 
with the Will of God revealed in his 
Word, which is the Rule of Religion; 
Gal. 6. 16. , As many as walk according to 
this Rule, peace be to them, &c. Now 
this Rule hath Poſitive as well as Nega- 
tive Commands. Nay, all its Negative 
Commands have ( as hath been ſhewn 
before) ſomewhat poſitive in them, and 
therctore negative holineſs cannot be 
ſufficient. He that makes not Conſci- 
ence of every part of Gods Will, makes 
Conſcience of no part of Gods Will. 
He that denieth ungodlineſs and worldly 
luſts , becauſe the Law, his Rule, - 

ids 


Chriſts impartial in Judgment, 
bids them, wil alſo live righteouſty, ſober» 
ly, and godly , becauſe the ſame 'Rule 
commandsthem, Tit. 2.11, 12. Indeed 


all true eſchewing of evil doth proceed 


out of love to good; ſo that he who 
doth not delight in good, and do it, 
cannot eſchew evil out of any good 
Principle. ObBferve the Rule, EFphbeſe 4. 
23, 24. And be renewed in the Spirit of 
your mind. And that ye put on the new 
man, which after God is created in righ- 
teouſneſs and true holineſs. Tſa.t.15. But 
men love to be compleat in every thing, 
but that which deſerves exactnels. 
3. An Heathen may be negatively re- 
ligious. A Cato, a Sexeta, an Ariiti- 
des, may be free from Intemperance, Bri- 
bery , Injuſtice , Uncleaanefs , and all 
groſs ſins ; and can we think that Relt- 
gion ſufficient for us which Heathens 
may attain-to, Is there nothing re- 


vealed by the Sur-light of Scripture for 


us to do, which they were unable to ſee 
by the dim Ruſh-candle of Nature, The 
Holy Ghoſt acquaints us with the con- 
dition of the Heatheg , Epheſ. 2. 12. 
That they were without God, without Chriſt, 
ſtrangers to the Covenant of Promiſe, and 

ot dliens 


Third We 
of Infor- 
Mation. 


His people, 
upon thenithat do not viſit. his Members 
in Priſon, as well as thoſe that caſt them 


Negative holineſs is not tnough. 
aliens from the Commonwealth of Iſrael: 
and without hope in the World. . In which 
words we have their dreadful eſtate, 
how far they are from any Saviour, and 
ſo from any hope of Salyation ; which 
would not be, it theirnegative holineſs 
were ſafficient to make them happy. 

- 3. Tf Chriſt will condemn men for fins 
of Omaſtion at the Great Day, then it 
may inform us of the Juſtice and Righre- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt. It's ſaid of Chriſt, 
That he loveth Righteouſneſs, and bateth 
Iniquity, Pfal. 45. And apain, That he 
ſhall judge the world in guoebaſogfe, Att, 
17.31. Herein it appears: 

I, Becauſe he ſpares no Sins. He COn- 
demneth thoſe that live in Omiſlions 
( little light fins in the imaginations of 
men ) as well as thoſe thatlive in Com- 
miſſions. *He fends to Hell thoſe that 
do not relieve, as well as thoſe that rob 
He poureth out his wrath 


1nto Priſow, Thoſe fins that are Peccadil- 
loes in the Worlds eye, have felt the hea- 
vy weight of his hand.” The man that 


gather'd a few [ticks, was deſtroy'd with 


ltones. 
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ſtones. Uzz4h touch'd the Ark out of 
kindneſs, but God ſmote him with death 
for it. Moſes for omitting the Circum- 


 cifion of his Child, was like to have loft 


his life. Aarons two Sons, Nadab and 
Abibu negle&ted (as is ſuppoſed by 
Expoſitors ) to fetch fire from the Altar 
to burn their Sacrifices, and were de- 
{troy'd with fire from Heaven, Levi. 
10. The impartiality of Chrilt is evi- 
dent herein, that at the Great Day he 
will bid the Civil as well as the Scanda- 
lous Sinner depart from him 1nto ever- 
laſting fire. 

2. Becauſe he ſpareth no Sinners. He 
ſaith to all thoſe on his left hand, whe- 
ther Rich or Poor, Great or Small, High 
or Low, if guilty of theſe Omiſhons , 
Depart from me into everlaſting fire. He 
is no reſpecter of perſons, he ſpareth 
none for their greatneſs and ſtrength. 
His hand reacheth the talleſt Cedars,and 
plucks up the ſtrongeſt Oaks. Nether, 
Power nor Majeſty can free or exempt 
perſons from his ſeverity. If Princes, 
and Potentates will omit their Duty, 
they muſt expect to feel his Fury: 


Pharaob, Jeroboam, Ahab, Abaz, Nobwrg., cc 


P 3 chadnezzar 


: Negative holineſs is not enough. 
thadnezzar, Herod, _— neglect their 
Duties to men, and eſcape punifhmene 
from men, but could not neglect their 
Dutics to God at ſo ealiea rate. As all 
their ſins were within the view of his 
Omniſcience, ſo all their perſons were 
within the reach of his Vengeance, and 
that found them out to their colt, 

He ſpareth none for their nearneſs to 
him. He beholdeth them afar off that 
are very near to Toi when they make 
bold with him. es on Earth my 
ſometimes 2 yg infully always ) 
favour their Kindred in an unrighteous 
cauſe, but he judgeth otherwiſe. Thowgh 
Coniah be” to be as the ſignet on my right 
hand, IT will pluck him thence , Jer. 22. 
24. Iſrael was the neareſt people to 
God of any people in the world, P/al. 
148. «/t. with Dext. 4.7. and Moſes was 
the neareſt to God of atry of the people 
of Iſrael, yet they were excluded his 
Reſt, for not believing his Word; and 
he was denied entrance into Canaan, for 
not ſanctifying Gods Name. 

- 3. He judgeth all according to Law. 
Fhis is another requiſite to ſuffice: He 
will not condemn any for their Omifli- 
ONs 
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Chriſt; impartiality in Judgment. 
ons or Commitfions, but according to 
Law. We count that Judge juſt in- 
deed that keeps the Law, and will not 

n any account ſwerve from that. 
Our Lord Jeſus, when he ſentenceth 
thoſe that neglect to feed the Hungry, 
and cloath the Naked, &c. to everlaite 
ing fire , proceedeth according to Law 
exactly, Theſe perſons ( as hath been 
before proved ) are under the Law of 
Works, and ſo muſt ſtand or fall for 
ever, as they obey or difobey that Law. 
Now that Law condemneth tor Omiſh- 
ons, and not doing our Duties, as well 
as for Commiſſions, and abounding in 
enormities. * It ſaith, Curſed is every one 
that continueth not in all things written in 
the Book of the Law, to do them, Gal. 3. 
13, Obſerve, the Law curſeth thoſe 
that omit, that continue not to do their 
Luties, as well as thoſe that do the 


contrary. 
4. He will render to every man ac- 
cording to his Works. He may puniſh, 


and doth in this World leſs ; but neither 
in the other nor in this mofe than our 
Inquities deſerve. All mens fins are not 
equal, therefore all mens ſufferings ſhall 
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not be equal. According to the degree 
of mens defilements,fuch ſhall be the de- 
gree of their puniſhment, He diſtinguiſh- 
eth between fins and fins, between 
them that afflict his Children, and thoſe 
that relieve them not in their Aﬀictions 
between thoſe that hale them to Priſons, 
and put them to death, and thoſe that 
vilit them not in priſon. He exacteth not 
of men more than is meet. 

He will put a difference between 
Heathens, who have little means to 
know and worſhip him aright, and 
Jews, To whom were committed the Ora- 
cles of God, to whom pertained the Adop- 
tion, and the Covenant, and the giving 
of the Law, and the Promiſes. Thele 
have greater Means and Mercies, and 
therefore greater Wrath and Severity. 
Tribulation and Angniſh, Indienation and 
Wrath on the ſoul of every man that doth 
evil, on the Jew firſt, and alſo on the 
Gentiles, Rom.3. 2. Rom. 9.4. Rom. 
2.7. Tou only have I known, therefore 
you will I puniſh of all the Families of the 
Earth for your Trniquities, Amos 3. 2. He 
will diſtinguiſh between Jews and Chri- 
[tians that live under the Goſpel, Omit- 

| ſions 


Chriftc impartiality in Judgment. 
fiongare more tollerable,and lefs puniſh- 
able among | Heathens. than Jews , and 
among Jews | before Chriſts coming , 


- . than thoſe Jews that lived under t 


Goſpel, and ſaw Chriſt's Miracles, and 
heard his Sermons, with thoſe Chriſtians 
that enjoy the Goſpel, Matth. 11, 21, 
22, 23. It will be more tollerable for 
Tyre and Sidon than for Corazin and Beth- 
faida, and for Sodom and Gomorrah than 
for Capernaym, - becauſe theſe lived un- 
der greater Light and Helps, and yet 
continued in the neglect of Faith and 
Repentance. 

He will not- puniſh thoſe that omit 
their Duties ignorantly ( when they are 
diligent to improve what advantages 
they have for knowledge ſo ſeverely 
as he will thoſe who negle 
knowingly. God expetts a life anſwer- 
able to that Light which he hath given 
us3 and if we 1mpriſon his Truth in un+ 
righteouſneſs, we provoke him 1n the 
higheſt degree, He that knoweth bis 
Maſters Will , and doth it not , ſhall be 
beaten with many ſtripes. He that knows 
eth not bis Maſters will, and doth it not, 
ſhall be beaten with few ſtripes. oy 
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ET . Prafijcal godlineſs neceſſary. * 
ſhall be beaten, but the former ſuffer 
more-ſ{tripes' than the latter. It's cold 
comfort, yet herein the Righteouſneſs 
of the Judge appeareth, that ſome who- 
are guilty of Omiſfions ſhall have a 
cooler Hell than others ; For he rendreth 
to every man according to his Works , 
Rom. 2, 


CHAP. XXVIIL 
PraFical godlineſs neceſſary, 


| Tag 4+ [[ F Chriſt will condemn men at the 
' ation. Great Day for Sins of Omiſhon, 

for not viſiting the Sick and Impriſoned, 
and not relieving Yhe Huffgry and Na- 
ked: Then it may inform us, That no- 
thing ſhort of practical godlineſs will 
ſpeak a manseſtate ſafe at this Day, or 
fore-fpeak his eſtate to be comfortable 
at that day. The want of this is the 
cauſe of theſe mens condemnation : 
They might forbear injuring the Saints, 
they might ſpeak them fair, bid them, 
Be ye fed, Be ye cloathed. They, might 
wilh them well, they might honour and 
.x4 Y reſpect 


reſpet them (as Herod did- the [Zepti 
ry nate and righteoukel- w 


| becauſe they were void of this pradtical 


godlineſs, they gave them not where- 

with to be fed and cloathed ; they are 

baniſhed the preſence of Chriſt, and ad- 

judged to the Curſes and Company of 
ts. 

1. A great Profeſliion will not do 
without this practical godlineſs. Some 
ſoar high in their Profethons of, and pre- 
tences to greater {triftneſs, and degrees 
of Grace and Holineſs than others, who 
alasfall foully often on Earth, and als 
ways into Hell, for lack of this practical 
godlineſs. As ſome great Tradeſmen, 
who living wholly upon their Credit 
with others, without any ſtock of their 
own, quickly break and miſcarry. A 
Profeſion is but as the leaves of a Tree 
(a ſign of fruit) not the fruit it ſelf. 
There is a valt difference between leaves. 
and fruit.Some think that Chriſt had nof 
curſed the Fig-Tree, if it had been with- 
out leaves as well as without fruit : But 
when by its leaves it profeſſed to have 
fruit, and invited him to it in expeCta- 
tioa thereof, and diſappointed him, he 
_— p6& 
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for all his many good words; and his 


Pradical godlineſiniceſſary. 
preſently claps a Curſe on it,that withers: | 
it at 'the very roots. The Phariſees 
were great Profeſlors, made broad their 
Philacteries, - where-ever- they wear, ' 
would be known for perſons extraordi- 
narily pious and religious, yet how wic- 
ked was their ſtate, Matth.5. 20. Ex- 
cept your Righteouſneſs exceed the Rightes 
onſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees , '5e 
ſhall never enter into the Kingdom of God ; 
and how woful is their Condition ? Woe 
to you 8cribes, Phariſees, Hypocrites, ( ye 
live in Omifhions) ye negle# the great 
things of the Law, Judgment, Mercy, and 
Faith, Matth. 23. 23. 

2, Great Gifts and Parts will not do 
without this. A man may have choice 
natural Abilities, rare acquired Accom- 
pliſhments; yea, common Gifts of the 
Spirit of God, and yet for want of 
this praCtical godlineſs be damned. What 
amiable words come out of Balaams 
miouth, he ſpeaks like a Saint ; yea like 
an Angel? how often have heard his 
Propheſies, with great admiration and 
affeftion 2 his Tongue hath melted my 
heart; and yet he had no good works, . 


lack 
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Praical godlineſs neceſſary. 
lack of praQica?'\godlinels ruin'd him: 
Whit ſpecial endowmerits had they who 


| ——mkny in the Name of Chriſt, a»d in 
Wo 


Name ci Ii ont Devils, and in. his Namie 
did' many marvailons works; and yet 
were caſt to Devils for being Workers 
of Iniquity, as all are who are void of 
this practical godlineſs, Matth. 7. 27, 
23. Whit excellent Gifts doth the 
Apoſtle ſuppoſe "a man to'have the gift 
of Propheſing , of' underſtanding all My« 
iteries, and all Knowledge, and of all 
Faith, ſo as to remove Mountains , and 
yet if he have not Charity, he is nothing, 
&c. 1 Cor. 13."2, 3. It he love nor 
his Brother , and expreſs it not to his 
power, by ſpiritual and bodily Chari 
C which is patt-of-practical 'godlineſs) 
1s nothing in Gods Eye, what ever he 
may bein the eyesof men.” 2 -- 

3. Great Priviledges, with ſeemin 

mances ,' without this praGica 
godlineſs, will not do. They who had 
Fabernacle, Temple, Ark, Covenanr, 
Promiſes, fos want of this were deſtoy'dz 
The Ark could not preſerve them, Af- 
terwards, when they nelected pradgtical 
godlineſs, the Temple could not pow 
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tet them. He bids #he Jews go and ſee 
what he did to his place at $hilob. for 
their Iniquities: He made them monu- 
ments of his Fury, who had becnpat« 
terns of his Pity, when they neglected 

this practical godlineſs. . 
How meanly doth God diſcourle of 
ſeeming Obedience to his own Iaſtituti- 
-ons, when this is negleGed. Though 
they had his awn Divine ſtamp on them, 
were ligns of the ſweeteſt Sacrifice, 
and the moſt acceptable Service imagi- 
nable, and he had often taken delight in 
them ; yet when they left off to do well, 
obſerve his Language about them. To 
what purpoſe is the nwltitude of your 8acri- 
fice to me, ſaith the Lord, bring no more 
vain Oblations, Incenſe is at abomination 
fo me: Tour new Mooks and your ap- 
pointed Feaſts. my Soul bateth , I cannot 
bear them,” What ſtrange expreſſions are 
here of his own Inſtitutions? - But what's 
the reaſon ? Truly, the lack of this,ver/. 
17. Learnto do well, ſeek Judgment, re- 
lieve the Oppreſſed, Judge. the Fatherleſs, 
Plead for the Widow, Ifa. 1. 11, to 18. 
And how peremptorily doth he beat 
men off from truſting in their Privi- 
- ledges, 
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Praficalgodlineſs neceſſary. 
ledges, as of no advantage without this 
practical 7 Rp Think not , faith 
the Baptiſt, to ſay within your ſelves, We 
have Abraham to oxr Father, ( this was 
a great Priviledge, for with him and his 
Seed was the Covenant made, and to 
them were Circumciſion, and the Paſs- 
over, the Seals of it given, ) but what 
counſel doth he give them ? truly, to 
mind praQical godlineſs. Bring = 
fruit meet for Repentance, i. e. for all the 
great priviledge in which you take fo 
much. pride, and upon which you lay 
{o+ much ſtreſsz yet you can never flee 
from the wrath to come, unleſs you 
bring forth good fruit, fruit wect for re- 
pentance 3 ſuch fruit as will ſpeak your 
hearts to be changed , ſach fruit as is 
ſuitable to-a renewed nature. This, and 
this alone is practical godlineſls. The 
Coherence in that, Matth. 3. 8, 9, 10. 
deſerves our Obſervation. And Jobs 
ſaith unto the Phariſces, 0 Generation of 
Vipers, who hath warned you to flee from 
the wrath to come: bring forth therefore 
ſruit meet for repentance. And think not 
to ſay within your ſelves, We have Abra- 
ham to owr Father : For I ſay unto Jon 
. that 


* 
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that God ir able of theſe ſtates to rſe "þ 
Chitdren to Abraham. Do not thi 
that God is bound-to, and muſt ſive 
you, becauſe ye ate Abrahams Seed, for 
God can of ſtones make Sons of Abra- 
Gam. And now alſo the Ax js laid to the 
root of the Tree, therefore every Tree that 
bringeth not forth good fruit is bewn down 
and caft into the fire. 


—_— 


©: 2". - CHAP. XXIX. 
The Condition of men only Civil is unſafe 


an 


s: J F Chriſt will condemn men at the 

Great Day for'fins of Omiſlton, 
for not relieving the Poor and Afﬀiicted : 
It may inform us, That the condition of 
men meerly civil, and negatively religi- 
ous, will be wofal at that day. Why ? 
Becauſe Chriſt vill command them ro 
depart from him into everlaſting fire. 
Ah how dreadful will it be'to take an 
eternal Farewel of the Lord of Life, the 
God of all Grate, the Well of Salvatien 3 
and to enter into a ſtate of Death and 
Wrath, 


RR ©. ws ui ws iS acc as A as £«h CC Hm. tas” mm an ww mw m©ftc ©9©Yt o- ac Xt = Xo «<« x *© 


Q3 


Wrath, and that for ever. If therigh- 
trons ſcarcely be ſaved, where ſhall the Yim- 
Her and Ungodly appear ? 1 Pet. 3. By 


| Sinner, I ſuppoſe, is meant the ſcandalous 


man, who hveth in Commiſhon, It's 
faid of Mary Magdalen, who had been 
guilty of notorious Enormities, Luke 7. 
For ſhe is a Sinner, Andir's ſaid of the 
Publican, ( whoſe whole Tribe was in- 
famous for Extortion and Bribery) That 
he was a Sinner. He is gone to be a Gueſt 
to one that # 4 Sinner. By Ungodly, as 
the very word 3 «ac, ſignifieth, is meant 
one that liveth in Oniiflions, one that 
liveth without the Worſhip of God; 
#.e. without the Love and Fear, the 
Acknowledgment and Adoration of this 
God. Worſhip is that high Honour 
and Solemn Reſpe& that the Creature 
owes to God : Notto give him this, is 
ungodlineſs. An ungodly man is one 
that doth not ſeek God, nor truſt God, 
nor obey God ; that doth not own him 
in his Mercies as his Father and Bene+ 
faftor, nor in his Judgments as a wiſe 
Maſter, that would by Chaſtiſements 
make hjm partaker of his Holineſs. Now 


if the righteous ſcarcely be ſaved,where ſhall 
Q. the 
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tbe ſeniner.and nngodly appear? If there. bea 
.difticalty in the Salvation of the Righte- 
\Qus,there is a neceſlity of the damnation 
of the Sinner and-ungodly.If the Righte- 
ous get ſo hardly to Heaven, the Sznner 
and Ungodly muſt ſurely be.caſt into 
Hell:W here ſhall the Sinner and-Ungod- 
1y; thoſe that are guilty of theſe Omiſlt- 
ons and Commilſltons, appear? They muſt 
appear ſomewhere, but they can appear 
no where with comfort, or without un- 
ſpeakable horrour. Where ſhall they 
appear ? before God ? why, they hate 
his Being, deſpiſe his Dominions, flight 
his Love, diſobey his Laws, and indeed 
ſeek his Life; and can they appear be- 
fore him? Can they look for a ſmite 
from his Face, who loath him perfect- 
1y ? orcan they ſtand before his Frowns 
and Fury 2 Do they know the weight 
of his Hand, the killing-darts of his Eye, 
and the Power of his Anger 2 No ſure- 
:ly, they cannot , appear before him. 
Thou, even thou art to be ſeared, and who 
may ſtand when thou art angry e - Where 
4ball they appear ? Shall they appear 
before Chrilt the Judge of Quick and 
Lead 2 Beforc him, who ſometimes in- 
vited 
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'# muſe andſad. 
vited them earneſtly to come to him, 
and intreated them affectionately to ac- | 


' cept of him, and life with him. Shall 


they appear before him? It's his Call 
which they have deſpiſed, and his Com- 
mands which they have violated. It's 
his Blood which they have trampled on, 
and his Spirit whom they have grieved. 
They are his Members whom the Sinners 
have oppreſſed and wronged, and his 
Children, and Spouſe, and Body, which 
the Ungodly have negle&ted, and not 
relieved. O how glad would they be 
if the Rocks would cruſh them to pieces, 
that they might be deliver'd from the 
wrath of the Lamb, Rev. 6. 15. Their 
ſevere Sentence which may make every 
Ear to tingle, and Heart to tremble, 
that hears 1t, will proceed from his 
mouth 5; Then ſhall he ſay nnto them on kis 
left hand, Depart from. me ye curſed into 
everlaſting fire. But where (hall theſe 
Sinners and Ungod!ly appear? Shall 
they appear before the Saints?- Alas, 
with what face can they behold "them, 
whoſe” Perſons they have. 'impriſon'd, 
whoſe Eſtates . they have plundered, 
whoſe Profeſſion they have derided , 
iow oa Q 2 Whoſe 
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whoſe Names they have abuſed, and 
whom they have often wiſhed out of the 
ay, and thought the Troublers of the 
amily, and Town, and Country where 
they lived? If the Saints plead it muſt 
be againſt them, for they cannot but ag 
Juſtices agree and concur with the Sen- 
tence of the Judge as righteous and 
wy 
; But where ſhall they appear ? Shall 
they appear before the Law ? No, that 
condemneth them for the leaſt Omifhon, 
for the ſmalleſt Commiſſion to Hell fire ; 
they are the Probibitions of the Law 
that the Sinner hath tranſgreſſed , and 
they are the Precepts of the Law that 
the Ungodly hath not obeyed; and 
therefore the Law curſeth them both to 
the uttermoſt, The Law enableth Sin 
to bind over the Tranſgreſſor of it to 
the Wrath and Curſe of God : Hence 
it s ſaid, The ſtrength of $in is the Law. 
But where ſhall they appear ? Shall 
they appear before the Goſpel? No, 
their Omifhons have moſt relation to 
the Goſpel. They have not believed 
the truth of it. They have not embra- 


ced the goodneſs of it. They have not 


obeyed 


” 


 wwnſaſt nd ſad, 229 
obeyed the Precepts of it. They re- 
jeted the renders of Pardon and Life 
made to them in the Goſpel, with fre- 
quency and fervency. They would 
not come to their Phyſitian to be healed 
* of their mortal Diſeaſes. Though he 
came to them and offer'd his help freely, 
d and aſſured them of effeQual and ſpeedy 
F recovery, if they would be directed by 
him ; yet they rejected the Counſel of 
if God againſt themſelves; therefore the 
Goſpel will condema as ſurely and more 
'5 Grey than the Law. If the word ſpoken ,.., .. " 
- by Angels was ſtedfait, and every Diſobes Joh. 3.19. © 


d dience received a juſt recompence of Re- 
y ward : How ſhall we eſcape, if we negle@ ſo 2 
| great Salvation. : 
” And again, Of how mwch ſorer puniſh- 


= ment ſhall he be thought worthy ? 

But where ſhall they appear? Shall 
they appear on Earth ? Surely there will 
be no Earth then for them to appear in. 
I That Earth which they ſported ſo much 
in, as Leviathan in the waters, and 
which they were fond of, and dehighted 
in, will be burnt up with fire, and con- 
ſumed with fervent hear. 

But where ſhall they appear? Shall 


Q 3 they 
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they appear in Heaven ? Can an unſancti- 
fied heart enter into the Holy of Hglies ? 
No. Without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord , Heb, 12.14. An impure Eye 
cannot behold ſuch an infinitely pure N 
Objedt. When Angels ( ſeated in hem ſ 
ven as their Habitation ) once loſt their t/ 
purity, they ſoon Joſt that place. Hea- / 
ven could not bear them; "tis not as 
Noahs Ark, to take inall ſorts, Clean or 
Unclean. Into it can in no wiſe enter any 
thing that is Unclean, Rev. 21. 27, Nei- 
ther could they bear Heaven. The 
_ooenal delights. 'of that Celeſtial 

urt became unſuitable to their pollu- 
ted Natures, The rareſt Dainties and 
moſt curious ' Delicates are altogether 
unſavoury and unpleaſant to an aguiſh 
and diſtcmper'd Palat. 

- But where hal] they appear? If they 
cannot appear before God their Maker, 
before the Lord Jcfus Chrift, before the 
Saints. Before whom ſhall they appear ? 
If they cannot appear before the Law, 
before the Goſpel, before what ſhall 
they appear? It muſt be in Hell, before 
Devils and damned Spirits, with them 
to lodge and dwell for ever. Ab, the 
= | Great 
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{210 ir unſafe and ſad; KI -It 
Great Day is,called The terrible Day of 
the Lord Jeſus 3 and it will be a terrible 
Day i to theſe meer Civilians, . ,! 
+ It iscalled the Day of Perdition of uns 
godly men. It's to others 4 Day of Com, 
folation. Lift up your Heads with joy, for 
the Dafof your Redemption draweth nigh. 
A Day at Promotion , It's your Fathers 
pleaſure to. give you « Kingdom, Luke 12, 
32. Joh.17.24 A Day of Reſt from 
all their Labours, and Soxrows, and Sut- 
terings, |bodily' or ſpirgually, Rev. 14. 
13. But: it's the Day of. Perditian of 
Ungodly men. They who hve without 
God here, muſt live without him [for 
ever; and, this fartheſt, utmaſt, endleſs 
departure of the Creature-from God, 
who is the only Life and Heaven of him, 
will be a Death and Hell with a witnels. 
God will be God at that Day in the ac- 
count ,of the worſt of men, though he 
be their laughing-ſtock and ftnnings 
{tock at this day. 

Though theſe ungodly ones fit aloft 
here in the Courts of men, and who but 
they 3 Tet the Ungodly ſball not ſtand in 
the Judgwent, Pal, 1,5, At the Great 
Day whea they (hal lbe judged, 1. They 

| C4 ſhall 
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| ſhall be aſhamed, they (ball rior ſtand; | 
#.+. not hold up their heads: with joy; BY | 
but hang dow their heads with ſhame, I | 
Ditr.'12. Somethall ariſe to ſhame and j 
 confulion'of face. 2. The Ungodly ſhall 

#0t ſtand in the Judgment, i, e: they ſhall | 
not be juſtified.” * When they. ſhall be | 
tried for their Lives and Deartis, for their | 
endleſs unchangeable ſtates, they ſhall 
he” eaſt and 'condemned. | When all 
Adams Poſterity ſhall make their perfo- 
nal appearance before the God -of the 
Spirits of all Fleſh, to recerve their eter- 
nal doom ;and when the Judge of Quick 
and Dead cloathed with tis Majeſtick 
Robes of Glory, accompanied with an 
illuſtrious train of Angels, ſhall fit down 
on the Judgment Seat, he ſhall pro- 
nounce a Sentence of Condemnation on 
all ungodly Ones. If thow Lord fbouldit 
park Iniquity, O Lord, who ſhould fland, 
PRal. 130.3. i.e. If thou Lord ſhould 
obſerve exactly the beſt mans heart and 
life, and accordingly deal with him, not 
one man could be juſtified. #ho ſhall 
ſtand ; i. e. righteous at thy Bar. 3. The 
Ungodly fball not (fand in the Judg- 
went ; 1. e. they ſhall not 'conquer , 
when 
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when they ſhall be impleaded and accu- 
ſed by the Devil and the Law at that 
day. An Army foil'd, is ſaid ot to 


fland before their Enemies. ' And again; 


An Army beaten is faid to fall before their 
Adverſaries, Dan. 11. 25. And the Con- 
uerors are ſaid to ſtand, Epheſ. 6:13 
' Devil will bring his large Bills of 
Indiments into the Court againſt the 
Qogully , for he is 44+«=&, I Pet. 5.8. 
A -Adverfary and the Law will 
ſecond the Devil, and joyn with him in 
his Accufations; the Sinners Conſcienee 
will joyr with both, and affent to the 
trath of their Indi&ments. ' The Un- 
ly will have no Advocate to plead 

r him.  Chriſtthat ſometimes offer'd 
him that kindneſs , will now plead a- 
po him, and fo he maſt needs fall and 
conquer'd by his Enemies. | 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXX. 


Sinners Convidion at the Day of Jude h. 
ment. The purity of Chriſts Religion Y + 


above all others. ſt 

' C 

6. JF Chriſt will ay. to them on the If fe 
_— left hand, Depart from me," For i tl 


mation. [was Hungry and ye gave me no weat. Or | 2 
if Chriſt will condemn men for figs of I} * 
Omifiion at the Great Dy : It informs 
us, That Chriſt will: be rational-in his 
moſt ſevere proceedings; even to ithe I} *] 
Conviction of the Sinners own Conlci- 
ence. . I draw this from the Coherence 
of the. yerſes , Chriſt firlt pronounceth 
the Sentence, verſ. 41. Depart from.me 
ye ewrſed into everlaſting fire. Andithen 
verſ. 42. he gives the reaſon, For was 
bungry, and ye gave me no meat, Kc. 
which ( though at firſt they ſeem. to 
queſtion, yet) at laſt they are muzled 

- andputto ſilence, Jude tells us of ſo- 
lemn Condemnation and folema Con- 
viction of theſe ungodly Ones, - as 
the chief buſinefſe of that Day. Be- 
bold he cometh with ten thouſand of his 


Saints 
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at the Day'ef Judgment. | 
Saints to execute Judgment on all, and to 
convince all that are wngodly 
them of all their ungodly deeds which jt 
. W have wngodlily committgd, and of all their 
n i hard ſpeeches which ungodly Sinners have 
ſpoken againſt bim, "= 4x44 15, Exc- 
cution, by an Hyſteron Proteron, 1s put be- 
fore Convittion 5 yet one great work of 
that Great Day is to convince theſe un- 
godly Ones, and the ſeverity of the 
Procels is againſt the Ungodly, 

This Conviction implyeth : 

1, Areflettion of Conſcience upon all 
their paſt and former fins. Conſcience, as 
a Glaſs, ſhall repreſent to the Sinner , all 
his luſts ( which he hath loved above his 
Soul and Saviour) in all their ugly fea- 
tures, and loathſome colours : The Books 
at that day will be opened, Rev. 20.19. 
i.e. The Book of Gods Remembrance , 
Mal. 3. and the Book of Conſcience. Sins 
are not gone as ſoon as done; God re- 
| cords them in his Book of Remem- 
brance , and Conſcience will review 
; them all in that Day of Vengeance. 
; Though it could not be heard by the 
Sinner in this World, for the noife of 
tus carnal delights, and cry of his 

worldly 


AMAA. a> aa A 3 E ED. 


_ 


NY 


——_ 


PFTETT 


858 


' Sinners Cooiltion 
worldly delights ; yet when it ſets his 
ſins in order before his eyes in their mon- 
ſtrous frightful ſhapes, it will thunder 
in his Ears as Rewber to his Brethren, Did 
wot I tell you of this, and ſay, Do not ſin, 
and thon wonldſt not hear; therefore all this 
Wrath, and Fury, and Flames, and Dark- 
meſs, and Chains, are come upon thee. 

2. This Convittion irpplyeth a filen- 
cing the Sinner, that he will have no- 
thing to ſay either againſt God, or for 
himſelf, A man that is convinced, hath 
his mouth ſtop'd. When the Spirit con- 
vinceth the World of fin, the Would 
hath not a word to ſay againſt the Sin 
and Guilt, which the Law chargeth on it, 
Every mouth is ſloped, and all the World is 
guilty before God, How often is the 
poor Creature ſelf-convinced and ſelt- 
condemned here ; but foon after the 
ſick qualms go off his ſtomach, and he 
1s xevived with the Cordials of finful 
ſhifts and excuſes, wherewith he de- 
Judes himſelf, and preſumes he may alſo 
deceive God ; but at the Great Day, as 
his Convictions will be more killing, fo 
they will be more laſting, The man 
will be dumb and ſpeechlefs when Chriſt 
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at the Day of Judgment. 
ſhall ſay, Why didft thou deny to relieve 


my Servants in their wants ? Why didft 
thou ſlight my Blood, aegfet my Wor- 


' ſhip, grieve my Spirit, and omit to obey 


my poſitive Laws? Matth. 22, 3,4, 5. 
The very Heathen who ſhall be impris 
ſon'd in the dark dungeon of Hell, for 
impriſoning the Truth, and holding it 
in unrighteouſneſs, will not have a mo- 
tion in their Brealts of accuſing God fot 
falſe Impriſonment. How certainly 
then and how fully will the Conſcien- 
ces of Chriſtians , who lived under the 
Goſpel, juſtiffle God, when he ſhall 
condemn them for RY and 
not repenting , upon the Meſlages he 

ſent dent pardon and ifs. © 
7. If Chriſt will condemn men at the 
Great Day for ſins of Omifſhon, It may 
inform us of the excellency of the Chrt- 
{tian Religion above all other Religions. 
The excellency of any Religion confift-' 
«th in the purity of its Precepts , and 
ſtrictneſs of its Commands; now noRe- 
ligion is ſo holy in its Commands, and fo 
exact in its Laws as the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. Moral Duties are advanced; by 
1t to their higheſt perfeion, and moral 
| Vices 
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238 Sinners Convittion 
Vices are debaſed by it to their loweſt 
degradation. The Commandment of the 
Lord is pure, Plal.19. Thy Word is very 

e. Chriſt will condemn men to Hell 
at the laſt Day for Omiſſons as well as 
Commiſlions, for negle& of known Du- 
ties, as well as for the petpetration of 

{s Enormities. 

, I. If we conſider the Religion of the 
A Heathen, we ſhall find thar it 1s vaſtly 
inferior in purity to the Chriſtian Reli- 
pion. Among rhe Gentiles ( who lived 
without the Goſpel) it can ſcarce be 
faid there was any Religion at all, for 
their Gods were Stocks, and Stones, and 
Trees, and Fire, and Water, and Beaſts, MW © 
and dead Men; nay , their Precepts W © 
were ſo fat from purity, that they com- 
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mended and commanded impurity. As Il © 
among the ancient Babylonians, in the I Þ 
/ Worſhip of Yenxs, the Women proſtitu- b 
ted themſelves to all Strangers ; nay , ſ 
the very Gods of the Heathen did, ac- C 
cording to their own fiitious Writers, - 


patronize all their Impieties, even by 
their own Patterns, oper the chick R 
forſooth of their Gods, who hath his 

Natte from being an helping Father; 
com- 


at the Day of Judgment. 
commits Inceſt with. his own Siſter Juno, 
and ' his Daughter”. Minerva,, Sodowy 
with Ganymedes; Taviſheth Exropa, bas 
niſheth | his Father $Satzr# out of his 
Kingdom. Vents was a Whore, Mer- 
cury a Thief, Bacchwa Drunkard, &&c. 
But. to leave: theſe, and ſpeak to them 
that were more ſober in their Under- 
ſtandings, and not fo vain in their Ima+ 
ginations, who had wy we, the work of 
the Law written in their hearts, Rome. 2, 
14. and improved it to more purpoſe 
than. others ; yet theſe pleaſed them- 
ſelves . with a little outward civility, 
without any inward or outward practi- 
cal - godlineſs. Their chief devotion 
confilted in abſtaining from groſs fins, 
which might expoſe them to the ſhame 
of men, and the _ ſome external 
acts of Piety , as facrificing: and mum- 
bling over a few Prayers that were little 
ſignificant. O how valtly doth the 
Chriſtian Religion excel this! This Re- 
ligion of the Heathen doth rather hide 
fia then heal it. ' It doth not root the 
love of (in-out of the heart, only re- 
ſtrain it in the- life, - - But the Chriltiaf 
Religion doth forbid ſin m che Aﬀecti- 
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| ons as well as in the Converfation;itdoth 
abſcindere as well as abſcondere,cure fin as 
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well as cover it. In the beſt Heathey 
the fire of their Luſts was only raked up; 
and cover'd with aſhes, frotn the eyes of 
the World : Butnowin the Chriſtian it 
is quenched, at leaſt in part, and ſhall by 
degrees be. wholly quenched. The 
Chriſtian Religion doth not only forbid 


all Sins, or outward: Commiſiions, but 


alſo all Luſts and inward — rung" 
IT beſetch you brethren to abſtain as Pil- 
ry pat! on Banter from all fleſhly Laſt, 
that war againit the Soul, x Pet. 2.11, 
And a religions Chriftian doth not only 
forbear groſs Commiſſions, but alſo ab- 
hor ſecret finful motions. 7 hate vain 
thoughts, 'but thy Law do I love; Pal. 
ons 

Thoſe among the Heathen who were 
the wiſelt, made nothing of neglectin 
to give God their love, and fear, ws 
truſt; their higheſt Honour, and ſuper- 
lative Eſteem, and exateſt*» Obedience; 
which are the chict of Religion. They 
allowed Revenge, in caſe of ſuffering 
Tnjury ;_and ſome of their greateſt Law- 
givers ordained Theft to nor 
able, 
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at the Dag of Judgment. - 
able, if it could be done el and 


cleaverly , ſo as not ta+be found our. 
They put away their Wives upon any 


' (mall diſtaſt , and took others during 


their pleaſure only. Their whole Re- 
ligion hath not one Prohibition againſt 
inward Corru , nor one. P 

for inward heart Duties ; and therefore 


muſt of neceſfity come ſhort of the 
Chriſtian Religion yn Palen.. <5, 
. 2.If we er the Turkiſb Religion, 


what a bundle of fooleries.is Mehomets 
Alcoran, and what a dunghil of filthiy 
_l is the Religion of his Followers. 
ey allow a man as miany Wives as -he 
can maintain,. and encourage men to 
murder, with a promiſe.of 4 Poetical, 
carnal ) Paradiſe to all that ſhall die.ip 

the Wars againſt the Chriſtians; T, 
obey the Luſts of their Tyrant in all 
things, even to the murder of their $9* 
vers s _ Relations, or chicfeſt 
ers 0 tom againſt then very light 
_ law: of. Nature. do not fo 
much as profeſs to mind ed heart Prg- 
hibitions and. Precepts, without which 
all externa Holineſs is but as a Tora 

Earkaſs ; noiſome and . _”" 
ody 


SHivers ConuiGin * 
Gods Noſtrils, and withove any loveli- 
neſ'or life in his Eyes, Nay, the Popiſh 
Religion, ſo far'as it differs from the true 
Chriſtian RUligion, is 'impure. They 
have fins that are Vemial; allow publick: 
ly of Uncleanneſs. The Pope hath a 
Revenue out of the Stews; they dif- 
pehſe with '8odomy, inceſt, any Sin for 
troney : They place all therr Holineſs tn 
ſome external Mortifications, which God 
Hever required at their hands. But what 
doth the 'Chriſtian Religion do?' It 
redcheth' the Heart, and rexcheth "rhe 
* GhUTL The Law of the Lord is perfe@, PR 
y —_ + M.; , > 6D lt: & 


U; t. Tt dire&s the whole Man; and gives 
Iaw5to all the powers of the Soul, aid 
Patts of the Body. It direfts us abbit 
Orr Bodies 'atd outward Converſation: 
!Ft comitiahd30 preſent bir Bodies a livivle 
"$acifice to Got, Rom.12,1. ard the mtm- 
*be&r+ of oth Bydrtt as Inſtrnhet of Rergh- 
"peo ſmeſs wits Holineſs, It binds the Eves, 
'Exrs, Tonjtte,'Harids, Feet; 41] the ri&mrh- f 
bers to thett good behaviout:- It allows 


'mbt any patt to: be abuſed to prophane- ; 
4868, Job 34: 1.) P/al. 119. Pal. 37. 36, | > 
31. P/al*34: 13, 14. Rem: 6.13, 14;15, , 
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- W 16, 17. It direQts us about our Souls : 

h The Law of the Lord is perfeF, Convert- 

4 | ng the Sol, Pſal.19,7, It changeth the 

y nature of the Soul, and s the eye 

. of it, and turns it from Darkneſs to Light, 

: and from the Power of Satan to God, AQ, 
r 

n 

d 


#6. 18, It directerh the” mind to leam 
the Knowledge of God, 'as the richeſt 
Treaſure, and choiceſt Portzon,and only 
Happineſs of the Creature; 1 Chron.28. 
And thou Solomon, »ty Son,- know the 
God of thy Fathers. It diredts the Will 

© BY to chooſe this God for its ſafrable, arid 
G ſatisfying, and everlaſting felicity, P/al. 
73.25. It limits the AﬀeCtions '&s to 
their Objefts, and their motion towards 
a thoſe Objeds. It forbids inordinate de- 
fires after, or delight in ſublumary Vani- 
ties; and commands moderation in our 
's EB lovetoall created Comforts. Let your 
moderation be known to all men. The time 
; = 5 ſbort, let them that have Wives, be as 
”  thongh they had none, &c. 1 Cor. 7. 29: 
It enjoyns our love in the greateſt de- 
's | gree to be placed on the worthieſt Ob- 
"| jet. Thow ſhalt love the Lord thy God. 
Py with all thy Heart, and all thy Soul, and 
all thy Strength, Matth. 22.37. And 
R 2 ſo 
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What todo, if we will but uſe diligence 


.Ers, Lak, 3. It directs us in our Relat 


' ous bf a right improvement / of them, 
than of deliverance out of them. Under 


. «a 
. 


Sinners Conviion 
{> our fear Fear him that can caſt Body 
and Soul into Hell, 1 ay unto you fear him, 
It keeps all the unruly paſſions within 
their proper banks and bounds. and 
preſerves the ſuperior and inferior facul- 
ties in their proper places Now what 
Religion either of Moraliſts or Mahome- 
tans doth do ? 

2. Asit direts about the whole man, 
it directs as to every part and patlage 
of this-mans Converſation. We need 
never be at a loſs for a Rule, or at a {tand 


to know and underſtand the revealed 
Will of God. The Chriſtian Religion 
dires us in our Callings, whether Ma- 
giſtrates, Miniſters, Tradeſmen, Souldi- 
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ons, as Huſbands, Wives, Parents, Chil. Ns 
dren, Maſters, Servants, Epheſ. 5. Epheſ. of 


6. Col. 3. Col. 44 It diredts us in all © 
Conditions how to demean our ſelves, T7 


an Proſperity to be joyful, in Adverſity 
to conlider how God hath ſet the- one *. 
agaialt the other. In Atfliftions to be fee 


patient and prayerful, and more ſtudi- th 


Mercics 


at the Day of Judgmeny. 
Mercies it direds us to be thankful to 
God, the more chearful in his Service, 
and faithful in the uſe of our Talents, 
for the honour of our Maſter. It di- 
res us in all our Thoughts, Jer. 4. 14. 
Words, Pſal. 39. 2. Works, Prov. 4. 
23, 24, 26. It direqsusin all our na- 
tural Actions,as Eating, Drinking,Sleep- 
ing, I Cor, 10.31 Tif,2.12. In our civil 
Converſes, Micah 6.8, In our religious 
Dutics, how to pray, James 5. James 1. 
How to hear, how to receive, 1 Cor. 11, 
"2.Its purity above and beyond all other 
Religions, a free: in this, That it forbids 
Evil, all Evil, nothing but Evil ; it com- 
mands'Good, whatſoever is Good, and 
nothing but Good, 1. 1.Pſal.32.14. The 
Laws of Lycurgss among theGrecians,and 
Numa among the Romans, had ſomewhat 
of goqd in them, but not all prohibited, 
ſomewhat that was evil, but not all that 
was evil : But the Chriſtian Religion is of 
2 largerextent both in its Precepts and 
Prohibitions. I have ſeen an end of all Perr 
feFions, but thy Commandments are ex» 
ceeding broad, Pſal.119.96. A manwith 
the eye of his Body may behold an end 
of many worldly erſehions, 'of many 
R 3 fair 


Yinmers ConviTion 


fair Eſtates, great Beauties, large Parts, 
hopeful Farmilies 3 but a man with the 
eye of his Soul ( for by Faith ) may ſee 
aft end of all earthly Perfecions. He 
may ſee the World in a flame, and all 
its Pomp, and Pride, and Glory, and 
Gallantry, and Crowns, and Scepters, 
and Riches, and Treaſures, turn'd into 
aſhes; he may ſee the Heavens paſſing 
away like a ſcroll, and the Elements melt- 
ing with fervent hcat, and the Earth with 
Mah things thereon conſumed ; and all its 
Perſe&tions which men doted ſo much 
on "vaniſhed into ſmoke and nothing; 
It cafic to ſte to the end of all terrene 
Perfections, but its difficult, yea impoſ- 
fblt to ſee to the end of Drvine Pre- 
Gepts: But thy Commandments are ex- 
ceeding broad. Of a valt Latitude, 
beyond our apprehenſion. They are 
3- deep, that none can fadom them, 
Pfal. 36. 6. So high, that they are eſta- 
ed in Heaven, Pſal. 119.48. So 
Tong, that they endure for ever, 2 Pet. 1, 
And ſo broad, that none can meaſure 
them. They are not only broad, butex- 
cectiing broad. Higher than Heaven, longer 
har the Earth; broader than the Sea. The 
I; {.4 ; +*6 Com- 
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s, WM Commands of God reach - the inward' 
ne | parts, the moſt ſecret motions and: rex: 
ee WW tired receſles of the Soul :- They. reach 
le FF all the privy thoughts. - - They pierce even 


ul BY to the dividing aſunder of Sol and Spirit, 
dB and of. the Far and Marrow , aud 
's, MW diſcern the thoughts and intents of the 
tO BW heart, Heb. 4.12. They reach to all 
's W our Aﬀions, tothaſe that ſeem ſmalleſt 
t- W and of les .concerament, as:well as to 
th thoſe that are.greater, and of more con- 
is ccrament.. :. 
h They reach to the manner,nay circum- 
og W ſtance of Adtions. The: Divine Law/ 
10 takes notice of all the circumſtances of: 
(-  ſins,as aggravations of (in. As, 1. From 
e- © the time of Gods patience towards the; 
c- W Sinner; Theſe three years I came ſecking 
', fruit, Luke 13. 2. Theplace where the 
re fin was committed 5 The Sons of Eli lay 
, with the Women that aſſembled at the door 
a- of the Tabernacle of the Congregation, 
0 1 Sam. 2. 22. 3. From the ſeaſon. of 
I, & committing the Sin, 1/e. 58.3, 4+. Be- 
el boldin the day of your Faſt, ye find plea- 
- | farc,and exat} all your labour, &c. 4.From 
the Condition of Rog that fins; 
He that-eats bread with me, lifts up his 
R 4 heel; 
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+ 248" © The bolieft have cauſe of humiliation. 
heels againſt mee, Joh. 13. 18. A fami-) 


lar Friend proves a treacherous Enemy. 
So Yoh. 3. 10. Art thou a Maſter in 


Ifracl, awd kroweſt not theſe things 2: 


5. From the means the perſon enjoys 
Ton only heve I known, therefore you will 
I prriſh for your Iniquities, Amos 4. Rom. 
2.7. 6. From the mannerof commit- 
ting the Sin 3 So they ſpread Abſalom « 
Tent on the top of the houſe, and Abſalom 
went in fo his Fathers Concubins in the 
febt of all Iſrael, 2 Sam. 16. 22. Im- 
—_— in fin doth highly increaſe it. 
Were they aſhamed when they commit- 
ted all theſe' Abominations? No, they 
were not aſhamed. But how far are 
other Religions from obſerving, much 
more from condemning men for ſuch 
finful circumſtances ? ; 


CHAP. XXXI. 
The bolieft have cauſe of bumiliation. 


| 8. W.F Chriſt will condemn men at the 

Great Day for fins of Omiflion ; 
I was hungry, and ye gave me no meat; &c. 
i | Then 
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7h holief? have cauſe of bhuepiliation, * 249 
have abundant cauſe of humiliation z 
for the beſt havein them abundant mat- 

' ter of Condemnation. O how many 
are our Omiſhons every day , every 
hour, and by reaſon of them we are ob- 

1. WW noxious to Hell flames > Good Biſhop 

t- W Uber, who for Picty and Learnivg, was 

« © honoured through the Chriſtian World 3 

n W though he was carly converted, and 

e MW feared the Lord in his Youths though 

- UW hewas eminently induſtrious in private, 

- _ - in —— nes 

_ , raying often every day 

y BE with, and for wc —_s committed . 

e © to his Charge. Though he was acon- 

h BY ftant Preacher, and that with —__ 

i BY and Afﬀettion; Though he was 

larly famous for his many worthy pieces 
Which he wrote in Latin and Engliſh, 
- B afterallthis diligence and labour, w 
he came to die, the laſt words almoſt hee" 4 
_— he was heard to ſpeak, ——_ FP” 
, in ſpecial forgive my Sins . | 
for. Sixt of Olnition will ar death 

- heavier on our hearts than we think far, 

; inlife, If ſucha Jaborious-perſon found- 

cauſe of bewailing his Omiſlions, =—_y T2 
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The holiafrbuttie cauſe of hue liation, 
mueti more cauſe have Loyterers as we! 

- Omiffions ate fruits of Original Cor- | 
raption -as well as Cres: It's! 
from 'that dead ftock that we are ſo de+ 


feive in bringing forth” good -fruat,.' 
Part layerh his Omiftions at this door, 


' Rom. 7. 17,023. In my fleſh is no' good. 


When I would'do good, evil is preſent with 
me,&c. Now whatſoever is the Child of 
ſach a monſtrous Parent-is loathfome;, | 
and calls'on us for ſorrow and ſeli-ab- 
horrency. Holy Job did but ſuſpe@ his 
Children to be guilty of Omiſlions, of 
not antifying the'Name of God in their 
Hearts, *according to their Duties , at 
their Fealts and Meetings 3 And he riſeth 
early and offereth ncaite, according to 
the number of them all, Job1.4, 5. He 
goeth to God and begs Pardon for them, / 
ad the bleſing of God upon every: 
one 'of them, Jt may be, ſaith he, my 
Sons have finned , nd curſed ( and not 


bleſſed God, fo Calvin reads it, ): Goin 
their hearts : Thus did Fob continuatly.' 
Now if Job upon a ſuppoſition that his! 
Sons might be guilty of "Omiſſions, -was 
ſo'conſtant in'his addreſſes 'ro God'on 
_- their 
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their behalf, by way of humiliation , 
acknowledging their Iniquity, -and be- 
ſceching his Mercy : What cauſe have 


- we on the behalf of our own Souls, 


who-know that we often offend God 
by Omiflions, and know not how often 
we offend him by them?. God may fay 
tothee and me, Reader, Is not thy Wics 
kedneſs great,' and Ok: infinite, as 
he to Job, Job 20. 5. Where by Wic- 
kedneſs, ® ety underſtand Com- 
miſtions ,' or thoſe Sins by which we 
prejudice or mmjure others, and by Int- 
quities, Onithons, by which we mental 
according to our Duties, to relieve 05 
thers. And Eliphaz calls his Wickedneſs 
great, becauſe; as I have ſhew'd/1n the 
firſt Information, they are in ſome re- 
ſpefts greater, more hainous than fins. of 
Ocmiſtion: 3 and his Iniquities infinite, bes " 

cauſe fins of Omithon are more nume- 
rous than fins of Commitiion. ' Corrupt 
Nature can much better forbear what it 
hath- an inclination and propenfity to, 
thaw do- that which it hath a diſlike of, 
and an enmity againſt, 

For their nature I have proved, that 
they are very —m—— that they are 
breaches 
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" Shings we 0 


Scripture in our C] 


breaches of a poſitive Law, grieve the 


- Holy Ghoſt, provoke God, defile the 


Conſriencez yea; and deſtroy the Soul 
for ever, ( how light ſoever ſome make 
of them, ) and for their number they 
are infimte, beyond all account or 
reckonings. If they were ſmall ſins, 
their number would compenſate their 
lightneſs ; grains of ſand are little, but 
an heap of them together is weighty, 
Prov. 27.3. The ſand is weighty. In many 
al, James3. 2, Now 
bow ſhould the nature and number of 
theſe fins humble us every day before the 


, the Lord > What hour is there when we 


are awake, wherein we may nat do 
more than we do? When did we 
in vi aFriend, or conferring with 
a Neighbour, advantage their Souls as 
we might and ought ? Can we ſay that 


we have been as diligent in our Callings, 


as watchful and exemplary in our Can- 
yerſations, as thankful for our Mercies, 
as fruitful under the Ordinances of God, 
and as faithful in the improvement of 


- pur Talents as we are commanded to 


be? Lo we every day pray and read 
and Families 
- with 


" cerns now and then coritead 


with that . holy reverence, 
faith , ſeriouſnels and integrity 
God requireth? Donotw 


juſtle out the Worſhip of the Great 


God, at leaſt cauſe us to ſlip our wy 


ers, and adjourn the Scri 
till a more convenient ſeaſon? we 
every week-day laborious in our Cal- 
lings out of Conſcience to Gods Pre- 
cept, and not out of a principle af Co- 
vetouſneſs > Do we ſpend the great 
par of the day thereing” without 

ions, by vain Companions, or 
Recreations ? * Are our AfﬀcGions in 


Heaven, and our Hearts abofs, while... 


our Actions are earthly, and 

are buſie hers below. And do we deal 
in all things with others, as we would 
in the Judgment of ſound reaſon that 
others ſhould deal with us, AMfatth. 5.12; 
Is our daily carriage towards our Rela- 
tions ſober, pious, aficCtionate, exeme- 
plary, and in all things as becomes the 
Goſpel of Chriſt 2 O how many are out 


. Omifſions, and what millions of them 


are we guilty of, and therefore they call 
aloud upon us to mourn for them? 


Others 


the baliefthove cauſe of buwiliation. is 


wich I 4, 
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the bolieft have canſ of buoddiation. 
Others arc itt HeJl, and muff weep for 
ever for' them; where their Sighs and 
ard" Prayers 4nd+ Tears, will nb 


'8obs, | 
way advantage them. ' Bleſſed be God 


itis not Owith us; though their Teaty 
will-ptovetheir Hell, our Tears, through 
'the blood/'of Chriſt; may prove our 
-Heaven. * Nehemiah, in the day of his 
ſolemn Humiliation with the Jews, ac- 
knowledgeth and bewmlerh their Omiſ- 
fions, their hot heatkening to his Com- 
mands, and their not minding the Won- 
"ders that he wrought for them, Neb. 9; 
16,17. So Damiel, when he faſted and 
pd, and confeſſed his- fins, and the 

of his people, bewails their Omifh- 
ons, Dih.9. 6: We have not hearkened 
anto thy Servants the Prophets which ſpake 
in thy Name, to our Kings, and Princes, 
and Fathers, and to all the people of the 
Land, verf. 10. We have not obeyed the 
Voice of the Lord our Gotl, to walk, in the 
Laws which he ſet before ws,by his Servants 
the Prophets, verl. 13. All:this evil is 
tome upon ws, yet made we not our prayer 
before the Lord our God. What then ? 
why, he judgeth himſelf and his people 
for theſe fins, and juſtifieth God in all 
his 
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his ſeveri d, Righteouſneſs be- 
longs to # a. Klee FN; 5 = of face, "a 
45 at this day , to the men of Juda 
Yolhrbrrklts of Jerufaets ; viff. 9. 
again, 0 Lord,"to w beltgeth AS» 


of face :, to ay Kings » to our Princes, 
Fo' our 'F rater Becavſe ' we have finned 
kedinſt ther, -verl. 9, - Omiffions muſt 
be {zmemed i in this or the other World; 
we mult all be afhamed of them here or 
hereafter 5*and 48 it riot rapeſt better t6 
atl theth here, than 'tobewail ther 


and- condemn otrr 
des I han robe julflged -t66l 
condemned” by 'Bod. for ves at the 


Great Day: A, at whit #'cheap rate 
Tay a Chriſtian, by Repentance EO, yew: 


veoe thit blow" that will ſeparate 


and all 'his' tzppineſs, and bring him to 
thit-Repentdnce which will ever be re- 
penced of, but all to no purpoſe! Oh 
it's go0d to'be wiſe on this fide another 
even: 


The bolieit hin? Umatens Py 


CHAP. XXXIL 
Uſe of Trial, whether we be guilty of the 


Omilſzons or no. 


Uſe 2. nod may be uſeful 


in the ſecond place by wa 
of Examination or Trial. . If Chrilt wil 
condemn men at the Great Day for ſins 
of Omiſhon, then it concerns us to ex 
mine our ſelves, whether or no we are 
of the number of them :that ſhall be 
condemned for them at that day. Res 
der, it will not be amiſsfor thee to re- 
tire out of the crowd of the World 
into thy Chamber , and there to com- 
mune with thine own heart conceraing 
thy : t Condition, and how thou 
art like ta fare for the future 3 nay, it is 
of infinite weight and concernment, and 
. may be as much worth as thy Soul and 
eternal Salvation, How many prove 
Bankrupts , and are quite undone for 
this World, for want of a timely caſting 
-up their accounts. If they had caſt up 
1 accounts before , and perceived 
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dw far they had tan behind-hand, they 
might 
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whether we be guilty of theſe Omiſſions. | 


might have retrenched their E 
Ks. adviſed and conſulted ſome way v0 
have prevented their utter deltructionz 


*but they neglected to calt up their ac- 


counts, till their accounts caſt them- y 
and it was too late tothink of recalling 
what was paſt, or remedying what was 
amiſs. Thus many that are Profeffors, 
or Chriſtians in title, deal with theit 
own Souls, and defer the trial of their 
eſtates till it be too late to amend any_ . 
thing amiſs. If they would now inthew 
health and ſtrength ſearch and try their 
hearts and ways, if they found things 
ill, they would have. advantages and 
opportunities through the help of Chriſt 
to make them better : They might: ſeek, 
the Lord while he would be found , and 
tall upon him while he is near. They 
might ſue and ſeek to Chriſt for Eye-. 
ſalve, that they might ſee the things of 
their Peace for Raiment to hide their 
Nakedneſs, that it might not appeat to 
their everlaſting ſhame and for Gold 
to enrich them for ever, to make them 
more worth than both Worlds : If upon 
a faithful trial, they found things well, 
it would rejoyce their —y ——— 
| Lacm 


| feof Trieh y; +11. 
them in ways of holineſs, and confirm 
them again(t Satans Temptations to dif. 

ir; [But men generally negle(t then 
WT indtions , till God comes to exa- 
mine them ( as the Rulers command. 
ed 'Paxl to be examined ): with ſcour- 
gings and ſcorpions. They, preſume all 
15 well, hope the beſt,-and would be 
ſorry any ſhould queſtion their eſtates, 
and thus perfiſt in their ſelf-deceits, till 
they come to appear before God, that 
the gate of Mercy be ſhut, and the gob 
den Scepter of Grace be wholly with- 
drawn , and their ' eſtates become. a} ;, 
deſperate as, the eſtates of the Devils. , I , 

To urge this Ule a little, Reader, cow | 1 
Midertheſe two particulars: - 

1. Conſider of 'what wemght it is, and el 
how much depends upon this queſtion, ' 
Am T-of the; twmmber_of them that ſhall Y © 
be condemned. for ſins of Omiſlion or | ,, 
mot? Oram I guilty of Omillions, foas ry 
to be baniſhed the preſence of Chrilt for Þ þ, 
them or nvt? I tell thee , thy eternal | 
Joy or Sorrow , Happineſs or Miſery, Þ 4 
Pleaſure or Pain depends on.it. Dof 4; 
but read and conſider, and then lay, whe- 
Serie be not of infinite-weight 5. Come 
” 
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t bleſſed of 'my Father, inherit the King- 
Ss prepared for you before the foundation 
of the World. For Iwas hungry, and ye 


gave me meat; thirſty; and ye gave me 


drink, &c. On the other ſide, Go ye 
curſed into everlaſting fire, prepared 'for 
the Devil and his Angels : For I was buy+ 
gry, and ye gave menomeat ; thirſty, and 
ge gave me no drink, &c. Friend, are 
not theſe weighty things that depend on 
the performance or neglect of theſe poſt- 
tive Precepts? Come ye bleſſed of my 
Father. Is not a coming ( clofe, near, 
intimate, fatniliar, into bis very boſom 
and deareſt embraces, ) to. Chrift;a 
weighty thing ?: To come to Chriſt hete 
is ſo weighty, that he came to men into 
this World to call them to him , Matth. 
I1.28, Matth.9.13.. But to come'to 
Chriſt there in all his Robes, and Riches, 
and Royalty, in all bis Beauty; and Glo- 
ry, and Magnificence, will queſtionlefs 
be of mote concern to the Soul, Owthe 
contrary, .Depart from me ye curſed into. 
everlaſting fire, prepared for the Dtviland 
his Angels. Is there not weight, Readey, 
in thate words? Doft thou know what 
it js £0 bid Chrilt farewel, farewel for 


+ 0. ever, 


| Uſe of Trial, 
ever, to take an eternal leave of all 
good 2? Canſt thou bear the extremity 


of our Culinary fires for a day? Canſt 


thou dwell in everlaſting burnings, or 
abide unquenchable flames > Thou ſeeſt 
all thus depends upon thy performing or 
neglect of th he Divine poſitive Precepts, 
Doth it not concern thee in a matter of 
ſuch weight to be faithful in the trial of 
thy ſelf? Friend, are Lite and Death ? 
are eternal Life and eternal Death indif 
ferent things,or things of ſmall moment ? 
Are an eternal enjoyment'of God, or att 
endleſs ſeparation from God mean or 
trivial things? Oh how mfinitely do 
they exceed and over-ballance thy un- 
derſtanding | How ſhort muſt thou of 
neceſlity come of conceiving of theſe 
things according to their weight ? Alas, 

Friend, what pitiful toys and trifles are 
Houſes, and Lands, and. Friends, and 
Relations, and Honors, and Preferments, 

IL, and Liberty,and this temporal Life,to 
ancternal happy Lite. 

2. Conſider all are guilty of Omiſh- 
ons, even the Good as well asthe Bad, 
5 and therefore the more faithfulneſs, and 


ef = x-*prudence, and caution is requiſite , leſt 
Noe we 


1 


<2. 
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we miſtake. If Saints and Sinners are 
both guilty of Omiflions, how ſhall [ 
know whether my Omiſhons are ſuch as 


-will confiſt with Salvation, unleſs I try 


and examine my felf., The good man 
being guilty of Omiſtons, may fear the 
drealfal Sentence of, Go ye curſed, &c. 
And the wicked man knowing that the 
beſt are guilty of many Omiſlions, as 
well as he may preſume upon the joyful 
Sentence, Come thou bleſſed of my Father, 
&c. How ſhall each be rectihed in his 
miſtake, and fatisfied in the truth, but 
by an impartial and through examinati- 
on of himſelf? God hath given us a 
Teſt, which is the word of Truth, Eph. 
1.13. whereby we may try our ſelves, 
and prevent all miſtakes. Where there 
1s a poſlibility of a miſtake in a bufineſs 
of ſuch infinite weight, there is ſuffici- 
ent ground for a ſerious trial ; but ' 
where there is ſo great a probability of 
miſtaking, as a thing that isſo ealte and 
ordinary { becauſe all men are guilty too! 
much of Omiſhlions) there is a necef- 
ſity of a faithful and impartial trial. 
There is that maketh himſelf rich , (in 
Temporals he is worth thouſands, in 

S 3 Sp1- 


DF." Of of Thich, 
© * Spirituals he is rich towards God, and 
worth millions,) yet hath nothing, 
(Orig. yet nothing, in him or to him he 


15 nothing, he hath nothing for all his- 


brags,) there is that makes himſelf poor, 
( ſpeaks himſelf poor, would have others 
think him poor, ) yet hath great riches, 
( Hebr. yet much ſubſtance; the man 
hath a great Eſtatc, but is willing to 
concealit. Merchants, who are worth 
thouſands, do not publiſh or boaſt of 
their Wares or Wealth about the City ; 
thoſe poor Creatures do it, who carry 
all their worth on their Heads, or in 
their Arms.) Junizs reads the words 
well, Ei qui drvitem ſe jatiat quum des 
ſint omria, item qui pauperem- j* fingit 
cus PR ampla. There is that 
boaſts himſelf rich, ro whom all things 
are wanting; and that feigns himſelf 
poor, yet hath large ſubſtance. There 
1s that boaſts and brags himſelf rich in 
the fear and favour of God, and will 
tell you of his communion and conver- 
ſes with the Divine Majeſty, of his 
love 'to, and delight inthe Ways, and 
People, and Ordinances of God ; when 
alFtheſe things are wanting to him, he 
$109 < bes hath 
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hath nothing 'at all in reality of any»of * 
them. There is that fains himſelf poorg: 
that diſſembles ( as it were ) his eſtate; : 
that is a Beggar ( as ſome read the word. 
Poor here) 1n his ov'n account, and 
would have all others judge him ſo toa; 
he is ſo covetous after more, that he. 
over-looks what he hath 3 and ſo reedy 
of further attainaments, that he _ lit- 
tle notice of his preſent ſpiritual enjoy+ 
ments. If you will believe him, he 1s 
a meer Beggar, hath not one bit of bread 
toecat, and if his Father ( i» whoſe houſe 
there is bread enough and to ſpare) danat 
pity and relieve his prodigal Child, he 
ſhall periſh for hunger; yet this man 
hath much ſabſtance, 1s a man of worth 
and wealth indeed. He is like a branch 
mightily laden with fruit, and an car 
fully laden with corn, which the heavier 
they are laden,the more they bow down 
tothe ground. A meer titu}ar Chriſtian, 
like an empty Velicl, may make a great 
found, bur the full Veſlel, that contains 
the precious Liquor, is ſilent. 

I come now to the marks whereby 
men may know their cſtares. And for 


that end I ſhall lay dowa ſeveral Prapos» 
ſ1210ns, 


S & I. Pro- 


WML. þ Uſe of Trial, | | 
x; Propoſition. Thoſe that live in Com- 
- , miſſions aswell as Omiſlions, niuſt -cer- 
tainly be condemned at the Great Day.' 
= bid open defiance to the Prohibi-- 
*rions, Precepts, and Penalty of the 
Law, and dare the Law todoits worſt, 
Either theſe muſt be condemned, or all 
ſhall be ſaved. But God is of an holier 
Nature than to dwell with ſuch Sinners, 
They may read their doom written un- 
der his own hand, and like the Law of 
the Medes and Perſians, That cannot be 
alter'd; 1 Cor. 6. 9, 10. Epheſ.5.5. Rome. 
8. 5. Tobe carnally minded is death,verl. 
13. If ye live after the fleſh ye ſhall die. 

2. Propoſition, They who are guiky 
of total external Omiſhons, are in a 
damnable Condition. This 1s written 
tn broad Letters, that he who runs may 
read it. They who pray not are under 
wrath, and the effuſions of wrath, Jer. 
Io, »/t. They who negletit to pay their 
External Allegiance to the true God, and 
deny him his outward Homage and Ac- 
knowledgment, fhall be denied and dif- 
owned by Chriſt, before his Father, and 
before his holy Angels. © ' The Holy 
God doth all along ſpeak of theſe as 
a 3h ; Hea- 


whether we be guilty of theſe Omiſſions. "I 
Heathens, Pſal. 79. 6. and Sinners: with 
a witneſs, Pſa1.36.1,2,3. and threatneth 
that Chriſt ſhall come in flaming fire, to ' 
-" Y-- render Vengeance on them, 2 Thefſ. 2. 7, 
c 8, 9, 10. Thoſe who are guilty of theſe 
- total Omiſlions, in regard of the matter 
r 


of the Duties commanded them, are un- 
godly in'the higheſt degree, ( for un- 
, godlineſs ſtrictly and properly ſpeaks 
Þ theneglet of our Duties to God, and 
f fins againſt the firſt Table, as unrighte- 
e ouſneſs the neglect of our Duties to our 
. Neighbour, and our Tranſgreflions a- 
j gainſt the Second Table, and fo none 

in the whole Scripture more obnoxious 
y to wrath and ruine, 7?ſal. 73. 12. Theſe 
a are the . Ungodly who proſper in the 
1 World, but mark how ſoon they periſh, 
Y verſ, 18. Thon caiteſs them down to de- 
r ſtruTion, and utterly conſumeſt them with 
terrours; 2 Pete 3.7. Jude, verſ. 4. & 
I5, 
3. Propoſition. Thoſe who perform ex- 
ternal Duties, and wholly negle& in- 
. ternal, or pleaſe themſelves in total in» 
| ward Omiſiions, cannot be in a ſtate of 
Salvation. God will not be-put off 


with the "7" the -Soul of 
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Religion. Indeed; external Duties are” 
but the Garments or Cloaths of 'Relj- | 
gion, wherein it appears, and- wheteby | 
# ts known to the World; the life and <}*' 
power of it conſiſts in internal Perfor- | 
mances, or thoſe that are the motions | 
and ations of the Underſtanding, and 
Will, and Aﬀedtions, as in the Knowledg 
of God, his Being and Excellency, and 
the' kindneſs he hath for, and the love 
he hath to Mankind in Jeſus Chriſt ; as 
alfo in the chooſing him for our richeſt 
Treaſure,and ſupreami/Lord and Law-gi- 
ver, and in loving him with all the heart, 
and Soul, and ſtrength, and deſiring his 
love above all the World, and delight- 
ing in his Favour, as the Souls-felicity, 
and ſeeking to pleaſe him, rather than 
to command the Creation. A man with- 
out theſe is but the Pifture of a Saint; 
he hath ſomewhat of- the reſemblance, 
but: nothing of the reality of a Chriſti- 
an: He hatha form, but nothing of the 
power of godlineſs, ( 2 Tim. 3.1, 2,3, 
4,5, to 7.) and therefore 1s in a' (tate of 
perdition, The neglect of believing, 
repenting, loving the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


E are all inward: ''# ( for theſe are 
Fs acts 
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as proper and peculiar to the Soul 
and condemned in Scripture with the 
moſt dreadful damnation, Mark 16: 16. 
* John 3. ult. Lnkz 13. 3. 1 Cor: 16. 22. 
If a man pray, and pray wholly without 
Faith, and without fervency , Jam. 1. 
Jam.s.this is no way acceptable to God. 
All ſuch prayers are howlings and bab- 
lings; and of no ſweet found in Gods 
Ears, Hoſ. 7. Iſa. 1.15, 16, 17. What- 
foever a man doth either by way of 


hearing, or ſinging, or praying, Or Te-, 


ceiving, if there be not that dread of 
God, and love to his Name, - and Faith 
in Chriſt, which are the eſſentials of theſe 
Duties, all is as nothing. 


4. Propoſition. Thoſe who allow thew- 
ſelves in partial Omiſtions, whether ex-' 


ternal or internal, are in no good Con- 
dition. By partial Qmiſhons, I mean at 
ſometimes, as for prayer; a man, it may 
be, prays in his Cloſet or Family uſually, 
but if any worldly buſineſs intervene 
and calls for his company, he will as ufu- 
ally-attend on that, and wholly omit 
his Cloſet and Family-Durics tor that 
Morning or Evening. Or for a man to 
pray, as ſome do only at-the Evening, 

| and 
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and not in the Morning ; as if God were 
the God of the Night, and not of the 
Day 3 or as ſome others, who will pray 
only upon the Lords-Day , as if God 
| hada right to them then, but nat all the 
week after. Or when men perform 
ſome religious Duties, and not others, 
will pray, but not read Scripture daily ; 
or pray, and read the Word, but not 
take notice of thoſe under their Roofs, 


to inſtru, and admoniſh, and ſupport 


them, as occaſion is. Or ſome will per- 
form their- Duties which immediately 
concern God, but will not be charitable 
to the Poor, at leaſt not in fucha degree 
and meaſure as their Eſtates will bear, 
and as God expeds. Theſe, and fuch 
like, underſtand by partial and external 
Omitlions. What is meant by internal 

rtial Omiſtion is next to be conſider'd, 
Partial jaternal Omiſſions, are, when 
men oftentimes, though not conſtantly, 
are negligent in the manner of perform- 
ing their Duties; and though they be 
formal, and ſuperficial, and lazy, and 
flothful in the Worſhip of God; yet 
they rake little or no notice thereof, 
Iadeed, ſometimes they find ſome heat 
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and warnith , and this pleaſeth them, 
but at other times they are cold and 
| liveles in their Duties, and this doth 
not much diſpleaſe them. They can 
commonly pray as if they pray'd nor, 
and read as if they read not, and wait 
on God without any ſuitable and conſt 
| derable affeQtions towards him, andnot 
be diſturbed at it. Theſe ſudden heats 
at one time, and colds at another time, 
ſpeak (the Body out of order, and) 
the Soul not healthy. The next thing 
to be explain'd, is, what is — al- 
lowing themſelves in partial Omiſhons, 
and indeed the ſtreſs of the Propoſition 
depends on that. To allow themſelves 
in theſe partial Omiſhons notes theſe 
two: things: To know theſe partial 
Omiſſtons to be fins, and yet to continue 
in them without any great diſturbance 
or trouble of Spirit. They muſt know 
that they are ſins, otherwiſe continuance 
in them will not argue a total want'of 
Grace, or the predominant power 'of | 
ſenſuality in the Sout. I doubt not, but 
in many dark places of this Nationgthere 
may be thoſe who live in a total Omiſ- 
ſion! of fome Duries, as praying try 


OO Oe of hid © 
their Families, and a ſtrit ſanRification 
of-the Sabbath; or who yer fear God 
ta truth, and make great Conſcience of 


their - Converſations: Theſe men neg- of 


left prayer, and devoting the Sabbath 
Shelly to God, &c. becauſe they. do 
not know them to be their Duties. And 

where a man deſires and endeavours to 
know his Maſters WHll, and lives up to 
that Light God hath given him, he may 
upon a general repentance expect par- 
don through the blood of Chriſt for fins 
of Ignorance, ' - But thoſe who live un- 
der the clear and plain, and full diſco- 
very of the Goſpel, muſt know that - 
theſe Omiſhons are fins, Their Mini- 
ſters are not ſo ignorant, or unfaithful, 
as to leave them 1n the dark about ſuch 
neceſſary Duties. Therefore to him that 
knoweth'to dogood , and doth it not , to 
bim it 4 ſor, James 4. ult.” The ſecond 
thing 1n this allowance, is, to continue 
in theſe Omifſlions, though we know 
them-to be Sins, and to be little or no- 
thing troabled forthem.- And; I fay, 
ho doſo, are in no good Condi 
©, {ball be condemned art the 
-Great Day, And my reaſons:are partly 
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becauſe its ro a wicked napto 


continue 1n A ſheep 


m 

the Ditch and defile hi ire Aer fot by he , 

-- haſtens out ,of it as ſoon as he can; al 
w 


the. Swine chooſeth a dirty place, 
loweth all the day long! int £ mand | ang 
mire. . A Saint may fall intofty, 
baſteneth to recover himſelf - by ire 
tance. A Sinner livesin it day and ni 
Prov. 4. 17. It's their Food 1n the For 
and their refreſhment in the night : 
Their ſleep departeth from them, wnleſs 
they cauſe ſome to wes. Hence we read, 
That in is _ ay, or Work, or Con- 
verſation , $5: 7. Partly. becauſe 
ANorance of auy fin is inconſiſtent with 
Grace. Sin and Grace are contra 
each to otherz and therefore Do 
they may be,and are in the ſame Subject, 
yet they are not, they cannot be there 
together, but as Enemies ſeeking the de- 
{truftion one of another. The Fleſb luſt- 
eth againſt the Spirit, and. the Spirit 


againſt Fleſh; for theſe art contrary the - 


one tothe other. Fire and Water are 
more contrary fhan Vice and Grace, 
that he who ſufſers Vice without oppo» .. 
dat declares plainly that he hath go"; 


.c 
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Grace, 
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Me EMI. pant fo vii, 


+ thyſ 
enof Evil, but haſt thou taken up. 


Grace, for theſe Enemies never meet but 
they fight. Therefore, Reader,cxamine 
A 


ou haſt laid down the Com- 


=» frprn Duty? Thy Reaſon 

tell thee he is a bad Huſband who draing 
his ground, and then neither ſoweth nor 
planteth'it. It's all one as if it had con- 
rinued under water 3 as good be un- 


drain'd, as unimproved when drain'd. 


let. th. —_— — —m——_— 
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A Cantion againſt fins of Omiſſion, in 
regard of the matter of Duties. 


Ex. | F Chriſt will condemn men at the 


Great Dzy for fins of Omiſſion : 
It may exhort ufto mind the doing of 
; as well as the forbearing of 


Evil, ro be as watchful againſt fins of 


-* "Omiſlion asyvell as againſt ſins of Com- 


miſhtion, and tnake Conſcience of Afﬀer- 
mative as well as Negative Commands. 
Do not think it. ſufficreent to forbear 
What is Evil, unleſs alo thou doft what 
is Good, It's good not to be evil in 

doing 
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. Was eres td the Blind, and jet to the Lam:. 
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= Law enjoyns. The Miniſter 1s. nog 
ood G1 bmp becauſe he doth no 

F ace; or miſlead, or dective his 

ple,: by falſe Dottrine , or ſcandalous 

living, if he donot teach them the right 

ways of the Lord, and be not inſtant 


with them in ſeaſon and out of (caſo, ' 


to Know, and Adore, and Honour their 
Maker and Redeemer. A good Shep- 
heard muſt look to good Paſtures for 
his Sheep, as well as defend them ro 
Lions and Wolves. Parl proves kf. 
lategrity by this, That he kept nothing 
back that was profitable for bis people, but 
taught them publickly, and from houſe to 


honſe, and that he declared unto them the. 


whole Connſel of God, At. 2C. 21,22,27. 
The Magiſtrate is not agood Magiltrate, 
whocan only ſay that he never oppret- 


ſed or - perſecuted the Innocent, , He :: 


mult be able to ſay with Job, that he x66, 
lieved them in their Neceflitics, and r&« 
dreſled them in their Gricvanares I de- 


hlivered the Poor that cryed, in4 the Fathers. | 


leſs, and him that had moe to kelp. 1 


1 


doing what the Law forbids , but. it's” 
evil alſo not to be good 1n doing what: 


. 


 ACantion againſt ſins of Omiſſion, . 
T brake the jtws of the Wicked, and plutkt- 
the ſpoil ont of bis Teeth, Job 29.12, 5, 
F7. The Chriſtian is not a good Chriſty 
an, that can only tell us that he 1s 2g 
harmleſs man, he doth no miſchief, he 
oy 4 none in thought, word, or deed. 
The barren Tree brings forth no bad 
fruit, yet it's cut down tor the fire. He 
1s att evil man that” neglects what is 
good, as well as he that follows what is 
evil. 

Therefore , Reader, Ceaſe to do evil, 


Ezek. 18, 
=? : C but let not that ſuffice) lcarn to dy 


well, Iſa. 1: Remember to watch again(t 
what is evil; But alſo to do good, and to 
—_— not : for with ſuch $a- 
Crifice God is well pleaſed, Heb. 13.16. 
To do good, and to pray in thy Cloſet 
and Family, and to read the Scriptures, 
and to inſtruct thy Children and Ser- 
, Vants, and to cndiific the Lords-Day, 


$aCx. 7.1. and to viſit the Fatherleſs and Widows 


in their Atflictions 3 forget not, for with 
ſuch Sacrifice God is well pleaſed. For- 
Jake tke foohſh, (this is well, but not 
enough, and ) walk in the way of Onder- 


* anarnyg. 
The Law of God mult be kept ten- 
Kg derly, 


derly, as the very 'apple of our 
Prov, 7. 2. The ſmalleſt duſt will offend 


the eye, and the ſmalleſt Omiſhon will 
offend the Law. If thy Conſcience be 
diſpenſatory, it is unholy. Friend,thou 
haſt largely heard how far ſhort a Ne- 
gative Religion will bring thee of -Hea- 
ven, and canſt thou content thy ſclf a 
moment therewith 2 Nay, thou haſt 
heard that for all that thou ſhalt be ſent 
to Hell, and wilt thou reſt one day or 
night therein? O Friend, be wile in time, 
and mind poſitive godlineſ(s, whillt thou 
haſt opportunity. 

In theſe days of the Goſpel, God is 
quick and ſpeedy , ſharp and ſevere 
with men that are barren and unfruitful. 
Behold now, faith the Baptiſt, the Ax is 
Laid to the root of the Tree. Behold,Con- 
ſider, now at this time, when the Re» 
deemer is coming , whoſe way I am pre- 
paring 3 Now the Ax is laid to the root of 
the Tree, Matth. 3. 10. He 1s now lay- 
ing aſide his Basket, and raking up &t 
Ax; yea, he lays his Ax at the root of 
the Tree, as one taking aim where to 
ſtrike, and how to fell the Tree with the * 
greateſt advantage ; Ny it con- 
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cerns thee to be fruitful. Again, the 
Apoſtle tells us, That former times of 
ofs darkneſs were over-lookt by God, 
Ke now ſaith he, Now his Son 15 come 
into the World, and he reveals his Mer- 
cy and our Duty ſo fully and clearly; 
Now he commands men every where to re- 
pent, Act. 17. 29, 30. Now he exhorts 
fruits meet for Repentance, or he will 
not wink at your Diſobedience , but 
judge you to Hell flames. - And believe 
it, the Valley of Viſion will prove the 
heavieſt burden, and the higheſt means 


' will caſt thy Soul intothe loweſt miſery. 


Opportunities ' of. doing good to our 
own and others Souls, are choice Mer- 
cies. They are Talents that muſt one 
day be reckoned for: Therefore ſaith 
the bleſſed Redeemer in the juſtification 
of Mary about the Oyntment ; Ate ye 
have not always; the poor ye have al- 
ways, and may do them good when ye 
will 5 but me ye have not always. Mary 
did well to improve the ſeaſon ſhe had 
in her hand, as knowing if once loſt, it 


_ wasloſt for ever. 


The Apoſtle Pay! upon this account 
adviſeth the Galathians , While ye have 
time, 


in regard of the matter of Duties, © © 


e 

f thing more ſads and dulls the heart, 
when one comes to die, faith a Divine 
e now with God, than his neglect of ſuch 
v opportunities which God's Providence, 
; or his own Place, have put into his hands 
: of doing or receiving good, Nor 1s 
$ there a ſharper Corroſive than the re- 
1 fletion upon thoſe days and times that 
t have paſſed over him, Male alind nihil 
e agentem. Ah how ſad and uncomforta- 
e ble will it be for thy time to be gone, 
3 when thy work is not done ! when thy 
5 Sun is ſetting, and the ſhadows of the 
p Evening are ſtretching themſelves upon 
L thee , fo Conſcience to give thee this 
e ſalute, Thy day is paſſed, thy time 
h is waſted , the buſineſs of life is neg- 
N lected, and now thine Errqrs cannever, 


| never be amended. Ah what a dread- 
4 ful hour will a dying-hour beto thee, 
when Conſcience ſhall plead againſt 


: thee with Whips, and Scorpions, and 
1 Flames, and not the deareſt Friend or 
t Relation thou halt be admitted to plead. 

for thee, or be able to comfort thee! But 
t if the day of death will be ſo uncom- 


fortable, how terrible will the Day, of 
T 3 Judg- 


time, do good to all, Gal. 6,10. No- 
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Eſſex berſey, 
P. 19+ 


"ys Action aginft ref miſt, 


ang be ? Then it is that the Saint 
11 reap the benefit of all the good he 
| hathdone, and the Sinner ſball reap the 
miſehief of all the good he hath omit- 
ted, or left undone. Theni the idle 
Servant that did not trade with his Ta- 
lent, will be found anevil Servant, and 
as ſuch condemned to the Worm that ne- 
ver dieth, and the Fire that never goeth out, 
Mat. 25. Then the unfruitful FaQtor will 
be found an unfaithful FaQor,and as ſuch 
diſown'd and condemned by his Lord. 

' Reader, believe it,though thou mayſt 
live by a Negative Religion, yet thou 
canſt not die by it, much leſs ſtand be- 
fore the Judgment-Seat of Chriſt with 


it. It's true, even ſuch a Religion is of 


high price with men, but if alone it's | 


abomination 1n the ſight of God. Rea- 
der, let me reaſon the caſe with thee ; 
In other things all are for fruitfulneſs in 
what is good : The Huſbandman would 
bave his ground fruitful in good Corn, 
ax well as empty of weeds, He would 
' have his Cattel labour, and do him ſer- 
y.ce, aud thinks it not enough that they 
are in the {table or fields and do him no 
hurt. The Maſter would haye- his Ser- 
b vant 


! 


' 


> 
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vant induſtrious in his Shop or Field,” or 

ſome way or other about his buſineſs, 
and is not pleaſed to ſee him fit (till all 
day, and forbear to purloin his Goods, 
or fight with his fellow Sergants. The 
Father who ſends his Child to School, 
would have him learn the Languages, 
and profit daily therein, and without 
this will not be ſatisfied to hear that his 
Child fits ſtill all day at School, learns 
no. Oaths or Blaſohomies , calls no 
Names, abuſes none of his Companions. 
And, Reader, why (ſhould God be conten- 
ted with thy harmleſneſs, when thou art 
barren and unprofitable ? Hath not God 
as much right to thee as thou haſt to thy 
Ground or Cattel ? and art not thou as 
much bound to God as thy Servant or 
Child is bound tothee? and why then 
ſhauld(t thou think to pur God off with 
thatin thy ſelf, which thou wilt not be 
put off with in thy ground, or Cattel,or 
Servant, or Child 2 Befides, I muſt tell 
thee thou art not harmleſs, if thou doſt 
no good, though thou liveſt not in the 
Commiſſion of groſs Evils. The Tree 
in the Garden that brings not forth good 
fruit is hurtful , though it bring not 
T 4 forth 
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forth evil fruit, partly becauſe it cum- 
bers the ground, | and takes up room to 
no purpoſe z partly becauſe it draws the 
moiſture of the earth to it, and fo hin+ 
ders the thaiving of thoſe Trees that are 
near it, who, but for them, would be 
more fruitful.So if thou neglecteſtwhat is 
good, though thou dolt no open ſcanda- 
lous evil, thou art miſchievous and hurt- 
ful in the place where thou liveſt. Thou 


'takeſt up the room of a Member that 


might be ſerviceable tro God and his 
Country. If thou wert gone, there 
might be one in thy Houſe, Place, Lodg- 
ing, kept and maintain'd by the Great 


Houf-keeper of the World, with the 


ſame Mercies with which thou hveſt, 
that ſhould adorn the Goſpel, glorike 
the Name off God, and edifhe the Souls 
of others; and doſt thou no harm then 
by hindring ſuch a one? Is not the 
Drone hurtful, which 1dleth all the day, 
and lives upon the Bees labour, and 
forceth them ſometimes to want, becauſe 
of her Theft?Is not the Wem in the Body 
hurtful, when it ſerves to'no uſe; yet 
ſucks away the nouriſhment from other 


parts of the Budy, Doth not that 


Faftor 


.” 
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FaQtor wrong the Maſter who imploys 
him, if he let his ſtock lie ſtill, though 
he do not waſte it in Riotouſneſs, and 


p Drunkenneſs, and Filthineſs, when the 
© Maſter might have had one 1n his place 
[2 who would have traded with it 3 and 
is ( probably ) have improved it to- his 
1- great advantage? Did ever any Mer- 
t- chant truſt a Servant with a ſtock to lie 
U by him ? Nay, is Nature it (elf content 
it with the removal of what is oppreſhve ? 
is doth it not long and breath after what 1s 
re perfefive > Is not the preſence of 
J- malum, what is evil, a burden 2 So the 
at abſence of hbonum, what is good, occation __ 
1 of complaint? There is ingrafted with- 
t, in us not only Bados, a depth of diſtaſt 
Ic againſt feared Evilsz; but alſo Hiatav, 
ls large defires after known Good. As 
en Nature, much more doth Religion call 
Ne men off what is bad, and provoke men 
F, to what is right, and juſt, and good. 

1d Reader, let me come up alittle cloſer 
ſe to thee; Whar 1s it that I am adviſing 
ly theeto? Isit any thing that is evil? If 
ct it be, reject and renounceit. Is it not to 


be good,and to do good? I will tell thee 


what I would defire of thee, and then , 
do 


do thou judge whether I adviſe thee. ag 
a Friend, or whether my | Counſel be 

worth hearkning toarno? - 
| 1. Take heed of external Omiſſions, 
If thou haſt been faulty herein , 1 
would adviſe thee. every day to mind 
Prayer, Scripture , watchfulneſs over 
thy Heart, Tongue, and Actions, dili- 
gence inthy Calling, faithfulneſs in thy 
Relations, and to do good to others as 
thou haſt opportunity, Hereby thou 
wilt acknowledge thy dependance on, 
and ſubliſtance by the bleſſed God, to 
whom thou art bound by millions of 
Obligations : Hereby thou wilt pro- 
cure his ProteQion of thy Perſon, Provi- 
fion for thy Family, and Benediction Qn 
thy Calling, and all thine Undertakings. 
And is this ut Counſel, to dire thee to 
the way how to procure his Favour 
: which can ſweeten the bittereſt Condi- 
tion, and turn the moſt loathſdme Priſon 
into a lovely Palace, and an Hell of miſe- 
ry into an Heaven of Mercy? Friend,dol 
adviſe thee for thy hurt, when I adviſe 
thee daily to walk and converſe with the 
bleſſed and glorious God? Is not his Law 
; worth obſerving, hisGlory worth advan- 
- ; J cing, 
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 inxegard of the matter of Duties. 
cing,and his Service worth minding,and | 
his Love worth accepting, when he can 
make thee miſerable or happy with a 
. | word, inan inſtant ; when thou and all 
1 {|} thou haſt are in his hand every moment, 
4 {| tobediſpoſed of for Good or Evil, al- 
x | together at his Pleaſure, when he can 
;.- | with the breath of his Noſtrils, with the 
y | blaſt ofhis Lips,with a glance of his Eye, 
s || ſend thee to Hell, where the Worm never 
a }* dieth, and the Fire never goeth out 2 
1, | Friend,conſiderit, Is it not good advice 
oO 
of 
Q- 


to wiſh thee to ſue and ſeek to him, to 
pray to and pleaſe himapon whom thine 
unchangeable Felicity or Miſery de- 
i- | pendeth, and who ſhall judge thee to 
n {| thine everlaſting ſtate of Life or Death ? 
s. | 1s it not good to have the King thy 
o | Friend? how many Pleaſures may he 
zr | dothee? and how many Favours may 
j- he beſtow on thee? But how much bet- 
in || ter 1s it to have the King of Kings thy 
e. | Friend? What Pleaſure 1s there which 
11 | hecannotdothee? what Favour which 
iſe | he cannot beſtow on thee? He can give 
ne | thee Earth, Heaven, Riches, Honours, 
Pleaſures, Life, Health, Food, Raiment, . 
Friends, Relations, his Day, his Word, 


his 


I 


1 
* 


his Ordinances, his Love, his Image, his 
Peace, his Joy, his Spirit, his Son, Him- 
ſelf; every Good, = Good, all Good. 
O how bleſſed is he that hath this God! 
But, Reader, would(ſt thou have all theſe 
without ſo much as aſking for them ? 
We fay, they are poor Favours that are 
not worth aſking. Sure I am, theſe 
Mercies are of more value than thine 


Underſtanding can conceive 3 and there- , 
fore mult deſerve more Prayers, and 


Tears, and Groans for them than thou 
art capable of giving. Do not any day, 
upon any pretence, omit to offer up thy 
Morning and Evening Sacrifices. Re« 
member, ſo often as thou negleCteſt 
Morning-Prayer , ſo often thqu art all 
the day naked, deſtitute of thy ſpiritual 
Guard, and expoſed to all manner of 
Evils and Enemies, and doſt fore-ſpeak 
thy ſelf an evil Day; and fo often as 
thou omitteſt Evening-Prayer, thou pre- 
ſumeſt upon fleep, and reſt, and ſafety, 
without God's leave, and fore-ſpeakeſt 
thy (elf an evil Night? What did Tho- 
was loſe by one Omiſhon. Jeſus appear- 
ed the firlt day of the week to his Diſci- 
ples, but Thomas, ſaith the Text, was 

- not 
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in regard of the matter of Duties. 
vot there, Joh. 20.24. But whatis the 
iſſue of this Omiſhon? traly , by his 
negle&ting this opportunity of confirm. 
ing his Faith, he falls intoa deſperate fit 
of Unbelief. When the Apoltles told 
him, That they bad ſeen the Lord, He pre- 
ſently anſwers , Except I ſhall ſee in bis 
bands the print of the Nails, and put my 
finger into the print of the Nails, and thruſt 
my hand into his ſide, Twill nat believe, 
Joh. 20. 24, 25- Ah what had become 
of Thomas, if infinite Majeſty had not. 
{tooped to recover him | - 

2. Take heed of internal Omiſlions. 
In the next place I adviſe thee to look 
ſeriouſly to the manner of thy perfor- 
mances , to be ſure that thou worſhip 
God with thy Heart and Afﬀedtions. 
This is the chief, and ſubſtance, and 
heart of thy Performances, according to 
which they ſhall be accepted or not. In 
all thy Addreſfes draw nigh to God with 
an humble Faith and Confidence, as to 
a Father, ready, able, and willing to 
ſupply all thy wants, and anſwer all thy 
Doubts, and to grant all thy Prayers 
and Deſires ; as alſo with a chearful re- 
verence and awfulneſs, as toa God infi- 
nite 
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tite in his Being, and in all bis Perfe&i- . 
ons, between whom and thee a pt ' 
worm there is an infinite diſtance. In | © 
every Duty, Let thy Faith in Chriſt,thy | 2 


Love to God, and thy Repentance 
from dead Works beexerciſed. Here. |} © 
by thy Duties will be more comfortable 
to thy ſelf. Men that perform Duties 
Im a round, out of cuſtom, or for faſhion- 
ſake, have no pleaſure therein, are back- | © 
ward to them, untoward at them, and 
carelefs after them. They cometo them |} *' 
with trouble, as to that to which their 
hearts have a reluftancy, and go from 4 
- them with joy, as from that which was F 
burdenſome and tedious to them. But F} 
when men pray with a fenſe of their c 
wants, and beg mercy, with hope in the 
blood of Chriſt, and have their love and || /* 
Joy adted in their Duties, how ſweetly | 7! 
do they come off ? nay, how pleafant 
are they in the very performance of 
them > Communion with God in them } - 
brings peace and'comfort indeed, Now, 
Reader , do I-adviſe thee to thy hurt, 
when I adviſe thee to the life of a Saint, 
to the life of an Angel ; to a life of love, 
and joy, and delight in the Father of 
Mercies, 


I 4 


in regard of the matter of Duties. Mp _ 
ji: | Mercies, and God of all Confſblations ? 
» Is not this Life the Suburbs, the 
mn | *Þe Firſt-fruits of the life of the Bleſſed, 
y | of the life of thoſe heavenly Courtiers, 
} | who bathe themſelves without intermiſ- 


q ſion in Springs of Joy, and in Rivers of 
le | Pleaſures? And by this care of thine 
» | about . the manner of performing thy 
+» | Puties,they will be the more acceptable 
|| to God. He command; the Heart, Prov. 
4 || 23-.26- delights in truth in the inward 


m || parts, Pſal. 51. and is nighto theme thit 
ir | £41 upon him in truth, Vial. 34. How 
h pleaſing wouldit be to thee to know thy 
ic | prayers and readings to be. pleaſing to 
* | God; Jer. 30.21. And I will cauſe bias 
to draw near and to approach. nnto me : 
« (1.e. with welcome and acceptance,) 

for whois this that engageth bis heart to 
approach unto: me 2: It thou bring thy: 
Y | Heart toa Duty, God will bring his Ear 
FN hear thee. ' 


In the proſecution of this Uſe, I ſhall, 


1 I firlt, lay-down ſome Arguments or Mo- 
" tives togaforce at. | 
, 2. Lay down the cauſe of theſe O- L 


"» | miſſions, which are fo frequent among 
us. FE 2.1 


3. Pre- 


. | id 


fn — Thepoſtivenſs of ow Rate 
3. Preſcribe ſomewhat for the Cure 
and Remedy thereof. 
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CHAP. XXX1V. 


Arguments againſt Omiſſions. . The poſitives 
meſs of our Rule, and of Gods Mer- 
cies. 


I Begin with the firſt, viz. The Argu- 
ments to: move us to mind politive 
uties. 1 
A 1. Conſider the Law which God | | 

hath givenusfor the Rule of our Lives, | « 
| ts both poſitive and negative; and | | 
therefore our Obedience. muſt be ſuch, J ] 
What need poſitive Precepts, but to re- | : 
quire poſitive Practices? .Single Prohibi- | f 
nons would have ſufficed for a negative 
Religion, The Law is boly, (inits Com- | «< 
mands that immediately concern God) }| t 
jui?, ( in what it commands concerning | * 
our Neighbours) and good, ( in what ir j 
commands concerning our ſelves Rom, 
7.12. Look tothe Moral Law, every 


negative command hath a we F 
Ept. Takethe Prophets Lip h 
+ ” peak 


"SPE 


© and of Cots Mercies, 
{peak in the Name of the Lotd, *and we 
ſhall find that they ſtill enjoyn Duty, as 
'; | well as forbid Sin, Dent, 12. 29. tb the 
if end. Take heed that thou be not ſnared by 
following, the Nations that are deitroyed 
before thee's, and that thon inquire not after 
e- | their gods, ſaying, How did theſe Nations 
= | ſerve their gods? even ſo will I do likes 

wiſe, Here is Sin forbidden: Bur mark 

alſo Duty is commanded; What thing 
u- | forever I command you, obſerije to do it : 
ve | thou ſhalt not idd thereto, nor diminiſh 
from it. Nay, a Copy of this Law both 
xd | poſitive and negative muſt be written 
es, | out by the Magiſtrate, that we might 6b- 
nd | ſerve it, and it was, alſo written in'a 
h. | Book by Moſes, and pat into the Ark, as 
re- | a witneſs againſt the 1/aelites, if they 
bi» | ſhould nor obſerve it, Dev. 31. 24, 25, 
ve | 26. Joſh ſucceeds Moſes in his Charge 
m- | overthe Jews, and in his Commands to 


4) | them both affirmatively and negatively 
ng F Cory 27. 7. Sampel tbllows after an 
tit 


peaks the ſame Language, Serve the 
Lord with, all your 7 jg 5 bim, and 
ſerve him in truth : Aud turn ye not” dfide, 
then ye ſhould go after vain things , 


y vain, 
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Shieh cattuot profit or deliver, for they Mt 


The poſttivencſs of o#t Rule, = 
vain, 1Sam. 1d. 20, 21," 24. | :David 
doth the like, Depart from evil, and do 
good, Plal. 34. 14. Solomon writes af. 
ter his Fathers -Copy in the very qualifi- 
cations of thoſe whom he intreats Mercy 
for. If they ſon, and afterward: bethink 
themſelves ; and tyrn, (i, e. from their 
fins,.)- and return wnto thee with all the 
Heart, and with all the Soul , then hear 
thou. from. Heaven , from thy. Dwelling: 
place, 2 Chron. 6. 3649 40.. Iſaiah calls 
on men not only to forlake their evil 
ways and evilthoughts, but alſo to re- 
turn uato the Lord; 1a. 55. 7. Jeremiah 
crieth to his people, Not #0 oppreſs the 
Stranger, the Fatherleſi, and the Widows ; 
and alſo throughly to execute Judgment be- 
tween 4 man and his Neighbour, Jer. 7. 
5, 6. Sd Ezekiel and the eſt of the Pro- 

hets ,- Ezek, 18, 21. Our Saviour in 

is Expoſition of the Law, doth forbid 
what 1s Evil, and comtmand what is 
Good, Matth..5. 43, 44. So Matth. 7. 
per tot. The Apoſtle St. Pax! commands 
Not fo be conformed to the World, there is 
the.Prohibition,5, byt to begransformed, 
by the renewing of our mind, proving what 
&. the good , and perfet}, and acceptable 
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| ind of Gods Mercies. '491 
will of God, there is the Precept, Rom. 
12.1,2, Again, Pat off the works of 

Darkneſs, put on the armour of Light. 

" Put off the old man, which is corrupt ac- 

y cording to his deceitful luis. And put on 

k the new man, which after God js created 

it in righteouſneſs, and true holineſs, Ephel. 

be &. 23, 24. Lye not one to another , bus 

@ ſpeak the truth. The Apoltle St. James 

& FF cells us, Religion conhilteth 1n Negatives 

ls and Poſitives alſo, James 1.21,22,26,27. 

At So St, Peter, 1 Petit. 14,15. 1 Pet.2.11,12. 

© ' St. Joh. 3.9, 10. Jude, verſ. 21, 22, 23« 

Thus we ſee through the whole Bible 

be | the Mind of God, by his Meſſengers; to 

#3 be Poſitive as well as Negatrve, and 

* F this Mind of his he hath ordained to be 
7+ F the rule of our Hearts and Lives; and 

O* F what ſhall we anſwer when we'ſhall be 
n ' called to an account for our Difobedi- 

id | ence? To what purpoſe isa Rule, it ut 
Ss F be not followed? and to what end is 
7- '} the Penalty denounced againſt the Uns 

ds F podly, if it benot executed ? 

: 1 This is the Voice of the Law of God, 

d, | and therefore, Reader, cither thou muſt 

at N berake thy (elf to practical godlineſs, or 

£If: difown the Scriptures for thy rule 
- » F. a. _- 
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, ſhall be judged, fo is this Law, Jeb. * 


and ſquare, Thy Duty muſt (at leaſt 
in thy defires and cndeayours ) carry 
ſome proportion to thy ſtandard and 
rule, or elſe thy Religion is a meer 
cypher, and ſignifieth nothing, 

So far as the belt come ſhort of the 
Law they fin, 1 Job. 5. 3. Sim is a tranſ- 
greſſion of the Law. And that becauſe 
the Law is given to him as a rule of Life, 
God hath therefore qualified it with the 
—_— of a Rule: 1, A Rule muſt 
.be perfect, and not detective, not redun- 
dant; The Law of the Lord is perfe&,Plal. 
I9,.7. 2. A Rule muſt be plain, not 
dark 3 All ber ways are plain to him that 
—— 3. A Rule muſt be pub- 

and known, otherwile 1t's a {nare 
tointrap men. God hath proclaimed his 
Law; The Command is not hidden from 
thee, eor far off, Leut. 30. 11. It's not 
in Heaven, that thou ſbouldit ſay, Who 
ſhall go up for ws thither\ and fetch it thence, 
#hat we may. hear it, and do it s Nar be- 
yond the Seas. But the Word is very nigh 
*nto thee, in thy month, and in thy heart, 
( 12, 13, 14, verſes,” that thou mayſt do 
thew. 4. ARuleis that by which men 


” C _ 


, and of Gods Aferties, 
48. The Word that I have Jpoken, the ſame 
ſhall judge you at the lai} _ 

2. The Mercies of God to thee are 
er ſitive as well as privativez and why 
uld not thy Duty be ſuitable to the 

he | Divine Bounty. God is not only a 

v/- | Shield to defend thee from evil in thy 

ue Body , in thy Soul, in thy Perſon, in 

te, Þ thy Relations ; in thine Out-goings and 
he F in thine Incomings , by Night and by 
uſt Þ Day, at all times, and in all places; but 

10- be ts allo a Sun to refreſh thee with 

lal. Y good, with temporal good, Food, Rai- 

10t F ment, Friends, Relations,Sleep, Liberty, 

bat Y Wealth, eſteem in the World , &c. 

ab- } With fpiritual good, with Sabbaths , 

are F Scriptures, Sacraments, ſeaſons of Grace, 

bis Þ with the tenders of Pardon, and Peace, 

rom | and Adoption, and eternal Salvation , 

ot } upon excellent and equitable , terms. 

VhoÞ And what reaſon can we give why our 

«ce, | Obedience ſhould not bear a proportion 
be-F] to his Beneficence. He is 4 Sun and a 

vighY Shield, and gives Grace and Glory, and 

art, with-holdeth no good things from them 

t do that walk wprightly, Plal. 84. 


meny - Shall God with-hold no good thing © 1 
12H from thee, and canſt thou fin in-chy 
48. V3 heart 


The poſitiveneſs of our Rule, 
heart to deny the doing of any good 
thing for him ? Is his Bounty of ſo large 
an extent, as to' comprehend proteCction 
from all Evil, and the fruition of- all 
good? and muſt thy Duty be fo narrow 
and icanty, asif he did not deſerve fo 
much as he requireth? Is it honeſt- to 
receive or buy in by one Meaſure, and to 
return and ſell out by another? Divers 
Weights and ' divers Meaſures , both of 
them are abomination t9 the Lord. 

A Weight and a Weight,a Meaſure and 
a Meaſure, one to buy with that's large, 
another to fell with' that 1s leſs; I only 
aliude to it. It's abominable for thee 
to receive of God by the largeſt mea- 
ſure, and to return to him by the leaſt, 
Reader, if thou- art born of God, and 

nilty of theſe partial temporary Omil- 

s, conſider it ſcrioutly, let ingenuity 
plead for God. When he firſt wrought 
upon thy Soul, he did not only tranſlate 
thee out of the Kingdom of Darkneſs, 
but alſo bring thee into the Kingdom of 
his dear Son. | He drd-not only turn thee 
from Satan, but allo cauſe thee to return 
to himſelf. He brought thee out of a 


ſtate of Wrath, and brought thee yk a 
416 ks. | ; 
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and of Gods Mercies. 
ſtate of Loveand Favouf, 1 Pet. 2.9, He 
redeemed thee from thoſe Encmies 
which had carried thee Captive, Sin, 
Satan, Death, Hell, Roms. 6. 11. Fpbeſ.2. 
3, 4. Heb. 2, 2 Tim. 1.9, 10, 1 Theſſ. 1. 
wlt, But this is not all, he hath alſo 
brought thee into the gloriows liberty of the 
Children of God, 1 7 12. 1 Joh. 3.1. 
He hath delivered thee from this preſent 
evil World, ( that its affrightments, its 
allurements, that all its power and polt- 
cy ſhall not be able to deſtroy thee, ) 
but this is not all, he hath made thee an 
Heir of a better World. Of a Child of 
the Devil, thou art made a Child of God, 
of aSlave to ſin, a Citizenof Sion 3 nay,, 
he doth not only free thee from damna- 
tion, and the curſe of the Law ; but al- 
ſo give thee the bleſſing of eternal life in 
and with himſelfamong his innumerable 
Company of Angels, and the Congre- 
ation of the Firſt-born. Now, Reader, 
judge whether it be not very difingeni- 
ous to receive from God all "forts of 
Mercies, and to give to God not nalf the 
Duties we owe to him. How canſt thou 
mete to God one meaſure, and expect 
from him another ? Friend, God doth not 
| V 4 put 
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Cbriit purchaſed poſitive | 


put thee off with half-Happineſs; and 


why ſhouldſt thou put him oll with half- 


_ Holineſs? 
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CHAP. XXXV. 


Arguments againſt Omiſſions. Chriſt pur- 
chaſed poſitive as well as negative Ho- 
lineſs , and our Priviledges oblige to 
both. | 


3, Onfider Chriſt died to purchaſe 

politive as well as negative 
godlineſs for men ; and wilt thou dif- 
appoint him of the Fruits of his Death ? 


Indeed, if it had been poflible for him to 


have bought mans deliverance from fin, 
without the re-impreſſion of Gods 
Image on theSoul, he had been but half 
a Saviour,, and made us at the moſt but 
half happy : But according to the Apo- 
(les k 4. he ſaves perfectly, or to the 
utmoſt, wpon. all accounts, and in all 
relpeRs, Heb. 7. 25. and in order there- 
unto, bought man off from fin, and un- 
to the Service of God. He redeems us 
from fin; We are redeemed, faith the 
© AEBS Apoltle, 


5 well as negative Holineſs, - 

Apoſtle, from our vain Converſation ve- 
ceived by tradition from our Fathers. Not 
with corruptible- things, as Silver and 
Gold, but with the precious blood of Chriſt, 
45 of a Lamb without ſpot and blemiſb,1 Pet. 
I, 17, 18, 19. He redeems allo unto 
his own Service, Chap. 3. ver y of 
the ſame Epiſtle, He ſuffered, t or 
the Vnjuſt, pes por rg 
that we might dic to ſm; and he died, 
that we might live to God. He ſuffered, 
to bring us off from our curſed loath- 
ſome Lufts ; and he ſuffered, to bring us 
tothe Fear, and Love, and Service of 
the blefled and glorious Lord. We 
have both theſe ends of our Saviours 


 Sufferings mention'd in Tit. 2. 14. Who 


gave himſelf (his Death is called a giving 
himſelf, becaule it was voluntary, and a 
freewill Offering ) for as, ( here is his 
Paſton 3 but what ends had/he in his 
eye? truly both theſe, ) that he might 
redeem us from all Iniquity, ( make usne- 
gatrvely religious, in freeing us from the 
bondage of in) and purifie u#to himſelf 
a, peculiar people zealows of good works 
1, e. make them-poſitively holy. None 
are purified without poſitive qualifica- 

#56, tions, 
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Cbrift purchaſed poſitive 


tions, and gracious habits in the Soul. 


Fo be purified unto himſelf, 1s to be 
thus qualified for the honour and ſervice 
of Chriſt. And to make it more plain, 
the Apoltle tells us, To purifie unto him- 
ſelf a peculiar people, ( a people that ſhall 


_ difown all other Lords, and all other 


Work, and ſhall be his Servants , and 
do his Work only, ) zealows of good 
works. He did not die only to make 
men good, and to enable men to do 
good; but alſo to cauſe them to do 
good with heat, and heart, and fervency 
of Spirit. Nay, it is evident, that to 
make men poſitively pious, was the main 


and __ end of his Paſſion; and that 


his delivering us from (in, was only in or- 
der to this,to his adorning us withSancti- 
ty. As4 man cannot put on new Robes 
eill he hath firſt put off hisold Rags, fo 
4 man cannot put on the new man, the 
beautiful Image of the heavenly, till he 
hath put off the old man, the abomina- 
ble Image of the earthly Adam, Luke r. 
74,75- We are delivered out of the hands 
of onr Enemies, that we ſhould ſerve him 
in holineſs and righteonfmeſ all the days of 
onr lives. He plougheth up the fallow 

ground 


W11W 


4s well as negative Holineſs." 
ground of the Heart,and kills the weeds 
of fin, in order to the caſting 1a the ſeed 
of Grace into the Soul. 

Now, Reader, conſider, if Chriſt died 
to purchaſe poſitive Holineſs for thee 3 
what hope canſt thou have of an intereſt 
ia his Death without it ? Canſt thou 
think he bought one for thee without 
the other, or that thou maylt be a partial 
ſharer in his Death? And what wilt 
thou do without an intereſt in his Suf- 
ferings? Except he waſh thee in his 
blood, thou haſt no part in him; and if 
thou haſt no part in him, thy part, muſt 
be among Devils and damned Spirits. 
Again, wilt thou by thy Omiſfions deny 
and deprive Chriſt of that Service, 
which he hath bought ſo dearly ? 'Alas, 
how little is it that thou art able to do 
for him, when thou doſt all thou canſt! 
And how much did that coſt him? what 
pangs and throws did he bear? what 
rage from men ? what wrath from God ? 
how did he wraſtle with the Frowns and 
Fury, with the Power and Policy of the 
World and Hell > And after all this, 
doſt thou grudge him that poor Service, 
for which he was hungry, and _— 

| an 


| Chriſt parchaſed poſitive 
_ and weary, and tempted, and betrayed, 
and crucified > Whether we live, ſaith 
the Apoſtle, we live to the Lord ; whether 
we die, we die to the Lord : whether we 
live or die, we are the Lords. To this end 
Jeſu died and roſe again, that he might be 
Lord both of the Dead and Living, Rom, 
14. 7, 8. Thou wouldlt take it ill thy 
ſelf to be denied the Service of that, for 
which thou haſt ſo dearly paid. O think 
of it, when thou art guilty of Omiſli- 
ons in the matter or manner of Duties, [I 
now rob Jeſus Chriſt of that which he 
boyght with his moſt precious blood, 
and let him fee. the travail of his Soul 
upon thee, and be ſatisfied. 

4. Conſider the Priviledges thou en+ 
joyeſ call aloud upon thee to mind po- 

ve Holineſs, and to do good as well 
as to forbearevil. Iam ſure thy Privi- 
ledges are —_ and fo ſhould thy 
Piety be. What is the Goſpel but a 
Cabinet of precious Jewels, a River of 
hving water, a Caſe of the richeſt and 
coltheſt Cordials, a Counterpart of 
Heavens eternal Court-Rolls, concern- 
ing the Philanthropy, or kindneſs of God 
to Mankind, wherein-are all forts of 
bleſfings 
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as well 44 negatitle Holineſs. 

bleſſings for Body and Soul ir every 
condition treafur'd up. The enjoyment 
of it is a ſpecial ſingular Priviledge, the 
Miniſtration of the _— 2 Cor. 3.8, 9. 
The Miniſtration of Righteouſneſs far 
above the Legal Mimittration. The 
Pſalmiſt tells us, The Laws God gave ts 
the 1ſraclites were a Hacks Eg 
ing Mercy 3 He ſbeweth his Word wnte 
Jacob, his Statutes and his Judgments wn- 
to Iſrael : He hath not dealt ſo with every 
Nation 3 as for his Judgments they baye 
not knowa them, Pſal. 147. 19, 20. Bur 
his Goſpel-Diſpenſation is an hi 

greater Favour. wp © 
Goſpel-Priviledge call tor? - 
tive as well as negative godlineſs, The 
Grace of God ( the Goſpel is fo called, 
becaule it declares it rous, 2 Tim. 1..40. 
and intereſts us in it as an IMrument 
thereof, KRom,1,16.) which bringeth 8al- 
vation, ( which proclaimeth Life upon 
holy Conditions ) #eacbeth wr, that den 
ing all ungodlineſi, and worldly | 
( Commitſions againſt the firſt and fe- 
_ Table , but that -is not Þa £- we 
ſhould live righteouſly, ſoberly, 

( righteoully roy ugh rg Fro ag: 


rela- 


302 Chriſt parchaſed poſitive 
relation to our ſelves, y in the Di- 
ties that concern God, ) . i this preſert 
evil world. - The Goſpel allows of Omif- 
fions no more than the Law, and is ſo- 
far from indulging men in fin, becauſe 
it hath mercy for the penitent Sinnef, 
that it addeth ſtronger Obligations to 
Obedience, and threatneth more ſevere 
condemnation to the Diſobedient, 2 Cor. 
5:15,16. Heb. 10. Again, the Pro- 
miſes which have in their bowels all the 

ood of Heaven and Earth, all the 
leſlings of this Life and a better, which 
are as much worth as both worlds, r Tim. 
4.8. which . are exceeding great (in 
their quantity ) and precious; (in their 
quality) 2 Pet. I. 4. and the peculiar 
portion of Gods own Children, Heb. 6. 
17.. who are the only Heirs of them,and 
all otheſtrangers to them; and there- 
fore\miſcrable, and in an hopele and 
deſperate Condition. Theſe Promiſes 
are ſo far from excuſing or exempring 
from theſe poſitive Duties, that they 
. engazze us the more firmly to them , 
2 Cor. 7.1. Having therefore, dearly be- 
loved, theſe Promiſes, (that God will be 
our Father , we ſhall be his Chil- 
: | dren, 
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. © as well as megative Holineſs. 
dren., Oc: Chap. 6. wverſ. 18.) let w 
cleanſe our ſelves from all pollutions of 
Fleſþ and $pirit, (but this is not all) and 
perfe# holineſs in the fear of God. The 
Promiſes do not only bind to Purity, but 
alſo to Proficiency therein, till we come 
to perfeition z And perfed holineſs in the 
fear of God. The Covenant of Grace, 
which is a Mine of unſearchable Riches, 
a Book wherein every leaf, nay every 
line ſpeaks Love and Life 3 which cog- 
tains more mercy in it (even the bound- 
leſs God) than Heaven and Earth are 
able to contain 3 this requires poſitive as 
well as negative holineſs, Dent. 26. 17: 
nay it engageth for both, Ezek. 36. 25. 
From all your Idols and from all your filthi- 
neſs will Tcleanſe you : But more than this, 
26,27,verſes, T will take away your heart of 


ſtone,and give you a beart of fleſh. T will put 


mySpirit into you,and ye ſhall keep my Com- 
mandments, and do them. So that all theſe 
Priviledges are to no purpole, if we be 
not provoked by them to do good, and 
Ti” a the Duties which are th&Bon- 
ditions of them. Reader, think of if, why 
ſhould God give thee Precepts, to di- 
ret thee about the matter and {pnnce 
- © 


of performing thy Duties and Promiſes, 
. to encourage thee to diligence and 
faithfulneſs therein, if thou mayſt live 
in the Omiſhon of them? Surely ſuch 
infinite coſt calls for ſome great care and 
conſcienciouſneſs in thy Converſation. 


Might not God by virtue of his Domi.. - 


nion over thee, as grand Proprietor of 
the Univerſe, have required this at thine 
hands? but when he is ſo gracious as to 
ſae'to thee, and to allnre thee, and ſeek 
to draw thee by ſuch Cords of love, 
wilt thow ſtand out and deny him? O 
bluſh for ſhame, that rhou haſt neglefted 
ſo long the wooings, and beſeechings, 
and intreaties of ſuch a glorious Goſpel, 
and ſuch precious Promiſes, and ſuch an 
ineſttmable Covenant ! The greater 
the Charge God is at with thee, the 
_— ef wo _— _ doſt 

im. ere the ground is well dung- 
ed, *7 dreſſed, and watered, and m4 
nured, a greater Crop expected by the 
Hatbendavan, I muſt tell ve Friend, 


that thou wilt one day find, That to whom | 


, wmch is given, of him much will-be re- 
quired, (Luke 22. 48. ) and that God 
Expedts Returtis anſverable to thy Re- 
ceipts, 

& 


| o» * Tf ” 
. gi , af | wha 4 IT #4 
+ 


Rory” 3". 


| TT. F, "A | - alt w_ 
 - Elvift perebaſed Poſitive | *, | 


By 


gg” OY g-. YA HET" 


NY »75 5 5 S—, Bo We 


1d- 


Li 


BQKTR 


ROO wy. 


Argument! againſt Omiſſions. 
ceipts: Donot imagine, as ſome vain- 
ly have done, that the bare enjoyment 
of theſe Priviledges will fave thee; I 
muſt tell thee, and that from Gods own 
mouth, they will be fo far from it, that 
they will make Hell fire the hotter for 
thee, and much deepen thine eternal 
condemnation , Matth. 11. 21, 22, 234 
Jer. 7« 3, 4+ Amend your ways and your 
doings, and truſt not in lying words, ſays 
ing the Temple of the Lord, the Temple of 
the Lord, the Temple of the Lord are theſe, 
Such Priviledges without poſitive- boli- 


neſs do but uſher men to an hotter 
Hell. | 


— 


CHAP. XXXVT 


Arguments againſt Omiſſions. We pros 
feſs our ſelves Gods Servants, and all 
our Religion will come to nothing 
without poſitive holineſs. 


J; Onſider you are the profecfled 
Servants of God, and will you 


not do your Maſters bufineſs? You are. 


baptized in the Name of the Fathery 8on, 
X and 
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Arguments againſt Omiſſions. 
and Holy Ghoſt ; you own your Baptiſm, 
by your attendance on God ( though 
but ſometimes ) in publick Ordinances, 
You wear the Livery of Chriſt before 
the World, and it any ak you, what 
you are? you ſay a Chriffan; or whoſe 
ou are ?, you ſay you belong to Jeſus 
Chriſt. And, Friend, will you pretend 
to be Gods Servant, and neglect his bu. 
fineſs ? This is but to put'a mock and 
cheat upon him ; like him in the Goſpel, 
who when he was bid go work in the 
Vineyard, faid, 7go, but went not. If 1 
be a Maſter, where is your ſear, Mal. 1. 7, 
If God be your Maſter, where 1s your 
fear of diſpleaſing him, either by neg- 
leting what he enjoyns, or doing what 
he forbids; , True, Servants are not at 
their own, but at their Maſters pleaſure 
and diſpoſal, as the Centurions Sou'!di- 
ers, when the Maſter ſaith, Go, they go, 
when: he faith, Come, they come; when 
he ſaith, Do this, they doit, Matth. 8. 9, 
The Redeemer himſelf, when he took 
bpon him the form of a Servant, and be- 
came foto his Father, Phil. 2.7. 1/a. 53. 
To. did not what he himſelf would: 7 
came not to do mine own will, but the will 
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Hrettments «2 4inft Oniiſſiont: 
of bim that ſent me, Joh. 6. 38. Ant a 
the Father gave me Commandment, ſo dp T, 
Joh. 14.31. And to ſhew his faithfnls 
neſs in that relation, when he came to 
die, he rells his Father, '7 have glorified 
thee on the Earth, and finiſhed the work 
thou haſt given me todo, Joh. 17. Nay, 
the very irrational and inanimate Crea? 
tures are the Servants of God, and as 
ſuch do him poſitive ſervice, The P/aN 
miſt ſpeaks of the Heavens ang the 
Earth, with the Creatures theretn. 'All 
are thy Servants, at thy beck and bid- 
ding, at thy call and conmiand,” pſat. 
119.91, If thou ſpeak to the Sun, ir 
riſcth not; if thou ſpeak again, it will 
ſtand ſtill ; if thou ſpeak a third time; 
it will move faſter or flower, whick thou 
pleaſeſt. | 
If thon commandeſt the Stars, they 
will fight in their courſes againſt thine 
Enemies, and ſerve thee faithfully after 
their manner, as their Lord of Hoſts, * © 
Nay, thoſe Creatures which ' feet 
moſt ſtabborn and rebellious, bring _. 
Gods Servants , are pliable ' to ts 
pleaſure,” Fire, and Hail, and form) 
Winds , fulfil bis Word, Pal. 148.0. - 
v1 X 2 Keader, _ 


- 
L: AY ®... = 


4 © go8 Argaments againſt 0wifſiens. 


Reader, what doſt- thou think of theſe 
examples , thou ſceſt the Higheſt, the 
Heir of all things, when he became his 
Servant, did his Will and Work , for 
thee fulfil'd all righteouſnes, and went 
about doing good, AF.10.And thou ſeeſt 
the loweſt Beings, Gods Servants, do not 
only forbear doing evil, but after their 
manner, analogically they do good,and 
poſitively , ſerve God ; and wilt thou 
content thy ſelf with a bare forbearance 
of what is evi], and be ſhamed by inani- 
mate Creatures, who according to their 
natures in their places do good. Why 
doſt thou call thy ſelf a Chriſtian, it 
thou wilt not follow the pattern of 
Chriſt? and how canſt thou proteſs thy 
ſelf Gods Servant, if thou wilt not do 
him Service? Know ye not , ſaith the 
Apoltle, that to whom ye yield your ſelves 
Servants to obey, bis Servants ye are to 
whonr ye obey, Rom. 6.16, Either obey 
Gad as a Servant ought, or diſown him 
to be thy Maſter. Can he be faid tobe 
thy Servant, who neglets thy work, 
though he do thee no miſchief ? Ano- 
ther mans Servant 1n this reſpe& may as 
properly be aid to be thine; for as he 
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Arguments again(t Omiſſions. 
minds not thy bulinefs,” {6 he doth thee 
no prejudice. I muſt = plainly to 
thee 3 if thou alloweſt thy felF in. 

Omiſfions, thy praftices give the lye& tb 
thy profeſſion, and thou art the Devils 
Servant, though thou weareſt Gods Li- 
very. TI ſhallend this Head, with com- 
mending to thee the counſel of Chriſt; 


' Tow call meLord and Maſter, and thou ſzyeſt 


well, for ſoTam. If Ithen your Lord and 
Mafter have waſhed your - feet, and gowe 
about doing good, how much more ſhould 
you my Servant. | "_ 
6. Confider all your Religion is nd- 
thing, and will come to nothing, if you 
live m the neglect of Gods poſtive Wil, 
And will yon deny your felf once anfl 
again in forbearing many things that 
would delight and gratifie your Fleſh, 
and poſſibly incur the anger of your 
pro hw e097 , for not _ 
with them to the ſame exceſs of riot, a 
then loſe all for want of doing what is 
commanded thee. - Wonldſt not thou 
think him a fooliſh Huſbandman, that 
ſhould take*care for the caſting out'rhe 
ſtones, and plucking up the weeds ogt 
of his ground, and rhen' loſe all his coft 
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and;pains for; want .of ſowing jt with 
Joc Fed Woulaig oor vexadcrivener, 
Atjes he had taken much pajns, and (| 
"much time about a Pg Deed, or Gon 
veyance, after. he had. taken great care 
ta write it. fair, without any blots, 
to he forced to write all over again, for 
tas.omiflion of ſome material paſſage in 
it?* The Apoſtle writes to the Ele& 
Lady. 2 Johb.1-8. Look to your ſelves that 
We, Joſe not thoſe things which we have 
\ [aug it, lat that we receive 4 full remard. 
If be that doth not perſcyere in well- 
finger 7 deprive himſelf of all the 
,benefit..of his good deeds which he hath 
already donez. what benefit can they 
;expet, who never began to do good? 
How can their good works follow them 
tatheir comfort, into the other World, 
Who never didany?. Or how.can God 
Regiſter their Prayers, and Watching, 
and Faltings, and Weepings for Sin, 
and as of Devotion in his Book of Re- 
membrance, who never minded them, 
Rev. 14. 13. Mak. 3. 7. Chriſt tells us, 
Behald I come quickly, and my reward is 
with me, to gin 10 every man according to 
bis Works, Revy./22..12. Now, Ran, 
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Arguments ageinſt Omiſſionr. , Tt, : 


th | if thou contenteſt thy ſelf imthine OmiC 
T, 8 fions, what Works haſt thou for Chriſt 


nt F to reward? all the reward of a nega- 
» | tive Holineſs is but a cooler Hell, and, 
re |- God knoweth, that is ſmall comfort; 
s, Thou haſt no work of Faith, or labour 
or | of Love, or patience of Hope, or fer- 
in  vency in Prayer, or breathings and 
xt. longings after conformity to, and com-» 
at FF munion with the bletſed God for Chriſt 
ve to Record and Reward. The Holy 
rd. Ghoſt when he tells us, Thet God will 
Il-Y render to every man according to his deeds, 
he Y preſently ſubjoyns, To them who by pati- 
th ent continuance in well-doing ( i. e. poſt 
ey | tive Holineſs, ſeek for Glory, nnd Ho+ 
dl moxr, and Immortality, everlaſting life, 
mi Rom. 2.6, 7. Virtutis eſs magis honeſta 
d, agere quam mon turpia, as he ſaid well. 
od F It's rather the property of Virtue to do 
vs, 8 things laudable, than not to do things 
na, # loathſome. 
C- A negative Chriſtian in Gods account 
m, is no Chriſtian; and though he may 
us, } ſtand for ſomewhat among men ( that 
* | areno better than himſelf) yet he is a 
to} meer Cypher in the account of God. 
God ſecth that as he is not. outwardly 
| X 4 bad, 
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Arguments 4g4inſt Omiſſions. 
bad, ſo he is not inwardly good; and 
that he is at a greater diſtance from 
Piety» than-from Prophaneneſs, and he 
looking molt to the heart and bent 
thereof, Pſal,51.7. 1 8am.15. mult needs 
loath a filthy unclean Conſcience under 
a fair civil Converſation. 

A Tree may be full of Vermine, when 
the green Jeaves may hide them from 
the cycs of men, So the vermine of 
Pride, and Unbelicf, and Hypocrilie, 
may crawl in thy Heart, though thy 
civility may hide them from tho fight or 
fuſpicion of thy fellow Creatures. We 
lay, All is not Gold that gliſters,much lels 
is ſhining: civility fincere ſanity. The 

es who obeyed ſome. of Gods Laws, 

cauſe they lived in the wiltul breach 
of others, are ſaid to have done nothing 
of ali his Commands, Jer. 32.23. And 
they came in, and poſſeſſed it ( i. e. the 
Land of Canaan) but they obeyed not thy 
Voice, nor walked in thy Law : They have 
done nothing of all that thou commandedſi 
them to do. It ſeems ſtrange that the 
Indictment ſhould run ſo high, as to ac- 
cule them of tlic breach of every Law, 
and the neglect pt every polizive Pre- 

; cept ? 
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| cept 2? ſurely the Jews offer'd Sacrifice, 

i £9 circumciſed their Children, kept the 

2 Paſsover, obſerved their new Moons and 

t Sabbaths, and did many things which 

$ God commanded them todo; and yet 

r here they are charged to do nothing 
that God commanded them to do. 

a Truly, becauſe they had not a conſcien- 


N cious eye to every known Duty , but 
ff allowed themſelves in the Omithon of 
by ſome, God reckons that they obey'd 
y him in none, and deals with them as if 
N: they had done nothing of all that he 
e commanded them. Now, Reader , if I 
ls they who perform ſome politive Duties, 
ie are counted by God as performing none, 


s, if they wilfully negle&t any, what a 
h _ nothing will God reckon thy Re- 

igion, if it be wholly negative, with- 
out any poſitive Obedience at all. 
he Though braſs Coin be not fo bad as Lea- 
hy thern , yet not being ſo good as Sil- 


” 
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ve ver, it's little accounted. Though thou 
iſt art not as bad as the ſcandalous, yer it 
he thou art not as good as the truly pious 
Cs God will not eſteem thee. For what 1s 


w, highly eſteemed of men, may be anab 
mination in the fight of God, | 
. Reader,” 


- 
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Arguments againſt Omiſſions. 

Reader, weigh this Argument; would(t 
thou loſe all the pains thou takeſt to 
forbear what is evil? art thou contented 
to work all thy days at the Labour-1n- 


| yain 2? Canſt thou be ſatisfied that thy 


negative Religion ſhould be counted at 
the Great Day a Nullity, or no Religi- 
on at all? Little doſt thou think how 
deep it will cut thy heart to find thy ci- 
vility judged by God himſelf to be but 
varniſhed Heatheniſm, or gliſtering Im- 
piety. The young man who was more 
than a meer negative Chriſtian, thought 


& - his condition ſafe and ſound ; but when 
Chriſt diſcover'd him infincere, he went 


away as heavily as he came to him haſti- 
ly. Probably thy hopes are great ; butl 
muſt tcll thee, thy diſappointment will 
be the more grievous ; when thou ſhale 
find thy ſelf | ur) and that thou haſt ? 
all thy life long been a labourious Loy- 
terer, and done nothing. The greater 
nie thine expe&ation had,and the higher 
thy hope was, the more bruiſing will thy 
fall be, and the heavier thy heart for 
ever. 


CHAP. 
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Arguments againſt Omiſſions. God de- 
ſerves our poſitive Obedience before all 
others ;. and true Santification can- 
not be withont it. 


7: 


ſitive Obedience -as well as 
your Negative. Friend ,if God hath 
thy negative Obedience , ſome other 
hath thy polative, ( for I cannot ſuppoſe 
thee idle all the time of thy life ) either 

the Devil, or the World, or the Fleſh: 

Man cannot live without a Maſter, whoſe 

work and buſineſs he will do.' Now let 

thy Conſcience. judge which of theſe 
s deſerves thy Service beſt. If as Alex- 
auder ſaid (when asked of his King- 
doms , who ſhould: inherit them after 
his death, ) Let thene be given'to the moſt 
worthy. Thou wilt for the future give 
thy Afictions and Converſation- to the 
molt worthy, I doubt not but thou wilt 
quickly give them to God. For the 
Devil, ſurely thou wilt not for ſhame =-_ 
' him 


(fare God deleryes your po- 
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God deſerves owr poſitive Obedience / 
him in compoſition with God. Is not 
he an old Serpent, ſolicitous night and 
day with his wiles, and ſnares, and de- 


. vices, todeceive thee? And is not he a 


roaring Lion, ſeeking continually how 
he may devour thee ?: 2 Cor. 11: 3. Eph. 
6. 11, Rev. 12. 9. TPet. 5.8. Is not 
his emnity ſuch againſt God, that he 
hates thee for his ſake, and improves all 
his power and policy to bring thee to be 
a partaker of the4 ſame miſery- and 
wretchedneſs with himſelf? and is he 
fit to be thy Maſter ? Art thou willing 
to be his Servant? yet I muſt tel} thee, 
if thou wilfully negleCtelt the work of 
God, thou art of thy Father the Devil, 
if the Devil and his works thou doſt, Joh. 
8.44. And remember, the Redeemer had 
not died to ſubdue the Devil to us, if it 
had not been eruel bondage for man to 
be enſlaved to him, Heb. 2. 

For the world, what is in it that ſhould 
deſerve thy ſervice? I am ſure God 
made the World for thee, and not thee 
for the World ; and theend is more ex- 
cellent than the means: God made the 
World to ſerve thee, and not thee to 
ſerve the World. Isit Riches that thou 

| payelt 
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before all others... ' ' 
payeſt thy Homage to? Ah how infinite- 
ly inferior are they to thy ſpiritual Soul | 
Is it not arare lovely ſight to ſee a noble 
Heaven-born immortal Spirit truckle , 
and bow, and ſubmit, and be a drudge 
and ſlave to white and yellow duſt, to 
the guts and garbage of the Earth? Is 
not this a fine fight thinkſt thou, for thy 
Love and Deſires, and Joys and De- 
lights, like Moles to be grovelling in 
the Earth, when high and noble Objets 
worthy of them are always before thee 
expecting them ? 

Or is it the Honour of the World 
which thou adorelt? Doſt thou know 
what an Idol thou haſt ſet up in thine 
heart? A Vapor, a Wind, the ſtink- 
ing breath of a company of ignorant 
vile people, who underſtand nothing of 
true worth or excellency. Where 1s' 
this ? or what 1s this God whom thou 
worſhippeſt? a faſhion, -xzue Þ 7p, 

I Cor. 7. 3I. a mathematical Figure, * 
ſomewhat in ſhew, nothing in ſubſtance, 
garmin, a fancy, AG. 25.23. that hath 
an exiſtence 1n the brain, but no where 
elſe. Ir's as an ecchoto the Ear, which 
is a voice, a buz, a hum, and no now 
| | t's 


$7 God deſerves onr poſitive Obedience 
 Tr'sas a Pifhure to the Eye, which hath 
ſome ſhape,” but no life. In brief, ho- 
nour of the World is fo poor, 1h pitiful, 
ſo inconfiderable a thing , th#t a wiſe 
man would not give a farthing for it. 

Or is it Pleaſure, that bewitching 
Bait, that ſugred Poiſon , which hath 
caught and kill'd many ? Thou knoweſt 
not what thou doſt, when as the Apoſtle 
faith, Thox ſerveit divers Iuits and plea- 
fares, ( Tit. 3.2, 3.) reckoning 1t as 
the miſery of man by nature. What 1s 
this pleaſure, but the ſatisfaction of thy 
ſenſes; and the delight thou haſt therein, 
which the Beaſts may enjoy above thee. 
Let Conſcience judge, are brutiſh Plea- 
fures worthy to domineer and bear ſway 
over a mind that is large enough to 
graſp both Worlds, and an heart capable 
of the Joys and Pleafures of glorious 
and bleſſed Angels? Reader, if the 
World were worthy to be thy Maſter, 
or its Treaſures, or Honours, or Plea- 
ſures, did deſerve thy Service, the Re- 
deemer might have fpared his pains and 
paſhon , when he gave himſelf to this 
preſent evil World, Gal. 1. 4. 

Or is it the Fleſh thou art fo fond of ? 
why, 


before all others, 
why, that's but a poor piece; it's de- 
ceitful, and will cozen thee, Jer. 17.9. 
It hath ſuch a depth of deceit 1n it, that 
neither thou nor any other Creature can 
fadom it. And 1sit good to bea Ser- 
vant to ſo treacherous a Maſter? it's 
dying, and will forſake thee, Pſal. 73. 
25, It muſt ſhortly be laid in the duſt, 
become food for Wormsz nay, be 
turn'd into duſt. And canſt thou think 
this clod of Clay , this lump of 
Earth, this fink of Filthineſs , this re- 
ceptacle of crawling Vermine, a fit 
Maſter to rule over a Soul that is of 
Ccoleftial extrattion, of a ſpiritual ange- 
lical Nature, and of an eternal duration. 
Surely, Reader, thou art no debtor to 
the Fleſh, tolive after the Fleſh, Rome. 
8.12. Thou oweſt thy Fleſh nothing, 
but care and watchfulneſs to keep it un- 
der, and to ſubdue it, that it lord it. 
not over thy Spirit, If thou ſerveſt rhe 
Fleſh once , thou ſervelt it too much 
by once; for thou art no debtor to it, 
and doſt not ow it the leaſt-Service 1ma- 
ginable, but in ſubordination to thy 
Soul and Saviour : Surely then, if net- 
ther the Devil, nor the World, nor 
the 


God deſerves onr poſutive Obedience 

the Fleſh deſerve thy poſitive Obedi- 
ence, God muſt. Aeader, let me come 
up a little cloſer to thee ; I pray who 
'hath laid moſt Obligations on thee, God 
orthey? To whom art thou moſt in- 
debted to God or tothem? Did they 
give thee thy Being, when thou walt 
nothing 2 Did they form thee and 
faſhion thee in thy Mothers Womb ? 
Was it by them that thou waſt born? 
Did they look after thee in thine Infan- 
cy, and cauſe' Mercy all along to grow 
up with thee? Have any of them pro- 
tefted thee in thy Dangers, ſupported 
thee in thy Difficulties, ſupplied thee 
in thy Wants, or deliver'd thee out of 
thy -Diſtreſſes? Who ſpreads thy Ta- 
ble, and bleſleth thy Food to thee every 
day? Who makes thy Bed, and com- 
mandeth ſleep for thee every night ? 
Whoſe mercy is it thou liveſt, Gods or 
$ = oh and through whoſe compaſſion 
that thou art not conſumed ? Whoſe 
itation 1s it that preſerveth thy Spi- 
rit? Who defendeth thee night and 
day from Devils and- dargned Spirits, 
who watch. continually to drag thee 
to-their own Den and Dungeon of 
| Darkneſs ; 
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Darkneſs, and who hath relieved thee 
with all the Mercies which-ever thou 
haſt enjoyed ? andis all this nothing to 
ingage thee to his Service ? Doth all this 
care of thee deſerve nothing from thee 
again to God ? But, Friend, to come 
up one ſtep nearer to thee 3 Did God, of 
any of them, ſend his only begotten Son 
to redeem thee out of the hands of the 
Law and wget wage and to pur- 
chaſe for thee a ſtate of Peace, and 
Love, and Adoption, and everlaſting 


Life? Did they, or any of them, bear 


the Curſe of the Law, and the Wrath 
of an infinite Majeſty, and the Rage of 
the Fiends of Darkneſs, todeliver thee 
from them, and to make thee bleſſed? 
O Reader, where ate thy Wits? what is 
become of thine Underſtanding ? If he 
that ſends thee 1n all the good thou en- 
joyeſt, and freeth thee from all the evil 
thou eſcapeſt, doth not deſerve all thau 
haſt and art ; who doth I know not, Haſt 
thou laid the thouſandth part of thoſe 
Obligations on any Child or Servant 
thou haſt, which God thath on thee ? 
Didſt thou make them? dolt thou pre» 
ſerve them ? can(t thou redeem them ? 

D 4 Alas, 
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God deſerves onr poſitive Obedience 
Alas, thou art but a poor Inſtrutnent in 
the hand of God, to convey ſome ſmall 
matters to them 3 yet thou expetteſt 
poſitive as well as negative Obedience 
from them ; and why ſhould not God, 
who hath laid ſuch millions of Obliga- 
tions on thee, look for the like from 
thee? Oncemore, to whom wilt thou 
call in thy day of iftreſs? To whom 
wilt thou cry in thy time of trouble, to 
God, or any of thoſe three fore-mentio- 
ned? Maſters, is it to them, or to God 
that thou wilt lift up thy Hands, and 
Eyes, and Heart on thy ſick, on thy dy- 
ing Bed, when all thy Friends and Kin- 
dred will be inſignificant and helpleſs to 
thee, and Devils will wait on thee to 
devour thee? Who is it that offereth thee 
an unchangeable ſtate of Pleaſure and 
Happineſs upon excellent and equitable 


"terms, that intreats, and invites, and 


wooeth, and courteth thee to accept of 
freedom from miſery, and Hell flames, 
and eternal damnation ; and alſo to em- 
brace his tenders of fulnefs of joy, and 
a Crown of Life, and a- Kingdom of 
Glory for ever and ever? Ah Friend, 
Iinttle doſt thou know how much thou 

| owelt 
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bweſt the bleſſed God. I amfſure thou 
canſt not deny him any part of thy 
Heart or Life, if thou wilt give him 
what he deſerves, thy Conſcience muſt 
tell thee that it 18 his due, And then 
if thou wilt give every one his dne, 
why ſhouldſt thou put by the glotious 
Lord? It thy Friends,thy Neighbours, 
thine Enemies, all muſt have their dne: 
I beſcech thee do not deny'Gad, but let 
him have thy poſitive Obedience, which 
is unqueſtionably his duc. | 
8, Confider Sanctification, Repen- 
tance, or ſound-ſaving. Converfion,con- 
fiſteth in poſitive as well as negative 
Holineſs; nay , more eſpecially and 
principally in pofitive Holineſs, as that 
which conſummateth and perfecteth the 
work. And how then canſt thou have 
any grounded hope that thy condition 
is ſafe * without it 2 When the Prophet 
mentions that Repentance which 1sne- 
ver to be repented of, that Repentance 
which ſhall find Mercy, and obtain 
Pardon 3 he enjoyneth both., Iſaiah 


's5. 79, An avet{ion from Sin, and a 


Converſion to God, as rhcjr ſupreamh 
#nd chicfeſt' good; When the Apoftte 
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324 God deſerves or poſitive Obedience 
mentions that SanCtification:, which is 
the inſeparable concomitant of Juſtifica- 
tion, and the conſtant efte&t of our Uni- 
on with Chriſt, he mentions both. 
Reckon ye alſo your ſelves to be dead nntq 

F ſin, ( freed from it Laws,as a dead Wife 

from the Laws of her Huſband, and diſ- 
 abled unto its Service, as adead man is 
unto the aGtions of life ; here is negative 
Holineſs,) but alive unto God, (obliged 
unto his Laws, as a living Subject is un- 
to the Laws of his Soveraign, and en- 
abled unto his Service, as a living man 
is unto ations that are ſuitable to 
life ; here is poſitive Holineſs,) through I thi 
Chriſt. This is the root upon which I dc 
Sanctification groweth as the fruit, Rom. © dil 
6.11. So verſc 18. Being then made free thi 
from Sin, ye became the Servants of cal 

Righteouſneſs. Being deliver'd from the ry 

former Uſurper, they became obedi- Yme 

ent totheir rightful Lord, and ſerved mc 
him. he 

Now, Friend, what wilt thou do for wh 
an evidence of Repentance and Sancti- the 
fication,” which are of ſuch abſolute ne- Mſon 
ceſlity, that thou canſt not be ſaved 
wihout them, Luke 13. 3. Heb. 12. yg 
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If thou negleceſt poſitive godlinefs, in- 
deed thou mayſt flatter thy ſelf with an 
hypocritical Repentance, but a fincere 
one reſpetts both parts of the Law. An 
Hebrician obſerves that in the word Ta- 
mim, which fignifieth upright or per- 
fet ; there isa great Tan, to note that 
an upright man obſerveth, the whole 
Law, from the firſt to the laſt letter 
thereof. He may be too critical, but 
this is certain, the true Penitent chooſeth 
the way of Obedience , as well as re- 
fuſeth the way of Diſobedience. He is 
deſcribed by this Chara@er, He chooſeth 
the things that pleaſe God, Ia. 56.4. He 
doth not only refuſe che things that 
driſpleaſe God, but alſo chooſe the 
things that pleaſe him;.yex, and be. 
cauſe they pleaſe him. The natural Vota- 
ry is, what he is, from the good tempera- 

ment ,of his 'body, which makes him 

more gentle and pliable than otherwiſe 

he would be. The moral Religioniſt is, 
what he1s, from the improvement, or ra- 
ther miſimprovement of his natural Rea- 

ſon. The Civilian is, what he is, from 

tear of man, or out of reſpect to man 

He is ſtill in the bond of Iniquity; but he 
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is © careful to line his Fetters, that they 
do not clink to the diſturbance of o- 
thers, or to his own ſhame. But the 
true Chriſtian is what he is from Conſci- 
ence of, and love tp the Will of God; 
and as he at his firſt implantatian into 
Chriſt brings forth this good fruit,, ſo he 
continueth in it to the end of his life, 
He. that. abideth in me, and I in him, the 
fame bringetb forth much feel, Joh. I5. 5. 
. As Naturaliſts obſerve of the Bees, 
that they are laborious in their youth, 
and do not diſpenſe with themſelves to 
be idle intheir age; but as they increaſe 
in dextrouſneſs, fo alſo in laboriouſneſs, 


being "more early at work than the 


Jonoger 3 nay, when their Bodies: are 
overs/pent, and their wings ragged, the 
wall yyenture abroad to <2 then 
they often prove too weak to return 
home. Thus the right Convert flouriſh- 
eth as the Palm-Tree in his youth, axd 
is fat and flouriſhing , and brings forth 
fruit in bis old age, Pal. 92. 12, 13, 14- 


CHAP, 


CHAP. XXXVIIL 


If God ſhould omit his care 0 F us 4 moment, 
we are undone. And if Chriſt bad 
omitted the lea of in our Work of Re- 
demption, we had been loſt irrecove- 


rably. 


9, Onſider, if God ſhould omit his 

care of thee, and negleCt thee 
as often as thou omitteſt his Service, and 
neglecteſt him ; nay, if he ſhould with- 
draw his poſitive Providence from thee 
one moment , what would become of 
thee? thy Body would be turn'd into 
a dead loathſome Carkaſs, and thy Soul 
would be haled by Devils to Hell fire: 
Is it not more jult that God ſhould neg: 
lect thee, than that thou ſhould(t neg- 
let him? and hath he not much more 
reaſan to neglect thee a moment, than 
thou haſt to negle&t him days, and 
moneths, and years 2 He hath no Ob- 
ligation to thee, thou haſt thouſands to 
him. . All he doth for thee is mercy, 
meer mercy 3 not only beyond but coge 
trary tomerit : All he requireth af thee, 
Y4 and 
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and all thou canſt do for him, is Duty, 
| and that which the greateſt Juſtice calls 
upon thee for. Now if thou art un- 
willing to be negletted by God, why 
ſhouldſt thou not be as anwilling to neg- 
le& God ? Is thy ſafety of greater con- 
cert! than his Glory ? or muſt thy Plea- 
ſure be prefer'd before his > Wilt thou 
not make that golden Rule of Chrilt the 
rule of thy ations with men, to deal 
with them as thou wouldſt have them 
tq-deal with thee; and wilt thou deal 
otherwiſe with the bleſſed God 2 Muſt 
He remember thee at all times, in all 
conditions 3 keep thee night and day, 
leſt any hurt thee, ſupport and ſupply 
thee every moment, and thou forget 
him days without number ? Is this fair 
or honeſt dealing ? 

Reader, Let me tell thee, upon him 
thou liveſt , by him thou moveſt, and 
from bim thou haſt thy Being. Thou 
canſt not think, or ſpeak, or af in the 
leaſt, if he ſhould ſuſpend his care of 
thee; thine Eyes could not fee, nor 
thine Ears hear, nor thy Mouth taſt , 
nor thy Hands or Feet move, if his Pro- 
vidence doth nat concur to them, If 
he 
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wer aye widone. \ 3%9 + 
ke ſhould but with-draw his manute- 
nency, and the held he hath of thee for 
the ſmalleſt pittance of time, thou 
wouldſt drop into the bottomleſs Pit, 
The flames do not depend more on the 
Fire, nor the ſtreanis on the Spring of 
water, than thy Life, and all thy Com- 
forts for this and the other World do 
upon God ; and wilt thou provoke him 
to leave thee? He hath ſaid, with the 
froward he will ſhew himſelf froward , 
Pal. 18, 26. That he will walk contrary ; 
to therh that watk contrary to him, and LM? *& 
that he will forſake them that forſake ® ® 
him, and pay meh in their own Coin; , cyrcay 
and wilt thou vetture him any 1 ? 15. 3 
Others have felt the truth of thoſe 
rthreatnings, and doſt thou think to go 
unpuniſhed 2? Surely if common ingenui- 
ty will not move thee toremember him 
night and day , who remembreth thee 
with Loving-kindneſs every minute z yet -/ 
theDivineSeverity may fright thee from 
forgetting him, leſt he forget thee for 
ever, Believe it, if he leave thee, Wrath, 
and Death, and Hell, and Damnation, 
and Devils will ſoon find thee. Thou 
canſt now depart from him, by thy 

| neglect 
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”  negleG of his Worſhip, and be merry 
a. chearfyl yon, rt but if 
once he depart from thee, though but 
for a moment, thou art undone eternal- 
ly. Woe be to thee, when I depart from 
you, Hoſ. 9. 12, Thy Friends, and Re- 
lations, and Creature-Comforts may 
depart from thee, and it may be well 
with thee; but if the Fountain of thy 
Life, the God of thy Health, the Father 
of all Mercies depart from thee, woe will 
be to thee. Heaven and Earth cannot 
. make him bleſled,or hinder him from be- 
ing extreamly curſed, whom God leaves 
and forſakes. Alas, if the Heavens omit 
to give us its ſhowers, or the Sun omit 
' to diſpenſe its influences, or the Earth 
omit to yield its increaſe 3 where are 
we? what can wedo? haw lamentable 
is our condition? Thoſe Perſons that 
were purer than Snow, that were whiter 
than Milk, that were more ruddy than 
Rubies, or than poliſhed Saphires, their 
Viſage is blacker than a coal : They are 
not known in the ſtreets, their Skin cleaveth 
to their Bones, it is withered, it is become 
like a ſtick, Lament. 4.7, 8. The Chil- 
dren and the Sucklings ſwoon in the 
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fireets, Lam. 2..11,12, Butif our caſe 
be ſo woful, when Creatures omit their 
accuſtomed kindneſs to us, what will 
it be if God ſhould omit his care of us? 
10. Conſider,If the Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
ſhould omit the leaſt in the Work of thy 
Redemption, thou would(t be undone 
for ever. Had Chriſt been as-unwilling 
to fave thee to the uttermcſt, as thou 
art to ſerve him to the uttermoſt, what 
would have become of thee? Friend, 
Jeſus Chriſt trod the whole Wine-preſs 
of his Fathers Wrath alone ; had he left 
but. one drop of. that bitter Cup of Di- 
vine Wrath for thee todrink, it would 
have cauſed thy Belly to ſwell , and 
Bowels to be troubled, and Bones to 
ake, and whole Body and Soul to ſuffer 
extremity of Tormeats for ever. When 
Chriſt undertook to interpoſe between 
theeand his Father, toſtand as a {Kreen 
between thy poor Soul and a conſuming 
Fire, he omitted not the leaſt that was 
requiſite for thy good. Though it was 
hard work, painful work, amazing work, 
ſuch work as neither Men nor Angels 
durſt undertake; yet when thy Miſeries 
and Neceſlitics required it, he did uh, 
e 
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He did not omit to contend with Earth, 
and Heaven, and Hell for thee : He did 
not omit to- drink of the Brook in the 
way, of the Cup of his Fathers Wrath, 
ant to tread the Wine-preſs of his An- 
ger alone, that he might obtain Favour 
and Life for thee, He omitted not the 
leaſt in point of ſatisfattion to his Fa- 
thers Juſtice, he deſired not the ſmalleſt 
abatement of thoſe vaſt ſums which'thou 
thou didſt ow to the Divine Majelty , 
but paid the utmoſt farthing for thee. 
He never gave over till all was fiſhed, 
tiff all the Tipes were verified , all the 
Promiſes accompliſhed; and all the De- 
mands of his Father fully anſwered, Job. 
' 19, 28. He omitted nothing in point 
of application of the Purchaſe which he 
had bought for Sinners. As be died to 
make ſatrsfaG1on for us, ſo he ever lioeth 
to make interceſſion for ws. As he diced 
to make his Will good, (for a Will is 

not of force as Jong as the Teltator li- 

veth , Heb. 9. 17.) wherein he gives 

Pardon, and Love, and Life to his peo- 

ple; ſo he liveth to ſee his Will made 

good, that his choſen might enjoy what- 

loever his boundleſs Love and Grace 
had 


we are undone. 


had bequeathed to them. He died,that 
he might jþe a legal Teſtator ; and he 
liveth, that/he might be his own Execu- 
tor. 

Now, Reader,did Chriſt omit nothi 
which related to thy Salvation , _ 
wilt thou omit any thing that relates to 
his Service? Did he not ſhrink back | 
when thy Miſeries call'd him to bear ko 
that burden which made the Earth to 
quake , the whole Creation to 
and would have broke the backs of 
Angels and Arch-Angels , and all the 
heavenly Holt, if they bad put their 
ſhoulders under it; and wilt thou 
ſhrink back from that eafie Yoke and 
light Burden , which he calls thee to 
take upon thee ? Is this thy kindneſs to 
thy Friend ? Why doſt thou uſe bine thus,as 
Abſalom ſaid to Huſhai. Is this thy grati- 
tude to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, why doſt 
thou ſerve him ſo? 2 Sam. 16. 17. 

When the molt righteous God de- 
manded full fſatifaction for the breach 
of his Law, by the Nature, that had 
tranſgrefled it, and reſolved, that if he 
had it not, the whole Poſterity of 
Adam ſhould periſh ; when his Wrath 
Was 


Pa 
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was breaking in like a Flood to over- 
whelm the whole World of Mankind, 
- and neither Man nor Angel durlt ſtand 
in the breach to divert this deluge of 
Fury, when the Knife of the Laws Curſe 
was even at the Creatures throat, 4s 
Abraham's at the throat of T/aac. Thy 
Redeemer call'd to his Father,O Father, 
Father, hold thine hand, flay not thoſe 
poor Creatures; I have provided a Sa- 
crifice, ſuch as thou wilt accept, I know 
that Beeves, and Goats, and Lambs 
are not the Sacrifices for Sin which thou 
wouldſt have, ( what proportion hath 
the blood of Beaſts to the infinite de- 
merit of Sin) but I know what Sacrifice 
thou wouldſt have ; thou would(ſt have 
me tooffer my ſelf upon the Croſs as a 
Sacrifice to thy Juſtice, ( that the whole 
World might know the Holineſs of thy 
Nature, the Righteouſneſs of thy Law, 
and thine infinite kindneſs to thine E- 
lect,) Well, 1 come to do thy Will, O God. 
"Though the Talk be ſo great, and the 
Work fo grievous, that no other dares 
fo much as touch it; and though [ am 
Wholly free, and none - can oblige or 
compel me toit, yet will undertake tt. 
| Now, 
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we are widow. 

Now, Reader , was Chriſt ſo forward, 
ſo willing to obey ſuch a Command” of 
dying a curſed, painful, ſhameful death, 
that he tells his Father, I delight to do 
thy Will, O God; and art thou ſo back- 
ward to obey his Commands , and to 
walk in his ways, When his ways are 
ways of pleaſantneſ;, and all his paths are 


| peace , Pal. 40. 6, Heb. Io. 5. Prov. 3. 


17, Was Chrift fo careful and tender 


| of thee, that he would not omit any 


thing needful for thy good; and art thou 


, fo careleſs and forgetful of him, as to 
« omit that which is of ſuch concernment 
to his Glory > Friend , bethink thy 
#ſclf, doth not thy Redeemer deſerve 
'B& fairer dealings at thy hands? Heathens 
| and Publicans would not be ſo baſe and 


unworthy to their Friends and Bene+ 
factors. 
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"Arguments againſt furs of Omſſion. The p 
new Nature in Believers jnclines theme | 

to poſitive as well 8s negative Holi- 

neſs , and the profit will anſwer the | 


IE IT 


pans. 


- 26. Onſider if thou art a Believer, 

thy predominant new Nature 
Jnclines thee to poſitive as well as nega- 
tive Holineſs, And ſhall this be given 
thee in vain? ſhall God be at ſuch coſt 
and charge, as to infuſe a principle of 
life into thee to no purpoſe? Pray ob 
ſerve what end God bath in this rege 
nerating Work. Of his own Will beg, 
he us again, by the Ward of Truth, that we 
ſhould be. a kind of Firſt-Fruits of bis 
Creatures, Jam. 1.18, Where we have 
the cauſes of Regeneration: 1. The ef- 
ficient Principal, He. 2. The moving, 
His alone Will, 43. The formal, Be- 
gat ws again. 4. The qoſtrumeneal , 
The Word of Truth. 5. The final, That 
we ſhould be a kind of Firſt-Fruits, God 
begets vs again, that we ſhould _ 

yote 
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> nclines themto Holineſe. 
voted to him 3 as the Firſt-Fruits of all 
the ſheaves'were conſecrated to God, 
and that out of thankfulneſs to him, for 
be } bis innumerable bleſſings, Prov. 3« 9. 
me | Rome. 12. 1. The Firſt-Fruits were holy 
;- | to the Lord, and ſo ſhould all Chy 
be þ anshe. Again, ' he tells us his defign 
giving a new Spirit, and putting his Spi# 
rit intothem, That they may walk in bis 
$ Statutes, and do them, Ezck. 36. 26,27. 
So that 'tisSacriledge, and Gad-robbe- 
"ry fora Chriſtian to imploy himſelf to 
- 6 uſe of -any but God, becgulſe he tis 
devoted to. God; and its allo below, 
Chriſtian, as for a man to live as doth  ®. 
Beaſt ; for him that hath anoble Di- | 
ine Principle to live as other ment. - As 
all the Children of the firſt Adam derive 
from him a depraved Nature, which 
clines them not. only t9 omit what 18 


ve | good, but of | what 15 evil; there 


a 


>. | fore his Seed known by both thoſe . Og -- 
I, ſigns, PJal. 39+ » 4+ Hop. 4, I, 2, 3- Sq: Js 
ve. Þ all the Children of the ſecond Adam dey | 
1, Pzive from him a renewed Nature, (For 
ut | they are made partakers of the Divine Nas 
ture, 2 Pet. 1.4, ) , which doth not only - 
take them off frpm what i, evil, bas, 

\ | , 
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, Rom. 6.1tt. Asthe Branches de- 
rive from the Root that ſapand moiſture 
which enableth them to fruitfulneſs ; fo 
briſtian draweth that Virtue from 
even in his firſt Converſion, that 
him whalſt he lives tb bring forth 
t to God, Fpheſ. 2. 10. We are his 


good Works, which God hath ordained that 
- we ſhould walk in thew. Mark, this 
new piece that is indeed Gods Maſter- 

piece (for the New Creatron doth far 

excel the old Heavens and Earth, ) is 

- formed in Chrift as the efficient Caufe 
unto Works, unto ſuch Works at 
flow from the Spirit of God as the Prin 
ciple, as are according to the Will © 
God, as the Rule, and for the Glory of 
God as the end, Gal.5. 20. Gal. 6.16. 
Phil. 1.11. 
Each Convert hath union with 
Chriſt in his Death , * and alſo in his 
Life ; He knoweth Chriſt, and hath fel- 
lowſhip with him in his Death, whereby 
he dieth ro Sin : Hencehe is ſaid to be 
dead and baried with Chriif, Rom. 6.6. 
knowing this, that our old #ian (1o Sim 
1s 


«1. 


alſo put them forward to that which is" 


Workmanſhip, created in Jeſus Chriſt unto | 


YI ry 
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1 FOO them to Holineſe: . 
uſe it's ni old as man,is 
Gul Lotk ubtilty and craft, and: thould 
always poesfos and io Ky is crc 
with binr, (i, e. Chriſt, whom Sin cru 
cified, and whoſe Death crucifieth vl, » 


that the bod of ſin (ins faid F0, 24 
roye 


body , becauſe it conſilteth of 
members, Col. 3. 5-) might be 4 
( for as the life of Sin Sg Chriſt bi Wi 


i deaths-wound , ſo the death of Chriſt 


ave Sin its deaths wound, ) that bences 
wth we ſhould not ( willingly, chearful- * 
y, cuſtomarily, ) ſerve fm & our Lor, 

ad Maſter. And as.the Convert bath 
fellowſhip with Chriſt in his Death, fo 


mlſo in his ReſurreQion, ' That IT may 


know him, and the power of his Reſarrefi- 
oz, Phil. 3. 10. i. e. Have experience 
( for 'tis ſuch a knowledge he ſpeaks oi 

of the power and energy of. the 

of Chriſt, to quicken me unto new Obe- 
dience. - 

Belides , the true Convert bath the ' 
Law of God written in his Heapt, which, 
cannot but moye him to the obſevation 
of the Law in his Life, P/al.3 Heb:8. Ac- 
coding to the predominant principles. 
that arc in every mans nature, ſuch atg.” 
Z 2 


A. hes 


* The new Nature in Belitwers 
his” inclinations, whether to God or | C 
evil, and fuch arg ordinarily his pradti- | 4d 

*, - ces. Asabowl movesthis way or that } 

Te 
lc 
ne 
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way, according as the Byaſs inclines. 
Now, Reader, Conſider, either thou 
att a Behever of not: -If thowart not, 

It concerns thee ſpeedily to look abour F in 

"thee , leſt thou die in this eſtate, and} g: 

® - be damned for ever, Joh. 3. «lt. It thou I th 

art'a Believer, it would be very itrange Þ ar 

for thee to continue in any Omithon, for } th 

* allthis while thou aftelt-againſt thy na- ff is 

ture.  Tt's very much eaſier to fir with F fu 

thy nature than againftit, A wicked I I ; 

man 'that hath knowledge, cannot fin | Be 

with ſuch pleaſure: and eafineſs as ano# G 

ther, becanſe he doth in finning oppoſe | ne 

and fight with Conſcience within bim z | his 

but it ſeems harder for thee, for thou | for 

doſt not only offer violence to thine en- Þ mc 

lightned Conlcjenee, but alſo to the new || pr. 

_ Nature that is implanted in thee. By J ipr 

thy Omiſlions,- thou doſt not only fin } W 

igainſt thy natural Liphr, but alſo a- J oj 

gainlt thy new (pirirual Life.” ' It's hard, | goo 

ave {ay, tora'man to thwart or croſs na- | the 

ture, Natwram expellas furca, &c.' and 

wile thou take ſuch pains to difobey - wy 

| F | G 
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Gods Precepts? The DevzisServants 

do his Will, but it is with their own 

at | whole Wills, according to their own 

inclinations 3 they do not croſs them- 

ou | ſelves to pleaſe him. But thou canſt not 

t, | negletthe Will of God, hut ut: muſt be 

ut] in part againſt thine own will, and a- 

ad F gainſt chine own inclinations; and wile 

>u thou diſpleaſe thy ſelf to dilpleaſe God, 

pe | and- walk contrary. to thy ſelf, that 

or | thou may(t walk contrary to God. "This 

a- { is the paxt and guiſe of the molt ſpite- 

th I ful, enyious, and, malicious Enemles, and 

24} I am ſure it's impoſſible for thee. (if a | 

in | Believer ) 'to be ſuch an enemy to God. . 

off God did purpoſely endue thee. with a 

ſe | new Spirit, that thou mighteſt live to 

13 | his praiſe, 1/g. 43. 21. This people have. 1 

Mu | formed for my ſelf, and. ( new made and 

n- | moulded them ) they ſbal/ ſbew forth my 

w || praiſe. Now: how 18 the praiſe of God 

y | ſpread in the World, but by good 

in } Works, Matth. 5. 16.. Let your light ſo 

a= {| ſine before others , that they ſeeing your 

d, | good works, may glorifie your beavenly Fa- 

a- | ther, ſo Job. 15. 8, ax. * _- 

Again, it would be marvailous if thou _ 
dit not follow thy own natural ; 

, | 3 pro- 
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and inclinations. For adead 
"man to'he ſtill; and not ſtir, nor per- 
form any aGtions of life, is nothing 
'ftrange; none expetteth any other ;/ but 
for a living man, one that hath a princi- 
-ple of life to-do ſo, would be accounted 
Hetele lefs than miraculous. - For a man 
flead in Sins and Treſpaſſes, 'thar hath 
no Spirir of Grace to enliven his poor 
_*Sou}, to lic (till in his idleneſs, and doth. 
-Falnefs,/and carnal ſecurity, and ro'neg- 
Tef&the performance of the Duties of a 
Fpiritual- Life, is no wonder; but is it 
not a"'Wonder for one that isquickened 
* *In'Chriſt;, Fpheſ. 2. g. created unto good 
/ works, fitted and formed for them, 
©-Fpb.'2.. 6: that hath Jefus Chriſt living 
in him, \Gal. 2.'20, and a principle of 
' Holineſs inclining and inabling him here- 
unto, ſhould omit thoſe ations that are 
proper to life. I befeech thee, Friend 
do not difpleaſe thy ſelf,” -and croſs thy 
"very Nature, to diſobey thy God ; 
Ty he is worthy of more dutiful behavi 
our froth thee; < 
| Wn). ber Howes will - anſwer the 
ork, and the profit -of poſitive Holi 
neſs will anſiver all thy pains; T confeli 
O 
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Obedience to the affirmative part of the 


end Command { to pray , and -hear, and 
POT-f give tothe Poor, &c. with thoſe quia- 
Hng cations, and in that manner which 


but} God commandeth, ) is much harder - 
acl than to the Negative and to do good 
is much more difficult than not ta do . 
”_ evil z but thy labour ſhall not be in 
any vain. I have told thee already 'all the 
wy reward of a meer negative Holineſs, is a 
A + cooler Hell ; but I muſt tell” thee now, ' 
- that the reward of poſitive Holineſs will 
>" IJ be aglorieus, and bleſſed, and endlefs 
HA ſtate of happineſs in Heaven, A nega- 
04] tive Holineſs ſhall not have ſo much as 

a full negative HappineG 3 it ſhall nat 
"M eboliſh,only abate the Lorments of Hell; 
hy. and the reaſon is, becauſe fuch Holineſs 
* Of is counterfeit and hypocritical : - But 
fITY . pofitive Holineſs ſhall have both, a fall 
"J negative and poſitive Happineſs. God 
nd . 
hl will do him good, that'is good, and 
| doth good, Pſal.125.4. And it God un- 


1 dertake to do good to a-periqn, he wull 
iv do it to good purpoſe: | Mans daing 
good; which. is his politive Hahneks, 's 


nels;.. 
1 little yea, nothing roGod. Ay goats * 
meſs extenduth rat to thee, faith 199% « 
| L 4 Pad. 
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The new Nature in Believers 
Pſal.16:3. But Gods doing good, which 
is. his poſitive Bounty, is effectua}, ye 
all-in all with man 3 therefore when he 
would ſpeak” itr few words the great 
kindneſs he had in ſtore for his people, 
he only tells' them, Jer. 32.40. 1 will 


_ "pot turn away from them to do them good. 


* 'And verſ. 41. I will rejoyce over them to 


do them good. Nay, though negative 


- -godlineſs obtains. only at preſent ſome 


from men, and hereafter fewer 


ſtripes from Hells Jaylor; poſitive Ho- 


-lineſs-hath a farigreater, and another 
-manner of reward; both here and here- 
after.- - In tht doing of thy Commands 
#hert is great reward, Plal. 19. In the 
:forbearing 'thyy! Prohibitions. there is 
ſome reward, but in the doing thy Com- 
.mands there 1s: great Teward:''. Poſitive 
Holineſs hath meat in its:moutb, affirma. 
tive Obedience is its own recompence. 
It-brings that\calmneſs and ſerenity. of 
-mind;. that nothing elſe can do. : Ne- 
ganive Holineſs may do ſomewhat /to- 


_ Fvardsa negativequietneſs, 3.1; a: free- 


dom frag thoſe dreadful horrars and 


k A -* Piety 


errors which ſometimes ſeize thofe, who 
commit grols unnaturalſinsz butipoſitive 


 iuclints them $0 Holineſs.” 
Piety brings poſitive Peace. Great. peace 
Jo hog ik love thy Law, \'Plal: 119, 
he | 165. and nothing ſball offend thew.\ They 
at | are not only freed from” thoſe-gripes of 
e, | Conſcience withwhich many:athers are 
ill | afflicted, but they have that: pyritual 
4. | joy and heart-comfort which the Warld 


to] 18aſtrangerto, Gal..6. 16. . Faithwhich , _ © 


ve } . js not the leaſt pagg of this holinefs, fills 
ne | the Soul with joys yea, with:joy un- 
er'l| ſpeakable and fall of Glory ;-Rom. LS. 
o- | 1 Pet. 2.8. 1 a Auger to.tho experi, _ 


er | ence of a Chri 
re- F find more comfort, than when; be hath 
ds Y done his God | faithful Service; and 
he whether ever their ;heartsare more 
is | vy, than whentheyhave'been neg : 
m-| of their Duty. .Daevid and the J/raeclites 
vel were almoſt tranſported , their; hearts ' 
na-| leaped-for joy that they had offered ſo 
ce. willingly .and | lberally- towards the 
of} bailding of the Temple; then the peo- 
le-j ple rejoyced, far that they offered. wil- 
to-| lingly, becauſe with perfedt-beagr they 
ee- offered willingly to the';:Lords” and 
nd | Davidthe King alſo rejoycediwwith great 


bo} Joy, and the wine!6f-their joy/was {0 
ve fl ftrong, that' he' was. foreed: toi giveat 
ty "7 W204 vent, 
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" The we Nature.in Believers 
vent... #herefore David bleſſed the Lord 
before all the atian, and ſaid, Bleſ- 
fed be then Lord God of Iſracl, our Father 
for ever and ever, &c. 2 Chron. 29. 9,40, 


- AF, 12, &c. Butmark, God is foten- 


der of this man that mindeth his: Duty, 
he will-fuffer no-wind, no ill wind 
0 blow upon him..'' Great peace have 
: they which: love thy paw, and nothing 
Jhell offentt them. None muſt knock at 
- cheirdoor,'todiſturbthem of their reſt. 
Altthe Creatures muſt be kind to them 
for hiv ſake;” they: mult have nothing 
done ro them which may be offenſive. 
Yerhis'is not allithe profit of Holi- 


"ines here, (though it ſhall paſs to'the 


text ymmuch leſs: av the other World. 
AsI faid before, a poſitive Holineſs ſhall 
have a poſitive Heaven, The Chriſtians 
avoiding” what is evil, through the 
blood of Chriſt, ſhall be recompenced 
witt"'s freedom from Helt; and the 
Chriſtians doing whitis good through 
the ſame- meritorious 'cauſe, ſhall be re- 
warded"\with - the-fruition of. Heaven. 
Fhe/ tw6/Servants” that had ( not bid 
their Talenmsina Napkin, as the nega- 
tive Chriſtian doth,” but ) traded. ac- 
ook cording 
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incline: thew to Folimſe, iy 
eording to his traſt, and'improved his © 
ſtock faithfully in doing good , ay he 
had opportungyz is commended by his 
Maſter for a good and faithful Servant, 
and honoured with his Maſtersown hap- 
ineſs. Enter thow into the joy of thy Lord. 
© leſs will content his large liberal 
heart than his own joy for his holy Ones, 
a joy ſo great that it cannot enter int 
them ; their narrow Veſſels can never 
hold ſuch an Ocean; therefore they 
muſt enter into it, and be mnmerſt and 
ſwallow'd up as it were ir this valt Sea 
of Pleaſure and Solace. But, Reader, 
conſider in this Chapter before the 


Text, verſ: 34. What will per | 
J 


+ fit of- this fort of Piety, how 


the gains will exceed the pains, were 
they ten thouſand times more than they 
cati be. Come ye bleſſed of wy Fadber,” in- 
berit the Kingdom prepared for you from 
the Foundation of the World; For I was 
hungry, and ye gave me meat, &c. Bow 
doth every word-ſpeak-Love and Eife, 
every ſyllable drop" Myrh and Mercy. 
In which we ma | obſerve the welcame 
thoſe that are fruitful Chriſtians” ſhall 
find from Chriſt in the other World. 
| _ We 
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The wew Nature iu Believers 
We have, 1, The eſtate they ſhall he 
iaveſted- with, and that is a Kingdom. 
2. Their Title to it, andthat is by Inhe- 
tance from their Father ; Te bleſſed of my 
Father, inherit the Kingdom. 3. Its pre- 
paration for them, Prepared for you from 
the Foundation of the World. 4. Their 
formal introdufion into its Come ye 
ed of my Father. 5. The qualification 
of the perſons that ſhall inherit this 
Kingdom, ( 1was hungry,and ye fed me, ) 


 achasfeed the Hungry, and cloath the 


Naked. 1. Obſerve, Reader, for thine 
eficouragement, to mind poſitive Holi- 
neſs, the eſtate thy loving and bountiful 


* Father hath provided for thee, when 


thowcomelt toage.. It's nolefs than a, 
Kingdom ;z thou; ſhalt” be a King now 
(and enjoy a-Kingdom then, He hath 
made ws Kings and Prieſts unto God, Rev. 


3, 6.,), with'Palmsin thy hand, Rev. 7. 
-9« ( of which the door of the Holy of 
. Holies was made, -1 Kings 6.33. an em- 
+Hlem of perfe& Vittory over all thine 


enemies, _) and Robes-on thy back, Rev. 


AS 8. ( of- perfect Purity, ſpotleſs In- 


'ndFency,, and ,Meridian Glory,)' and-a 
Crown onthy Head, James 1,12. (ſuch 


a Crown 


. 
- 
$& 
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inclines them to Holimeſy. 
1 Crown as will'never wear,never waſte; 
but endure; and therefore called Fracors 
ruptible, 1 Cor. 9.25.) and reign with 
Chriſt for ever and ever. Reader, hath 
a Kingdom nothing of amiableneſs in is 
to allure thee ? hat fighting, and kil- 


' ling, and ſwearing , and foriwearing is 


there for an earthly Kingdom? O what 
ſhouldſt thou not do for an heavenly 
Kindgom! _ Where, 1. Is the g 
Glory, («a far more exceeding Weight 
of it, 2 Cor:$.17;18.) 2. T be ſttongeſt 

Security , (a Kingdom that cannot wat 
ſhaken, Heb: 11, "No Devit or” ſubtile 
Serpent can crawl into the Cceleſtial Pa- 


radife.) 43. The, brighteſt Splendor, 


( tranſparent as Chriſtal, Rev.2r. Where- 
in the lnhabntants ſhall ſhine as the Sum 
and much more luſtroufly , Matth. 13.) 
4. The higheſt Attondints. ( Cherubums 
and Seraphims ſtanding as Servants or 
Porters at the twelye Gates of the City, 
Rev. 21.12.) ' 5. The greateſt Power, 


| (the Saints ſhall inherit all things, Rev. 


12.) Judge that World which now cen- 
ſureth and judgeth them, 1 Cor. 6. 2, 4; 
& 6. the molt- pure and pertet fatis- 


faction, 1 in-eycry. power and part of ye 
an 
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The new Nature in oliephr 


rivers of ) and werſ. 7. 7. eternity 
tocompleat their felicity 3; 2 Pet. 1. 12. 
$0 an entrance ſhall be adminiftred into the 
everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and $4- 
viour Jeſus Chriſt. 
. 2, The Title, Inherit the Kingdom. 
It comes.to them not by their Purchaſe, 
bue Re Guide Fo he C5 har ry cal- 
Po Epbe). 1. 14. 
DVetil - the =-5 ak as the purchaſed 
Poſſeſſion: . It comes not to them by 
their goodneſs, but by Gods Gift. Fear 
wot little Flock, it is your Fathers good 
pleaſure to give you « Kingdom, Luk. 12.32. 
It comes not to them by thigir Obedi- 
ence, but by Iaheritance "Goa their F4- 
ther. Chriſt is Gods natural Son and 
Heit of all things, by him Believers are 
Gods adopted Children, Gal. 3. 26. Te 
ave all the Children of God through Faith 
in Jeſus Chriſt : and if Sons, then Heirs, 


Heirs of God,and Joynt-Heirs with Chriſt, 


Rom. 8. 17. 
--2, Its preparation for them from 
the Foundation of the World. When 
God firſt erected the ſtatel del S 
Heaven and Earch, proba | onde 

r ” 
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moment, tiff the Indignation be rope 


4 ts | 
o  - inclier them | ts Holiaſs: - 

the entpireaty Heaven the place of the 
bleſſed ; for at firſt, when he faid' the 
COnnd of the gn = ne ma 
ing-Stars together, the Sons 
of God Gated for joy ; therefbre it's 
likely the place of their Refidenge was 
made. Beſides, it was prepared in the 
Decrees of God ; they were deſtinated 
to a Diadem before they had a being. 

4: Their formal admi into it, Come 
ye bleſſed of my Father. Come from all 
Sin, from all Sorrow , allBufferings 5 
Come from Babylon to 8iow, from « bar- 
ten Wilderneſs, where is no water for s 
thirſty Sonl; to a fruitful pleaſant Para- 
diſe, where are all ſorts of luſcious and 
heart.chearing Rarities. Come, where 
have ye been all this while? how could 
ye bear my abſence ſo long ?' what have 
ye done ina Valley of Tears; a Bochim, 
a place of weeping, ſo*many years? 
When he calls them to die, his Voice 
need” not be unpleaſant ro them, He 
doth but call them as a Father his Child, 
out of the ſhower into his houſe. Come 
my People enter into the Chambers , fbut 
the door, hide your ſelves for a very litvle 
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', The naw Natare 5n Believers, 8c. * 
1A. 28.*20,.. Come. Child, .go to. bed, 
F will cauſe the duſt x9jbe a ſoft Gouch 
of '#0thee, and;:when thou awa- 

' keſt in;the Morning of the ReſurreQian 
_— ORCIeRe with thee; buthis Voice ||. 

- at the ReſurreGtion will, be ſweet in- | 
deed; Come Child, Ocome dear Child }} | 
into my Arms and Embraces; come into }} : 
my Heart , come into my very Soul, 

Come and take poſſeſtion of my dear 

bought Purchaſe ;. Come and inherit the 

Kingdom. prepared for thee. Come Child, 

; and enjoy: all that Honour, and Trea- 

- +» - A41ure, and Joy, and Delight, and Happi- 

y neſs, which thou haſt ſo often pray 'd, 
and wept; and watcht, and ſighed, and 
ſob'd for. Come Child to thy Fathers 

Houſe, fit down at his Table, drink of Þ | 
his new: Wine, and eat of his hidden 
Manna, and feaſt of the Tree of Life, & t 
that groweth in the fnidſt of Paradiſe Þ , 
forever and ever. . .. f 
4 $5- The. qualification of the Perſons ] 

| that ſhall partake of this Poſleſſion, they 

. areſuch ag feed the Hungry, cloath the 

Naked; &+c. . For 1. was og apd ye 


ave me meat ; hilly , and ye me 
$i Reader, doſt thou not 


God delights chiefly in our doing good. 353 
that thoſe who mind this poſitive Ho- 
linefs, are the bleſſed of the Father, and 
a- B the Heirs of the Kingdom, and wilt thou 
n | neglet? A Kingdom makes the great- 
e- || eſtdifference among men. The heighe 
n- | of any ones ambition can be but a King- 
d B dom:and will not a glorious joyful eter» 
to © nal Kingdom move thee ? 
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A- Arguments againſt ſins of Omiſſion. God 
M- delights chiefly in our doing good 
d, and our opportunities for doing good 
id will quickly be gone. 

T3 

of | 13. Onfider, God takes moſt pleas 
en ſure in our poſitive Holinels. It's 


fe, | true he is pleaſed to ſee men deny nngodH- 
iſe WU »eſs and worldly luſts;but nothing to that 

| | pleaſure which he takes in ſeeing them 
ns | live righteonſly, ſoberly, and godly in this 
ey, | preſent evil World, He likes ceaſing from 
he I - evil, becaule it's agreeableto his Word 3 
ye | but helikes better doing of good, becauſe 


me | it's more conformable to his Will, 1/2.64- 
ve, 5: Thon meeteſt him that rejoyceth and 
hat Aa works 


BS 55 4 God delight s chiefly in our doing £00k, | 


worketh righteouſneſs. Thou meeteſt 
him with the riches of Mercy, who 
worketh what 1s good with alacrity, If 
he come to thee, thou wilt not caſt him Þ| | 
away 3. nay, thou wilt run to meet him, }| | 
and embrace him. As the Father of the || 
Prodigal ran to meet his returning Son, || | 
Luke 15. And as one at odds, but wil- 
ling to be reconciled, tells us, He will F} ; 
meet his Oppoſite halt-way. And I may | ; 
ſay of Gods meeting a Soul that work- F 
eth Righteouſneſs, as God tells 2oſes; | ; 
Behold, Aaron thy Brother comes to meet 
thee, and when he ſeeth thee, he will be glad 
at his heart. Behold , thy God and 
Father cometh to meet thee, and when 
he ſeeth thee, working Righteouſneſs, 
he will be glad at his heart; nay, ſo 
glad, that the diſadvantage of a mans 
Country ſhall not hinder him of this 
kindneſs, AFs 10. And Peter ſaid, Tper-f y 
ceive now that God is no Reſpeder of per-}| 
Sons; but in every Nation, he that feareth Þ 1 
God , and worketh Righteouſneſs, is ac- |} | 
cepted of him. God proclaimeth toall I , 
the World, That he delighteth in ſuch a 
mans way, P/ſal. 73. 23. and therefore 
his Word which he hath given us for our 
- Rule 


Rule herein, is called his good and ac- 
ceptable Will, Rom. 12. 2. And the 
reaſon 1s, becauſe f:ch perſons are moft 
like God, therefore they have moſt of 
his love and delight. God is a pure 
ACt, and ſo cannot but approve of them 
that are active. He is ever at work, 
Joh. 5.17. Hitherto my Father worketh, 
and I work, And its righteouſneſs he is 
always working, The Lord is holy in 
all his Ways, and righteous in all his 
Works, Plal. 145. He is good, and doth * 
good ; ſo that thoſe who are poſitively 
holy, do molt reſemble him, and ſo do 
moſt delight him. We all take moſt 
pleaſure in thoſe Children that are our 
exactelſt Pictures. Rcader, art thou ne- 
gatively holy 3 Canſt thou fay, Iamno 
Drunkard, no Glutton, no Adulterer ? 
thou mayſt ſay this, and be like the De- 
vil, tor the Devil himſelf may ſay as 
much. Canlt thou ſay, I am no Thiet, 
no Swearer, no Blaſphemer, no Sabbath- 
breaker, no Trader with talle Weights 
or falſe Meaſures, no Bearer of falſe 
witneſs againſt. my Neighbour 2 A 
Beaſt may ſay as much, and thou maylt 
be free from theſe fins, and yet like a 


Aa2 Bualt, 
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Beaſt. But if thou liveſt in the love 
and delight of the bleſſed Majeſty, do- 
ing his pleaſure, this is to be like an An- 
«| P/al.103.And doing good to others, 
this is to be like God, and this is that 
which takes his heart. Common huma- 
nity is much attected with one that 
aboundeth in goodneſs, and is rich in 
good Works; therefore the Apoſtle 
tells us, That for a good man poſſibly ſome 
may even dare to die, Rom. 5. The rea- 
ſon of which is, becauſe the people of 
the Jews were divided into three ſorts 
of Perſons; there were Reſhagnim, or 
% «vc, the wicked or ungodly , thoſe 
who lived without the Worthip of God, 
and walked in prophane courles; there 
were alſo Thdikim , or % xi, the juſt 
or righteous , men of ngid righteoul- 
neſs,or ſevere innocency 3 and Chaſidin, 
Or % 5:22, the good and liberal, men of 
Jarge Hearts and open Hands,to do good 
to others 3 who as publick Conduits, are 
of publick advantage in the places where 
they live. Now faith the Apoltle, 
Scarcely for a riekteous man 5, that is, for 
a man of auſtere Juſtice will one die; 
but for a good man, a wan full of good 

: works, 
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God deljghts chiefly in our doing good. 357 
works, one that is bountiful to others, 
and uſeful in his Generation, 4a mar 
would even dare to, die. Humanity is fo 
taken with doing good, that a man can 
be contented almoſt to die for ſuch ; 
much more muſt goodneſs it ſelf, and the 
Fountain of all Goodneſs be aftefted 
therewith. He tells us, That he is'a God 
who executeth Kindneſs, Judgment, and 
Righteouſneſs : For in theſe things I de-+ 
light, ſaith the Lord. Both in doing them 
my ſelf, and ſeeing them done by others, 
Pſal. 11. #lt. Mich. 6.8. 

What thinkeſt thou, Rauder, of this 
motive to good Works, would(t thou 
not delight the heart of God 2 How 
long haſt thou by thy Omilſſions grieved 
him, and is it not yet time to rejoyce 
him> How often haſt thou diſpleaſed 
him 2 how many millions of times? and 
wilt thou not now pleaſe him? Thou 
daily ſeeſt, that though he hath no Ob- 
ligations to his Creatures ( butthe con- 
trary ) he doth them good , and gives 
them food and fruitful ſeaſons, ani fills 
their Hearts with gladneſs. And wilt 
thou not do thy utmolt to glad his 
Heart, who hath above all apprehen(t- 
Aa 23 ons 
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God delights chiefly in onr doing good. | 
ons obliged thee 2 Truly, he doth not 


* deſerve the name of a rational Creature, 


Who doth not abeve all things ſeek to 
pleaſe his Maker; and there 1s no way 
hereunto like abounding in well-doing. 
Therefore the Apoſtle begs for the Co- 
Ioſſians, That they may be filled with the 
knowledge of his Will, Why ? that they 
might keep their Light in a dark Lant- 
horn, or have 1t as men weara Glaſs-eye, 
for ſhew, and not for uſe 3-or that men 
might be able to talk the more of Reli- 
gion, and the things that appertain 
thereunto? No, That ye ' might walk 
worthy . of the Lord, wnto all pleaſing , 
ue nirzr dxiouuzy, tO his whole liking and 
delight, that ye might pleaſe God. T, 
bur how may this be done, he preſently 
tells us how, That ye may walk worthy 
of the Lord, unto all pleaſing, being ſruit- 
ful in every good work, There isno ſuch 
way to pleaſe God, as fruitfulneſs in 
every good Work. It rejoyceth the 
Huſbandman to ſee his Trees laden with 
fruit, to ſee his Fields cover'd over ( as 
the P/almiſts phraſe is," Pfal. 65. wt. ) 
with Corn; and to ſee his returns anſwer 
Hts-Colt, And it rejoyceth the blefſed 

oh God, 
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God delights chiefly in our doing good. 
God, to ſee an Heart that hath long 
lain fallow , and been barren, full of 
faith, and love, and humility, and hea- 
venly-mindedneſs, and all the fruits of 
Righteouſneſs 3 and ſo a Life that hath 
been idle and unprofitable, abundant in 
ats of Piety , Charity, and the like, 
David, who ſerved the Wills of God in 
his Generation, he of all men was the 
man after Gods own heart. 

14. Conſider, thou haſt but a little 
time to do good in, therefore 1t con- 
cerns thee to ſet ſpeedily upon it, and 
to be diligent at it. Alas, . how ſhort is 
thy whole Life, from the Womb to the 
Tomb 3 It's but 4 ſhadow that fleeth away, 
and continneth not ; a Fapour that ap- 
peareth for a little time, and then vaniſh- 
eth away, it's nothing, Job 14. 2. James 
4+ 14. Pſal. 329.6. And how much of 
this time is gone, hath been ſpent as a 
tale that is told, impertinently, and to 
no purpoſe, in doing nothing, or in do- 
ing that which is worſe than nothing, 
PT/al. 90. 9, How ſhort that time is that 
remaineth God only knoweth ; for thy 
time is in his hand, not thine own; fure- 
ly then it 'behoveth thee to redeem the 
| Aa 4 time, 
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time, to make the moſt of it, and whilſt 
thou haſt it, to improve it for the do- 
ing of good, O Friend, haſt thou 
loyter'd (o long 3 is thy work fo great, 
thy day to work in ſo ſhort; and yet 
1s 1t not time to beſtir thy ſelf? Is death 
at thy door? art thou within a ſtep of 
eternity, within the view of the other 
World, and yet wilt thou not up and be 
doing? Canany aſflure thee of ſtand- 
ing in the Vineyard another year ; nay, 
another moneth ; nay,another day 3 and 
is it not yet time to be fruitful ? Dolt 
thou not ſee that as Labourers are ſent 
intothe Vineyard at all hours, ſo they 
go out of the Vineyard at all hours, 
Thou owelſt a debt to Nature, to the 
God of Nature; the day of payment 1s 
not expreſſed, therefore it may be de- 
manded at any time. Reader, though 
ſome fruit falls from the Tree by reaſon 
of its maturity z yet how much more is 
blown off, or cudgeld off, whilſt it is 
green? Do not thine eyes ſee Coffing 
and Graves of all ſorts and ſizes? And 
wilt thou be as the filly Beaſts, who 
though the Butcher come one day to the 
Field and fetch away one, another day 

T4 and 


and fetch away another to the ſlaughter; 
yet thoſe that remain neither miſs them 
that are gone, nor dread their own de» 
ſtinies. O Friend , what -doſt thou 
think to do, when time is gone, and 
death comes? wilt thou ſtop the Sun of 
thy Life in its career? Will it hearthy 
Voice, and obey thy Command? Or 
wilt thou call to Time, as 7fraels Gene- 
ral did to the Sun; Stard ſtil, that I 
may be avenged of all my Senfuality, 
and Idleneſs, and Pride, and Impeni- 
tency , and all my ſpiritual Enemies, 
which have robbed me of God and Hea- 
ven? Do you imagine Time will be 
at your beck? Or are the apprehenſions 
of the King of Terrors, amigfa dread- 
ful Day of Judgment, and of .an ama- 
zing Eternity, no whit rouſing or awa- 
kening to thee ? 

Canſt thou believe a dark night of 
Death a fit time to trim, and adorn, and 
attrire thy Soul in, for the love and em- 
braces of the King of Kings, and Lord 
of Lords, Now God gives thee a day, 
but of how many hours, whether longer 
or ſhorter, thou cant not tell. Thy 
life is fleeing away, Time's Chariot 

moves 
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moves ſwiftly : Tet a little while the Licht 
& with thee., walk while thou haft the 
Light, leſt Darkneſs come upon thee, Joh. 
12. 35. Two —_ eſpecially occur 
in theſe words, 1. Now thou haſt time, 
yea opportunity, make much of it, im- 

rove it to the utmoſt 5 Walk while thou 

oft the Light. God allots thee a due 
time for bringing forth : Hence it's Ob- 
fervable, That God gave the Figg-Tree 
three years to bearin; other Trees, as 
the Olive and Nut-Tree required more 
time, but ſo ſacculent a Plant as the 
Figg-Tree needed no more ; nay, faith 
ATLapide, If the Figg-Tree bear not the 
third year, it will never bear, God ne- 
vet expeJ Brick without allowing 
Straw, nor requires his Rent before 
Quarter-day', or the time of payment 
comes, 2. Thy time, orat leaſt thine 
opportunity is very ſhort ; therefore 
work much in a little time, whilſt thou 
haſt the Light 3 Tet a little while the Light 
* with thee ; a little while and the Light 
will .be taken from thee. A little while, 
and the light of Life; a little while, and 
the light of means, and helps, and ſea» 
ſons of Grace will be taken from _ 
T: An 
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And what then ? truly , then darknefs 
will come upon thee, (adark Grave 
will be the receptacle of thy Body, and 
a dark Dungeon will be the receptacle 
of thy Soul, if thou now loytereſt, ) and 
darkneſs 15no fit ſtate, nora dark night 

a fit time to walk or work in. ; 
Darkneſs is dreadful, and every thing 
ſeems more frightful in the might. If a 
mans houſe be on fire in the mght, that 
he hears the noiſe and ratling- of the 
flames, ſeeth no way of eſcape for him- 
{clf, his Wife; amd his Childrenz O' m 
what a plight is he > he ſtands naked'm 
his Chamber, at a loſs whatto do, he 
is full of horrors and terrors, to be cott- 
ceived by none but himſelf. How pale 
is his Countenance, and how heavy his 
Heart, when he ſeeth the flames ſerzing 
his Chamber, when they come near his 
Body ; he is almoſt drown'd to death 
with grief and ſorrow before heis burnt 
todeath with the flames. Soit 1s, when 
the night of death ſurpriſeth the Loy- 
terer, that hath neglected the doing of 
good, when Conſcience 1s in a flame 
about-his ears, and frights him with the 
fore-apprehenſions of the unquenchable 
burnings, 
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burnings, and with cutting reflections 
upon his former negligence and unprofi- 
tableneſs 3 the man 18 quaking and trem- 
bling,not knowing what to do : Is that a 
time to put onthe Armor of Light, when 
he is putting off his natural Life? Is a 
dark night of fear and amazement a time 
to ſeek God in, or to work out his own 
Salvation? Ah Friend, it is too great 
and weighty a work to be done 1n an 
' Inſtant, and the poor Sinner is too much 
altoniſhed to ſet about it. If the fear of 
a danger gone, and over, kill a Nabal, 
and make his heart like a {tone ; what 
will the fear, the certain knowledge of 
wrath, of the wrath of a God, of the 
everlaſting wrath of a God to come, do 
toa poor Sinner > OFriend, make uſe 
_'of time while thou haſt it. Work the 
work, of him that ſent thee while it is day, 
for the night cometh when no man cau 


work, Joh. g. 4. 
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CHAP. XLI, 


The grand canſe of ſins 'of Omiſſion. An 
unregenerate heart,with the cure of it 5 
a renewed nathre. 


Proceed now to the ſecond and third 

particulars, viz. The cauſe and cure 

of fins of Omiſhton ; I ſhall recite one 

more general and principal Cauſe, o- 

thers more ſpecial, and leſs principal, 
and joyn the Cure to the Cauſe. 

I. The grand Cauſe of theſe fins of 
Omiſtion, 1s an unregenerate Heart. 
Where the ground is unplowed , and 
lieth fallow, no Fruit can be expected ; 
Weeds may grow, good Corn cannot 
grow there: When the Heart 1s not 
broken up by Repentance, but hardned 
through cuſtom and continuance in fin, 
no fruits of Righteouſneſs, no Faith, 
no Love, or Humility, ec. can be ex- 
pected there. Can the Leopard change 
his ſpots, or the Blackamore his skin ? no 
more can he that is accuſtomed to do evil, 
learn to do well, Jer. 23.13. Natures 
Fruit will be according to its Root, 
whe- 


g6s The gravd cauſe of (ms of Omiſſion, 
whether ſweet or ſowr. There muſt 
of neceſſity be a gaod Foundation laid, 
before there can be a good Super- 
{rudure of Holineſs rear'd. An unre« 
newed Heart hath no tendency towards 


it, and Nature will work little farther 


than its gwn inclination, The Water 
will run as the Tyde carrieth it. Nay, 
the unregenerate Heart 1s contrary to 
religious Duties, hath an hatred and 
abhorrency of them, no wonder then if 
it live in the Omiſton of them, The 
Carnal Mind, Lady Reaſon her ſelf, 
the chief and principal faculty of man, 
1s enmity againſt God, 7t is not ſubje? 
to the Law of God, neither indeed can be, 
Rom. 8.7. Hewho is an enemy to a 
mans Perſon, will never be a friend to 
his Precepts 3 much leſs will he who is 
enmity againſt Gods Life, be ſfubjedt to 
his Law. There is an impoſſibility here- 
of , Neither indeed can be. Till the 
Heart be changed, it will ne&her like 
the Divine Commands, that are ſo con- 
trary to its luſts; and till it be brought 
to love them, it will neglect Obedience 
to them. When the Will, the great 
Commander, 1s ct againſt the Laws of 
God, 
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God, how 'can any of the other facul- 
tics ſubmit tothem > As in fleſhly huſts, 
the titillation is from ſenſe and appetite; 
but the conſent of the reaſonable Will, is, 
that which makes it a vice;ſo unto good, 
the inclination may poſlibly be from ex- 
ample or education, but the royal aſſent 
of the Will is that which makes it a vir- 
tue. The Devil finds it no hard work 
to part Sin and his Duty, whoſe Will 
never choſe it, and whoſe Heart never 
loved it; but it will be much cafier to 
part him and his Duty, whoſe Will and 
Heart have an enmity and reluftancy 
againſt it, If a Lads calling doth not 
ſuit his genizs, he ſeldom comes to do 
any thing well, or to be expert at itz 
much leſs when he hates it. The Scho- 
lar who loves not his Book, will hardly 
proceed from the degree of a Dunce 3 
much leſs he who loatheth his Book. IF 
the nature of a man be contrary to God, 
and his Ways, the preſence of God is 
troubleſome to him, Job 21. 14. They 
ſay to God, depart from ws; and the Wor- 
ſhip of God 1s tedious to them. When 
will the new Moon be gone, and the $ab- 
bath be over. And the Precepts of God 
are 


| The grand cauſe of ſins of Omiſſion. " 


The grand cauſe of ſint of Omiſſuor. 
are Fetters and Cords to them, 7/al. 2. 
3. Let ws break their bonds aſunder, and 
caſt away their cords from ws. Common 
gifts of the Spirit, as Illumination, Con- 
victions, ſudden flaſhes of Aﬀection may 
do ſomewhat againſt this diſtemper of 
Nature, but the virtue of that Phyfick is 
ſoon ſpent, and then it returnsto its for- 
mer illneſs. Colours not laid in Oyl, 
will ſoon be waſht off. 

Indeed, how can it be expected, that 
a Body ſeparated from a Soul ſhould 
{tir or move; and much leſs can it be 
expected, that a Soul without Chriſt, its 
life, ſhould pray, or hear, or watch, or 
do any thing according to the Will of 
God. Panl tells us, 7 live, i. e. to God, 
according to his Will, doing what is good : 
But how comes this about, at whoſe coſt 
doth he keep houle 5; yet not I, but Chriſt 
liveth in me. I may thank my Lord Je- 
ſus, I am beholden unto him for all abi- 
lity unto ſacred ations: And the life 
that Tlive in the Fleſh, is by Faith in the 
Son of God. It's from Chriſt alone that 
I receive ſupplies of ſtrength and virtue 
to live to God. What will then be- 
come of the Unregenerate perſon, who 
13 
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The grand cauſe of ſins of Omiſſion: 
15 without Chriſt, Fpheſ. 2. 12. He who 
hath not the Son, hath not life. And he 
who hath not life; Iam ſure cannot live 
to God. The Apoſtle fitly joyns them 
together, Trees without fruit, xwice 
dead,' 5.e. certainly dead, or dead in- 
deed, Jude, verſ. 12. Where theſtock 
15 dead, the branches muſt needs wither ; 
and if they wither, there is little likeli- 
hood of fruit. | | 
Beſides, an unregenerate Soul 4s ne- 
ceſlitated (as to internal Omiſfions, iri 
regard of his want of fpiritual life, (o) 
to external Omiflions, in regard of his 
engagements to his carnal ittereſt. One 
1s pothbly married to Profit, and wher - 
that calls him, he muſt go, though Clo» 
ſet of Family, or any other Duties bid 
him ſtay ,- Matth. 8. No man can ſerve 
God and Mammon , but he will love the 
one, and hate the other; or diſpiſe the one, 
and cleave to the other.. When once there 
comes a competition between godlineſs 
and gain in rhe lite, it will quickly ap- 
pear which hath the greateſt (way and 
predominancy in the heart. The. youn 
man would not follow Chriſt, becau 
his Eltate denied to give him leave. 
Bb Had 
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Had he been leſs rich, he had been (pro- 
bably) more religions 4 but having once 
eſpouſed the intereſt of his Wealth, he 
could not leave it, though he left God, 
and Ghriſt,and Heaven Br it. Another 
is ingaged to Pleaſures, and when they 

e his preſence, it cannot be ſuppor 
ſed that he will defry them for the exer- 
ciſes of Religion, which are ſo painful 
to him; Herod may pretend fair tor Re- 
ligion, and profeſs ſome kindnefs to the 
Baptift, but when his Dalilah commands, 
his love to her over-comes his fear of 
Jobn ; and inſtead of doing many things, 
or any thing that was good, he cuts oft 
- that Head which had a Tongue 1n it fo 
bold, as to reprove him for his fin. A 
third is wedded to Honour, and if that 
be inconſiſtent with Holineſs, as ſome- 
times the caſe may be, he will negle&t 
his Duty to God, to pay his Homage to 
this Diana. YJehu will do one good 
work, becauſe Gods and his intereſt 
were both conjoyned. His ſlaughter 
of. 4habs Sons and Prophets tended *to 
ſettle him the firmer in his Throne, and 
{o his ambition call'd for the ſame with 
Gods Command. But Jehn will omit 


another 
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. another good work, he will not deftroy 
: the Idolatry at Dan and Bethel, becauſe 
- there his intereſt and Gods were divt> 
, ded; for though God enjoyned the de- 

r ſtruction of Idols in one place as well as A 
y 
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another, yet Jeb was fearful , as his 
Predeceſlor Jeroboam, that the Crown 

'- | would not be faſt on his Head, if the 
il F people ſhould = one up to Jar uſalem 
- | to Worſhip; wats ore when his carnal 
fo intereſt forbids what God commands, 
$, he diſobeys God, to ſerve that. There 
x | is no unſanttified perſonin the World, 
Ss, | but hath ſome wotldly intereſt of his 
f y” ſuperiour and paramount z nay, in 
ny things nocid te and contrary to 

A | the intereſt of God; and therefore 
at } though he may obey God, while both 
e- } thoſe Intereſts can agree and walk toge- 
@ } ther in the ſame way, yet whenthere 
to f| is a neceſlity of their parting , he will 
xd | cleaveto that which hath the predomi- 
(t F nancy within him. Where God hath 
er | ſome reſidence, and is entertain'd but as 
to | anunderling tothe Fleſh, when 1t comes 
ad F to this paſs, that one muſt be turn'd out 
th 3 of doors ( for they cannot agree long 
together ) you may cafily gueſs which it 
ſhall be. Bb 2 The 
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1s from his meaneſt and worlt part, Be: 
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The Cure of this, Reader, mult be ( if 
thou art not born again ) to get a new 


heart. An old heart will never ſerve. 


for, orenable unto the atts of new Obe- 
dience. The water will riſe no higher 
than the Fountain head whence it flow- 
eth. If you would have a Clock to 
move regularly, and the hand withont 
togo true, you muſt have the wheels 
and poizes right within... A good 
temperament of Body may cauſe a pro- 
ys to ſome things that are honeſt; 
ut that excellency muſt be of little 
worth, that hath its Original from nians 
baſeſt part, (as thoſe materials are =_ 
which ariſe out'of the potentiality oft 
matter,) and truly that honeſty deſerves 
not the name of Virtue , being not 
—_— with the command of Rea- 
on, Anexact Conſtitution may help a 
man tobe mild, meek, courteous, mo# 
deſt, ſhame-faced ; but thefe cannot be 
adopted into the Family of goodneſs, 
becauſe here, as they ſay, in the motion 
of the Serpent, the tay] leads the way 


. to the Head; the Body rules and go- 


verns the Soul, and the mans perfeCtion 


lides, 


- 
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fides, the caule of all this ſeeming-virtue 
is mutable and mortal. Age, or Sickneſs, 
or change of Air, or of Condition, may 
alter a mans good nature; and then 
where 1s his Religion? Truly, as a 
Comet, it came without giving notice, 
and goeth away without giving warn- 
ing. The Cauſe being taken away, the 
Effect ceaſcth. 

Improved Reaſon will do more to- 
wards Religion, than a found bodily 
Conſtitution 3 but yet the Moraliſts, for 
all their Reaſon, were far enough from 
being religious. Indeed, reaſon right- 
ly improved, is a ſpecial help, a ſervice- 
able Hand-Maid. to Religion ; but as 
they uſed it, or rather abuſed it, it be- 
came an Oppoſite and Enemy to Religi- 
on. The Mind or Underſtanding, which 
is the ſupream faculty of the Soul, they 


# ſet upin defiance of Revelations, and 


with it they ont-face Illumination. 
Ya 55g the natural man, anima- 
lis homo, he that hath no more thaq a 
reaſonable Soul, perceiveth not the things 
of God, for they are fooliſhneſs unto him 3 
neither can he know them, becauſe they are 
ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14. Na- 

Bb 3 tural 
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tural Light will not help a man to ſee 
ſpiritual _— ( becauſe there is no 
proportion between the Faculty and 
the Object ) and becauſe 1t cannot ap- 
prehend them, therefore it condemneth 
them as fooliſh and ridiculous, It hath 
its highthoughts, and carnal reaſonings, 
and vain imaginations, in which ſtron 

holds, Luſt ſhelters it ſelf againſt all the 
Convictions of our own Spirit. And 
as the Moralift deificth his Underſtand- 
ing 1m oppoiition to Faith, ſo he ido- 
lizeth the liberty of his Will ir oppoti- 
tion to the ſpecial Energy and Virtue of 
the Holy Ghoſt. ' Liberty , ſaith the 
Philoſopher, I have by Nature ; that is, 
a freedom to chooſe Good or Evil, I 
' havein common with the reſt of Man- 
kind, but poodneſs to that liberty, or 
an application of it to the choice of 
good rather than evil; thisI have from 
my ſelf, my Reafon, andTam beholden 
to tmy ſelf for it. So that, as Auſtin ſaith, 
if this be true, $i nobis poteſt libera v0- 
luntas ex deo eft, quoad hoc poteſt eſſe, 
vel bona, vel mala, bona vero voluntas ex 
mobis eff ; melins eſt id quod a nobis quam 
quod ab illo eft, De peccat. merit. bb. 2, 
q cap. 
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cap. 18, If our Will be free from God, 
it may be good. or bad ; bur if it be 
good from our ſelves, better is that 
which we: have from our ſelves, than 
that which we have from God. In 
ſhort , this moral Votary differs from 
the natural, that the Original of the 
latters Reljgion, is the Coaltitution of 
his Body, of the formers is the chief 
faculty of his Soul ; but neither of theſe 
can make a man religious, for where the 
Vitals are tainted, and the inward parts 
infected, it's in vain to uſe Plaiſters or 


outward Medicines. Indeed, here is 


the great fault of both the former, that 
they take no notice of the depravation 
of mans ,nature, which alone would 
convince them of the neceſlity of a 


_ change, They who have crazed Prin- 


ciples, and crackt Brains, cannot fete an 
defets in themſelves, being orepoſleſt 
with an Opinion of their own perfecti- 
on. Both the Naturaliſts and the Mo» 
raliſts are ſo far from knowing the 
plague of their own hearts , that th 
count every . thing of Nature rather 
lovely than loathſome. And as amon 
the Moors, blackneſs is counted a beauty, 
Bb 4 becauſe 


376 my The grand cauſe of ins of Omiſſog | 


becauſe it's common and general, and 
they ſee no other. So with theſe men, 
the vitiolity of Nature, which is the 
ſeed of all evil, is commended for the 
ſpring of Virtue. Indeed, they are in 
love with their Diſeaſe, and inſtead of 
Health, have this unhappineſ, that they 
feel not their own fickneſs ; ſo that net- 
ther the one nor the other can be religi- 
ous,or perform thoſe Duties which God 
requireth. 

. . Regeneration is abſolutely requilite 
to.this ; He that Jayeth not that for his 
Foundation, can never build a Temple 
for God, he. muſt needs prove a Bank- 
rupt 3. that 1s, worſe than naught when 
;he begun. Some tell us, that Trees ſhoat 
above gtound as much and no more than 
they do under ground. I am ſure there 
is no more godlineſs outwardly in the 
Life, than there is inwardly in the Heart, 
If the fear and love of God be the 
great ſpring to ſct all the wheels a going 
Jn the 'ways of Religion, then all 1s 
Tight, but till then nothing is right. If 
there be not the Oyl of ſolid Grace in 
the Veſſel of the Heart, to feed Profeſhi- 
on in the Lamp and Holineſs in the Life, 
both will quickly fail, © When 


op 
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When God intends that his people 
L ſhould walk in his Statutes , keep bis 
E Jncgunente, and do them ; what doth he 

r them to prepare them and enable 
n | them thereunto? truly this, he rege- 
f | nerates them, and changeth them, and 
Y putteth a new principle into them; /Z 
i- | will give them a new Heart, and a new 
1- Spirit, Ezek. 36. 26. I will caſt them 
d | inthefireofmy Word, and though they 
are old, tough untoward metal, I will 
te | melt them, and ſoften them, and they 
iis | ſhall run intomy mould. But how can 
le this be? Nature will ſtill run into its 
k- | old temper; though it may be a little 
en | alterd in its form, yet it will ſtill con- 
ot | tinue the ſamein fibRtance and matter. 
an | No, I will put my Spirit into them, aud 
Te | they ſhall walk in my Commandments, and 
he 3 dothem. My Spirit ſhall renew and quite 
rt. | alter their Spirits, it ſhall turn the ſtream 
he | of their Hearts from the World and 
ng | Fleſh unto God, and ſhall be inthem a 
[1s principle of ſpiritual life and motion, 

If ſtrengthening them to walk in my Sta- 

in| tutes, and to keep my Commandments, and 
fti-} do theme. The natural Spirit would have 
ſerved to done natural ations, The 

h Spirit 
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Spirit of the World would have ferved 
for a man to have walked according to 
the courſe of the Warld ; but no leſs 
than a new Spirit can: ſerve for a new 
life, and nothing below the Spirit of 
God can help unto a faithful walking 
with God. 

Two things, Reader, I would fpecially 
comment to thee, without which thou 
canſt nevet rightly obey any poſitive 
Precept ; and they are to make ſure of 
a change in thy Judgment and thy 
Heart. 

1. Make fare of a change in thy 
Judgment concerning Sin and Obedi- 
ence.' ' By nature” thou haſt lookt on 
Sin,” as Arhar 'on the Wedge of Gold, 
and David on Bthbſheba as lovely and 
defirable ; thou haſt beheld it through 
the Devils Spectacles,and ſo haſt judged 
It clegible, If (till thou art of the ſame 
mind ; though thou mayſt for ſhame or 
fear forbear it a while, yet as two 
Lovers parted by their Parents contrive 
and conſptre how to meet together, and 
do find ſome opportunity or other con- 
curring with their defires z ſo thou wilt 
find ſometime to give thy old _— 
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Luſts a viſit, and as cloſe and fond eni- 
braces as ever. There isa neceſity of 
_ renewed in the Spirit of thy 
Mind, if thou wouldſt not be confor- 
mable to the World in fin and folly, 
Rome. 12.2. Formerly thou | haſt lookt 
on Holineſs as a mean contemptible 
thing, as a fooliſh ridiculous thing; as 
a fruitleſs unprofitable thing, Job.7.48, 
49- I Cor. 2. 14. Job 21. 15. Mal. 3. 
and thereupon haſt turn'd thy back up- 
on it : If thou art ſtill of the ſame Op1- 
nion, thou will be ſtill of thine old un- 
godly Converſation. + Till thy Mind be 
cnlightned to ſee the beauty of Holi 
neſs, the excellency of Obedience, the 
equity of the Divine rw wt the 
Right and Title that God hath to thy 
Perſon and Service, thou wilt never 

rform Duties to any purpoſe. - 

Till thou art turn'd from Darkneſs to 
Light, thou canſt never be turned from 
Satan to God, As 26. 18. They muit 
be renewed in knowledge after the Image 
of \him that created them, who would put 
on the new man, which is after God, is 
created in righteouſneſs and true bn 
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Col. 3. 10. Epheſ. 4. 24. This illumj- 
nation is requiſite in order to the ſecond 
thing; there muſt be a change in the 
Judgment, before there can be any in 
Aﬀedcions. 

2. Getthy Heart changed about Sin 
and Obedience : If there be not a loath- 
ing in thee of Sin, and a love in thee 
to Holineſs, thou wilt not much or long 
forſake the one, or follow after the 
other. By nature thou loveſt Sin as 
thy Meat and Drink, Prov. 4. 17. as 
thy Dainties, Pſal. 141. as thy Members, 
Col. 3.5. as thy right Hand and right 
Eye, Matth. 18. as thy ſelf, Matth. 16. 
24. Now whillt this love continueth, 
thou canſt never leaveſin. As the Dog 
may forbear the meat on the Table 
whilſt the Servants eye is on him, for 
fear of the Cudgel. But when he can 
come at it alone and ſcape, he will fall 
to it greedily. It from a ConviRtion of 
the great evil of Sin, thy Heart be not 
brought to abhor itz though ſome 
qualm of Conſcience, or ſharp Provi- 
dence may make thee defilt from it 
at preſent, yet when theſe Diſtempers 
( as thou counteſt them) are gone, 


thy 
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thy Stomach will come; and as one re- 
covered of an Ague, thou wilt fall too 
more greedily, and feed on it more 
largely than ever. By Nature thy heart 
is ſet againſt Obedience. Thy Voice 
is, I will not have this man to Rule over 
me. The Voice of thy Heart, which 
was the Voice of their Lips; for they 
ſpoke plain Ergliſh. As for the word 
that thou haſt ſpoken tons in the Name of 
the Lord, we will not do it, Jer. 44. 16. 
Both the King and his Laws are odious 
to thee, and how then ſhall they be 
obey'd ? If thy Heart continue thus 
bent againſt Holineſs, doſt thou. think 
thou canſt mind it ? All thy ſhews, and 
ſhadows, and flouriſhes, and profettion, 
and privilegdes, and purpoſes, and pro» 
miſes, will ignifie nothing for Holineſs, 
or againſt Sin; till thou canſt ſay with 
David , TI hate every falſe way : but thy 
Law do T love, Pſal. 1t9g. He is hardly 
ſeparated from his Maſter, be he God 
or Satan who is bound and faſtened to 


' him with the heart-ſtrings of love, And 


the Devil fhall find, it a tough talk torob 
Chriſt of that Servaut, who takes plea- 
ſure and delight in his work. There- 
fore, ' 
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fore; Reader, thy jud _ muſt be al- 
ter'd; that thou mayſt judge of Sin and 
Holineſs aright, and = & thy heart 
be brought out of love with Sin, and 
in love with Holineſs; and- then the 
work of Picty will go on pleaſantly, and 
thou wilt chearfully obey the Divine 
Commands. His Statutes will be thy 
Songs, whilſt thou art in this houſe of 
thy Pilgrimage, P/al. 119. O how rea- 
dily wilt thou fet about thy buſineſs, 


when the Laws of God are the joy of 


thy heart,?/z/.119.111. And thy delight 
is in his Law; Pſal. 1. when thou haſt 
w nature in thee that inclines, and -— 

leth, and 1ngageth thee to lineſs, 
when thou 3 —— and Sl Du- 
ties and Ordinances, and taſt them more 
pleaſant to thy Soul, than ever the 
=" Dainties have been to thy 


if thou wouldſt be truly and poſi- 
tively holy, thou ſeeſt, Reader, a nece(- 
ſity of Converſion ; without it thou 
canſt no more aft holily, than a dead 
man can move, ora ſtone walk, or the 
Tyde of it ſelf turn blickward, when 
m its full (treogth' and career. _ 

then 
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then wilt thou do? For I muſt confeſs 
withall, chat this regenerating Work, 
which is a reſurreQion from the Dan 
and a new Creation, 1s altogether 
yond thy power. Thou canſt as ſoon 
ſtop the Sun in its courſe, and Seal, up 
the influence of the Stars, as convert 
thy ſelf. - But to encourage thee, know 
that there is help to be had ; God hath 
proclaimed himſelf the Author of itz 
James 1. 18, ,Of his own will begat be 
#7, (and his Word and Miniſters the 
Inſtruments of it ) by the word of Truth, 
lo As 26.18, 1 Cor. 4. 15. Sothat thy* 
work muſt be to wait on God 1n his 
Word, and to beg hard of him, that 
he would be found of thee in his own 
way. Alas, how ſhouldſt thou fill 
Heaven and Earth night and day with 
thy Cries, and Groans, and Tears, and 
Prayers z when thou conſidereſt, except 
thou liveſt to God, and walkeſt after 
the Spirit, thou art loſt for ever; and 
without a new Heart and new Spirit 
thou canſt not live or walk fo, and 
none but God cando this for thee. O 
Friend, fall down on thy knees before 
him, acknowledge thy unworthineſs 3 

/ urge 
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| urge God with his Promiſe, Twill give 
you anew heart, and a new Spirit will Tput 
intg you 3 and Twill take away your hearts 
ous , and give wnto you hearts of 
Fleſh. And I will put my Spirit into 
you, and cauſe you to walk in my ways, 
&c. Ezek. 38. 26, 27. God cannot de- 
ny his own hand-writing, he will make 
5 good what he hath ſpoken. Look up 
to Jeſus Chriſt to plead for thee, who 
died to purchaſe Holineſs, and delights 
to ſee that paid which he hath bought ; 
and hath God engaged to him , That 
he ſhall ſee the travail of his Soul, to his 
ſatisfaTion , Ia. 53.10. and perſevere 
in ſo doing, knowing thou ſhalt reap in_ 
time, if thou fainteſt not. 
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CHAP. XLIL 
Another tanſe of ſins of Omiſſion. Teno- 


rence, with the cure of it ; labouring 


after knowledee. 


- 
—— 


2. Nother cauſe of ſins of Omiſſi- 
. On, 1s: Ignorance; They who 
know ngt their Maſters Will can never 

do 
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: do it. Let Papilts lay , That Ignoramce 
is the Mother of Devotion ; the Word of 
F God, and our own experience do loud- 
f ly ſpeak the contrary 3 Epheſ.4.18. They 
, 


are eſtranged from the life of God, ( i.e; 
a lite of Holineſs, a lite in Heaven, ) ; 
through the ignorance that is in them, be- 
- canſe of the blindneſs of their hearts. A. 
p blind man may well miſs his way, and-a' 
Y blind Mind can never &do his work; 
S Whatever the World talks of their ho+ 
; neſty and goodneſs, notwithſtanding 
þ their ignorance, Without knowledge the 
af mind is not good, Prov. 19, 2. They 
E preſume to excuſe their dark Heads 
an, with their good Hearts, but theſe two 
are inconfhiltent. A dark Cellar is nor 
fuller of Vermine, nor a dark hole of 
duſt, than a dark Heart 1s of fhilthineſs; 
Hof 4.1, 2. They who want the knows 
ledge of God, are under-the dominion 
0- | of the Devil. Heis the Ruler of the 
's | darkneſs of this World, Epheſs6. And 
I am (are the unclean Spirit never bears 
{way in a clean Heart, nor this evil Spt- 
li- | riticiagood Heart, No, as the Eagle, 
"0 | he firſt pecks out the eyes of his prey, 
and then devours it. How cafily is a 
Cc blind 


2386 Jynorance a cauſe of ſims of Omiſſion, 
bliad Soul conquer'd and kill'd by the 
enemies of his Salvation? What Error 
will not an ignorant Creature ſwallow 

. down? heis like water, ready to take 
the impreſſion and form of what Veſſel 
you pleaſe to pour him into, Matth. 22, 
29. Our Saviour tells the Sadduces, That 
they erred, not knowing the Scriptures, 
And the Apoſtles told the Corinthians, 
who doubted at leaſt about the Reſur- 
retion, ( as 1he Saddnuces denied of 
Some have not the knowledge of God, 
x Cor. 15. 32. What crime will not 
an ignorant man commit 2 Knowledge 
tothe Mind is as Light to the World, 
which dzſcovers our way, and thereby 
prevents our wandrings; but it's no 
wonder at all for men tm the night, and 

darkneſs of ignorance, to go altray, or 

; to ſtumbleand fall. . 7f a man walk in 
the night, be ſtumbleth , becauſe he ſeeth 
mot the light of this World, Joh. 11. 9. 
Why do we think Sin is called a work of 
darkneſs, truly,not only becauſe it's from 
the Devil, the Prince of Darkneſs ; and 
he that doth evil loveth darkneſs, hates 
the light, and it's the way to blackneſs 
of darkneſs ; but alſ6 becauſe it's -con- 
| _ ceived 
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| Tynorance « cauſe of ſins of Omriſſion. 987 
ceived in the Womb of a dark Heart; 
The Prince of Darkneſs may beget what 
Monſters he pleaſeth on ſuch Perſons, 
2 Tim. 3. 3. Ignorant women were laden 
with divers Inſtr. No ſoil fuller of ſuch 
weeds, than that which is not manured 
with knowledge. St. Paul's ignoratice 
was the ground of his walting. the 
Church at ſuch a cruel rate. I'wss # 
Blaſphemer, a Perſecutor, injurious, but 1 
did it ignorantly, 1 Tim. 1, 13. That 
Monſter Sm, which the Sen hid his head 
asalhamed to behold the Murther of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, had ignorance for its 
Mother : .A&: 3. 15. Te killed the Prince 
of Life, verſ, 17. Aud now Brethren, I 
wot that through ignorance ye did it,as did 
alſo your Rulers. So the Apoltle-Pawl , 
Had they known, they would not have cru- 
cified the Lord of Glory. , Now it igno- 
rance be the cauſe of ſuch grieveous 
Commiſiions, it muſt much more be the 
cauſe of Omifſion; for in all theſe Coam- 
miſſions there are great Omiſſions : bue 
[ ſhall ſhew particularly that Ignorance 
15 one cauſe of fins of Omifſion, , > 
.. We are bound tolove God, and that _ 
with aff our Hearts, and with all our Sowle 
Cc 2 and 


388 Ignorance a caſe of fins of Omiſſton. 
aud with at or Ettength, Matth. 22.47. 
Buti1s it poſhible to-loye one whom we 
are ignorant of ? Did ever any fear an 
unknown Evil,- or deſire or delight in 
an unknown Good ? Are not the great- 
eſt Rarities, and richeſt Jewels of the 
World , that are undiſcovered, unde- 
fired.: The Apoſtle ſhith, He that loveth 
not biy Brother whom he hath ſeen, how 
can be love God whom: he hath not ſeen 2 
x Joh. 3: I am ſurehe that doth not fo 
much as ſee God with the eye of his 
Soul, - bis Underſtanding can never love 
him. :Weſay, What the ee ſees not, the 
heart griewes rot; it's as true, what the 
eye ({ceth. not, the heart loves not. 

Wha can obey Divine Precepts, who is 
Ignorant of them? or fear Divine Threat- 
nings, who doth not know them ? or be 
allured by,Divine Promiſes, who is alto- 
gether a {tranger tothem? God, and 
Chrilt,and Pardon, and Lite,and Promi- 
ſes,& Covenant, may ſtand long enough 
knocking at the door of an Heart faften- If (+ 
ed with Ignorance, before they will find I fa\ 
admittance.lt is our Duty,our great Gol- |} hi, 
pel-Duty,to. believe in Chriſt, Joh.6.This da 
is his Commandment, that ye believe in him | it's 

whom 
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whom he hath ſent, £ Jeb.3.23.. But ipnos 
rance hinders this, How /he{/thepbelieve in 
him of whom they have not heard, Rom. 10, 
10. Who will trutt a meer ftranger,cfpe- 
cially in a mattervf weight ?-I had need 
to know him well whom I'truſt. wittym 
Soul and Salvation, wath all I am wort 
for this and the other World. .: A'\wiſe 
man will not venture ht Eſtate, much 
leſs his Life, leaſtoball his Soul with one 
of whoſe integrity, and Gaithfulneſs, and 
ability, and reſponſiblene(s he havhy not 
good afſurance.. The 7/almiſts ſaying is} 
They that know thy, Name,will truſt in thee, 
Pſal.g.10. They who know rhy:Grace & 
Goodneſs, thy Promiſe, and Power; and 
Trath, they will truſt thee; "but orhers 
will not. Paul's — nothave beew 
ſo high, nor the Wine of his joy fo brilk; 
when his Death drew near, 'hagq vit nve 
been for his great acquaintance” witty 
him with, whom he had venrured tas all ; 
2 Tim.1.12, I know whom I have believed, 
( how willing, how ready, how-able row 
fave me,) and what I have committed to 
bin, he is able to keep for me againſt that þ. 
day.Knowledg isſo requiſite to Faith, that 
its once & again put Gr Faith, Iſa.5 3-10. 
| Cc 3 I Cor. 
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" Igworance 4 cauſe of ſins of Omiſſion, 
1 Cor. 2.2.. Job. 17. 3. Phil. 3.8, g. but 

| ance 1s Faiths great hinderance. 
" Again, Our Duty is to repent even 
pain-of eternal perdition, Lake 13. 3. 
Matth.111. 22,23. But ignorance cauſeth 
men to omit .this as well as the other. 
Where there is a vail upon the Under- 
ſtanding, . there is ever a caul upon the 
Heart and Conſcience. As in the night 
ſeaſon ,.we have always the hardeſt 
Froſts and the aoldeſt weather. There» 
fore the-Holy Ghoſt tells us, when 1/rael 
ſhall- repeot:;and turn to the Lord, The 
pail ſhall betaken away, 2 Cor. 3. 16,17. 
While: the: yail remains , they are [till 
y turning;mare and more from God, till 
wrath come upon them to the utter- 
moſt ; but-when the Vail ſhall be taken 
away, that they ſhallſee the evil, and 
miſchief, and loathſomene(s, and folly 
of thoſe ways they have turned to 3 and 
alſo for the beauty, and amiableneſs,and 
bounty, and kindneſs of that, God: they 
have turned from, then they will quick- 
ly return unto the Lord. -Indeed; men 
may thank their Ignorance for moſt of 
their Omiflions, eſpecially the Heathen, 
«nd many Chriſtians who live in dark 
I. 4 by jo. 263,005» * 2 2' GR 
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corners of the Land. I, and many who - | 
are as void and empty of Knowledge, | 
»n' | as the Heathen who live under the Gof- 
3. | pe. Many of theſe neglect Family- 
th ] Duties, Cloſet-Prayer, a ſtrict Sanctift- - 
r. | cation of the Lords-Day , edifying 
-r- | others to their power as opportunity is 
he | offer'd them, and ſeveral others, becauſe 
he {| they do notunderſtand them to be their 
oſt Duty. 

© | Reader, the cure of this muſt be for 
ae! | thee, if ignorant, to labour after the 
be | Knowledge of God, and thy Duty to 
7, | him. ' When David leaves his charge 
ill 3} with his Son Solomon, to ſerve and wor- 
ill } ſhip the bleſſed God, as the great buſt- 
er- | neſs of his life; Mark how he begins with 
en | the means thereof, and concludes with 
ad # the motive thereto. Ard thou Solo- 
ly $ mon my Sor, know the God of thy Fathers, 
ad 3 and ſerve him with a perfet heart and 
nd 

ey 

k- 

en 

of 

n; 

rk 

ers 


willing mind : If thou ſeek him, he will 
be found of thee ; but if thou forſtke him, 
he will caft thee off for ever , 1 Chron, 
28. 9. As if he had ſaid, Solomon, thou x 9. 
Son of my Love, thou Son of my Vows, ;/ mW 
I am now dying, and going to my logs $ 

homez Nature and Grace, my lovet9 *. os 


Cc 4 thee, * 
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thee, andto God, do both ſtrongly ins 
cline me to defire thy well-fare, and to 
wiſh thee wel] eternally ; I know not 
better how to ſpeak and declare it, than 
by. charging and commanding thee, that 
what-ever thou omitteſt or negleCteſt, 
thou wouldſt adore and worſhip the 
God of thy Fathers, and that not for. 
mally and cuſtomarily , but ſolemnly 
and fincerely, with a perfe&t Heart and 
willing Mind 3 and to this end there is a 
neceliity of thy knowing him. Till - 
thou knowelt ;his Grace and Goodneſs, 
thou wilt never love him; till thou 
knowelt his Holineſs and Juſtice, thou 
wilt never fear him ; till thou knowelt 
his Promiſes, and Power, and Faithful- 
neſs, thou wilt never truft him; and till 
thou knoweſt his boundleſs. Soveraign- 
ty and Dominion over, his unqueſtiona- 
ble Right and Propriety in the works of 
his Hands, thou wilt never obey him; 
therefore ſtudy the knowledge of this 
God of thyFathers,that thou mayſt ſerve 
him ; for be aſſured, he will not be 


\ mocked: But with the Upright, he will 


carry hjmſelf upright ; and with the Fro- 
ard , 'he pill carry himſelf froward, 


Ignarence a cauſe of ſins of Omiſrion. 
Pſal. 18. If thou liveſt after -the Fleſh, 
thou .ſbalt die 3 if, thou walkeſt after the 
Spirit, thou ſhalt live. If thou ſeekthim 
in his own way, with all thy Heart, as 
the great work and buſineſs of thy Life, 
he will reveal himſelf to thee, and be 
found of thee in a way of Grace and Fa- 
your; but if thou imbrace the World, 
or the Fleſh, as thy Soveraigns or Por- 
tions, and fo calt him off ; be confident 
he will forſake and caſt thee off for 
ever; and then what will Devils do to 
thee, and what miſery will not ſurprize 


thee? Friend, God affords thee many 


helps for knowledge, and wilt thou-not 
labour after it;? ſball men ſtumble,” and 
fall into Hell, for want of doing their 
Duties ; and negle& to do thetr;Dutics 
for want of knowledge, and that inthe 
clear Sun-ſhine of rhe Goſpel, as thoſe 
do that live in the night and.darkaeſs of 
Heatheniſm and Paganiſm? Reader,wilt 
thou not (ce at Mid-day, at Noon-day ? 
ſhall neither the. Works nor Word of 
God teach thee the knowledge of 
him? Wouldſt thou,do the Will of 
God -or not? if thot wouldſt not, I 
have-no moxe to ſay to thee, Bus be 
Lor 
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Lord have merey on thee. Ifthou wouldft, 
as thou muſt, if ever thou be ſaved; 
Matth. 275. Thou ſeeſt a neceſlity of 
knowledge, for can thy Child or Ser- 
vant'do thy Will, if they be ignorant of 
thy Will. Isit rational to expe&, that 
one who knoweth not what thou 
wouldft have, ſhould do what thou 
would have? Why canſt not thou 
make thy Beaſt as pliable, and as obe- 
dient to thee as thy Son? Is it not be- 
cauſe thy Beaſt is not ſo capable of un- 


- derſtanding or 6 as thy Son is? 


Nay , if thou ſhoutdſt do what God 
commands, and not know that he com- 
manded it, thou could{t not obey hm 
it; for alt Obedience confiſteth in 
ing What God bids us, becauſe he bids 
as, 'Pſal. 1x9. 5; 6. For unleſs his Au- 
thority"do priacipalty ſway the Conſci- 
ence, ir ot ſubjeftion to what he en- 
why its nothing worth. God hates 
lmd Sacrifices, Mel. 1. Reader,wouldſt 
thor have high and honourable 
thoughts of God-? wouldſt thou have 
awful and reverential apprehenſions of 
God ? wouldſt thou have Heart and 
Life wholly at his Command, then mo 
- ' im, 


him, Pſel. 78. 1. in Judah iz God known, 
his Name is great in l{rael. How comes 
his Name to be ſo much reverenced, and 
praiſed, and admired in his Church more 
than in all the World beſide ; but be» 
cauſe there he is better known, 71 Ju- 
dah & God known ; thence his Name is 
ſo great in Iſrael. Father,the World hath 
not known thee, but theſe have known thee, 
Joh. 17. So that, Reader, if ever thou 
would(t eſteem, and honour, and love, 
and obey God, get the knowledge of 
him. Thisis ſpiritual life, and the ſeed 
of eternal,” Joh. 17. 3. Be not bruitiſh 
inthe ſhape of a man, as the Horſe and 
Mule which hath no underſtanding, Pſal. 
32.9. Pal. 49.ult. Fſal. 92. 6. but take 
any pains in.hearing, and reading, and 
meditating , and in conferring with 0+ 
thers, that thou mayſt get knowledge. 
They ſhall run to and fro, and knowle' 

ſhall be increaſed. The Merchant vets 
turesto and fro, from Port to Port, in 4 
wooden bottom, to increaſe his Wealth, 
and get ſome precious Pearls. Knows 
ledge is aJewel of much greater value 
Letno labour be thought too much for 
it, eſpecially cry after Knowledge, _ 
$-, ift 
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lift up thy Voice for Underſtanding 3 ſeek 
her as Silver, ani ſearch for her as for hid 
Treaſure ; Then ſbalt thou underſtand the 
ſear of the Lord, and find the knowledge 
of God, Prov. 2. 4,5, 6+ 
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Another cauſe of lins.of Omiſcion, Tdleneſs, 
Tl with the cure of it. 


th Third cauſe of fins of Omiſſton, 
| 1s Idleneſs. _ Negative Holineſs 
requires no great pains 3 a man may for- 
bear Drunkennefs, ſwearing , lying , 
itealing; &c. without any great labour. 
A man may keep bis Bed, ,or his Chair 
all day, and ſo do no hurt. , Somemen, 
as the Hiſtorian abſerves, are:ſola ſocor- 
dia innocentes, do no miſchiet ( not be- 
caulc they dare not, God having forbid- 
den'it; but); becauſe it wauld coſt them 
ſome pains, ro do it.. Their Heads muſt 
waxk to plot and contrive it, and their 
Hands to manage and execute is. - There 
3s A lluggilh, temper and poorneſs of ſpirit 
ka many men,..who i mean quiet 
- ore 


, 
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before a treaſitte with labour. The 
Sluggard would do evil as other men, 
only he is anwilling to loſe his fleep and 
eaſe, as they do to accompliſh their 
wicked deſigns 3 and he would do good 
as others, ( I meanin regard of the mat- 
ter of Duties) only he is loth to be atthe 
labour. Negative m_ requires On- 
ly a fiting ſ{tull; and a forbearing to med- 
dle with ſuch and ſuch things which 
God hath prohibited ; but poſitive Gods 
lineſs (if to any purpoſe) requires' ins 
duſtry, and zeal, and activity, and the 
putting forth our onge and ſpirits, 
which makes the idle Wretch take his 
leave of it. -Theflothfal Servant could 
let his Talent lie till in the Earth, and 
not lay it out in gaming and rioting, Ce." 
and continue his {lothtulneſs 3 but if he 
had improved it; m trading for his Ma- 
ſters profit, he muſt! have gone up and 
down, and taken patns. 

It's eaſie to forbear curſing,and ſwear- 
ing, and blaſpheming the Name of God ; 
theſe may ſuit well with a torpid 1dle 
perſon, but to calb on the Name -of God, 
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to pray fervently, to pray without cealing, 


to lift;up to the Soul -in prayer, to pour out 
| the 
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the heart , toſtfir up ones ſelf to wraſtle 
with God, to ſeek him with all the 
heart, with the whole heart ; this will 
_— ſome pains and labour, and this 

makes him forbear it. Again, it's no 

reat pains for a man to keep himſelf 
Hom Leceing laſcivious, vain, back- 
biting, or flattering, or evil Language ; 
a man may but forbear coming into ſac 
company, or depart from them, when 
he underſtandeth them about ſuch wic- I 
kedneſs; but for a man to hear the | 
Word of God, with reverence, as the I + 
Word of God; with aveckneſs, as wil- 
ling to be govern'd by it ; with Faith 
as believing all the Promiſes. an 
Fhreatnings of it to be of unqueſtiona- 
ble certainty, and with a reſolution to 
practiſe it, as knowing we ſhall be judg- 
ed by it at thedayof Chriſt ; this will 
colt.ſome head and heatt work, which 
the ſeepy Drone. is unwilling to come 
tO, Cl 
- Again, the right performance of Du- © a! 
| ties in regard: of the manner, requires I J: 
much more paing thanin regard of the I at 
matter 3 therefore they who take upon If 10 
them' a Form, deny the power of :God- 


lineſs ; 


_ =» mw as we 
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linefs 3 and who are not guilty of exters 
nal, are yet of internal Omifſlons. How 
many pray or mumble over a few words 
Morning and Evening to God , ( and 
are pleaſed with it, as if therefore all 
were well, and think God pleaſed too,) 
who never trouble themſelves wich 
minding that reverence, humility, vu 
rightneſs, ſenſe of want, Faith in Chri 
importunity of defires which God ex- 
pects in every prevalent Prayer ; and 
the reaſon is, becauſe the former is fo 
caſte, and the latter ſo laborious. 

Beſides, for a man to examine his own 
heart frequently and impartially, and 
to call himfelf toa ſtrict account what 
he :-hath been and done in the World, 
and what is like to become of him, and 
to befal him for ever; for him to take 
the Looking-Glaſs of the Law of God 
and therein to behold his Heart and 
Life, and having compared his praQti- 
ces with the Divine Precepts, which 
are exceeding broad, to accuſe, and 
judge, and condemn, and loath, and 
abhor hitnſelf 3 for him to lay himſelf 
low before the Lord, and to acknow- 
ledge and confeſs with ſhame, and an- 
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ger,.and grief, his filthinefs and wicked- 
neſs, and:to beg Pardon & Grace, as ear- 
neſtly as one that believes, it his requelts 
be denied, his poor Soul is damned fot 
ever:Friend; Friend, this is hard and pain- 
ful work, and the idle man will not med- 
dle.Once more; he that will be poſitively 
holy, muſt watch himſelf in all his ways; 
- muſt watch-for epportunities of Service 
to God:; he muſt catch at them, and im- 
prove them, when he hath them put into 
his hand 3 he muſt ſtand always upon his 
guard, to defend himſelf againſt his 
enemies; and be as-a Sparrow upon the 
houſe-top, to look about-and conſidet 
where he may pick.up any ſpiritual food 
for his Soul ; he mult deſign, and ſtudy, 
and contrive-how he may ſpend his 
'time, and parts, and ſtrength, and eſtate 
to the belt advantage of his Lord and 
Maſter z and think nothing too much,no 
pains, no labour, nonot his blood foe 
hisLord's Honour ; and will a(luggard 
that lieth with his hands in his boſom do 
this, or any part of this? Ah Friend, the 
{leepy World dream of Happineſs upon 
talie terms, as if they could walk to 
Heaven in a pleaſant Meadow, or be 

carried 
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carried to Heaven in a Down-bed but 
it muſt not be, it cannot, be; Difficilia 
ts | gue pulchra. Canſt thou obtain any 
ft F thing that is excellent, unleſs thou art 
a F diligent ? Doth the Tradeſman get an 
d- | Eſtate, who is not induſtrious to look 
ly after his Cuſtomers, his Books , and 
'S; whatſoever concerns his Calling ? Can he 
ce | who fits ſtill in his Chimney-corner, and 
n- | neither minds buying 1h, nor ſclling 
to | out; nor takes care how things ate or- 
us | derd in his Shop, ever exſpect to be 
ws | rich? Reader, it ever thou wilt make 
ne | any thing of it, there is a neceſlity of 
et | ſhaking off this flothfulneſs. I muſt tell 
>d | thee, an idle perſon is the Devils Cuſhi- 
y, | on, his own burden, unlike and Joath- 
11s | ſome to God, and a wem in the Body 
te | Politick where he lives. To cure this, 
ad | Reader, I muſt fay to thee, as the Apo- 
no | ſtle to the Epheſtans, Awake thou that 
ot | ſleepeſt, ariſe from the dead, Epheſ. 5. 
rd | 14. , Friend,thy work. is not to be doae 
do || ſleeping 3, God-work, Soul-work, Eter- 
he | gity-work is not to be done ſleeping. 
on | Labouring, wraſtling, fighting, ſtriving, 
to | runniag,. are not to be. done (lceping, 
Joh. 6. 27. Gen. 32. 26: Matth. 6. 13. 
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x Cor.9. Doſt thouthink to attain ever- 
laſting Pleaſures, and not to take pains ? 
Doth God value his blifsful Manfions at 
ſo low a rate, as to throw them away 
upon thoſe who {light them, and judge 
them unworthy their ' utmoſt endea- 
vours ? Is the price of Heaven fallen 
ſince the Redeemers being im the World? 


then it was, Seek firſt the Kingdom of 


"God, and the Righteouſneſs thereof, Matth. 
6. 33. And ſtrive to enter in at the ſirait 
Gate , Matth. 7.33. And labour for the 
meat that endureth to everlaſting life, 

'Matth.6. 27, And is it ngw laze and 

loyter,and be blefled for bs: a Though 

_ Cod doth not exſpett from thee a natu- 

_ ral price for his Son, that is impoſhble for 
Men or Angels to give; yethe doth ex- 
ſpect that paCtional price which he hath 
A down im his Word, as the condi 

\.tion of thoſe that ſhall have a part in 

"him, 

©. * Reader, doſt thon know what pains 
"the Merchant takes for corruptible 

© Treaſures, how he ventures his life ina 
wooden-bottom', and a -rempeſtuous 

"Octan, and is every moment in danger 
of death ; how he ſails from Haven to 

Haven, 
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Haven, diſpoſing and exchanging Com- 
modiries , pong and trafhcking with 
perſons of divers Countries and Langua- 
ges, and all to getalittle wealth z and 
if worldly Pearls cannot be had without 
pains, doſt thou think the Pearl of great 
and ineftimable price, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and the fruits of his precious 
blood may be had for nothing, I tell 
thee, as God valued his Son at fo high a 
rate, as to' accept of his temporary ſuf- 
ferings as fuller ſatisfaction to his Juſtice 
on the behalf of millions of Souls; than 
if they had fryed millions of millions 
of millions of years In Hell ; fo God will 
make thee value and prize him, if ever 
thou partake any benefit by him. And 
if thou once comeſt to know his worth, 
and to elteem him accordingly 3 thou 
wilt think no toll, no ſweat; nay, no 
blood too good or too much for him. © 
Friend, ponder the work of poſitive 
Godlineſs, and then judge whether di- 
ligence be not requilite. Cloſet-Duries, 
as praying, reading, ſelf-examining, and * 
Family-Duties muſt daily be performed, 
and that with life and vigor, and all the 
Soul, and all the ſtrength : Thy earthly 
| Dd 2 Cal» 
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Calling muſt be followed with heavenly 
affetions; and whilſt thy Occupation 
is amongſt men, thy Converſation muſt 
be with God. ' Inall Companies, and at 
all Seaſons, and in all Conditions, thou 
art to be in the fear of God, and watchful 
over thy ſelf, that thou doſt nothing to 
diſpleaſe him, and ſolicitous how thou 
mayft do that which is moft pleaſmg to 
him. Fhou muſt love God with all thy 
heart, when he ſeems moſt angry with 
thee; and truſt in his goodneſs, when he 
inflifts never ſo great or ſo many evils on 
thee. Thy duty is to believe ina crucified 
Chriſt, and fo venture thy Sout orr the 
death of another, upon the bare war: 
rant of Scripture ; thou art required to 
deny, and bemoan, and abhor thy felf, 
as near and dear as thou art to thy ſelf, 
to mortifie thy earthly members, and to 
cut off thy right hand, and pluck out 
thy right eye. Not a Relation, not a 
Condition, not an Ordinance, not a 
Providence, but calls for Duties, fuita- 
ble Duties to be performed, and not 
one of theſe Duties but calls for ſuitable 
Graces to be exerciſed; Belides, ' ere 
theſe Luties caa be performed ,” and 
theſe 
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theſe Graces exerciſed, many'ſtrong and 
ſturdy luſts muſt be ſubdued ; the al- 
lurements.on one hand of a flattering, 
gaudy, giddy, {Kin-deep World, as Ba- 
bies to pleaſe Children, trampled on; 
and its afrightments, as Cloths ſtuft 
with ſtraw, to ſcare Birds, muſt be de- 
ſpiſed. I, and all the Powers and Poli- 
cies of Hell combated with, and con» 
uered. And, Friend, can all this be 
|< 6 with thy hands in thy Pocket, or 
without pains. It'sin vain to think of 
freedom from Omiſlions, whilſt thow 
heſt on the | bed of Security. Water 
corrupteth, and breeds venemous Crea- 
tures, whilſt it Randeth (till ; :it is pre- 
ſerved ſweet by motian, as we experi- 
ence in running-{treams. The unufed 
lron ruſteth, whilſt that which is uſed 
groweth daily more bright. ' Neither 
Nature nor Art will afford us any thing 
that is good without labour. The 
round will not yield its fruit, unleſs the 
Huſbandman dung, and plow, and 
dreſs,and harrow it.Can any Artiſt make 
an excellent Clock,or Watch, or curious 
Veſſel without pains? And wilt thou 
preſume of Holineſs and Heaven with- 
Dd 3 out 
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cat 1t ? The Heavens are ever in moti- 


' onfor the benefit of this lower World, 


and never ſtand ſtill but 'by a Miracle. 
The Earth is always labouring to bring 
forth fruit for our proht and delight, 
and never idle and barren, but as curſed 
of God for mans fin. Adam in his eſtate 
of Innocency, was by God himſelf taught 
a'Leſlon of Induſtry, and commanded 
totill the ground. Our bleſſed Saviour 
was not idle 5 but when he undertook 
the work .of mans Redemption, went 
up and down doing good, denying him- 
felf his ſleep. A great while befbre day 
he was at prayer, Mark 1. and he pray- 
e&-all night. He denied himſelf his 
Food when he was hungry, and difap- 
pointed 'of Food at the Figg-Tree ; he 
goeth not toan houſe toeat, but to the 
Synagogue.to preach. He denied Hhirks 
felf his eaſe and pleaſure; and alt 'r6 
follow his buſinefs, Joh. 9. 4. As he ſaid, 
fohedid; I muſt work the work of ' bit 
that ſent me whilſt it is day. And did 
Chriſt contend , and fight, and ſtrive, 
and wraſtle night and day before he was 
crown'd, or could enjoy: the 


ES 
beforc him ; and doſt thou think to have 
Reader, 


all for nothing ? 
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Reader, to condlude this Head conſi i- 
der, Rom. 12. 11. Not ſlothful in buſi neſs, 
fervent in Spirit, ſerving the Lord. Where 
we have the Duty (I am perſiwading: 
thee to ) commanded by. the Apoſtle 
(inregard of its great weight, extraor- 
dinary diffieulty,or backwardneſs to it,) 
both ways: 1, Negatively , not floth-' 
ful in buſineſs; z.e. you will do 'no-, 
thing at it if ye beleepy, ortlothful ; the 
buſineſs is not ſuch as may be done jy A 
dream. Axidlene(s is the burial of our” 
perſons, ſo flothfuloeſs is the burial of 
our aftions. . it's bad ta be flaw at our 
buſineſs, but much worſe tobeſlothful, 
2. Afirmatively, fervent in trig ; this 
is the greateſt diligence poſkuble. Pes- 
vency ts tlic heat and height of the AF 
feftions, and js as contrary ta Notbfyl-: 
peſs as hire to water.  Whenthe powery, 
and faculticg of the Soul are wound yp 
tatheir higheſt pitch in. the, Service 
God; then 3 man may be 09 to be fer- 
vent in Spirit, The boar of the wif 
is nothing to the labour of the brains, 
and the ſweating of the outward man is 
Intle to rhe induſtry of the inward man, 
He that hath the heart of a man, may 
Dd 4 COm- 
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command his purſe and hands, and what 
he hath. Fervency of Spirit, or inten- 
ſion of Mind about any bufineſs, will call 
in. his time, and wealth, and (ſtrength, 
and all to its aſhiſtance. 

-2. The Duty is urged by an high and 
weighty reaſon, ſerving the Lord. It's 
the Majeſty, -Excellency , _ and 
boundleſs 'Perfe&tion of the Object, 
which requixes ſuch warmth, and life, 
,and heat, and fervency of Spirit in thoſe 
that adore him, * Though we may make 
bold: with our fellow-duſt and aſhes, 
with thoſe that are'of the ſame make 
and mould with our {+lves x yet the moſt 
Higb, be. whoſe Name alone is Excellent, 
the God of the Spirits of all Fleſh, to whom 
the whole Creation is leſs than nothing ;, he 
is not to be made bold'with. + His im- 
menſe Being and Perfeftions command 
the higheſt and the hotteſt affe&tions; 
The greateſt Prince mult not be put off 
with leſs than the greateſt Preſent, 


CHAP. 
S720 2.9 


nM” 


Vain excuſes a cauſe of Omiſſuon, 40, I 
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h, Another cauſe of Omiſſuons, is vain excu« 
ſes men have, that Omiſſuons are little 

1d fins, with the cure of it. 
t's 
ad 4 Fourth cauſe of ſins of Omiſh- 
Xt, on, is a Preſumption, or falſe 
e, Opinion that men have : concerni 
'e them, and ſo they think to —_ 
ke them. x) al 
ES, 1. That they are little fins, and ſo not 
ke much.to be minded. 

would be unſeaſonable at this or that 


oſt 2.” That the performance of them 
| time, and fo they are put off to another 


he time that never-comes. 

m- 3. That when they are calledto the 
nd performance of this or that Duty, they 
NS; neglect it with this excuſe, that it is but 


off | one Duty they live in the negle@ of , or 
| it can be no great matter for once to omit 
it. Reader, I ſhall handle theſe feveral- 
ty, and ſhew firſt, that theſe fooliſh ex 
cuſes which men pleaſe themſelves 
with, do cauſe Omiſltions, and then di- 
ret to the cure of cach ſeverally, M 
"7 7, The 
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1. The firſt excuſe is, that Omiſlions 

are ſmall ſins, and this Opinion 1s gene- 
rally rooted in all men. Becauſe they 
do not fly in'the face of Conſcience, d1- 
ſtarb the light of Reaſon, trouble the 
Societies where, and debaucty the per- 
ſans amangſt whom we live, as ſome 
fins' of Commiſſion do; therefore thy 
fancy ( for it is but a fancy ).that they 
are _ and Hhttle, an4no'great matrer 
1s to be made of theres, 'When once a 
man hath ſuckt in this poyſonous, Opini-. 
on, no wonder if his heart ſwell, and 
his life ſwarm with ſuelyfins, Forwhen: 
his Natute hath a relu@atcy againſt.the 
poſitive Precepts, ( much” more- than 
dgainft the negative') and his lazy tem-: 
per ſets.him farther off, 'aind he believes 
that they are Peccadilloes, and little ta- 
Ken horice of by God 3 'yea, that a par- 
don in che High Court of Heaven is al- 
lowed tr courſe for fuch ſmall offences 
What Thontd hinder” bat ' he ſhould 
abound and continue tn them to the end 
of bis life, unleſs his judgment of (them 
be alter'd. | | 
In alt qur converſes and dealings,” we 
are. moft- careleſs about 'matrers which 
we 
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we judge to be. of ſmall concernment. 
For 'tis judged a part of fally.t0 be very 
folicitous about roys atid trifles. '' T 
have a flight cut on my Finger, of my 
{Kin razed, I poffibly let it go, and atm 
nothing troubled abour it ; bur if 4 
bone be broken, or a vital part infeed, 


Famnot a little perplexed; and” quickly . 
apply the beſt 'means for the cure _of - 


it. The lefs I apprehend - the danger 
to be, the leſs care I take. to prevent 
It, ” 
We fee it'by experience about the 
Laws of men, that thoſe Laws, the. 
breach of which' they preſume will be 
generally winked at, and little taken, 
notice of by” the Magiſtrate, ( as res, 
leving Beggars, 'and ſeveral” others, 
are feldom obſerved, and men at m 
are indifferent whether they keep them 
or no; but for thoſe Laws which they be- 
heve will be ſeverely reckorgd for ,,j 
men break them ; as thoſe agaifilt Thefts 
Marchers, Raviſhmeats, Trcafons, and. 
thelike ; theſe they will be" tender of, 
and take cafe leſt they ſhoald incur. 


their penalties: Truly, ſo it isabout the” 


Laws of God; we do uſually make 
—" ſome 


- 
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ſome conſcience of thoſe Laws which we 
apprehend have Death, and Hell, and 
Wrath, and Damnation attending the 
breach of them ; but thoſe Laws , the 
breach of which we preſume 1s no great 
matter, and little minded by God, we 
are careleſs and. indifferent about. 

' To cure this, Reader, conlider theſe 
three or four particulars, | 

1, Igrant, that there are degrees of 

Sin : All fins are not of the ſame 1-4 nor 
Every Sinner of the ſame ſtature. All 
ordinary Births which Satan begets up- 
on the hearts of men are not of the ſame 
bigneſs; yet ſometimes we find Mon- 
ſters horn, . Some (ins-are compared to 
Camels, others to Gnats, Matth. 23. 24. 
Some to Motes, others to Beams, Matth. 
2.3. Some to Talents, others to Far- 
things or Pence. Our Saviour tells us 
of a Creditor who had two Debtors, 
the one owed much more than the 
6ther, Luke 7.41. So Luke 16. 5. Some 
fins are pardonable, other . fins unpar- 
donable , Matth. 12. 31. Wherefore I ſay 
anto you, all manner of ſin and blaſphemy 
ſhall be forgiven unto men, but the ng 
phemy againſt the Holy Ghoſt ſhall not 
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forgiven unto mein. The Stoicks' (as Tyls 
{y obſerves in his Paradoxes, and the 


ovinians, as St. Hierom teſtifieth in bis Fif. *8 
cond Book againſt them, ſided with *** * - 


them, ) held, That all ſits were equal, 
becauſe all ſins are aberrations. from the 
rule, and a going beyond the bounds; 
bur it is to be conſidered that ſome may 
wander farther from their rule, and out 
of their way than others, Some may 
ſhoot wider than others, though bot 
miſs the mark, 

A fin againſt the Firſt Table, ceteris 
paribus, 1s greater than a fin againſt the 
Second, 1 Sam. 2.25; as being more 
immediately againſt God, Whereas all 
fia hath its ſinfulneſs from its oppoſition 
and offenſiveneſs to ſo infinite a Majeſty 
Pſal. 51.4. Againſt thee, thee only have 
ſenned. Thus we read that Witch-craft 
and Idolatry, which dire&tly difown 
God as the greateſt ſins, 1 $42. 15.13; 
And our Lord Jeſus, when alked what 
was the firſt and- great Commandment 
anſwers, To love' the Lord onr God with af 
our hearts, &c. Matth. 22. 11: Spiritual 
fins are greater than bodily fins; 1. A$ 
thoſe by which' we moſt imitate the 
aha! Devil, 
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Devil, whois for ſpiritual wickedaneſles 
in high places, Epheſc 6. All fin is from 
Satan per modum ſervitutic 5 but theſe 


.. fins per modum imaginis. 2. As thoſe 


fins by which we moſt dire&ly oppoſe 
God, who is a Spirit, Joh. 4. 24. and 
therefore God molt directly ſets himſelf 
in battel-array againſt them. 3. As 
thaſe fins that defile and pollute moſt 
the chicteſt part of man, his ſpirit, in 
which regard the Apoltle calls them fil- 
thineſs of ſpirit 3 and diſtinguiſheth them 
from the fk hineſs of the fleſb, 2 Cor.7.1. 
4- As thoſe fins which are the ſpring of 
all bodily and outward fins; O»t of the 
beart proceed Murders, Blaſphemies, Thefts, 
Sec. Matth. 15.19. 5. As thoſe fins 
have more ofthe heare and fpirit in 
them3 the malignity of ſin, in regard of 
ts Object, -is from the immenſity of that 
God againſt whom it js committed ; in 
regard of its Subject, it's from the de- 
gree of that heartineſs and willingneſs 
with which itis committed. To back- 
4lide in: heart, is more than back-ſlide 
from God ,with our tongues, and deny 
him. vocally,, Prov. 14.44. Such a axe 
ſhall be filled with his own ways and wics 

| kedneſs. 
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kedneſs. To err m heart, & the provo- 
cation indeed , Heb. 3. 10. To err in 
heart is mach worſe than to err in 

heads 3 the moreof the heart and fpint 
in any Service, the more loyely and 
acceptable to Gods the more of the 
heart and fpirit in any fan, the mote 
loathſome and abominable to Gad. 6.As 
thoſe fins which have their full ſcope 
and ſwing, In bodily {uns aman is cur- 
bed, as in Uncleanneſs, by the weakneſs 
or wearineſs of his Body; in Prodigali- 
ty, aad Luxury,and Pride, by the weak- 
neſs of his Eſtate; in Murder, by his 
Antagomalt's ſtrength, or his fear of the 
Law, or want of opportunity : But ſpi- 
ritual fins have none of theſe obſtacles 
or hinderances; -He whoſe Body is fo 
weak, that he cannot know one Wo- 
man, may yet in his$pirit defile hundreds 
in oneday; He whoſe Eſtate is ſo ſmall, 
that he can ſcarce maintain himſelf, will 
yet in his thoughts keep a Table for a 
Prince, throw away hundreds upon pro- 
viſion for the Fleſh, and be as great an 
Emperour as he pleaſeth. He whoſe 
ſickneſs, and lawneſs of quality, and 


want- of a convenient ſeaſon, hindreth 
him 
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Vain excuſes a cauſe of Omiſcion. 
him from doing his Neighbour the leaſt 
aCtual injury, may yet 1n his Spirit ſlay 
more than Sampſon did with the jaw- 
bone of an Aſs in a much leſs time. 

Sins againſt Knowledge are greater 
than fins of Ignorance. Our Saviour 
tells the _—_ if they had been blind, 
they had had no ſin; but becauſe ye ſay je 
ſee, therefore your a remaineth, Joh. 9. 
Sins againſt knowledge are fins againſt 
our own light , and thereby we offer 
violence to our ſclves, Rom. 1. 21, to 28. 
2. More daring to God ; for he who is 
ignorant of his Maſters will, cannot do 
any thing,or omit any thing to dare him 
or to provoke him, becauſe he doth not 
know what is diſpleaftug to him 3 but 
he who ' knoweth what God would 
have, ahd omits what he commandeth, 
or doth what he forbids, may rather be 
ſuppoſed tocotmmit the one or omit the 
other, becauſe of his enmity to God. 
3. As more againſt the, mercy of God. 
Knowledge is a great mercy : The Un- 
derftanding of Man is the Candle of the 
Lord. And fins againſt it are therefore 
the more provoking, becauſe againſt the 


Divine goodneſs, Joh. 15, 4. Thicle fins 


againſt 


Vain excuſes a canſe of Omiſrion.. 
againſt knowledge make way for thefin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt, Matth. 12. 32. 
Heb. 6.4, 5, 6. Sinsagainſt the Goſpel 
are greater than fins againſt the Law. 
Thoſe fins are againſt the natural Law, 
the moral, and the Law of Faith, Rom. 
3. 27. and are committed in the face of 
the Sun, as they are againſt the cleareſt 
Light, ſo they are againſt the ſweeteſt 
Love, and therefore the more ſinful. A 
Taper in the hand of a Ghoſt 'makes it 
look the more gaſtly; This is the con« 
demenation, Joh. 3. 19. 

Sins repeated and reiterated,are much 
greater than {ins once committed : Here- 
by the habit of Sin is ſtrengthened ; fre- 
quent acts root the habits. Hereby the 
long-ſuffering of God is abufed ; for the 
more patient he is, the more heis pro- 
voked, Rom.2.4. As in Numbers, one in 
the firſt place ſtands but for a ſingle one, 
1n the ſecond place ten, in the third place 
for an hundred, the fourth place for a 
thouſand ; ſo here, cach Repetition is a 
great aggravation; Prov. 29. 1. He that 
being often reproved, hardneth his heart, 


ſhall be ( ſee the grievouſneſs of his pu-, 


niſhment , not afflicted , but ) deſtroged 
Ec (the 
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(the quickneſs of -it )) ſpeedily, (and the 
rrecoverableneſs of it) and that with- 
out remedy. It's one thing to fall into 
the water, another thing to lie there; 
'tis the latter that drowns men. 

The Sins of the people of God are 
greater reſpectively than the Sins of 0- 
thers ; therefore they are ſaid only #p do 
evil, as if all the World belide were in- 
nocent, Jer. 32. The Children of I{racl 
and the Children of Judah have. only done 
evil before me. 1. As theſe Sins are com- 
mitted againſt the greateſt Obligations 
on Gods part, againſt the electing, cal- 
ling, pardoning, adopting, ſaving-Jove, 
each of theſe 1s an aggravation of Sin. 
God accents Iſraels Sin from his ſpecial 
kindneſs, Hof. 11.1. Although I was 
an Huſband to them, 2, As they are 
committed againſt the moſt ſolemn in- 
gagements on our part. Every of Gods 
people doth expreſly before God, An- 
gels and Men, promiſe and covenant to 

the Lords, wholly, univerſally, and 
eternally the Lords, The I1fraelites a- 
vouched God to be theirs. And David 
ſwore that he would be Gods obedient 
Servant, P;al. 119.” T bave ſworn, and I 
| will 


Vain exenſet a canſe of Omiſcion. 
will perform , that T will keep thy righ- 
teows Judgments, And it's no mean Sin 
to be guilty of Perjury. God aggra- 
vates the Sin of his people by this, They 
all like men have tranſgreſſed the Cove+ 
nant. 3. As theſe Sins are committed 
againſt the greateſt helps to Obedience 3 
An enlightned Mind, a renewed Will, 
ſanctified AﬀeCtions, an awakned Con- 
ſcience, and a principle of Life or new 
Nature, are all-oppoſed and reliſted by 
their Diſobedience. This cut the heart of 
David , that God made him to know 
Wiſdom ſecretly; Pſal. 51. 6. 4. As 
the Sins of theſe men cauſe God to 
be more blaſphemed and diſhonoured 
than the Sins of others, Levit. 22. 31. 
Nathan tells David, By this deed thou haſt 
given great occaſion to the enemies of Go 
to blaſpheme, 2 Sam. 12. 14. Indeed, 
theſe by falling into fin afcer their Re- 
pentance, ſeem to repent of their Re- 
ntance, and to lick up their Vomit. 
Sins of Omiſlton may be greater in re- 
ſpe of the perſon committing them, a 
Believer, in regard of the means the 
Offender enjoyeth. The Word of the 
Divine Grace, in regard of the matter 
Le 23 he 
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he omits, the Duties of the Goſpel, and 
in many other reſpe&ts than Sins of Com- 
miſhons in others, who have not ſuch 
circumſtances. 

It is very evident, and cannot be de- 
nied, that Sins are unequal ; for though 
Original Sin, as the Logicians fay of 
Swbſtantia, be not capable of magis & 
mins, of intenfion or remiſſion, of ag- 
gravation or diminution; yet aCtual fins 
are like qualities and quantities which 
receive more or leſs addition or ſubſtra- 
Ction, and have their Latitude and De- 
grees. . For this cauſe under the Law 
there were diverſity of Sacrifices for di- 
verſity of Sin, Levit. 4. 

2. | anſwer, that no fins afe little ſfim- 
ply : Though there is a difference of fins 
conſider'd comparatively , and ſo fins 
may be ſaid to be little, if compared 
with thoſe that are more hainous; yet no 
ſins abſolutely conſider'd are little. The 
leaſt Sin reſembleth the Earth , which 
though but a point tothe Heavens, yet 
is a vaſt immeaſurable Body in it (elf. 

3. Becauſe all fins are againſt a great 
and infinite Majeſty. Reader, it's the 


, excellency of the Perfon'whoſe Autho- 
rity 


I” —_ yy 0 SON 


OQ MY 75A ww A, oa wk os 


a © + © @&A _Ai_Fm. 2... kk... 


Y ww 3 w wa © © 41 


= A ._A# .. 


Vain excuſes a cauſe of Omiſſion. 
rity is contemned, and Commands vio- 
lated, and whoſe Name is diſhonoured 
by fin that gives fin its name, ſpeaks 
its hainous Nature, and isthe higheſt a 

gravation of it, N«mb. 32. 23. and this 
1s done in all Sins. Friend, till thou canſt 
hear of a little God contemned, abuſed, 
diſgraced, and reſiſted by Sin, ſpeak no 


more of little ſins in excuſe for thy al- 


lowance of them, Zach. 1. 5. 

2. Becauſe the price paid to make ſa- 
tisfaQtion for all fins of what ſize or ſort 
ſoever, was a great price. It is the blood, 


the precious blood of the Son of God, 175-17, 
and that only that can walh away the 


leaſt Sin, 1 Joh. I. 7. Aaron muſt offer 
Sacrifice for pollution in a mans dream, 
that he never thought of poſlibly but in 
fleep. And for the Sins which the Jews 
committed ignorantly, not underſtand- 
ing them to be any offence to God; and 
in anſwer to thoſe Types our Redeemer 
is ſaid to die for the ignorance, the ep- 
rors of the - people. Reader , till that 
thou canſt tell of a Sin fo little, that 
ſomewhat leſs than the death of him who 
was God will. ſatisfie for it , call no Sin 
little, 

3. Be- 


Ee 3 
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3. Becauſe no little puniſhment is the 
due and deſert of every Sin. The wages 


rath of an Almighty God; and there- 
fore its the wages of every Sin, Rome. 6. 


ult. Aquatenus ad omne valet conſequen- 
tia, Becauſe fire as hre burns, therefore 
every fire burns; becauſe Sin as Sin 
damneth, therefore every Sin damneth. 
So that all Sins bring greater intollerable 
eternal Suffcrings. - Etidleſs baniſhment 


from the bliſsful preſence of God and 


Chriſt , everlaſting burnings amongſt 


Devils and, damned Ones, 15 the deſert 
-of every Sin. Reader, when thou canſt 
*rell of alittle Fire, and httle Torments 
in Hell, and little horrors and terrors 
'of Soul, there 'to be the fruit of Sin: 
Call not any of thy fins little. Another 
"thing, Reader, I would advertiſe thee of; 
'No Sin 1s little to hinr who thinks 1t fo, 
'Sins may be faid to be mortal or venial; 
*1. In reſpe&tof their own Nature , and 
Ao no Sins are vental z but the leaſt is 
-mortal. 2. In reſpe& of the Divine 
(Favour. © 3. In regard of the Iſſue. In 
'the two laſt.reſpetts, allthe fins. of ſuch 
as belicve and repent are venialz: not 


_=_ is Death, and Hell, and infinite 
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Vain excuſes 4 cauſe of Omiſſion. 
1a the Popiſh ſenſe, fo as to be intheir 
own nature no tranſgreſſions, But 
ter-tranſgreſſions of the Divine Law, 
and not properly (ins, -but analogically, 
but they are venial, as God: for Chriſt's 
ſake doth forgive them. Either thoſe 
Sins which they term venial, are forbid- 
den by the Law of God or not ;\ if nor, 
they are no Sins, or the Law of God is 
imperfect ; it they be forbidden, they 
are mortal. For. curſed is every one'that 
continueth not in all things written in the 
Book of the Law to do it, Gal, 3. 10. 

3. I anſwer, ſuppoſe:Sins of Omiſhon 
were little, yet it 1s folly and madneſs 
upon this to allow of them. A mote 
iathe eye is alittle thing, it hindereth 
our fight: of the Sun, and is big enough 
to- put us to great pain, and to diſturb 
our whole Body. The Flies and Lice of 
Feypt were little. Creatures, but great 
Plagues. The ſting of a Bee is a little 
thing, but it puts as to grievous torment. 
He who refuſed to give a few crumbs, 
was denied one drop, Luke 16.21. A 


flie ſpoils an AJablaſter Box of Oynt- ' 


ment; alittle poyſon ſpoils much whol- 
ſome Liqour. 
Ee 4 1. If 
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1, If they were little, 'yet they are 
Sins, an that enough to ſet a good man 
againſt them. It's as much Treaſon to 
Coin a peny, as a twenty ſhillings piece; 
becauſe the Royal Authority is as much 
violated in the one as in the other. 
There is the ſame rotundity in a little 
Ball or Bullet, as in a great one. The 
Authority of God is as truly deſpiſed in 
#he breach of the leaſt Commandments, 
as ſome are called, as in the breach of the 
greateſt, as others are called, AMatth. 22, 
36, 37- A ſprig of Wortawood hath 
the ſame bitterneſs with the Plant. A 
drop of Sea-water hath the ſame faltneſs 
with the Ocean. * The ſmalleſt Sin is a 
breach of the Royal Law as well as the 

eateſt, 1 Joh. 3. 4. Though the Ob- 

& may be different, yet the Command 
1s {till the ſame.” ' And the wiſe mantells 
us, That the Law muſt be kept as the 
apple of the Eye, which is offended by 
the ſmalleſt duſt, Prov. 7. 2. '' The brats 
of Babylon muſt be daſhed againſt the 
Wall, as the ſtrongeſt men muſt be de- 
ſtoyed. WT 

Its worth the while to obſerve in 
Scripture how lefler Sins ( being of the 
ſame 


Vain excuſes a canſe of Omiſſion. 
fame nature) have given to the 
names of the greater, Malt = 
Murder , laftful looks Adaltery , fitting 
at Idolatrous Feaſts (though which no 
thought of worſhipping the [dol) 14+ 
latry, Job 31. 27, 28. 

This is argument enough againſt the 
ſmalleſt Sin, that it is a Sin. As the Will 
of God is the higheſt motive to Obedi- 
ence, ſo alſo againſt Diſobedience. All 
Sin , as Sin, affronts the Divine Domi- 
nioh, as if he had not Authority to cont- 
mand us; and to the Divine Wiſdom, as 
if God did not know what were fit for us 
todo, and to forbear; and to the Di- 
vine Grace, as if he had no reſpe( to 
our good in his Precepts ; and is not this 
ſufficient reaſon for our hatred of it, and 
watchfulneſs againſt it ? a 

Reader, I know thou would(t not 
venture upon a ſpoonful of Poyſon, but 
would(t conſider its of the ſame nature 
with a pint or a quartz and why wilt 
thou venture on any Sin, be it never {6 
little in thine eye, when it isof the ſame 
nature, a tranſgreſſion of the ſame Law,a 
contempt of the ſame Lord with the 
greateſt, It is Murder to ſtifle an Infant 

in 


OM 
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 Painexenſes a cauſe of Omiſcion. 
_ Womb, as well as to kill a grown 
n, + 

ader , whatſoever hath the nature 
of Sin, muſt be the Objet of thy hatred, 
let it be comparatively little or great, 

2. Theſe little fins ( if they be (6) 
will make way for greater. Little 
wedges open the way in the molt knotty 
wood. for bigger. As Thieves, when 
they goto rob an Houſe, if they cannot 
force open the doors, or break through 
'the Walls, letin a little Boy at the win- 
dow , who unbolts and unlocks the 
door, and fo lets in the whole Rabble. 
Thus the Devil , when men ſtartle at 
greater fins, and by them he hath no 

opes to get polleſtion of their Souls, he 
puts them upon thoſe. fins which they 
think little, and by theſe inſcnſibly eq- 
ters; for they once admitted, open the 
doors of the. Eyes, of the Ears, and of 
the Heart too, whereby the whole Le- 
gion enter, and rule and domineer 1n 
their Souls to their rujne.. Men do nor, 
indeed they cannot imagine the woful 
conſequences of negleCting their watch 
Again(t the leaſt Sin, How many who 
have becn ſo modeſt and a. 
[t, 


) 


Vain excuſes a cauſe of Owiſoian, 
firſt, that they would not ſo -much as 
give a laſcivious perſon thethearing, 
when he hath ſpoken wantonly ; yet 
giving way to their own fooli 
thoughts, have at laſt proſtitured them- 
ſelves to their pleaſure without any 
ſhame. Sinners increaſe to more un- 
godlineſs, when they once venture down 
hill, they know not where nor when 
to ſtop. Work-men bore: holes with 
little Wimbles, which make way for the 
driving of great Nails. 

When Pompey, ſaith Platarch, Wat © 
not prevail wath a City to billet bis Ar- 
my, che yet ded them xo take in a 
few weak maimed Squldiersz but thoſe 
ſoon recovered/frength, and let in the 
whole. Army, to command and 
the City, -:Thus Satan by fins Inkit- 
mity prevails at length Se fins of Pre- 
ſumption. _- Great ſtorms "ariſe, out. .of 
little guſts .and'Clouds nobigger; than 
the'palm of a mans hand, , comes in 'tune 
to (cover the, whole Heavens, 


greateſt River is fed with drapy, and the 


biggeſt Mountain made up 'of atomes. 


As $yl/a ſaid, when ( in his Profcription 


Une, that he {lew ſo mapy), one plea- 
d 
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ded for the life of Ceſar, In uno Ceſare 
multi Marti. Tn one little Youth, ma- 
ny old ſubtle men ; ſoin one little Sin, 
there may be many great ones. When 
one evil Spirit hath got lodging in the 
Heart, he prepares it, and makes room 
for ſeven more wicked and worſe than 
himſelf. | 
rs firſt ply their Deer with little 

Beagles till it be heated and blown, and 
then they put on, their great Buck- 
Hounds. So the Devil firſt plies us with 
little ſins ,' afterwards when we are nſfed 
to them with greater. One circle made 
with a ſtonein the water, makes way for 
a ſecond greater than it, the ſecond for 
a third greater than that, &c. Rivers 
(far from their Springs ) grow as they 
along greater and greater, and en- 
rge their Chanels, till-at laſt they 
empty themſelves into the Ocean. Thus 
Sin incroacheth by degrees upon the 
Soul, if it can get but one of its claws 
into us, it will quickly follow with its 
head and whole body. A little Leaven 
kaveneth the whole Iunmp. Unfaithfulneſs 
to God isfirſt diſcovered in the ſmalleſt 


then it to er 
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things. As the decay of a Tree is firſt 
viſible in its twigs, but by degrees it 
zoeth on the bigger Arms, and from 
them to the main body. 

As it is the nature of a Cancer of 
Gangreen to run from one Joynt or 
part of the Body toanother, from the 
Toe to the Foot, from the Foot to the 
Leg, from the Leg to the Thigh, and 
thence to the vital parts. Do we not 
ſometimes ſee a whole Arm impoſthu- 
mated with the prick of a little Finger, 
and have we not ſometimes heard of a 
great City betray'd, by the opening of a 
little Poſtern, Theſe little fins will 
grow to great ones, if let alone. Time 
will turn ſmall duſt mto ſtone, The 
poyſonous Cockatrice at firſt was but gs 
an Egg. Small Twigs will prove thorny Norris 
Buſhes, if not timely ſtubbed up. Tues 


3, The leaſt fin is damnable. The _ mn 
the Triſh 
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To eat a little Leaven ſeems a ſmall ts 4m. * 
thing, yet it's a cutting off from Jfrael, £227 
Exod. 12. 19. Gathering a few ſticks on 4-» ad 


a Sabbath, looking into the Ark; nay, mm 
touching ay, 
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touching the Ark, areall puniſhed with 
death. 

It's obſervable how God urgeth the 
Command to abſtain from blood (which 
ſeems a ſmall matter) with this argu- 
ment; as they deſire God to do any good 
for them or theirs, Dext. 12. 22, 22, 24. 
and upon pain of death. Friend, a lit- 
tle thing, a prick of a thorn feſtring, the 
kernel of a Raiſin, a ſmall bone 1n thy 
Throat may deprive thee of thy natural 
lifez and theſe little fins, as thou calleſt 
them, may hinder thee of eternal life. 
A ſmall leak in a Ship unſtopt, may fink 
it. Adram of poyſon diffuſeth it ſelf to 
all parts, till it ſeize and ſtrangle the 
vital Spirits. A Pen-knife will ſtab 
mortally, and kill a manas furely as a 
Sword. A Piſtol will kill as dead as a 
Cannon. Ceſar was ſlain, as ſome re- 

rt, with Bodkins, There are other 

tſeaſes mortal beſide the Plague. Some 
have been eaten up by Bears and Lions, 
others by Mice and Lice. It's ſpiritual 
Murder to ſtifle and ſuppreſs the Con- 
ceptions of the Spirit in thy Soul, as 
well as todo opendeſpight fo the Holy 

Shoft. 
The 
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" The Rabbies reckon'd up 613 Coms. 4 
mandments of the Law, ' and diftins. 
guiſhed, them into greater and leſſer; 
the lefler they judged might be neg- 
lected with little or no guilt, but what 
Scripture makes deadly, men muſt not 
make indifferent. . Gods thoughts are 
not as their thoughts in this part 
cular, Ezek. 18.3. The Soul that ſins 
ſhall die, without a diſtintion. . Thow 
mayſ\t ſay of Sin, as Lot of Zoar, It is 
but a little one, and my Soul ſhall live 5 
when thou haſt much more caufe to ſay 
as Jonathan, Behold T have taſted but a lit- 
tle honey, and I muſt die; 1 Sam. 14. 43\ 
I have been gwilty of a little Sin, and 
without Repentance,I muſt die eternally 
forit, A little ſpark may kindle ſuch a 
fire as may burn down a whole City. 

4. How little ſoever they ſhould be i 
their own nature, they become great by 
thy allowance. The nature of Sin ſtands 
not ſo much in the material part of it; 
which 1s ofcen little, but principally in 
the form or anomy, which is the breach 
of Cods Law, and alſo in the manner 
or. carriage of the heart in/ its Commiſ- 
fon." ASin may be great in abftratos 

as 


7 Vaitt excuſes a reuſe of Omiſſion. 

\ as the fa& is meaſured by the Law, and 
as the matter of it may be, and yet 
ſmall i» concreto; and by circumſtances 
as not allowed of, or domineering in 
the Soul. On the other ſide, a Sin may 
be ſmall, as meaſured by the Law, or 
according to the nature of the fact ; and 
yet great by circumſtances, as liked and 
approved by us. Ina Corporation, a 
man of a great Eſtate and Quality may 
be an inferior and underling in point of 


| 
Authority and Sway ; and one that is of. | ' 
ſmall Eſtate or Degree may be chief | * 
Governour. - Sick Bodies love to be | / 
gratified with ſome little bit which they f * 
love, though it never fo much favour || ) 
their Laſeaſe. As ſome Favours we re- f 
ceive from God are little in their kind, I 
but great in their circumſtances, . and fo b 
yery ingaging to the Creature; as to || * 
have a little Food ſent in, when a man is $ 
ſtarving, &c. So there are ſome Sins F ® 
which may be ſmall in their nature, but ly 
by the time when, or wilfulneſs of the th 
\Sinner, may be very great. Fora man Fi 
to commit a Sin materially greater, is a 


not ſo great a'Sin as to commit. a leſſer 
with deliberation, To commit aQual 
Adul- 


Vain excuſes a tauſe of Omiſtion. 424- 1 
Adultery out of ignorance, or for want 
of advice, is not ſogreat a Sin, as for 
a man to be guilty of adulterous 
thoughts with allowance, and adviſed- 
ly. Reader, take heed of this, for thou 
wilt find at laſt that it will bean hard 
thing to give them comfort , who fin 
with counſel, though in ſmall matters. 
A fin little in its nature, the more it's 
allowed, and the more wilfully commit- 
ted, the greater it is; nay, it may be 
much greater than Sins materially greats 
er; if theſe be not committed plena vo- 
Iuntate, with a full conſent of will, As 
alittle ſtone thrown with a ſtrong Arm 
will do more harm than a much greater 
ſtone thrown with a weak Arm, So a 
little Sin committed with ſecurity, deli- 
beration, and allowance , will more 
waſt the Conſcience, and wound the 
Soul, than far greater out of infirmiry 
and inadvertency. Petty Princes uſual- 
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- ly prove the cruelleſt Tyrants, and do 
\ | the molt miſchief to. their Subjects. 
= Friend, doſt thou not conlider where 
is | Ever Sin reigneth, . it 1s horrid hainous, 
r | molt defiling and damning 3 and thy lit- y 
al | *le Sins may reign as well as great oness | 


Ft Theres : 


. 
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Vain excuſes a cauſe of Omiſrion. 

There have been Kings of Countries, (as 
here in England in the time of the Hep- 
tarchy) nay, of Cities among the Greci- 
ans., as well as Emperors* of vaſt and 
targe Dominions. There are Mayors 


and Conſtables commanding in chief in 


their places, as well as Jultices and 
Judges. A little hair hanging in the 
may make a great blot, and thy lit- 
tle Sins allowed, will very greatly defile 
and wound thy Soul. In this ſenſe, 
what the Philoſopher ſaith is true, 
'adriugrs id o4cmy ATE wins the ſmalleſt erroxs 
prove moſt dangerous, Ariſt. Polis. lib. 
5. cap. 8. | 
5. The baſer and unworthier art thou 
to fall out with thy beſt Friend for a lit- 
tle ſmall matter. Ah, how great 1s thy 
ingratitude to difobey , al provoke, 
and diſpleaſe, and diſhonour the bleſled 
God, to whom thou art ſo infinitely ob- 
liged for a poor ſmall buſineſs? And 
what folly and madneſs is it to forfeit 
the Divine Favour, and incur his Anger, 
and to expoſe thy ſelf to infinite tor- 
ments for a trifle, a bable, a light, little, 
inconliderable thing. God aggravates 
the Sin of the Jews, and threatieth them 
ſeverely 
« 0 
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Vein excuſes Jtanſe of Oniſtion. 
ſeverely for it, | Amos 2. 6. That they fold 
the poor for 4 pair of ſhooes 3 that they 
ſold what was of ſo great value, his peo- 
ple for a pair af thooes, (o poor and 
mean a price. Friend, how will he deal 
with thee, if thou ſ&lcſt thy own Soul 
and eternal ſalvatiorthe vſobd. of thy 
Saviour, the love of thy Father, and all 
the joys atid/ delights of the other 
World, for a' pair of ſhooes; for that 
which thou thy ſelf acknowtedgeft is 
but a fmall-and little matter, Truly, the 
leſs the thing, the greater thy contempt 
indenying todo it. Ah,who will ſtand 
with his God fora tittle, for a ſinall mar- 
ter 2 Fruly, - the lefs the matter 1s, the 
greater is the malice that will offend and 
provoke God for it. How great isthg 


_ unkindnels t&ftand with God for a tri- 


fle> How little doſt thou efteer thy 
God, the God of all Conſolation 2 how 
lietle dolt value his Love and Grace, and 


Favour , and endlefs fruition, to part 


withall for little or nothing ? 

The leſs; Reader, the thing is for of 
abont which thou linneſt, the greater is 
thy Sin. Believe it, that by which thou 
hes pam excule thy fin doth increaſe it. Fe 
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Vain excuſes a cauſe of Omiſſuon. 
hath been formerly ſaid, If a man will 
break his faith, it ſhould be for a King- 
dom, for ſomething of worth ; yet this 
Sinner were a loſer, though by break- 
ing his Faith, he could gain the whole 
Earth ; what theg is that man who will 
lye and forſweaw$ himſelf for a-peny. 
Though no man ſhould preſume upon 
Sin, becauſe its preſent profit will be 
great; yet there is more unkindneſs, 
more folly, and more (infulneſs in fin- 
ning for alittle. Some like Eagles, will 
not ſtoop at flies, ſcorn to lin for a ſmall 
matter; others as Ants will be buſie 
about the leaſt duſt, will break the Law 
fora very little ; the former are bad, the 
latter worſe. - s 

6. Theleſs they are, the more they 
call forthy care and caution; for they 
are the.harderto be cured. As a wound 
made with a Bodkin, if deep, is hardlicr 
cured than a wound with a Sword, be- 


_ cauſe the Orifice is ſo ſmaii, and preſent- 


ly almoſt cloſeth-up, and ſo the wound 
bleedeth inwardly, often to the death 
of the Patient. It's .much more difh- 
cult for the Mariner to avoid Quick- 
lands, that are hurried hither and thi- 
ther 


Vain excuſera eauſe of Omiſſion. 


| ther, then knownRocks, thbugh Sands 


are {mall things, 'and Rocks are great 
vaſt bodies. Beſides our proneneſs to 
deſpiſe and ſlight them, cauſeth out more 
frequent falling into them , as alfo'our 
lying longer in them without repen- 
tance. 8 fp 

7. Small Sins are not expiated with- 
out infinite ſatisfattion, and mult they 


* then be dallied with? there 1s more ma- 


lignity in the leaſt fin, than the whole 
Creation can expel ; and more Venome 
than Men & Angels can antidote againſt. 
Friend, conſider it, thou fayſt they are 
little fins, therefore I may livein them. 
Did Chriſt die for them, and wilt thou 
live in them? Doſt thou not know 
what prodigious drops of ſweat, what 
clads of blood, what ſtrong cries, and 
groans, and prayers, the leaſt Sins colt 
thy Redeemer? Doſt thow not know 
that their weight was ſo heavy (as little 
and light as thou fancieſt them tro be 
that they preſſed and bruiſed his blet- 
{ed Body, that they oppreſſed and 
amazed his bleſled Soul ; yea, that they 
made him, who is valout and courage it 
ſelf, obedience and dutifalneſs it elf, 
| 1; Ft 3 love 
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433 Vain excuſes a cauſe of Omiſſion. 
loveand ity it ſelf, $p,{hrink and 1draw 
back, 95, pray agailalt his Duty. to bis 
. Father, and his own Mercy to fallen 
man, and decline the -very ead and er- 
rand for which he came into theworld. 
Reader, think of it. As Auſtin:(aich, what 
matters it whether a Ship be overs 
whelmed. with, one great Wave, or ſimk 
by a.ſmall. Cranny in the bottom, where- 
at the water cnters dzop yy drap.: And 
elſe-where, what cafeth it- a ;mantabe 
preſled-y$a death with an heap of ſmall 
ſand, more than witha ſow of lead $-or 
to be ſtrangled.with a pack-thread-ra* 
ther than withan balter.;;-,. it 9J21Wi 

. Reager, 1 would. nog bave thee. think 
wrol thy. fins lict]e. ; It's unbecoming 
a Chriſtian to-enterzajp, Jech' a- though 
af his ftos 5 nay, it greatens hisifing for 
him to preſume it is little. As we ſhould 
not leflen the Mercies of God, but al 
ways think them, great, and too great 
for ;us,, and,qur ſelves lgfs than the very 
leaſt; of 1 em: ſo we ſhavld never ief- 
ſen our fins, but judge the leaftafthem 


great, andthe lightelt, of them! beavy, 


and every, of. them tpp great and> too 
heayg, for .us t@ bars aud, upannbeſe 
"SS Bu accounts 
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Pain excuſes a cauſe of -Omiſſion. 


accounts loath'and leave them. Friend, 
think of what I have ſaid of little fins, 
and certainly thou wilt be of another 
mind than to allow of them, becauſe 
they are little; and rather reject them, 
becauſe they are ſins. Is there any 
thing that God hates but fin, and muſt 
that be the Object of his batred? Is 
there any thing that offends God , or 
grieves his Spirit, but fin, and will no- 
thing delight and pleaſe thee, but what 
provokes and difpleaſeth him ? 

4. I anfwer, 'that Omilltons are not 
Ittle fins. T have already - largely 
proved, tiat'in ſome reſpets, and as 
they may be circumſtantiated, they may 
be much greater fins than fins of Com- 
miſhon. Reader, conſider what is writ- 
ten in the danger of ſins of Omiſlion 
before the Uſes, and then judge whether 
they are little (ins or no. 

Are they little fins which do moſt op» 
poſe the Mind and Will of God, which 
make way for whole herds of Sins of 
Commiſhon, and which do exceedingly 
prieve the - good Spirit of God? Are 
choſe lietle fins'which God complains of 
b ſo ſeverely , 
Ff 4 and 
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Vain excuſes a cauſe of Omiſſuon, 


and puniſheth with ſuch dreadful-Judg., 
ments ; on their Bodies, on their Souls, 
in this World, on both eternally, in 
the other World without any remedy ? 
But, Friend, conſider farther ; 

1. Can that fin be little which deni- 
eth God the higheſt Honour, and great- 
eſt Homage, and chiefeſt Reſpe&t which 
the Creature oweth to him ? What is 
that which is the choicelt Jewel in the 
Crown 'of his Glory ? whence de-the 
greateſt Revenews of his Honour flow ? 
Are not our higheſt eſteem, our hotteſt 
love, or (troogeſt truſt, and our moſt 
reverential awe of his ſacred Majeſty, 
the beſt and the moſt we can give him; 
and can the omiſſion of theſe be a little 
fin? The forbearance of Commiſtions is 
bur the {Kirt, and garment, and out-ſide 
of that Obedience which we owe to 
God ; it is the giving up our hearts and 
fouls to him, jo our moſt enlarged de- 
ſires after him, and ſpiritual delights in 
him, and ſuperlative valuation of him, 
which he requireth of us, and principal- 
ly looks after, Micah 6.8. He hath 


'ſhewed thee, 0 man, what is good,and what 


doth the Lord require. of thee, but to. da 
juſtly, 


Vain excuſes 4 cauſe of Omiſcion, 
juſtly, to love mercy, and to walk, bumbly 
with thy God. Surely, if any fin be lit- 
tle, it's that which incroacheth leaſt 
upon the honour of God, not that which 
injures ſo greatly his Royal Prerogative. 
He that his Soveraign of ſome petty 
goods, cannot be ſo great a Tranſgreſlor 
as he who would rob him of his Crown 
and Kingdom. 

2. Is that a little fin which provoketh 
God to infli& the greateſt puniſbment : 
Either we muſt believe that God puniſh- 
eth men more or leſs, according to the 
nature of their oftences, whether great- 
er or lefler, orelſe we mult accuſe him 
of injuſtice, The Apoſtle undertakes 
to prove him righteous, becanſe be rew+ 
ders to every man according 40 bis works, 
Rom. 2. 5,6, If ſo, where. he inflics 
the greateſt Judgment, there mult be the 
greateſt fin, Now all Divines conclude, 
the puniſhment of loſs, which they fay 
is for Qur Omiſhons, to be far greater 
than the puniſhment of ſenſe, which is far 
our Commiſtions. It's the general af 
ſertion, That departing from God, and 
all for ever, will vex and torture 
the Soul, more ;than the flames of Hell 

| can 
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cab pain and tormem the Body, There. 
re it is, obſervable, that our Saviour 
otnetimes Theaks as if all the miſery of 
the damned were privative, and did 
conſiſt in thtir baniſhment from kim; 
Then will I profeſs unto them, I never 
knew you. Depart from me ye workers 
of Iniquity , Matth. 7.23. This is all, 
Pena damni penalior eft quam pena ſen- 
ſus, Chriſ: As the Sinner hath negle- 
ed todo good. They have left off tobe 
wiſe, and to do good. So he ſhall be 
baniſhed from all good, and that for 
ever. The Omiffion of good was his 
Sin, and the amiſtion of good ſhall be 
his puniſhment. As he delighted not in 
bleſling,” it ſhall be far from him. Ah 
how far wilFrhat be from the poor Crea- 
ture, which ſhall never neyer come to 


- him, Friend, If the pain of loſs -be 
greater" thati'that of ſenſe, {for which ' 


cauſe 'in Scriptures, and Fathers, Hell- 
torments ,are called damnation, ) and 
this pai of loſs be the puniſhment of thy 
Omiſſions, then it muſt needs follow, 
that Omiſſions are greater Sins than 
Commiſſions , and for'that cauſe more 
ſeverely plagtied by Gol.” The preſence 


of 


| Vain excuſes 4 canſe of: Omiſrion. 
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be punifbed wit zerlaſtin e- 
frei from the preflvct of x6 pF 

"x.9. Which loſs is the frujt of 
Omil ns; andtherefbre, Reader, donat 
prefums theit titele. -. 

3. Isthat'Sjn lirtle which arift could 
not/ſatisfie Far, © without his obſervation 
_ the whole Law, There was requilite 

brift'might be a compleat Sayi- 
otr bir, Bhs and paſſive Ohedienge, 
He aides our Coons or Sing 
xigainſ{tt t'; w at Was ne I 
by ws," was” Freed by him ; fa bg 
paſſive anſfrvers our Commiſſions or 
againſt the prohibitiog ; becauſe. we 'P 
machevil; hefuffer'd WA evil.” Now 
though wethink this was a ſmall part of 
his Humiliation, yet upon ſerious conſis 
deration we ſhall find it otherwiſe. For 
him thar was. the great Law- Maker, $0, 
become 'the' Law- Obſerver, , For him 
that was above all Law,” to be made 
under hea, is a condeſcention, i 1s 
deed.” Therefote the'Apoſplc ſpeaks of 
the Love of Gvd' to” be the pany, , 
Ce 


= © 
Vein exeuſes a cauſe of Omdiſrion. 
becauſe be ſert bis Son! made wpder the 
'Law. As the Son of Gad, the infinite 
abſolute Lord of all, and Law-Maker 
toall, he might have pleaded exempti. 
on frem the Law; though the humane 
Nature, as a Creature, confiderd ſepa- 
rately from the Divine, was obliged to 
the obſervation of the Law; yet being 
in conjundjon -with the Deity, and ma- 
king one Perfon with the Son of God, it 
was priviledged as to keeping the Law ; 
_ -but he humbled himſelf to doit, that he 

might ſatisfhie the Divine Juſtice for our 
Omiſſions. Indeed, it is nodiſpa 
ment to men, no not to Angels, to 
ſubjet to the Law of G It is as 
eſſential to them as their d nce is, 
by virtue of their Creatureſhip but it 
was a great Humiliation in Chriſt to be 
bound to that Law of which he was 
_ eſpecially if we conſider theſe two 


2. Thar he muſt be Man, before he 
could be made ſubje& tothe Law.” For 
as God, he was altogether above it. As 
the Apoſtle ſaith, He was trade of a Wo- 
man, made under the Law, \Gal. 4. 4. His 
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Incarnation was the firſt, and greateſt, 
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Vain excuſes a cauſe of Omiſſions. 
and loweſt ſtep of his Humiliation. It 
was not ſo great a marvail, nor ſo great 
a ſuffering tor Chriſt, being man, to die, 
as for the Son of God to become man ; he 
emptied himſelf, and made himſelf of no 
reputation, when he was made in the like- 
neſs of man, Phil. 2. 6. For God to be- 
come man , was an emptying himſelf 
of his Credit, and ſtripping himſelf of 
his Robes of Glory, and is the firſt 
enigma in the Apoltles myſtery of Godli- 
meſs, 1 Tim. 3.16. 

2. He was bound to perfect perſonal 
Obedience upon pain of the Laws curſe. 
I mean not-on pain of bearing the Laws 
curſe as he did, notwithſtanding his per- 
fe&t Obedience for others, but for him- 
ſelf. He was under the ſame Covenant 
with God, in regard of himſelf, that the 
firſt Adam was, and if he had failed in 
Obedience, as Adam did, his Humane 
Nature had 'been ſeparated from the 
Divine, and had periſhed withall in him 
forever. That Covenant under which 
the Redeemer was for himſelf, had no 
grains of allowance for the leaſt infir- 
mity, nor would admit. of Repentance 
for the ſmalleſt defe@ or olfacs - 
tnat 
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Vain exouſes a cauſe of Owiſſion: 
that if he bad (werved the leaſt from the 
Law, he had been uncapable of ſuffer- 
ing and ſatisfying for others, Heb. 7. 2: 
ule. and alſo had disjoyned the Humane 
Nature from the Divine,, {which could 
not continue in. Conjuncion with a (in- 
ful manhood, ) and his Humane Nature 
with all he undertook for, mult have 
born the curſe of the Law for ever. 
Reader, is that little, which coſt Chriſt 
ſo much to fatisfie for 2: Was it; ealie to 
fulfil all Righteouſneſs, to obey all the 
rigid Exceptions .of the Law $0 'theat- 
molt, to anſwer all its demands which 
was (till crying for work, yet afforded 
no help, neither allowed the leaſt mercy 
incaſe of failing. I hope thou wilt not 
hereafter live in any Omiſlion, upon pre- 
ſumption that it is but a little fin, when 
it intrencheth ſo greatly upon the Di- 
vine Prerogative, hath the greateſt pu+ 
niſhment unfh&ed on it in the other 
World, and brought the-Sor of God to 
be made of a Woman, and ſoto be made 
under the Law here, that he might ſatishe 
for it: For if after all this thou ſhould 
continue init, I mult ſay to thee, as Sal 
to Jonathan, with ſome |. alteration, 
Know- 
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"© Bins of excuſes unſesſopable. 
Knoweſt thou not that thou haſt choſen , 
this Son of the Devil to thy own confuſion, 
3 Sam. 20. 3O. . 
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CHAP. XLV. 


Another excuſe for ſins of Omiſſion (which 
is a cauſe of them) that they would 
be unſeaſonable, and ſo are deferred 
to that time which never comes, with 


the anſwer to it. 


Second excuſe that men have 
for their Omiſhons, is the un- 
ſealonableneſs of the performgnce of 
their Duties. They grant, that they 
ought to perform them , that God xe» 
mou it of them, and they mult be 
one; but the preſent time is very incon» 
venient, other affairs now call for their 
preſence, and an another: time they*may 
be done with more advantage. So the 
Jews ſerved God about building his 
Houſe, Hag. t. 2. They acknowledged 
it was very fit that Gods Houſe ſhould 
be re-ediftted:, and , very ſad that his 
Houſe ſhould. ke walt, whilſt chew own 


were 
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+ Sins of excuſes unſeaſonable: 

were ceiled, but the time was not yet 
comme , it was unſeaſonable at preſent ; 
they . being amongſt wicked Neigh- 
bours, who would poſlibly ſcoffat them, 
and oppoſe them , if they ſhould go 
about itz it was beſt to defer it ill 
another ſeaſon... Thus Felix, when Paxl's 
diſcourſe of Judgment to come, had con- 
vinced him ſo far, that he trembled, 
molt unhappily denieth him leave to 


proceed ; but defers him to a more con-- 


venient ſeaſon , which never came that 
we hear of. Many perſons put off in a 
Morning * Cloſet-Prayer , and Family- 
Duties, — ſhall be better 
at _— before Noon, and thereby 
come fo neglef& them wholly for that 
part -of the day. As $Saxl forbad the 
Prieſt to alk Counſel of God, for want 
of leiſure, 1 84m. 14. 19. Others, when 
Alms are deſired of them, by fit Objects 
of Charity, will not deny them poſt- 
tively, burdo it really, by deferring it 
till another ſeaſon, which the poot Crea- 
tures never ſee. Thus the Devil de- 
ſtroyerh many Souls, by prevailing with 
them to delay their Faith and Repen- 
tance upon pretence z hereatter will be 
time 
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1, Jo's WER 
tf time enough, h, aud then. ſuch and G@ 

; affairs wilbbe over,and thenrey will 
4 more at leiſure to mind them.” Tf —- 
H thus gain time of men, he doubts 
3 but to make them loſe thereby an, hap Y. 
l eternity 3 he is pleaſed well gu h 
$ hear men ſay they muſt ad bool 
pent, they muſt and will believe, hag yE 
og there are few in Hell who ore, 
, the Goſpel, but ſometime meg er fald 
- } as much; but as long as it ifi the fa- 
ture Tenſe, I will, and I will* and he. 
| rlwade them that they : are unſea-«' 
| onable Duties at preſent ;. he feats'no-" 
thing, as knowing hicaſelf/ {ure enough! 
of his prey, _, : 

To take away this cauſe of Orviſtions, 

I ſhall anfiver this excuſe,” 

1, I anſwer, 'by confe ig ( that it 
may be) that ſome poſitive Duries may 
at - tru times be unſcaſohable; Thebeft 
ſort of Food is notalways in ſeaſon, $9 
lowon tells us, There is 4 tine to Jow, and 

a time to. reap, Fecleſ. 3."t, 2. Al the' 
year 15 not Seed-time, fore part'of 


It. | And it muſt be granted; that every 
is moſt beaurifulin its. ſeaſon, verſe 


.. thenin its feaſou. it br _ mY, 
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459  Sinlof exenſes nnſeaſonabli;”* 
and lovely, moft amiable and comely 
The goes and glory of an Adtion con- 

eth mueh in the right timing of it ; 
therefore it is the praiſe of a good man, / 

That he bringeth forth his _ in. due ſea- 
ſen, Fſal. 1.” And it highly advan- 


I 
ceth-. the Wiſdom of God, that alt | 
his Aﬀions are done intheneck, in the 
joyer, in. the fitteſt opportunity poſli- | 

ble. When the fnlneſs of time was come, 
God ſent bis Son, Gal. 4.3, 4.” He hath 
out of his goodneſs allotted time for; | 
every Duty, ages 2.1. _ it a titte | 
f wrpoſe, and Duty for every part , 
of tinks, 0 that a man can never ſay at 
this time, have nothing todo. Nay, 
God hath allowed aſeafon, an opportu- 
nity for every thing, wheretn, by a coy- 
currence, of helps and means, it may be 
done with molt caſe and advantage, 7/. 
30» ++. "a 4s; 

+ *. 2. I anſiver, that ſome poſitive Du- 
ties are never unſeaſonable:” To honour 
our God, te'work out our Salvation, to | 
keep 4. ggod Conſcience, to_loye and } 
believe in gur Lord Jeſus Chriſt, are al- 

Ways in fcaſon. . e, and ſuch ike, | 
| | ., © 44 UF | | ought ' 
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. Sins of Excuſes wnſedſonable. 43r 
ought to be concommitant. with every 
part of our time. _ Truſt in the Lord at 
all time, Plal. 62. 8. I will bleſs thy Name 
all the day. _ are they that keep 

lement, and do Righteonſneſs at all 
times, Pſal. 106. 3. Ther Ore it is. as 
ſome obſerve, that when Solomon men- 
tions a time for ſeveral things, he men- 
tions no time for doing evil, becauſe that 
muſt never be done; and no time for 
doing good, becauſe that muſt ever be 
done. That which ought to have no 
being , ſbould have no. time to be in, 
That which ought always to be, needs 
not the mention of any particular time 
to be in. | oo EY 
; 3. I anſwer, that no-Duties are un+ 
ſeaſonable, when more good that hurt 
is done by the preſent performance of. 
them. To reprove our Neighbour of- 
fending is a Duty ; yet ifI knew that my, 
reproving him at f tpn would make, 
him curſe and ſwear ,, and fin more. a-' 
gainſt God, I would defer it till another 
time 3, but if I thought that I ſhould not 
have another ſeaſon to do it jn, and that, 

cn Regrook would .only put him 
ato a little pet or palltbn at preſent , 
| Gg 3 bur 
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Sins of. Excuſes unſeaſonable; 
but afterwards probably he would con- 
fider it to his advantage, I would em- 
brace the preſent opportunity. He that 
will omit that Duty till all things con- 
cur to his mind for the performance of 
it, muſt never perform it. There is 
hardly a ſtep to be taken in our Journey 
towards Heaven, bur there is a block in 


; the way to make us ſtumble at it, or go 


alide for-it : That it I will obſerve t 
Wind, I mult not fow at all. _ 

4. I anſwer, Take heed that this pre- 
tence of the unſeaſonableneſs of Durics 
be not a device of the fleſh, and a wile 
of the Devil, to cloak and cover thy 
unwillingneſs to performance of them. 
It's cafie to find ſome ſhift for every fin ; 
and truly there is none thou canſt live 
in, but Satan and thy own heart toge- 
ther will help thee to ſufficient grounds 
for them. Scarce any are gone to Hell 
without ſome reaſon on their ſide for 
going thither. 

5. I anſwer,that-we muſt conſult God 
and his Word for Wiſdom to know, and 


faithfulneſs to perform our Duties in 


their beft ſeaſons, The beart of the wiſe 
diſcerneth both tjave and judgment, ww 
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Sizs of Excuſes unſeaſonable, 
8.5. A good man that looks toGod 
_ his Word with a ſingle eye, deſiring 
ta know what he ſhould do, and when 
he may doit beſt to the pleaſing of God, 

ſhall be taught and led by the Spirit of 
God in the way which he ſhould go in. 
The Word of God is perfeF, and diretts 
thee about the fitteſt ſeaſons for thy 
Duries. It teacheth thee when to mourn, 
Joel 2. 13, 14. Iſa. 22.22, 23. when to 
rejoyce, Exod. 15.1, 2. Nehem. 8. 10. 
when to pray, and when tofing, James 

5/13. whento reprove,_and when to 
be filent, Amor 5.13. when togive,'and 
when ta forbear giving, Prov. 3. 27. Yet 
ſtill there will-be much need of Chriſtian 

prudence, and it may be helpful to thee 

to obſerve ſome general Rules. © 

TI. Thata greater good be preferred 

before alefſer, and a more weighty Du- 
ty always have the precedency of what 
is leſs weighty. Though a leſſer good, 

and a leſs weighty Duty muſt be minded 
in their time and place, yet the greater 
mult have thE precedency, Matth. 6. 33. 

Publick advantage muſt not be crouded 

out, and put by for private, nor ſpirt- 

tual good give way to temporal. Shimes 
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 8inrof Dxcuſes nnſeaſenable, 
ſhew'd his folly, in minding his wealth 
more than his life, And Mary, her wif , 


dom was, improving the preſent time for }_ 


her Soul , when Marths was troubled 
about other things. | | 
© . 2, That generally the preſent time be 
laid hold on, and the firſt opportunity 
or the doing of - Timeis bald 
hind, ,mn. . Ho ore its good to take it 
by the fore-lock. It's the Marmers 
y_—_— to take the firſt good Wind that 
offers it ſelf for his Voyage; and it may 
-- You Merchants policy to take the 
hapman, . The Apoſtle ſaith, Fhile ye . 
have time, do good to all, Gal. 8.10, im- 
plying, that they will not always have 
It, it is winged and flieth away, !: 
Sometimes I - confeſs it. may be pru- 
dence ( as circumſtances may be ) when 
there 1s a probability of enjoying ano- 
ther ſeaſon to defer it at preſent 3 but 
uſually it'1s beſt to take the preſent, be- 
cauſe future time is uncertain, and then 
it may beſaid, A price was in the band of 
4 Fool, and he wanted an heart. 
- 3. That if it be evideat, that more 
hurt than good will be done by our pre- 
ſeat performance of qur Duties, we ar 
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Sing of Excuſes unſegſonable. 
hear and defer them. For thoſe Duties 
that do not bind us 4d ſemper, God 
leaves much to the wiſdom of the faith- 
ful Chriſtian as to the ſeafon of perfor- 
ming them, 

4. That a certain good at preſent muſt 
be choſen before an uncertain future 
vood, though greater than the former. 
If I have a price now in my hands to do 
my ſelf or Neighbour ſome good, and 
negle& to improve it;but defer it, hoping 
hereafter for an opportunity of doing 
my ſelf and Neighbour more good, this 


4s finful, 1doubt not, but Felix ſinned 


in putting Pal off till another ſeaſon, 
though he had intended ro hear him af- 
terwards for his own' preatex profit , 
( which he was far egough from) bg- 
cauſe he muſt know that his owa Ie, 
continuance ia his Government, and 
Paul's life were all at the pleaſure of ano- 
ther, not at his own. <2 
Reader, if thou art upright with God, 
what is faid will be ſufficient 3 but if our 
of the deceitfulneſs of thy heart , thy 
plea be only a pretence for the total 


omiſſion of thy Duty ; know aſſuredly, 
that if thou canſt find no ſeaſon to do 
| 2M Gg 4 God! 
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God? Service,, he will find no ſealbir for 
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CHAP. XLVL. 


A third excaſe for fins of Omiſſuon. It is 
i»; but one(wr, with the anſwer to it. 


p19 


3. Third excuſe which men have 
| for: ſins -of Omiſſion, is, It is 
'but © one Duty [ omit, "and hope there 

is no ſuch great danger! in that. "Though 

;I do not read. the "Word, yet T pray; 

though I examine not my own heart, yet 
11 read Scripture, and mind prayer; Itis 

true, give not to the poor, but T am 
- 'painful in my, Calling , and ptrovident 
fy my Family, as God commandeth me. 
What hurt cap there be, if ſome one ſe- 
.cret Duty ( the omiſſion of which can- 
not be ſcandalous) ſhould never be 
performed 2. Surely , God who know- 

«th our weak, infirm, nay, wicked 
.and depraved natures cannot exfpect 
uniyerſal Obedience to'bis poſitive or 
negative Commands. . He: underſtands 
.that Perfc&i-n is impoſlible to the. bu» 
mage natyre ligce the Fall; wage = 

re 
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'my ſteps by thy 'Word, and let not atty inti- 


'( For-his Servantthou art whom than obey> .' 


. - p. ; * | YL 
A third extuſe of ſuirof Omiſtion: joy 
Fore ſent his Son into the World; tp take 
away the fins of it. ot $0 Yo ,94g02 
- To cure the diftemper-of the' brain z 
for it's a kind of phrenſie' which makes 
men _ after this rate; conlider, _ 

F. That there isa vaſtdiffarence be- 
tween thy beirig guilty of many fins, and 
allowing thyelt 1n one fin. Grace may 
conſiſt with the being of many fins in the 
ſame ſubje&, but not with the hiking of 
-one"ſfin. As the love of money is the 
'root of all evil, fois the love of Sin. the 
root of 'all 'the evil that befals the Sin- 
net." 'He who knew he could not hinder 
the immherericy' of many 'fins, yet deſires 
and- endeavours to prevent the regency 
of ariy one" Sin';/ Pſal. 119. 132. Order , 


quity have dontiniou cuer me: Olerve, 
not any iniquity. | 

2. Confider | that the Omiſhon of 
one Duty tay ſend thee to Hell, as well 
as the Omiffion-of many Duties. ' One 
Knife, one Sword, one Bullet, one blow 
may kill: a man} as twell asa thouſand, ___ 
If thou alloiweſt/thy: ſelf in ane Omifit 5 
oh, thou art a' Servant tothis oneSin, | 


fo 
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A third exenſe of ſim: of Omiſſon. 
of, Rowe. 6. 16, ) and fo the Devik 
lave, (for he hath thee as faſt by this 

one Chain , as wy many,.) and ha 
5 2 great y and Rebel a gainkt 
accordingly ſhalt ſuffers eter- 

bar Thy Soul, Friend, is the price 
of fin , and when thou alloweſt 


thy ſelf in any one, thou daſt _— 


h not expreſly, bargain with t 
Devi thy For ang to Ahn thy Soul 
for the wages of unrightcouſaeſs, King. 
21.20. One man in Law may keep 
pollefſion, and keep the right owner out 


of his Eſtate. One fin may keep 


ſefſion for Satan, and hinder Jeſus 
from his Right z I mean from | 
the Throne, and ſwaying the Scepter of 
thy Soul. 'Wallowing in one puddle 
defiles the Body, and tumbling in one 
me lhe: dee the Soul One 
piece of ward- t t a quar- 
ter of an Acre, makes a man liable to 
the King, and brings jn lis whole Eſtate, 
though he be worth thouſands per _ 
wm, © Therefore, Friend, do not ſay, 

is but one fin, and I may be bold wit bh 
but rather, it 4s Sin, and ſo mortal, and 
1 may notallow it. As Cyiſt gave bin 


A third excuſe of Jus of Omiſſuon. 
ſelf to redeem thee from all iniquity, 
Titus 2. 14- Sodo thou give thy f'to 
| himin alþ manner- of Duty. How e- 
verely have ſome been pnoiſhed for one 
Sin. Moſes,for not ſandifying the Name 
of God at one time, - | El3, Re OOO 
to reprehend his Children, 'accordi 
their wickedneſs, which .was one in. 
Aarons Sons, for not fit their fire 
from the Altar ('as ſome jhdge) were 
ſtruck dead, Levit. 10. 1, 4 "= 
Righteous be recompenced on 
Earth, much more the Tranſkreſſor and 
the Sinner. Take heed, bangs ng 
vne Agee, loſt him his temporal, 
ring one nnyy +) loſs thee not the eternal 


.Y This one Sin will not go alone; 
thou mayſt hope when thou haſt o 
the door for this one Sin to enter, that 
thou canſt- preſently ſhut, and keep out 
its aſſociates, but it is impolhible. Sins 
are ſociable, and ever go in company. 
Firſt, one. evil Spirit ef a poſleſiion 'of 
the man, and then ſeven more worſe than 
himſelf.: As there/is a concatenation of- 
_ Graces, where ohe goeth all the reſt fol- 
low, *Pet. I. $5, & 7, 8, fothereis a 
Con» 


= rbadexciſe of ſims of Omifſion. 


; 5- 'They,areiſo linkt one in aggther, that 
in a Chain,, the dra _— link 
Pn ";with- that a ſc , and that a 
third , and-that a fourth , 'and all are 
drawn, te. the very .cnd of the Chain. 
When Dalilah had enticed and prevailed 
with 155 co then come the Lords of 


the Philiftines and bind hit, and put out 
| his eyes, and ſet him'to grind at the 
Mill, and to make them ſport. When 
one (ig by its flatteries chath deceived 

| and poſlalled thy Soul, then come others 
more potent 'and lordly to ſtrengthen 
' Satans ,hold, .and make way for others. 
wo Y. Qng. ; fig. allowed: is;a great-bellied 
onſter, who hath a numerous brood 
1a the Womb. of it. . It doth inſenſibly 
harden theheart, and ſtrovgly diſpoſeth 
it for other Sins 3 as. one wedge makes 
way for another. Who, could have 
thought that David's idleneſs ſhould be 
Sooeapanicy with fo great and curſed a 


he bo neglects. Moxning- -Prayer, is 
hereby difpoſed to negle& God in -bis 
Calling, and to buy,and {ell , and do 
all without his- counſel, Confider ; 
| Friend, 


concatenation of Sins, 2 Tim. 3. 2,2, 4, ® | 


ts... 


| A third extuſe of fins df Ontifſonss, bv. / 
S Friend, if thou fall from the:top of © ; 
Ladder but one round, itwill be many to: 
one if thou ſtop before thou comelt: to' 
the bottom. 
4. This one fin allowed makes thee 
ilty of all fins. . By the breach of ane: 
Crd thou diſowneſt the Authority 
by which all the Commands are enjoy- 
ned, James 2. 10. For whoſoever ſhall. 
| keep the whole Law, andyet offend in one 
| point, is guilty of all. It's true, he doth 
not break the whole formally 3 he may 
be no Thief, no Murderer, ec. But, : ' 
| 1. He breaks the whole Law interpre- 
} tatively. He flights 'and deſpiſeth' the: 
Author of the whole Law. ' He cannot 
obey God in any Command, 'who en- 
deavours not to. obey | him in every 
Command; the Apoſtle ſubjoyns this 
reaſon, for he 'that ſaid, Do wot commit: 
Adultery, ſaid alſo, Do #ot kjf; fo that. 
it thou commit - not Adultery, yet if 
thou killeſt, thou art a Tranſgrefſor of 
the Law. y ' 
| 2.He breaks the whole Law colleQive- "Y 
| Iy, though not diſtributively. All the 
Contec are ten words, but one Law 
The whole Law is one Copylatiye or” 


from which whoſoever ſwerveth in re- 
+ .10gu/ poly muſt needs fwerve 
the whole. 

3, He breaks the whole Law eventu- 
ally, though not intentionally , in the 
conſequent of his Difobedience to one 
Command... He is, liable to the fame 
Curſe with thoſe that break every Com- 
mand. He'is as truly out of favour with 
God, as if he had kept never a4 Com- 
mand. Any one condition not obſer- 
ved, forfeits the whole Leaſe, be it ne- 
ver fo large; and any one Command 
not obeyed, forfeits the benefits of the 
Gofpel, and ſubjects the Soul tocternal 

magtion. = | | 
_ 1 He breaks the whole Law habitu- 
ally, though not aQtually. The fame 
wicked nature which carrieth him out 
to break ore Command wilfally, would 

ry him out to break them all, if it 
ere not reſtrained, This mans heart 
NY - breaks 


breaks every Command , 
hands be tied, and he is A 
_— many of the Commands. 
breaks the whole Law ys 
breach of any one , becauſe he 
aſt love,-. and breaks that bond and 
not which keepsand faſtens the whole 
Law together, Rom. 13. FO. Qui ned 
percavit omninm rens eft , peccanns con- 
tra charitatem, in qua omitia pendent; 
Aug, and uk He that breaks one Coms 
ilty of all, becauſe he ſins 
rity, on which all hang, ſaith, 
pr Therefore upon the breach of 
one, vis. That of the Sabbath, God 
chargeth the Jews and the guilt of all, 
Exod. 16.18. 
. $. 1 anſwet, if ie be but ene fin thad 
hvelt in, but one Duty thou liveſt inf 
the omiſſion of; the more fooliſh art thou 
to loſe all for lack of doing one =_ 
more. Though as the young man 1: 
thou haſt kept alltheCommands fromthy 
youth, yet i, as Chriſt ſaid to See 
lackeſt onething, truly, as with him, the, 
lack of this one thing will be the lofsof 
all. And what a Fool is he who runs 
for a Crown, an incorruptible Crown, 
to. 


lied nic Pref aim, _ 
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then to-mdked ſtopy! and: thereby, to loſe 
the prize? Is:not Ne an unwiſe man, who 
layeth a large: Foundation; fajleth up 
ſtately Floors, isat great colt in building 
an Houſe; yet 'for want of alittle more 
charge about ſome material pillar of- the 
Edifice, ſuffers.it all to fall down ? | 
-* Reader, Conſider it, the omiſſion of 
one Duty is the amiſlion, of all thy Du- 
- ties. If God loſe but one, thou loſeſt 
all, : And art- thou: willing to Joſe all 


' thy labour, all thy days at the Labowr-in- 


vain, and that for wang of ; taking a little 
more pains, | and: \doing-one thing more 
for thy Soul and Salvatiag i; '; 

One flaw in a Diamond mars all its 


beauty and brightneſs, One blot in a 


writing may\fpoil the whole, and render 
It infignificant. One” poiſontul Herb 
renders all the good and wholſom Herbs 
in the pot unprofitable. Therefore do 
not ſay, It is: but one, therefore I may 
'OMit it ; but rather, it is but one Duty 
more to all my other Duties, and there- 
-fore Twill not ſtick ati. 
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A Fifth cauſe of ſins of Omiſſion. 
CHAP. XLVIL | 


4 fifth cauſe of ſins of Omi The exe + 


of others, with the cure aire of it. 


_— Nother @uſe of ſins of Omiſli- 
on, is the example of others, 
Men are much led by the gye, more than 


Ne the car,and look.rather to what their 


hbours do, than to what God 
ſpe . + Thoughall men are not of, 
one mind in all things, yet moſt in the 
placehwhere we live are ofa mind about 
pat. ——_ a |, The whole 

ty of 8 will together in a 
ſin that was againſtthe very light of na- 


ture.” Sodow ind Gomorrah, and the 


Citics about them, finned in "like man-, 
ner.” The'Diſeaſes. of others Souls 'are* 
far m6re 'infectious-than the Plague, or 
any other Diſeaſe of their Badies. The ' 
onnd why {eyeral' negle& the Duries,, 
God requireth, is, becaufe others neg-. 
le& them, They ſee their yen; 


(ſome of whom are counted ( Ot 
wiſe men; and are (it may whos "» 


men and great men; — _ 


« 
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A fifth canſe of ſms of Qwiſſpan, . 
numerous, ) to live without God, to 
omit Prayer and Scripture in their Fami- 
lies, to negle& the inſtrution of their 
Children and Servants, and they think 
they may omit them as ſafely as others. 


. Nay, they will tell us, mag and ſuch men 


are ſober men,and undegſtand lves- 
well enough,..and they: think it pager _ 
to make ſo mach ado about Famil 


ties, and- the ſandificaton. of the Sub. 
bath, &c. and our Neighbours general» 
ly -are of their mind ,,and;w 
we be wiſer thag our Neigh 
what a ready Scholar is man-.40 
wicked Leſſon that is ſet. him by 
If Corah conſpite *gajnG, Gods. be 


£o 


ey $2 wa carried ehuereac 

the t1Ge OT Nature, QWn pow- 

ey with the windaf le.:;; 
IV patray of them who axe Pex- 


.Qualiny and Eſtate, have 
a+ 2 


on valen the | 
ſrange are __ 42 Ls LOREgrD 
by which as dreſs themielves. 


* rn 


on their Superiors,. E 


-- 


ſhould 
+ 


quickly have ſome hundreds v4 jayn 
with him in his Pt | 
Fay towards the ; a of.om 


ww oY > W 


4fith caſe of Put of Onion 
cially if he be not ſcandalons, 


= fit tog others, a 
» jp ay fave cannot.err much, if they 
lteps. : The Phariſees plead 
ths for the» Omiflion of the. great Goſ- 
pel-Duty; - Joh. 7: 48. Have any of the 
Ralers of the Phariſces btlieved on bins 2 
Will ye be wiſer than they ? Do you 


think- that if Faith in this Son of man - 


( as he calls. himſelf.) were a Duty, they 
would. mrs news its, or if he were the true 


uch = AS men as _y 

_ got know it ? | 
One: great man,. as a Letter in 
anTndenture ( though it no more 


than rote (mall 0007 I ork many 
ſmall ones following him, 

an; ( (ome erat Jear PS ſo call ed Boat 
their conforming to Herod ia their Reli- 
gion. And it's judged the Aelcbites , 

who lived-in the” Eaſt, were fo called 
from Melech, i. e, of the Kings Religion. 
Theworks of great men are more pow, 


erful 'with the ordinary fort, than the 
the the Will and Word of the great | oo” 


467. 
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468 A fifih cauſe bf fins of Owiſſion. 
with the ſtream both eafily and ſtrongly. 
It is 23 common to do-as the moſt do in 
irreligious ," a in ttatural aftions. We 
think our ſelves in-greateſt ſafety, when 
we are with the moſt numerous Party. 
To be ſingular, is lookt upon as ridicu- 
lous; and thoſe who are ſo, are counted 
, conceited , precifians. Men 
chooſe rather to be ſociable m fit, than 
fiogular in ſanity, and to do as- the 
moſt do; than as the beſtdo.” The few- 
neſs of Chriſt's Followers was a ſtams 

bling-block to his Enemies, and a" 
fence to his Friends. | | 

To cure this, Reader, conlider : 

'1, That no patterns of any men are 

,* _ valid againſtthe Precepts of God. The 
*% Precepts of Gad are like himſelf, of cer- 
tain purity and eternal verityz but the 
of men are like therpſe]ves, vain 

& and variable. Our buſineſs is not to 
C _ to what mendo, but to what God 
keth.* It is highly derogatory to the 
| Being to make the examples of 
men, and not his Commands the rule of 
our lives. The examples of Murderers, . 
"Thieves, Drunkards, Swearers, are» of 
\- 20D force .againſt the ſaodcond 
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4 fifth raiſe of fins of Omviſfion. 
wholſome wo - a Prince, as the irre” 
ous examples of any men are #gainſt 

x haly and righteouf Laws of Ged. 
A Judge would deride the MalefaQorg 
Plea, that ſhould ſay, It is true, I haye 
broke the' Kings Laws, but have done 
no more than ſuck gn Eſquire,or Knight, 
or Lord; I have butimitated them there- 
in:. Or that ſhould ſay, I was guilty of 
ſuch Treaſons, but I joyn'd with many 
other Traytors; I had good ſtore of 
company with me., And doſt thou 
chivk. Reader, he Judge of Quick and 
Dead, when he ball arraign thee for 


thine 1 ble Eſtate, and demand 
< _ why thou omittedſtthg Duties 

nd thee, will accept thy Plea, 
_—_ ou ſhalt ay, It is true, Lord, I 


did live without Scripture, or Prayer i in 
my- Family; but ſuch and ſuch great., 
men,” who.lived near me, did ſo as w 

as I;"I wrot after their Copies, - 
thought it would be well eno agh todo 


as: did ; * when thou 
_ negle&ed thy W Welk 


Log, 


and Service, I Pres therein al | 
all the Town and Pariſh where I lived, 


and:] 4t beſt to imitate the molt. 


41. we 


caſe of fir if who 


| WP: 


ple Excuſe will weight ? 
De nee take fol itiful Plea from any 
_ whrnkee- thy Family. If thy 
roved by. thee for 
Does oo! Thien ab, fo 

thy Commands, ſþo d excuſe hi 

+ and fay., Sir, Lows mens Sons are 
as bad asl, ch a Gentleman's-Sons are 
worſe; the Children of very 


many | 
meet and joyn with me in all my drinks. ' 


ing , ſtealing, and debauched. courſes. 
How ill would ſuch ananſwer found in 
thineecars? Or what would a 
if thy Servant, inſtead of doi 
work a ed him, ſhould run 
Ale-ho to Ale-houle, and ſpend his 
time, in 'Carding and Dicing, and then 
excuſe 'it/to thee, that hedid as others 
"did; there were many beſide himſelf, 
and ſome of Quality, who were exam- 


plesto him, * Confi r how poor, how - 


pitiful, how irrational a Plea it's to'ex- 
cuſe thy Diſobedience to God,” by thy 


imitation of ireigſons, 3 pdyGo 


not think that the 
that excuſe fromt 
_ from a Child 'or Mexankag 
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| that ſuch a filly ſim- . 
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there is a little _ cre rocn 
the boundleſs blefied thee a 
poor Worm, than there is tween thee 
and any Son or Servant. 


2.' Conſider, If thou wilt follow o- 
thers ( be they great or many) in fig, 


thou ſhalt alſo follow them in intollerg- '' 
ble and eternal Sufferings. * The ways 24 . 


ſuch tend to death , and their 


held of Hell. And if thou wi ealls 


their ways, and tread in their ſteps, thou 
canſt avoid their end , Rev. 18. 4. 
Come oht from among her my people, and 
bs not partakers of ber Sins, that ye receive 
not ter Plagugs. He that catcheth the 
P of another, catcheth all the pain 


weaktieſs, and ilt effeths of ſuch a 
Diſeaſe. Do not think tofeed'on wic- . 
ked mens Daintjes, to live their lazy 


ſenſual lives, and not to pay their 


. Sodom and Gomorrah, and ' 
the Cities abaut them, went a whoting 


after ſtrange Fleſh; here th 
fabing, bur are they rude fic: ers 
: truly no : ej fort®fhe eh, ou ex» 


| Poe he mncinke: | BN 
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nels, they ſhall be united inwoe. God 
will bind them up tagether as Tares for 
the fire, * | W 
Iknow, Reader, thou wouldſt not be 
willing to dwell for ever with, and fare 
for ever as wicked great men ſhall. To-, 
', phet is prepared of old : for the King it if 
. prepared ; he hath made it deep and large : 
the pile thereof is fire and much. wood: 
the breath of the Lord ,. like a ſtiream""of 
brimftone,doth kindle it,l{a. 30. ult.” And, 
why then wilt thou do as they do,'and}. 
reſemble them now in time. It is unas 
voidable. Live as they do here, and 
live as they do for ever. - Again, "thou. 
art unqueſtionably loth to be with, and 
ſuffer as the;niglt ſhall ro etefnity. | Af 
the great day the World,(i.e. the far great- 
er part of it,) ſhall. be condemned, 1 Cor. 
11,31. When they ſhall be arraigned 
for their eadleſs Eſtates, they ſhall be 
calt and condemned ta the company, 
and curſes, and torments of the Devils 
for eyer and ever; and if thou. woultſt 
not die their Deaths, or-partake of their 
uachangeable.” Conditions, why- 'wallt . 
thou live theip lives, and walk in theis, 
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A fifth cauſe of fins of "Omiſtiov. 679 
3- Conſider of all patternsfrheſe two, | 
The greateſt or richeſt, and the multi- 
tade, are moſt unfit for thy imitation. 
| Becauſe of all men, theſe uſually are the 
worlt men, and do leaſt imitate Chriſt. 
For great men, how few are there who 
are good 3 Grace and Greatneſs*are hap- 

y and lovely, but rare Conjundions, 
Solomon tells us , That {ergo is good 1 
with an Inheritance, Ecclel. 7.11, Burt 63 
4 where ſhall we find Wiſdom and . : : 
þ.. Wealth , Righteouſneſs and Riches A 
together. Great and rich men have y 
their Farms and' Merchandlzing , and J 
Honours and Pleaſures, and other things 
tolook after than their Souls and Sal-' 
vation. How hardly, ſaith our Saviour, 
ſhall a rich man enter into the Kingdom of 
Heaven, It may well be hard - him, 
who turns the cords of Love,.agd bands 
of Kindneſs into fewel, to his luſts and 
weapons of ugrighteouſneſs. Bleſſed 
be God there are ſome great men who 
walk religiouſly, but truly they are very 
few. Brethren, ye know your calling, 
not many wiſe men after the fleſh, nobmany 

yy 7 ny noble ard, called. But 
Grd bath choſen bbe fooliſh things of the 

6. 18 * Wor 


. 
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F3: mg th; 


© * , 


"dither of fre of ooffin. 


mh 8, &c, 1 Cor. 1.26, 27, Not. ma- 


or mighty ox.noble are choſen 
a. Mun of But God hath choſen 
the poor of the nf whay rich in Faith, and 
Heirs of a Kingdom , James 2.5: The 
| wavy angelized, transformed into 
the heavenly ſpiritual Nature of the 
| - Goſpel, The Poor receive the Golpel, 
b the Rich receive the Worldf, and. the 
"* thipgs of the World. . The Poor having 
little Eſtate jn the World, look after. 
_an Eſtate in the Covenant ; but the Rich 
having this Worlds Goads, are ſatisfied, 4 , 
and deſire mo more.. - Naw, Reader, wilt 
thou follow them that are. wholly taken 
vp,with fleſbly fading Pleaſures and 
Riches ;: and caſt off all care of their 
Eternal condition ? Are they fit to be 
thy Guides, wha bid Sh to God, 
and fightagainſt him with his own 
= * it, 1 4 off all regard and care 
* ,, What ſhall becomeof them for ever and 
k. ever? 
| - Apain, for the giddy-headed multi- 
ede, how unfit are they tabe thy exam- 
% ples. , Moſt are uſually the worlt, Of 
. ai Creatures, the baſeſt and-vileſt are. 
"oral numerous, 45 Flies and Vers 


v1 "Ty 
-< 
< 
4. , — 
® —_—_ 


i 
$4 


A fifth cauſe of ſins of Omiſſion, 
-mine. How few Jewels to Pebbles or 
common ſtanes. The weaker” are 
more than the wiſer. The whole Wartd 
 liethin _— as a brute in his falth, 
1 Joh. 5. 19. and are ſuch fit to be fol- 
lowed 5 The whole "Earth waydreth after 
the Beaſt, Rev. 17. and 33 deceived by the 
Devil, Rev, 12.9. And are ſuch poor” 
tame Slaves to a cruel Devil, who hates 
them and thee perfectly, good examples 


”-- for thee to imitate? Doſt thou not con- 


+ fider what truth ſpeaketh, Broad is the 
"way, and wide is the gate that leadeth to 
deſtrutiqon, and many there be who ' bo 


"i 7.14. "vt little, and | 
ponder it. Wilt thou go a aklis ther, who 
go in the broad oy to deſtruction? 
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